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1. Introduction

Donald Trump9s skepticism towards NATO has ca
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• What structural or institutional challenges impact the Netherlands9 interoperability 

• How does the Netherlands9 political discourse compare to that of other EU member 

•

•
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2. Theoretical Framework 

its assumptions are enumerated under 8Assumptions ealism9. 
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2.1 Political willingness

definition of 8Political illingness9 is provided. 

Political willingness is defined as the actor9s motivation or inclination to engage

is the 8subjective evaluation of benefits versus costs and is influenced by factors such as 

political environment9 (Cioffi
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2.2 Military interoperability

2025) defines interoperability as <the ability for allies to act together coherently, effectively, 

and efficiently to achieve tactical, operational, and strategic objectives.= In the context of this 

2.3 Neo-realism

2.3.1 Anarchy
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2.3.2 Distribution of Power

2.3.2 Balance of Power

2.3.3 Rational Actors Seeking Security

or 8a waste of money9, particularly if 
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2.3.4 Relative Gains and Cooperation Constraints

2.3.5 Sovereignty Preservation

2.4 Neo-functionalism

2.4.1 Supranational actors
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2.4.2 Spillover Effects 

2.4.3 Supranational Institutions as Drivers of Integration

2.4.4 Neo-Functionalism as a Middle-Range Theory

unctionalism has evolved from a <grand theory= to a 
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2.5 Two strands

supranational integration as a risk to a nation9s sovereignty. States that value autonomy highly 

Moreover, existing literature further highlights the relevance to this thesis9s specific case of 
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2.6 Hypotheses
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3. Methodology

3.1 Case selection 

integration is notably nuanced (Česnakas & Juozaitis, 
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3.2 Case description
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3.3 Method of data analysis

– – –

–

3.3.1 Consulted documents

8 9
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8 9

8

9

government9s policy agenda and respond to the national budget

3.4 Data collection
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3.4.1 Prevalence criteria 

3.4.2 Translating codes to conclusions

8To what extent is there political willingness in the 

?9

–

–
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<De NAVO blijft 

hoeksteen.=

3.5 Limitations



23

4. Analysis 

– –

4.1 Results from 2018–2021

–
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• 68 quotations were attributed to hypothesis 1 (H1), which reflects neo-realist 

assumptions of external balancing, where national security is prioritized through 

traditional alliances such as NATO;

• 17 quotations corresponded to hypothesis 2 (H2), reflecting neo-realism but focusing 

on sovereignty concerns and relative gains, suggesting cautious behavior when EU 

cooperation threatens national autonomy or fiscal burden sharing.

• 40 quotations were associated with hypothesis 3 (H3), representing the neo-

functionalist perspective, where institutional spillover and incremental integration 

encourage support for EU-level defence cooperation.

–
–
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theoretical framework in Chapter 3, indicates that 8

9

logic in this period9s political discourse.

–

4.1.1 Representative Discourse Illustrations: 2018–2021

–
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4.2 Results from 2022–2025

–
–

 Each document, its reference label and quotation can be found in the Appendix.
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4.2.1 Representative Discourse Illustrations: 2022-2025
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4.3 Comparative analysis of trends

– –

Table 4.3 – Relative Frequency of Hypothesis Codes by Period

– –

↓ –

↑ +18%

↑ +18%

–
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5. Discussion 
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. In line with Waltz9s 

8 9

Walt9s (1987) balance of threat theory, which posits that states form alliances based on the 
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uncertainty regarding NATO9s reliability under Trump9s second term may have contr

5.1 Sub-questions

5.1.1 What structural or institutional challenges impact the Netherlands9 

interoperability with European partners?
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5.1.2 How does the Netherlands9 political discourse compare to that of other EU 

member states?

. The Netherlands9 
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5.1.3 Has political willingness for military interoperability changed after the war 

in Ukraine?

5.1.4 What future scenarios for military interoperability are suggested by the 

political discourse and empirical findings? 
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6. Conclusion

existing literature. More specifically, as Raik et al. (2024) note, the EU9s increasing 

s Europe9s security architecture evolves, understanding the conditions under 
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6.1 Practical implications & suggestions for future research

▪ The study shows that political willingness in the Netherlands to strengthen EU 

military interoperability has grown since 2022 but remains constrained by fiscal 

and sovereignty concerns. 

▪ NATO remains a foundational pillar in Dutch defence discourse.

Even as EU cooperation is increasingly accepted, the analysis shows that it is not 

seen as a replacement for NATO. Future EU strategic initiatives should, therefore, 

consider the internal politics of the Netherlands.

▪ While this thesis incorporates the discourse of coalition parties and situates 

findings within the context of Dutch cabinets (Rutte III, Rutte IV, and the Schoof-1 

EPC), it does not formally weigh or quantify political discourse according to 

institutional power structures. The primary focus remains on mapping dominant 

discursive logics within the broader Dutch political landscape. Future research 

could therefore focus on examining only the discourse of executive actors, such as 

cabinet ministers and state secretaries, to assess how political willingness is 

expressed at the level of formal decision-making. This would offer a more targeted 

view of policy-authoritative discourse, distinct from parliamentary deliberation or 

party messaging. Moreover, future studies could explicitly investigate the 

bureaucratic filtering of political willingness. A dedicated inquiry into how defence 

policy is shaped by ministerial hierarchies, interdepartmental negotiation, and 

procedural inertia would offer valuable insights into the practical implementation 

gap between discourse and action.

▪ Another direction for future research could be an analysis of the role of public 

opinion in shaping or constraining political willingness. While this thesis focused 

on political discourse within public debate, a recommendation can be made 

towards future studies, as they could investigate how public opinion towards EU 

defence integration influences parliamentary positioning or party rhetoric. For 

instance, are discursive shifts toward H3 logic mirrored by public support? A 

mixed-methods design combining discourse analysis with public opinion data 

could illuminate the extent to which political willingness aligns with public 

opinion.
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Ambtenaren: 8Nederland moet meer 

defensiebeleid9



45



46

naderende top: 9Zonder Amerika, 
geen NAVO9; 9Thuisfront snapt nog 
steeds niet hoe Den Haag werkt9

Nota over de toestand van 9s Rijks 
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