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Abstract

Probabilistic analysis for metric optimization problems has mostly been conducted on instances
from the Euclidean space. Little analysis has been done on metric instances drawn from other
distributions. We want to extend the probabilistic analysis of optimization problems to more
general metrics, since these might provide a better resemblance to real-world instances of problems.
In this thesis we use random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs. An
Erdős–Rényi random graph is constructed by including an edge between every pair of vertices
independently with probability p. A random shortest path metric is then constructed by drawing
independent random edge weights for each edge in the graph and setting the distance between
every pair of vertices to the length of a shortest path between them with respect to the drawn
weights. For these metrics, we prove that the expected approximation ratios of the greedy heuristic
for the minimum distance maximum matching problem, of the nearest neighbor and insertion
(independent of the insertion rule) heuristics for the traveling salesman problem, and of the trivial
heuristic for the k-median problem all have a constant upper bound. Additionally, we show an
upper bound of O(n8 ln3(n)) for the expected number of iterations of the 2-opt heuristic for the
traveling salesman problem.
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1 Introduction

Networks can be found all around us. Examples are the internet, social media and rail transport.
In these networks, a variety of optimization problems arises. In order to solve these optimization
problems, people have tried to formulate mathematical models that can be used to describe real-
world instances of these problems. This is mostly done by describing a network as a graph
G = (V,E), where every edge of the graph is assigned a weight w(e). In the example of rail
transport, vertices could be stations, edges could be rails connecting stations and the weight of
the edges could be the distances or travel times between the stations.

These mathematical models are used to analyze large-scale optimization problems. However, many
of these problems are NP-hard. An example is the traveling salesman problem, for which the goal
is to find a route of minimal length through all vertices of a graph. A consequence of problems
being NP-hard is that optimal solutions can probably not be found within a reasonable amount
of time for large-scale instances. In order to still find reasonable results in short time, heuristics
and their worst-case performance are often researched for (NP-hard) optimization problems.

Even though many simple heuristics have a poor worst-case performance, in practice they often
return much better or even near-optimal solutions. The worst-case performance tends to give
a distorted view, because instances that lead to the worst-case performance are often unlikely
to appear in practical situations. Since the performance of these heuristics cannot be explained
by their worst-case performance, probabilistic analysis is used as an alternative. Probabilistic
analysis starts from an assumption about a probability distribution over the set of all possible
instances. The goal is to find the average-case performance of the heuristic, which might give a
better explanation of the performance of the heuristics in practice.

Probabilistic analysis of optimization problems has mostly been conducted on instances with
independent random edge lengths (the triangle inequality does not necessarily need to hold in this
case) and instances from the Euclidean space. These instances are relatively easy to analyze from
a mathematical point of view, because of the independence of the edge lengths in the first case
and the structure of the Euclidean space in the second case. However, these instances often do
not represent real-world instances very well. Therefore, we want to apply probabilistic analysis
to more general metric instances. Bringmann et al. [4] have used a model of random shortest
path metrics applied to a complete graph for this. A random shortest path metric is constructed
by drawing independent random edge weights from a probability distribution for all edges of a
graph. The distance between every pair of vertices is then given by the shortest path between
those vertices with respect to the edge weights. Such metrics are harder to analyze, since distances
between vertices are no longer independent.

In this thesis we generalize the model used by Bringmann et al. [4] to non-complete graphs. We
use Erdős–Rényi random graphs (G(n, p) model) instead of complete graphs. An instance in
this model is a graph with n vertices, and between every pair of vertices there exists an edge
independently with probability p. This results in a complete graph if p = 1. A random shortest
path metric based on this graph is created analogous to the the way described above.

A probabilistic analysis for simple heuristics has been executed for several optimization problems in
random shortest path metrics applied to complete graphs. Among these problems are the minimum
distance perfect matching problem, the traveling salesman problem and the k-median problem. In
this thesis we extend known results for these problems from random shortest path metrics applied
to complete graphs to random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs.
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1.1 Related work

The model for random shortest path metrics is also known as first passage percolation. First
passage percolation was first introduced by Hammersley and Welsh as a model of fluid flow through
a randomly porous material [6]. When first passage percolation was introduced, it was applied to
to the multidimensional grid Zd [8]. Since then other graphs have also been analyzed.

For first passage percolation in complete graphs, the expected distance between two fixed vertices
is approximately ln(n)/n and the expected distance from a fixed vertex to the vertex that is most
distant is approximately 2 ln(n)/n [4, 9]. Furthermore, the expected longest distance in the metric
is approximately 3 ln(n)/n [7, 9]. There are also some known structural properties of first passage
percolation on the Erdős–Rényi random graph. Bhamidi et al. [3] have shown asymptotics for
both the minimal weight of the path between uniformly chosen vertices in the giant component
and for the hopcount, the number of edges, on this path.

In this thesis we consider three optimization problems. The first one is the minimum distance
perfect matching problem. The goal of this problem is to find a perfect matching in a graph
that minimizes the total distance between all matched vertices. The best known algorithm for
this problem has a running time of O(n3), which is slow for very large instances. Reingold and
Tarjan [15] analyzed a greedy heuristic for the minimum distance perfect matching problem on
general metric instances. They have shown that this heuristic has a worst-case approximation ratio
of O(nlog2(3/2)) ≈ O(n0.59) on general metric instances. Avis et al. [2] analyzed the performance
of the greedy heuristic for random Euclidean instances. They have found an upper bound for the
approximation ratio of O(1) in such metrics with high probability.

Secondly, we consider the traveling salesman problem. The goal of this problem is to find a route
of minimal distance that passes all vertices of a graph and starts and ends at the same vertex.
The traveling salesman problem is known to be NP-hard [11]. Because of this, Rosenkrantz et
al. [16] analyzed several heuristics for the traveling salesman problem. For general metric spaces,
they have proven worst-case approximation ratios of O(ln(n)) for the nearest neighbor heuristic
and the insertion heuristic, independent of the insertion rule.

The 2-opt heuristic for the traveling salesman problem has been analyzed by Englert et al. [5]. They
were able to bound the number of iterations the heuristic takes before the algorithm terminates
by O(n4+1/3 · φ8/3), where φ depends on the probability distributions used. If an initial tour is
constructed with an insertion heuristic before 2-opt is applied, then the bound improves.

Finally we consider the k-median problem. The goal of this problem is to find a set of k vertices
in a graph such that the total distance from all other vertices to this set is minimized. Megiddo
and Supowit [12] have shown that the k-median problem is NP-hard. A heuristic for this problem
was analyzed by Arya et al. [1]. This heuristic is a swap local search where p vertices are removed
from the chosen set and p others are added simultaneously. They have shown this heuristic has a
worst-case approximation ratio of 3 + 2/p in general metric spaces.

The probabilistic analysis of the behavior of simple heuristics in random shortest path metrics
applied to complete graphs has been initiated by Bringmann et al. [4]. They have proven several
structural properties of such metrics. Additionally, for such random metrics they have proven
an upper bound of O(1) for the expected approximation ratios of the greedy heuristic for the
minimum distance perfect matching problem, of the nearest neighbor and insert heuristic for the
traveling salesman problem and of the trivial heuristic for the k-median problem. Additionally,
they have bounded the expected number of iterations of 2-opt from above by O(n8 ln(n)).
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1.2 Outline of this thesis

The structure of the remainder of this thesis is as follows. In Section 2 we first give a proper
definition of the Erdős–Rényi random graph model and random shortest path metrics. Afterwards,
basic notation used throughout this thesis is introduced. Section 3 contains several technical
lemmas that provide no new structural insights, but they are needed for the proofs of lemmas and
theorems in subsequent sections.

Sections 4–6 are the core of this thesis. We begin Section 4 by introducing a property of graphs.
We call this property the α-β-cut-property. The section continues with proofs of several structural
properties of random shortest path metrics applied to graphs that satisfy this α-β-cut-property.

In Section 5 we introduce the optimization problems and corresponding heuristics that we an-
alyze. We introduce the heuristic greedy for the minimum distance perfect matching problem,
the heuristics nearest neighbor, insert and 2-opt for the traveling salesman problem and the
heuristic trivial for the k-median problem. Probabilistic analysis is done for these heuristics
in random shortest path metrics applied to graphs that satisfy the α-β-cut-property. For such
metrics, we find an upper bound for the expected number of iterations 2-opt takes before it ter-
minates and upper bounds for the expected approximation ratios of greedy, nearest neighbor,
insert and trivial.

The main results of this thesis are derived in Section 6. We first show that instances of the
Erdős–Rényi random graph model satisfy the α-β-cut-property for suitable values of α and β with
high probability. We use this to prove the existence of a constant upper bound for the expected
approximation ratios of greedy, nearest neighbor, insert and trivial and we prove an upper
bound of O(n8 ln3(n)) for the expected number of iterations of 2-opt.

In Section 7 we summarize the results of this thesis and compare them to the previous results.
We conclude with a discussion and some final remarks in Section 8.
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2 Model and notation

In this section we first introduce the Erdős Rényi Random Graph model (ERRG model) and
random shortest path metrics (RSPM), including an example. Afterwards, the notation used
throughout the rest of this thesis is introduced, where we follow the notation introduced by
Bringmann et al. [4].

2.1 Erdős–Rényi Random Graph

The Erdős–Rényi Random Graph model is a model that is used for generating random graphs.
There are two closely related variations of the ERRG model. The model used in this thesis is
usually denoted as the G(n, p) model. A graph G = (V,E) constructed by this model has n
vertices (|V | = n) and between every pair of vertices there independently exists an undirected
edge with probability p (and hence it does not exist with probability 1− p). A possible outcome
of a graph created by the G(5, 1/2) model is given in Figure 1. This graph will be used for further
examples in this section.

Figure 1: Possible instance created by the G(5, 1/2) model

2.2 Random Shortest Path Metrics

We define random shortest path metrics in a few steps. First of all, we need an undirected graph
G = (V,E). For every edge in this graph an independent edge weight w(e) is drawn from an
exponential distribution with parameter 1. For every u, v ∈ V we define the distance d(u, v) by
the length of the shortest u, v-path with respect to the drawn edge weights. If no such path exists,
we set d(u, v) =∞. Then the following conditions hold:

� Identity of indiscernibles: d(u, v) = 0 if and only if u = v for all u, v ∈ V with probability 1.

� Symmetry: d(u, v) = d(v, u) for all u, v ∈ V .

� Triangle Inequality: d(u,w) ≤ d(u, v) + d(v, w) for all u, v, w ∈ V .

The first condition follows from the fact that all drawn edge weights have a value of exactly 0
with probability 0. Therefore all shortest paths using at least one edge have a positive value with
probability 1. The second condition holds, because the graph has undirected edges, which means
that every (shortest) path can be traversed in both directions. The final condition follows directly

4



from the definition of a shortest path. If the triangle inequality does not hold, a shorter path
exists and d(u, v) would not be the shortest path length.

We create our metric M = (V, d) by taking all vertices from G and assigning the distance d(u, v)
to every pair u, v ∈ V . By slight abuse of notation, we can see this metric as a complete graph
where the edge weights correspond to the metric distances between vertices.

An example of a graph G and the visualization of the corresponding metric M is given in Figure
2. Figure 2a shows a graph G with random edge weights. Figure 2b shows the visualization of the
corresponding random shortest path metric M . In this metric d(a, e) = 11, because in graph G
the shortest path from a to e goes through c. Similarly, d(a, b) = 20 by the shortest path a-c-e-d-b.
All other distances follow with similar reasoning.
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(a) Graph G
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(b) Visualization of metric M

Figure 2

2.3 Notation

So far we introduced the ERRG model and given a graph G = (V,E), we defined the edge weights
w(e), shortest path distances d(u, v) and random shortest path metric M = (V, d). Further
notation used for the analysis of these metrics is defined in this section.

First of all, we define B∆(v) as the set of vertices whose distance from v is at most ∆. In
mathematical notation this becomes B∆(v) = {u ∈ V | d(u, v) ≤ ∆}. Additionally, we define
the shortest distance to the k-th closest vertex from v, including v, by τk(v,G). This equals the
minimal value for ∆ such that there are at least k vertices within distance ∆ from v and thus
τk(v,G) = min{∆ | |B∆(v)| ≥ k}. Furthermore, since τk(v,G) is the shortest distance from v to
some vertex u ∈ V , we must have τk(v,G) = d(v, u) for some u ∈ V . If we take Figure 2a as
example with starting vertex e, we find τ2(e,G) = 2, since the vertex closest to e is d at distance
2. Then τ3(e,G) = 8, since the next vertex closest to e is c at distance 8. τ4(e,G) = 9, since b is
at distance 9 from e (by passing through d) and finally τ5(e,G) = 11, since the shortest path from
a to e goes through c and has distance 11.

Next, let a cut of a graph G = (V,E) induced by U ⊂ V be the set of edges with one endpoint
in U and the other endpoint in U\V . Then, for every v ∈ V , we define χk(v,G) as the number
of edges in the cut induced by the k vertices closest to v. So χ1(v,G) equals the number of edges
that have v as an endpoint, χ2(v,G) is the number of edges with v or its closest neighbor as one
endpoint and some other vertex as other endpoint and so on. For example, in Figure 2a, we see
χ1(d,G) = 2, since d has two neighbors. The closest neighbor of d is e. Therefore χ2(d,G) = 3,
since there are 3 edges going from either d or e to the other three vertices. Continuing this process
we find χ3(d,G) = 2 and χ4(d,G) = 2.

Finally, we define some general notation. We use Exp(λ) to denote an exponential distribution

5



with parameter λ and we denote the n-th harmonic number by Hn =
∑n
i=1 1/i. Furthermore, if a

random variable X is distributed according to a probability distribution P , we write X ∼ P and
if a random variable X is stochastically dominated by a random variable Y , this is denoted by
X ≤ Y . We conclude by defining [n] = {1, . . . , n}.
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3 Technical lemmas

This section contains several technical lemmas that will be used in later sections. The lemmas in
this section do not provide any new properties or insights, but are needed for the proofs of lemmas
and theorems in later sections.

First we need to rewrite a summation using harmonic numbers.

Lemma 3.1. For all n ∈ N and k ∈ [n], we have

k−1∑
i=1

1

i(n− i)
=
Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

n
.

Proof. See Bringmann et al. [4, Lemma 3.1].

We need an upper bound for the cumulative distribution function of the sum of independent
exponential distributions.

Lemma 3.2. Let X ∼
∑n
i=1 Exp(ci). Then, for a ≥ 0,

P(X ≤ a) =
(
1− e−ca

)n
.

Proof. See Bringmann et al. [4, Lemma 3.2].

The following summation is used several times throughout this thesis.

Lemma 3.3. We have
O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
= O(1).

Proof. The first part of the summation can be bounded by substituting the highest value for i.
This yields

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n

)
≤
O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
ln(n)

n

)
= O

(
ln2(n)

n

)
= o(1).

For the second part of the summation, by the geometric series, we know for |x| < 1 that

∞∑
i=0

i · xi−1 =
1

(1− x)2
.

We observe 1/ exp(1/5) < 1 to obtain

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

e(i−1)/5

)
≤
∞∑
i=0

O

(
i

e(i−1)/5

)
= O

(
1

(1− e−1/5)2

)
= O(1).

Combining these results yields

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
= o(1) +O(1) = O(1).
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We need to bound the expected ratio of non-negative random variables. This is done in the
following lemma.

Lemma 3.4. For all non-negative random variables A, B and constant c > 0, we have

E
(
A

B

)
≤ E

(
A

c

)
+ E

(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c) .

Proof. By conditioning on the outcome of B, we obtain

E
(
A

B

)
= E

(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B ≥ c) · P (B ≥ c) + E
(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c) .

We give an upper bound for the first expectation by observing that B ≥ c implies A/B ≤ A/c.
This yields

E
(
A

B

)
≤ E

(
A

c

∣∣∣∣ B ≥ c) · P (B ≥ c) + E
(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c) .

Similarly, by conditioning on the outcome of B, we have

E
(
A

c

)
= E

(
A

c

∣∣∣∣ B ≥ c) · P (B ≥ c) + E
(
A

c

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c)

≥ E
(
A

c

∣∣∣∣ B ≥ c) · P (B ≥ c) ,

where the inequality follows from A being non-negative. Substituting this into our earlier result
yields

E
(
A

B

)
≤ E

(
A

c

∣∣∣∣ B ≥ c) · P (B ≥ c) + E
(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c)

≤ E
(
A

c

)
+ E

(
A

B

∣∣∣∣ B < c

)
· P (B < c) .

At some point we need a different bound for the cumulative distribution of the sum of independent
exponential distributions than the one found in Lemma 3.2. This other bound is give in the next
lemma.

Lemma 3.5. Let X =
∑n
i=1Xi with Xi ∼ Exp(ai) independent. Let µ = E(X) =

∑n
i=1 1/ai and

a∗ = mini ai. For any λ ≤ 1,

P(X ≤ λµ) ≤ e−a∗µ(λ−1−ln(λ)).

Proof. See Janson [10, Theorem 5.1 (iii)].

In the next lemma, we bound a non-trivial summation from above.

Lemma 3.6. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1. Then we have

n!∑
x=1

O
(
n−Ω(ln(x))

)
+

n!∑
x=1

O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)

ln(x)

x

)
= O

(
β

α
n8 ln3(n)

)
.

8



Proof. Let log(x) be the base 10 logarithm of x. Then we have

n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(ln(x)) =

n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(log(x)) ≤
n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(blog(x)c).

Since 1 ≤ x ≤ n!, we have 0 ≤ blog(x)c ≤ n log(n). We split the summation to obtain

n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(ln(x)) ≤
n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(blog(x)c)

≤
n log(n)∑
i=0

10i+1−1∑
j=10i

n−Ω(i)

≤
n log(n)∑
i=0

(
10i+1 − 10i

)
n−Ω(i)

=

n log(n)∑
i=0

9

(
10

nΩ(1)

)i
.

For n sufficiently large we get

n!∑
x=1

n−Ω(ln(x)) ≤
n log(n)∑
i=0

9

(
10

nΩ(1)

)i

≤
n log(n)∑
i=0

9

(
10

nΩ(1)

)
= 90(n log(n) + 1) · n−Ω(1)

= O(n ln(n)).

Therefore we have

n!∑
x=1

O
(
n−Ω(ln(x))

)
= O (n ln(n)) .

For the second part we use

n!∑
x=1

log(x)

x
≤

n!∑
x=1

dlog(x)e
x

=

n!∑
x=2

dlog(x)e
x

Since 2 ≤ x ≤ n!, we have 1 ≤ dlog(x)e ≤ n log(n). We split the summation to obtain

n!∑
x=1

log(x)

x
≤

n!∑
x=2

dlog(x)e
x

≤
n log(n)∑
i=1

10i∑
j=10i−1+1

i

j
.

9



The summation over j equals the difference between two harmonic numbers. This yields

n!∑
x=1

log(x)

x
≤
n log(n)∑
i=1

10i∑
j=10i−1+1

i

j

=

n log(n)∑
i=1

(H10i −H10i−1) i.

Since ln(i) ≤ Hi ≤ ln(i) + 1 holds for all i, we have

n!∑
x=1

log(x)

x
=

n log(n)∑
i=1

(H10i −H10i−1) i

≤
n log(n)∑
i=1

(
ln(10i) + 1− ln(10i−1)

)
i

=

n log(n)∑
i=1

(1 + ln(10))i

= (1 + ln(10)) · 1

2
· n log(n) · (n log(n) + 1)

= O
(
n2 ln2(n)

)
.

Combining our observations yields

n!∑
x=1

O
(
n−Ω(ln(x))

)
+

n!∑
x=1

O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)

ln(x)

x

)
=

n!∑
x=1

O
(
n−Ω(ln(x))

)
+

n!∑
x=1

O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)

log(x)

x

)
= O (n ln(n)) +O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)n2 ln2(n)

)
= O

(
β

α
n8 ln3(n)

)
.

If X1, · · · , Xm are m random variables, then X(1), · · · , X(m) are the order statistics corresponding
to X1, · · · , Xm if X(i) is the i-th smallest value among X1, · · · , Xm for all i ∈ [m]. We need a
link between the distribution of order statistics and the distribution of the sum of exponential
distributions. We use the following lemma.

Lemma 3.7. Let X1, . . . , Xn be independent identically distributed random variables with distri-
bution Exp(λ). Let X(1) ≤ · · · ≤ X(n) be the corresponding order statistics from this sample. We
have for all i ∈ [n]

X(i) ∼
n∑

j=1−i+n
Exp(λj).

Proof. From Nagaraja [14] we have Rényi’s representation,

X(i) ∼
1

λ

i∑
k=1

Exp(1)

n− k + 1
.

10



This can be rewritten to

X(i) ∼
i∑

k=1

Exp(λ(n− k + 1)).

Taking j = k − i+ n yields

X(i) ∼
n∑

j=1−i+n
Exp(λj).

Finally, we need a two-sided chernoff bound. The bound we use is given in the following lemma.

Lemma 3.8. Let X1, · · · , Xn be independent Poisson trial such that P(Xi = 1) = pi. Let X =∑n
i=1Xi and µ = E(X). For 0 < ε < 1,

P
(∣∣X − µ∣∣ ≥ εµ) ≤ 2e−µε

2/3.

Proof. See Mitzenmacher and Upfal [13, Corollary 4.6].
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4 Structure of graphs with the α-β-cut-property

Before we look into instances of the ERRG model, we first consider arbitrary simple graphs. In
this section we prove several structural properties of connected simple graphs with independent
random edge weights drawn from Exp(1) and of corresponding random shortest path metrics.
These properties will be used in the subsequent sections for the probabilistic analysis of heuristics
in random shortest path metrics.

4.1 α-β-cut-property

In order to find structural properties for arbitrary simple graphs, we use a property based on the
cuts of a graph. We first give a formal definition for a cut of a graph.

Definition 4.1. In a simple graph G = (V,E), a cut c(U) induced by U ⊂ V is the set of edges
with one endpoint in U and the other endpoint in V \U . The size of this cut, |c(U)|, is the number
of edges in this cut. Define µU = |U |(n− |U |), the size of the cut in a complete simple graph.

We use this definition for a cut of a graph to define the following property for graphs. This
property will be used to analyze arbitrary simple graphs.

Definition 4.2 (α-β-cut-property). Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1. A simple graph G = (V,E) has the
α-β-cut-property if the following holds true for all U ⊂ V :

α · µU ≤ |c(U)| ≤ β · µU .

Since α is strictly larger than 0 in this definition, all cuts of a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property must have a size of at least 1. This implies that the property holds for some values of α
and β if and only if the graph is connected. Therefore, as long as we analyze graphs that satisfy
the α-β-cut-property for some values of α and β, we know the graphs are connected.

4.2 Distribution of τk(v,G)

In this section we assume we have a simple graph G = (V,E), with independent random edge
weights drawn from Exp(1), that satisfies the α-β-cut-property for some values of α and β. We
give lower and upper bounds for several structural probabilistic properties of this graph and
corresponding random shortest path metric M = (V, d). We derive bounds for the probabilistic
distribution of τk(v,G), which is the shortest distance to the k-th closest vertex from v, and for
the diameter of the metric.

For the analysis of the distribution of τk(v,G) we start at vertex v and we analyze how the
distances from v to other vertices develop through first passage percolation. The idea of first
passage percolation is that we start percolating a fluid through our graph at rate 1, starting at the
source v. The travel time of every edge equals the corresponding edge weight. The development
of τk(v,G) can then be seen as follows. For k = 1, we have τk(v,G) = 0, since v is the vertex
closest to itself. Now assume that for k ≥ 2, the fluid has reached exactly k− 1 vertices. We look
for the time it takes until the k-th vertex is reached by the fluid.

Using our notation from Section 2.3, the number of edges going from the k − 1 already reached
vertices to all other vertices of the graph equals χk−1(v,G). Fluid is percolating through all these
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edges and all edge weights are independent and drawn from Exp(1). For every edge in this set, by
the memoryless property of the exponential distribution, the expected time until the fluid reaches
the end of the edge equals 1. This implies τk+1(v,G)− τk(v,G) is the minimum of χk exponential
random variables with parameter 1. This has the same distribution as an exponential random
variable with parameter χk(v,G) and thus τk+1(v,G) − τk(v,G) ∼ Exp(χk(v,G)) [17, page 302].
We use this result to find bounds for the distribution of τk(v,G).

Lemma 4.3. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property.
We have for all k ∈ [n] and v ∈ V ,

αk(n− k) ≤ χk(v,G) ≤ βk(n− k).

Proof. By definition, χk(v,G) is the size of a cut of graph G induced by a set of k vertices. By
assumption the α-β-cut property (Definition 4.2) holds. The result follows immediately from this
property.

Lemma 4.4. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property.
We have for all k ∈ [n] and v ∈ V ,

k−1∑
i=1

Exp(βi(n− i)) ≤ τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp(αi(n− i)).

Proof. As previously stated, τi+1(v,G)− τi(v,G) ∼ Exp(χi(v,G)). A summation over i yields

τk(v,G) ∼
k−1∑
i=1

Exp(χi(v,G)).

Since an exponential distribution with parameter λ is stochastically dominated by an exponential
distribution with parameter µ ≤ λ, we substitute the upper and lower bounds from Lemma 4.3
for χk(v,G) to obtain

k−1∑
i=1

Exp(βi(n− i)) ≤ τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp(αi(n− i)).

By definition, τk(v,G) is the shortest distance from v to some other vertex, thus it corresponds to
the distance between two vertices in the random shortest path metric. We use this to find bounds
for the expected average distance and the expected longest distance from a given vertex.

Corollary 4.5. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property. We have for all k ∈ [n] and v ∈ V ,

E(τk(v,G)) ∈
[
Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

βn
,
Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

αn

]
.

Proof. By Lemma 4.4 we have

k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βi(n− i)) ≤ τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i)) .

13



Taking the expectation of all three parts of this inequality yields

k−1∑
i=1

1

βi(n− i)
≤ E (τk(v,G)) ≤

k−1∑
i=1

1

αi(n− i)
.

Using Lemma 3.1, we obtain

Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

βn
≤ E (τk(v,G)) ≤ Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

αn
.

Corollary 4.6. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For all u, v ∈ V we
have

E(d(u, v)) ∈
[

Hn−1

β(n− 1)
,
Hn−1

α(n− 1)

]
.

Proof. For any vertex v, τk(v,G) equals the distance to the k-th closest vertex to v and thus equals
d(u, v) for some u ∈ V . Averaging over all distances from v to other vertices yields

E(d(u, v)) =
1

n− 1

n∑
k=2

E (τk(v,G)) .

Substitution of the result of Corollary 4.5 yields

n∑
k=2

Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

βn(n− 1)
≤ E(d(u, v)) ≤

n∑
k=2

Hk−1 +Hn−1 −Hn−k

αn(n− 1)
,

which can be simplified to

Hn−1

β(n− 1)
≤ E(d(u, v)) ≤ Hn−1

α(n− 1)
.

Corollary 4.7. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For all v ∈ V we
have

E
(

max
u∈V
{d(u, v)}

)
∈
[

2Hn−1

βn
,

2Hn−1

αn

]
.

Proof. Given vertex v, the distance to the vertex that is the furthest away from v is τn(v,G). This
implies that τn(v,G) equals maxu∈V {d(u, v)}. Therefore

E
(

max
u∈V
{d(u, v)}

)
= E(τn(v,G)).

Substitution of the result of Corollary 4.5 yields

2Hn−1

βn
≤ E

(
max
u∈V
{d(u, v)}

)
≤ 2Hn−1

αn
.
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It is also possible to find bounds for the cumulative distribution function of τk(v,G). In order
to find these bounds, we loosen the bounds for τk(v,G) found in Lemma 4.4. For the following
proofs, we define Fk(x) = P(τk(v,G) ≤ x) for some fixed vertex v ∈ V .

Lemma 4.8. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property.
We have for all k ∈ [n] and v ∈ V ,(

1− e−α(n−k)x
)k−1

≤ Fk(x) ≤
(
1− e−βnx

)k−1
.

Proof. By Lemma 4.4 we have

k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βi(n− i)) ≤ τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i)) .

Since Exp (βni) ≤ Exp (βi(n− i)) for i ∈ [1, k − 1], we obtain

k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βni) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βi(n− i)) ≤ τk(v,G).

Similarly, since Exp (αi(n− i)) ≤ Exp (α(n− k)i) for i ∈ [1, k − 1], we obtain

τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i)) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (α(n− k)i) .

Combining these results yields

k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βni) ≤ τk(v,G) ≤
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (α(n− k)i) .

This immediately implies

P

(
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (α(n− k)i) ≤ x

)
≤ Fk(x) ≤ P

(
k−1∑
i=1

Exp (βni) ≤ x

)
.

Applying Lemma 3.2 to the above inequality gives the desired result.

We have found an upper and lower bound for the cumulative distribution function of τk(v,G).
Using a different approach, we are able to make two improvements on the lower bound found in
the previous lemma. These improvements are given in the next lemma and corollary.

Lemma 4.9. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property.
We have for all k ∈ [n],

Fk(x) ≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
)n+1

.

Proof. First of all, note that τk(v,G) ≤ τk+1(v,G) for all k and thus τk(v,G) is monotonically
increasing. This implies Fk+1(x) ≤ Fk(x). Because of this, we only need to prove our claim for

the case k = n. In this case, by Lemma 4.4, we have τn(v,G) ≤
∑n−1
i=1 Exp (αi(n− i)).
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Define λi := αi(n− i). We use this notation to obtain

τn(v,G) ≤
n−1∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i))

=

n−1∑
i=1

Exp (λi)

≤
dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) +

n−1∑
i=bn/2c

Exp (λi) .

Note that λi is symmetric around i = n/2, which implies λi = λn−i. This yields

τn(v,G) ≤
dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) +

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) .

This approximation enables us to find a lower bound for Fn(x) as follows:

Fn(x) = P(τn(v,G) ≤ x) ≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) +

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) ≤ x


≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) ≤
x

2
and

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) ≤
x

2


≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (λi) ≤ x/2

2

= P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i)) ≤ x/2

2

.

An exponential distribution with parameter λ is stochastically dominated by an exponential
distribution with parameter µ ≤ λ. Therefore Exp(αi(n − i)) is stochastically dominated by
Exp(αi(n− dn/2e)) for all i ≤ dn/2e. Substituting this value for i yields

Fn(x) ≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− i)) ≤ x/2

2

≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (αi(n− dn/2e)) ≤ x/2

2

= P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (αibn/2c) ≤ x/2

2

.

Applying Lemma 3.2 to our previous inequality yields

Fn(x) ≥ P

dn/2e∑
i=1

Exp (αibn/2c) ≤ x/2

2

=
(

1− e−αbn/2c·x/2
)2dn/2e

.
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Finally, we use the inequalities bn/2c ≥ (n− 1)/2 and dn/2e ≤ (n+ 1)/2 to obtain

Fn(x) ≥
(

1− e−αbn/2c·x/2
)2dn/2e

≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
)n+1

.

Corollary 4.10. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1 and let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property. We have for all k ∈ [n],

Fk(x) ≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
) 2

3 (2k+1)

.

Proof. This proof is split into two cases. If k−1 ≥ 3(n−1)/4, then it also holds that 2(2k+1)/3 ≥
n+ 1. Applying this to the result of Lemma 4.9 yields

Fk(x) ≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
)n+1

≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
)2/3(2k+1)

.

On the other hand, if k − 1 < 3(n − 1)/4, then n − k > (n − 1)/4. Combined with the result of
Lemma 4.8 this yields

Fk(x) ≥
(

1− e−α(n−k)x
)k−1

≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
)k−1

≥
(

1− e−α(n−1)x/4
) 2

3 (2k+1)

,

where the last inequality follows since k − 1 < 2(2k + 1)/3).

The improved bound for the cumulative distribution function of τk(v,G) from Lemma 4.9 enables
us to analyze the diameter of a random shortest path metric. We find the tail bound given in the
following theorem.

Theorem 4.11. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-
property and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let ∆max =
maxu,v∈V {d(u, v)}. Then we have

P
(

∆max >
c ln(n)

nα

)
= O

(
n2−c/8

)
.

Proof. Since τn(v,G) equals the distance to the vertex that is furthest away from v, we have
τn(v,G) = maxu∈V {d(u, v)}. We obtain

P
(

∆max >
c ln(n)

nα

)
= P

(
max
v∈V
{τn(v,G)} > c ln(n)

nα

)
= P

(
∃ v ∈ V

(
τn(v,G) >

c ln(n)

nα

))
= P

(
n⋃
i=1

Ai

)
,
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where Ai is the event that τn(vi, G) > c ln(n)/nα. Taking a union bound yields

P
(

∆max >
c ln(n)

nα

)
= P

(
n⋃
i=1

Ai

)

≤ n · P
(
τn(v,G) >

c ln(n)

nα

)
= n

(
1− Fn

(
c ln(n)

nα

))
.

Lemma 4.9 yields

P
(

∆max >
c ln(n)

nα

)
≤ n

(
1− Fn

(
c ln(n)

nα

))
≤ n

(
1−

(
1− e−α(n−1)c ln(n)/4nα

)n+1
)

= n

(
1−

(
1− e−c ln(n)(n−1)/4n

)n+1
)
.

Since (n− 1)/n ≥ 1/2 for n ≥ 2 and the Bernoulli inequality states (1 + x)y ≥ 1 + xy for x ≥ −1
and y /∈ (0, 1), we obtain

P
(

∆max >
c ln(n)

nα

)
≤ n

(
1−

(
1− e−c ln(n)(n−1)/4n

)n+1
)

≤ n
(

1−
(

1− (n+ 1)e−c ln(n)/8
))

.

= n(n+ 1) · n−c/8

= n2−c/8 + n1−c/8

= O
(
n2−c/8

)
.

4.3 Clustering

In this section, we partition the vertices of the random shortest path metric in a small number of
subsets with a given maximum diameter. We call such a partitioning a clustering and the subsets
are its clusters. The goal is to, given a maximum diameter for the clusters, find an upper bound
for the number of clusters needed. This upper bound will be used for the probabilistic analysis of
several heuristics in Section 5.

Before we prove an upper bound for the number of clusters needed, we first need a tail bound for
the number of vertices that are within a given distance from a given vertex v, i.e. we need a tail
bound for |B∆(v)|.

Lemma 4.12. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For n ≥ 5 we have,

P
(
|B∆(v)| < min

(
eα∆n/5,

n+ 1

2
∆

))
≤ eα∆n/5.
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Proof. By definition we have |B∆(v)| ≥ k if and only if τk(v) ≤ ∆. Therefore, P(B∆(v) < k) =
1− Fk(∆). Lemma 4.8 yields

P
(
|B∆(v)| < min

(
eα∆n−1

4 ,
n+ 1

2

))
≤ 1−

(
1− e

−α
(
n−min

(
eα∆n−1

4 ,n+1
2

))
∆

)min

(
eα∆n−1

4 ,n+1
2

)
−1

≤ 1−
(

1− e−α(n−n+1
2 )∆

)eα∆n−1
4 −1

≤ 1−
(

1− e−α∆n−1
2

)eα∆n−1
4

We apply the Bernoulli inequality (1 + x)y ≥ 1 + xy, which holds for x ≥ −1 and y /∈ (0, 1). We
obtain

P
(
|B∆(v)| < min

(
eα∆n−1

4 ,
n+ 1

2

))
≤ 1−

(
1− e−α∆n−1

2

)eα∆n−1
4

≤ 1−
(

1− e−α∆n−1
2 · eα∆n−1

4

)
= e−α∆n−1

4 .

For n ≥ 5 we have (n − 1)/4 ≥ n/5. Therefore, for n ≥ 5, we can replace (n − 1)/4 by n/5 to
obtain

P
(
|B∆(v)| < min

(
eα∆n

5 ,
n+ 1

2

))
≤ e−α∆n/5.

We use the previous lemma to prove our final structural property for random shortest path metrics.
We show that a random shortest path metric instance can, given any maximum diameter, be
partitioned into a number of clusters dependent on this diameter. This is shown in the next
theorem.

Theorem 4.13. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For every ∆ ≥ 0, if we
partition the vertices of M into clusters, each of diameter at most 6∆, then the expected number
of clusters needed to make this partition is bounded from above by O(1 + n/ exp(α∆n/5)).

Proof. Let s∆ = min{exp(α∆n/5, (n + 1)/2}. We call a vertex a dense center if the number of
vertices within distance ∆ of v is at least s∆. Thus v is a dense center if |B∆(v)| ≥ s∆. We call
the set of vertices within distance ∆ of v the ∆-ball of v. The diameter of such a ball is at most
2∆. If a vertex is not a dense center, we call it a sparse center.

In the remainder of this proof, we first show that the expected number of sparse centers is at most
O(n/s∆). Then we show that the dense centers can be divided into at most O(n/s∆) clusters of
diameter at most 6∆. These results are then combined to obtain a partitioning into the number
of clusters that we want to prove.

For the first part we use Lemma 4.12. This lemma implies that a vertex is a sparse center with a
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probability of at most O (exp(−α∆n/5)). Since there are n vertices, we find

E(number of sparse centers) =
∑
v∈V

P(v is a sparse center)

≤ n ·O
(
e−α∆n/5

)
= O

(
n

s∆

)
.

This leaves us with the dense centers. We cluster these as follows: Given all dense centers with
corresponding ∆-balls, consider any maximal independent set of these ∆-balls. Since each ∆-ball
contains at least s∆ vertices, this independent set exists out of at most t ≤ n/s∆ ∆-balls. These
balls form the initial clusters C1, ..., Ct. Since we took a maximal independent set, the ∆-ball of
every remaining dense center v has at least one vertex in one of these initial clusters. We add
all remaining vertices of the corresponding ball B∆(v) to such a cluster to form final clusters
C ′1, ..., C

′
t.

Consider any two vertices u and v in some cluster C ′i. The distance from u towards its nearest
neighbor in the initial cluster Ci is at most 2∆ by construction. The same holds for v. Finally,
the diameter of the initial cluster was also 2∆. Therefore, the diameter of the final clusters is at
most 6∆.

We obtain a clustering of all vertices as follows. Every sparse center is put in a cluster of its own.
In expectation there are at most O (n/s∆) of these clusters, each of size 1 and diameter 0 ≤ 6∆.
By our previous construction, the dense centers can be put in t ≤ n/s∆ clusters of size at least
s∆ and diameter at most 6∆. Therefore, the total expected number of clusters needed is

O (n/s∆) = O
(
n/eα∆n/5 + n(n+ 1)/2

)
= O (1 + n/ exp(α∆n/5)) .

The general idea of the proof of Theorem 4.13 is visualized in Figure 3. The red vertices are
sparse centers. The blue balls are ∆-balls which have been added together to one final cluster
with diameter at most 3 · 2∆ = 6∆.

Figure 3: Example clustering, sparse centers in red, combined cluster in blue
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5 Analysis of Heuristics

In the previous section we have proven several structural properties of graphs that satisfy the α-β-
cut-property and of corresponding random shortest path metrics. We use these properties for the
probabilistic analysis of heuristics on these random metrics. We first look at the heuristic greedy

for the minimum distance perfect matching problem. Afterwards we analyze three heuristics for
the traveling salesman problem: nearest neighbor, insert and 2-opt. This section concludes
with an analysis of the heuristic trivial for the k-Median Problem.

5.1 Greedy for the Minimum Distance Perfect Matching Problem

We first consider a heuristic for the minimum distance perfect matching problem. We define this
problem as follows.

Definition 5.1 (Minimum Distance Perfect Matching Problem). Given a metric M = (V, d), a
perfect matching of M is a partitioning of the vertices into pairs, such that every vertex is part
of exactly one pair. We say vertex u is matched to vertex v if they form a pair in the matching.
The goal of the minimum distance perfect matching problem is to find a perfect matching that
minimizes the total distance between all matched pairs of vertices.

This problem has been widely analyzed throughout history. We do for instance know the worst-
case running-time for finding a minimum distance perfect matching is O(n3), which is high when
considering a large number of vertices. Because of this, heuristics are often used. We analyze one
heuristic for this problem, which is called greedy. This heuristic follows a simple rule:

1. Start with an empty matching.

2. At every iteration, add a pair of unmatched vertices to the matching such that the distance
between the added pair of vertices is minimized.

3. Stop when all vertices are matched (perfect matching).

The approximation ratio of greedy has already been analyzed for arbitrary metric instances. The
worst-case approximation ratio on such instances is known to be O(nlog2(3/2)) [15]. Furthermore,
for random shortest path metrics on complete graphs (α = β = 1 in Definition 4.2), the expected
approximation ratio has an upper bound of O(1) [4]. We extend this last result to general values
for α and β and give an upper bound for the expected approximation ratio of O(β/α).

From now on, let GR denote the cost of the matching computed by greedy and let MM denote
the value of an optimal matching. In the following two theorems, we show the expected value of
GR is O(1/α).

Lemma 5.2. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property and
let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let f(n) be an arbitrary function
such that f(n) = ω(1). If we define δf(n) as the sum of all distances in the metric greater than or
equal to f(n) ln(n)/αn, then

E
(
δf(n)

)
= o

(
1

α

)
.
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Proof. First of all, for arbitrary u, v ∈ V , we split the expectation as follows:

E
(
δf(n)

)
= E

(
number of distances ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
· E
(
d(u, v)

∣∣∣∣ d(u, v) ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
.

For the first part, since we have n vertices, there are n2 distances defined. We obtain

E
(

number of distances ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
= n2 · P

(
d(u, v) ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
.

The probability that an arbitrary distance exceeds some value is smaller than the probability that
the largest distance exceeds this value. Combining this with Theorem 4.11 yields

E
(

number of distances ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
= n2 · P

(
d(u, v) ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
≤ n2 · P

(
∆max ≥

f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
= n2 ·O

(
n2−f(n)/4

)
= O

(
n4−f(n)/4

)
.

For the second part, since d(u, v) equals the total weight of some shortest path in a graph on n
vertices where all edge weights are drawn independently from Exp(1), we find

E
(
d(u, v)

∣∣∣∣ d(u, v) ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
≤ f(n) ln(n)

αn
+ n · E(Exp(1)) =

f(n) ln(n)

αn
+ n.

Combining these results yields

E
(
δf(n)

)
= E

(
number of distances ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
· E
(
d(u, v) | d(u, v) ≥ f(n) ln(n)

αn

)
≤ O

(
n4−f(n)/4

)
·
(
f(n) ln(n)

αn
+ n

)
= O

(
n5−f(n)/4

)
+O

(
n3−f(n)/4 · f(n) ln(n)

α

)
.

Since f(n) = ω(1), we have

O
(
n5−f(n)/4

)
= o(1)

and

O

(
n3−f(n)/4 · f(n) ln(n)

α

)
= O

(
n4+ln(f(n))−f(n)/4

α

)
= o

(
1

α

)
.

Since α ≤ 1, this leads us to conclude that

E
(
δf(n)

)
= O

(
n5−f(n)/4

)
+O

(
n3−f(n)/4 · f(n) ln(n)

α

)
= o(1) + o

(
1

α

)
= o

(
1

α

)
.

Theorem 5.3. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have

E(GR) = O

(
1

α

)
.
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Proof. Let ∆i = i
αn . We divide a run of greedy in phases as follows: the algorithm is in phase i if

a pair (u, v) is added to the matching such that d(u, v) ∈ (6∆i−1, 6∆i]. We look at the contribution
of each phase.

First of all, by Theorem 5.2, the expected sum of all distances greater than or equal to ∆ω(ln(n))

is o(1/α). Therefore we bound the contribution of all phases with i ≥ ω(ln(n)) by o(1/α). What
remains is to find the contribution of the first O(ln(n)) phases.

Since greedy always chooses the shortest possible distance, it goes through all phases in increasing
order. Now assume the algorithm has finished Phase i − 1. By Theorem 4.13 we can partition
the vertices in an expected number of O(1 + n/ exp((i− 1)/5)) clusters, each of diameter at most
6∆i−1. By definition, the longest distance in each cluster is at most 6∆i−1. This implies that
every cluster has at most one unmatched vertex (otherwise the algorithm could have added an
extra pair of vertices before reaching Phase i). This leaves a total expected number of at most
O(1+n/ exp((i−1)/5)) unmatched vertices that might be matched in Phase i. Thus in expectation
at most O(1 + n/ exp((i − 1)/5)) pairs of vertices can be added in Phase i, each contributing a
distance of at most 6∆i. This yields an upper bound for the total expected contribution of Phase
i of O(i/αn+ i/α exp((i− 1)/5)).

Let ci be the contribution of Phase i. Summing over all phases yields

E(GR) =

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

E(ci) +

∞∑
i=ω(ln(n))

E(ci)

=

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

αn
+

i

αe(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)

=
1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
.

We use Lemma 3.3 to find an upper bound for the summation. This yields

E(GR) =
1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
=

1

α
·O (1) + o

(
1

α

)
= O

(
1

α

)
.

Before we can prove an upper bound for the expected approximation ratio of greedy, we need one
more lemma. The next lemma gives a tail bound for the set of lightest edge weights in a graph
that satisfies the α-β-cut-property. This lemma is followed directly by a proof of an upper bound
of O(β/α) for the approximation ratio of greedy.

Lemma 5.4. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let Sm bet the sum of the m
lightest edge weights in G. For all φ ≤ (n− 1)/n and c ∈ [0, 2φ2] we have

P
(
Sφn ≤

c

β

)
≤ exp

(
φn

(
1 + ln

(
c

2φ2

)))
.
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Furthermore, MM ≥ Sn/2, where MM is the total distance of a minimum distance perfect matching
in M .

Proof. G has |E| edges. Every edge has an independent weight drawn from a standard exponential
distribution. Therefore, the lightest edge weight is equal to the minimum of |E| exponential
distributions with parameter 1. This has the same distribution as an exponential distribution
with parameter |E| [17, page 302]. The second lightest edge weight equals the lightest edge weight
plus the remaining weight of the second lightest edge. Since all weights are drawn from Exp(1), by
the memoryless property of the exponential distribution, the remaining weight equals the minimum
of |E|−1 exponential distributions with parameter 1. Thus the second lightest edge weight has as
distribution Exp(|E|) + Exp(|E| − 1). By continuing this process for the lightest φn edge weights
we obtain

Sφn ∼
φn−1∑
i=0

(φn− i) · Exp (|E| − i) =

φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
|E| − i
φn− i

)
.

Since the α-β-cut-property holds, G is connected and |E| ≥ n − 1 ≥ φn. This implies (|E| −
i)/(φn− i) ≤ |E|/φn. We obtain

Sφn ∼
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
|E| − i
φn− i

)
≥
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
|E|
φn

)
.

Since the α-β-cut-property holds, we have |E| ≤ βn(n− 1)/2. This yields

Sφn ≥
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
|E|
φn

)
≥
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
β(n− 1)

2φ

)
.

This immediately implies

P
(
Sφn ≤

c

β

)
≤ P

(
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
β(n− 1)

2φ

)
≤ c

β

)
.

We apply Lemma 3.5 to bound this probability from above. In our case, µ = 2φ2n/β(n − 1),
a∗ = β(n − 1)/2φ and λµ = c/β. This implies λ = c(n − 1)/2φ2n. We can apply the tailbound
if λ = c(n− 1)/2φ2n ≤ 1. Since c(n− 1)/2φ2n < c/2φ2, this certainly holds for c ∈ [0, 2φ2]. The
tailbound yields

P
(
Sφn ≤

c

β

)
≤ P

(
φn−1∑
i=0

Exp

(
β(n− 1)

2φ

)
≤ c

β

)

≤ exp

(
−φn

(
c(n− 1)

2φ2n
− 1− ln

(
c(n− 1)

2φ2n

)))
.

Since c(n− 1)/2φ2n ≤ c/2φ2, we obtain

P
(
Sφn ≤

c

β

)
≤ exp

(
−φn

(
c(n− 1)

2φ2n
− 1− ln

(
c(n− 1)

2φ2n

)))
≤ exp

(
φn

(
1 + ln

(
c

2φ2

)))
.

For the second part of this lemma, we need to show MM ≥ Sn/2. In order to do this, consider a
minimum distance perfect matching in a random shortest path metric. We replace every distance
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between matched pairs of vertices by their corresponding paths in G. Since every vertex is part
of at least one of these paths, the union of the paths uses at least n/2 different edges of G. These
n/2 edges have a total weight of at most MM and at least Sn/2. Therefore indeed MM ≥ Sn/2.

Theorem 5.5. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have

E
(

GR

MM

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

Proof. Let c > 0 be a sufficiently small constant. We use Lemma 3.4 to obtain

E
(

GR

MM

)
≤ E

(
β

c
GR

)
+ E

(
GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ MM <
c

β

)
· P
(
MM <

c

β

)
.

We bound the first part by applying Theorem 5.3 and noting that c is a constant. We obtain

E
(
β

c
GR

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

We bound the second expectation from above by the worst-case approximation ratio of greedy,
which is known to be O(nlog2(3/2)) [15]. Finally, since c is sufficiently small, Lemma 5.4 with
φ = 1/2 yields

P
(
MM <

c

β

)
≤ P

(
Sn/2 <

c

β

)
≤ en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Combining these observations yields

E
(

GR

MM

)
≤ E

(
β

c
GR

)
+ E

(
GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ MM <
c

β

)
· P
(
MM <

c

β

)
≤ O

(
β

α

)
+O

(
nlog2(3/2)

)
· en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Since c is sufficiently small, the second part becomes o(1). We conclude

E
(

GR

MM

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

5.2 Nearest Neighbor for the Traveling Salesman Problem

The second heuristic that we consider is a heuristic for the Traveling Salesman Problem. We define
this problem as follows.

Definition 5.6 (Traveling Salesman Problem). Given is a metric M = (V, d). The traveling
salesman problem involves finding a tour through all vertices in V using the shortest possible
route, with respect to the distance function d, such that every vertex is visited exactly once and the
tour starts and ends at the same vertex.

The traveling salesman problem is known to be an NP-hard problem [11]. This means that there
does not exist an algorithm that can solve this problem in polynomial time, unless P = NP. Since
no efficient algorithm for the traveling salesman problem is known, heuristics are often used to
approximate the optimal solution to this problem. We analyze a heuristic that is called nearest

neighbor. This heuristic follows the following rules:
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1. Start with some starting vertex v0 as current vertex v.

2. At every step, choose the nearest unvisited neighbor u of v as the next vertex in the tour
and move to the next iteration with the new vertex u as current vertex v.

3. Go back to v0 if all vertices are visited.

Since all vertices are visited exactly once and the algorithm terminates at the starting vertex, the
heuristic does indeed find a feasible tour.

The approximation ratio of nearest neighbor has already been analyzed for arbitrary metric
instances. The worst-case approximation ratio on such instances is known to be O(ln(n)) [16].
Furthermore, for random shortest path metrics on complete graphs (α = β = 1 in Definition 4.2),
the expected approximation ratio has an upper bound of O(1) [4]. We extend this last result to
general values for α and β and show an upper bound for the expected approximation ratio of
O(β/α).

From now on, let NN denote the cost of the tour computed by nearest neighbor and let TSP
denote the value of an optimal tour. In the following theorem, we show that the expected value
of NN is O(1/α).

Theorem 5.7. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have

E(NN) = O

(
1

α

)
.

Proof. Let ∆i = i
αn . By Theorem 4.13 we can partition the vertices in an expected number of

O(1 + n/ exp(in/5)) clusters, each of diameter at most 6∆i. We refer to these clusters as the
i-clusters.

Suppose that the distance to the neighbor chosen by nearest neighbor for a vertex v is in the
interval (6∆i, 6∆i+1]. Since all i-clusters have a diameter of at most 6∆i, the chosen neighbor
cannot be in the same i-cluster as v. This is only possible if all other vertices of the i-cluster have
already been visited. Otherwise, there would be another unvisited vertex u in the same i-cluster
within a distance of at most 6∆i to v. Since there is an expected number of O(1 + n/ exp(i/5))
clusters, the expected number of vertices contributing a distance in the interval (6∆i, 6∆i+1] to
the tour is at most O(1+n/ exp(i/5)). An upper bound for the total contribution of these vertices
is then O((i+ 1)/αn+ (i+ 1)/α exp(i/5).

The contribution that we found can be used if i is not too large. For i ≥ ω(ln(n)), we use Theorem
5.2 to show that the expected sum of all distances greater than or equal to ∆ω(ln(n)) is o(1/α).
Therefore, we bound the contribution of vertices contributing a distance greater than or equal to
∆ω(ln(n)) to the tour by o(1/α).

Let ci be the contribution of all vertices added by nearest neighbor that contribute a distance
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in the interval (6∆i, 6∆i+1] to the tour. Summing over all values of i yields

E(NN) =

O(ln(n))∑
i=0

E(ci) +

∞∑
i=ω(ln(n))

E(ci)

=

O(ln(n))∑
i=0

O

(
i+ 1

αn
+
i+ 1

αei/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)

=
1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
.

We use Lemma 3.3 to give an upper bound for the summation. This yields

E(NN) =
1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
=

1

α
·O (1) + o

(
1

α

)
= O

(
1

α

)
.

Before we can prove the expected approximation ratio of nearest neighbor, we need one more
lemma. This lemma states that the value of TSP can be bounded from below by the n/2 lightest
edge weights in the graph. This lemma is followed directly by a proof of an upper bound of O(β/α)
for the approximation ratio of nearest neighbor.

Lemma 5.8. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let Sn/2 be the sum of the
n/2 lightest edge weights in G. Then we have TSP ≥ Sn/2, where TSP is the total distance of the
optimal traveling salesman tour.

Proof. By Lemma 5.4, we already know MM ≥ Sn/2, where MM is the distance of a minimum
distance perfect matching. If we can prove TSP ≥ MM, we are done. Indeed we have TSP ≥ MM,
since every tour through all vertices is the combination of two matchings. Both matchings can
never be smaller than MM. Therefore we have TSP ≥ 2 ·MM ≥ MM.

Theorem 5.9. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have

E
(

NN

TSP

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

Proof. Let c > 0 be a sufficiently small constant. We use Lemma 3.4 to obtain

E
(

NN

TSP

)
≤ E

(
β

c
NN

)
+ E

(
NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ TSP < c

β

)
· P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
.

We bound the first part by applying Theorem 5.7 and noting that c is a constant. We obtain

E
(
β

c
NN

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

27



We bound the second expectation from above by the worst-case approximation ratio of nearest

neighbor, which is known to be O(ln(n)) [16]. Finally, since c is sufficiently small, by Lemmas
5.8 and 5.4 with φ = 1/2, we have

P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
≤ P

(
Sn/2 <

c

β

)
≤ en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Combining these observations yields

E
(

NN

TSP

)
≤ E

(
β

c
NN

)
+ E

(
NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ TSP < c

β

)
· P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
≤ O

(
β

α

)
+O (ln(n)) · en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Since c is sufficiently small, the second part becomes o(1). We conclude

E
(

NN

TSP

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

5.3 Insert for the Traveling Salesman Problem

In this section we consider another heuristic for the traveling salesman problem, which is given in
Definition 5.6. We analyze the heuristic called insert. This heuristic takes the following steps:

1. Start with an initial optimal tour on a few vertices chosen according to some predefined rule
R.

2. At every step, choose a vertex according to the same predefined rule R.

3. Insert the vertex in the current tour such that the total distance increases the least.

The performance of insert depends on the insertion rule R. However, for any rule R, the worst-
case approximation ratio is at most O(ln(n)) [16]. Furthermore, for random shortest path metrics
on complete graphs (α = β = 1 in Definition 4.2), for every rule R, the expected approximation
ratio has an upper bound of O(1) [4]. We extend this last result to general values for α and β and
show an upper bound for the expected approximation ratio for every rule R of O(β/α).

From now on, let INR denote the cost of the tour computed by insert with rule R and let TSP
denote the value of an optimal tour. In the following theorem, we show the expected value of INR
is O(1/α).

Theorem 5.10. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have for every rule R

E(INR) = O

(
1

α

)
.

Proof. First of all, the expected cost of the initial tour T is the cost of an optimal tour through
the initial vertices. Since we have a metric, we have T ≤ TSP. We bound the expected cost of

28



TSP from above by the approximation ratio that we found for nearest neighbor. By Theorem
5.7 we have

E(T) ≤ E(TSP) ≤ E(NN) = O

(
1

α

)
.

Let ∆i = i
αn . By Theorem 4.13 we can partition the vertices in an expected number of O(1 +

n/ exp(in/5)) clusters, each of diameter at most 6∆i. We refer to these clusters as the i-clusters.

Suppose we have a partial tour and the next vertex to be inserted is v. If the tour has a vertex
u that is in the same i-cluster as v, then the total distance of the tour is increased by at most
2d(u, v) ≤ 12∆i (triangle inequality). Therefore, for every i, only the insertion of the first vertex
of an i-cluster can increase the distance by more than 12∆i. Since there is an expected number of
O(1 +n/ exp(in/5)) i-clusters, the number of vertices whose insertion would increase the distance
by an amount in the range (12∆i, 12∆i+1] is at most O(1 + n/ exp(in/5)). Thus the contribution
of insertions increasing the distance by an amount in the range (12∆i, 12∆i+1] is at most O(i/αn+
i/α exp(in/5))

The contribution that we found can be used if i is not too large. For i ≥ ω(ln(n)), we use Theorem
5.2 to show that the expected sum of all distances greater than or equal to ∆ω(ln(n)) is o(1/α).
Therefore, we bound the contribution of insertions contributing a distance to the tour greater than
or equal to ∆ω(ln(n)) by o(1/α).

Let ci be the contribution of insertions increasing the tour distance by an amount in the range
(12∆i, 12∆i+1]. Summing over all values of i yields

E(INR) = E(T) +

O(ln(n))∑
i=0

E(ci) +

∞∑
i=ω(ln(n))

E(ci)

= O

(
1

α

)
+

O(ln(n))∑
i=0

O

(
i+ 1

αn
+
i+ 1

αei/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)

= O

(
1

α

)
+

1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
.

We use Lemma 3.3 to give an upper bound for the summation. This yields

E(INR) = O

(
1

α

)
+

1

α

O(ln(n))∑
i=1

O

(
i

n
+

i

e(i−1)/5

)
+ o

(
1

α

)
= O

(
1

α

)
+

1

α
·O (1) + o

(
1

α

)
= O

(
1

α

)
.

With this, we have everything we need to give an upper bound for the expected approximation
ratio of insert independent of rule R.

Theorem 5.11. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have for every rule R

E
(
INR
TSP

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.
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Proof. Let c > 0 be a sufficiently small constant. We use Lemma 3.4 to obtain

E
(
INR
TSP

)
≤ E

(
β

c
INR

)
+ E

(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ TSP < c

β

)
· P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
.

We bound the first part by applying Theorem 5.10 and noting that c is a constant. We obtain

E
(
β

c
INR

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

We bound the second expectation from above by the worst-case approximation ratio of insert,
which is known to be O(ln(n)) [16]. Finally, since c is sufficiently small, by Lemmas 5.8 and 5.4
with φ = 1/2, we have

P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
≤ P

(
Sn/2 <

c

β

)
≤ en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Combining these observations yields

E
(
INR
TSP

)
≤ E

(
β

c
INR

)
+ E

(
INR
TSP

| TSP < c

β

)
· P
(
TSP <

c

β

)
≤ O

(
β

α

)
+O (ln(n)) · en2 (1+ln(2c)).

Since c is sufficiently small, the second part becomes o(1). We conclude

E
(
INR
TSP

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

5.4 2-OPT for the Traveling Salesman Problem

The third and last heuristic that we cover for the traveling salesman problem, which is given in
Definition 5.6, is called 2-opt. This algorithm takes the following steps:

1. Start with an initial tour on all vertices.

2. Improve the tour by 2-exchanges, which are explained below.

3. Stop if no improvement can be made anymore.

A 2-exchange goes as follows. The algorithm takes vertices v1, v2, v3, v4 such that the vertices are
visited in this order in the tour. Furthermore, v2 is visited immediately after v1 and v4 is visited
immediately after v3. Then it replaces the order {v1, v2} and {v3, v4} by {v1, v3} and {v2, v4} if
and only if this creates a shorter tour. We only have a 2-exchange if an improvement is made. An
example of a 2-exchange is given in Figure 4

In contrast to the analysis of previous heuristics, we do not give a bound for the approximation
ratio of 2-opt. Instead, we give an upper bound for the expected number of iterations 2-opt takes
until the algorithm terminates. In the worst-case scenario, the number of iterations is exponential.
However, for random shortest path metrics on complete graphs (α = β = 1 in Definition 4.2),
an upper bound of O(n8 ln3(n)) is known for the expected number of iterations [4]. We extend
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v1

v2

v3

v4

⇒

v1

v2

v3

v4

Figure 4: Example of a 2-exchange

this result to general values for α and β and show an upper bound for the expected number of
iterations of O(n8 ln3(n)β/α).

We start by defining the improvement obtained from a 2-exchange. If {v1, v2} and {v3, v4} are
replaced by {v1, v3} and {v2, v4}, then the improvement made by the exchange equals the change
in distance ζ = d(v1, v2) + d(v3, v4)− d(v1, v3)− d(v2, v4). These four distances correspond to four
shortest paths (P12, P34, P13, P24) in the graph G = (V,E). This implies that we can rewrite ζ as
the sum of the weights on these paths. We obtain ζ =

∑
e∈E γew(e), where γe ∈ {−2,−1, 0, 1, 2}

depends on which of the paths (P12, P34, P13, P24) contain e.

Since we are looking at the improvement obtained by a 2-exchange, we have ζ > 0. This
implies that there exists some e = {u, u′} ∈ E such that γe 6= 0. Given this edge e, let
I ⊆ {P12, P34, P13, P24} be the set of all edges on the paths of the 2-exchange that contain e.

Then, for all combinations e and I, let ζe,Iij be defined as follows:

� If Pij /∈ I, then ζe,Iij is the length of the shortest path from vi to vj without using e.

� If Pij ∈ I, then ζe,Iij is the minimum of

– the length of a shortest path from vi to u without using e plus the length of a shortest
path from u′ to vj without using e and

– the length of a shortest path from vi to u′ without using e plus the length of a shortest
path from u to vj without using e.

Define ζe,I = ζe,I12 + ζe,I34 − ζ
e,I
13 − ζ

e,I
24 . We use this information for the following two lemmas.

Lemma 5.12. Let G = (V,E) be a graph and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest
path metric. Then there exists an edge e and a set I such that ζ = ζe,I + γw(e), where γ ∈
{−2,−1, 1, 2} is determined by e and I.

Proof. Consider the four shortest paths from the 2-exchange. As previously stated there exists
some edge e with non-zero value γe. Choose this e, the corresponding set I and take γ = γe. If
e /∈ Pij , then by definition ζe,Iij = d(vi, vj). If e ∈ Pij , then by definition ζe,Iij = d(vi, vj) − w(e).
Adding this all together gives

ζe,I + γw(e) = d(v1, v2) + d(v3, v4)− d(v1, v3)− d(v2, v4)− γew(e) + γew(e) = ζ.

Lemma 5.13. Let G = (V,E) be a graph and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest
path metric. Let e and I be given with with γ = γe 6= 0. Then P(ζe,I + γw(e) ∈ (0, x]) ≤ x.
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Proof. Fix all edge weights except for w(e). Then the value of ζe,I is known. Therefore we have
ζe,I + γw(e) ∈ (0, x] if and only if w(e) ∈ (−ζe,I/γ, (−ζe,I +x)/γ], an interval of length x/|γ| ≤ x.
Since w(e) is drawn from Exp(1) and the density function of this distribution does not exceed 1,
we have

P
(
ζe,I + γw(e)) ∈ (0, x]

)
= P

(
w(e) ∈ (−ζe,I/γ, (−ζe,I + x)/γ]

)
≤ x/|γ| ≤ x.

The previous two lemmas enable us to give an upper bound for the probability that a 2-exchange
decreases the length of the tour by at most x. This is done in the next lemma, which is followed
directly by a proof of an upper bound of O(n8 ln3(n)β/α) for the number of iterations of 2-opt.

Lemma 5.14. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. We have

P(ζ ∈ (0, x]) = O
(
βn2x

)
Proof. Using Lemma 5.12 we find

P(ζ ∈ (0, x]) ≤ P
(
∃ e, I

∣∣ ζe,I + γew(e) ∈ (0, x]
)
.

The number of possible choices for edge e and corresponding set I is bounded by the number of
edges in the graph. Thus the number of possible choices is bounded from above by βn(n− 1)/2.
Taking a union bound over all choices of e and I yields

P(ζ ∈ (0, x]) ≤ P
(
∃ e, I

∣∣ ζe,I + γew(e) ∈ (0, x]
)

≤ O
(
βn2

)
· P
(
ζe,I + γew(e) ∈ (0, x]

)
= O

(
βn2x

)
,

where the last inequality is a result of Lemma 5.13.

Theorem 5.15. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. The expected number of
iterations of 2-opt until a local optimum is found is bounded from above by O(n8 ln3(n)β/α).

Proof. Let ζmin > 0 be the minimum improvement that can be made by a 2-exchange. The total
number of different 2-exchanges is bounded from above by |V |2 · |V |2 = n4. Therefore, by applying
a union bound over all possible 2-exchanges, we obtain

P (ζmin ≤ y) ≤ n4 · P(ζ ∈ (0, y]).

Applying Lemma 5.14 yields

P (ζmin ≤ y) ≤ n4 · P(ζ ∈ (0, y])

= O(βn6y).

The initial tour has a length of at most n∆max, where ∆max is the maximum distance between
two vertices in the metric. Let T be the number of iterations taken by 2-opt. Since the length
of an optimal tour is non-negative we have T ≤ n∆max/ζmin. This yields that T > x implies
∆max/ζmin > x/n. This is contained in the union of the events ∆max > c ln(x) ln(n)/αn and
ζmin < c ln(x) ln(n)/αx, where c is a sufficiently large constant. We obtain

P(T > x) ≤ P
(

∆max > c ln(x)
ln(n)

αn

)
+ P

(
ζmin < c ln(x)

ln(n)

αx

)
.
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By Theorem 4.11 we have

P
(

∆max > c ln(x)
ln(n)

αn

)
= O

(
n2−c ln(x)/8

)
.

Since c is sufficiently large, this becomes O(n−Ω(ln(x))). Furthermore, we have

P
(
ζmin < c ln(x)

ln(n)

αx

)
= O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)

ln(x)

x

)
.

Since a total of n! different tours through n vertices exist, we know that T is bounded from above
by n!. Since c is sufficiently large, we obtain

E(T ) =

n!∑
x=1

P (T > x)

≤
n!∑
x=1

P
(

∆max > c ln(x)
ln(n)

αn

)
+

n!∑
x=1

P
(
ζmin < c ln(x)

ln(n)

αx

)

=

n!∑
x=1

O
(
n−Ω(ln(x))

)
+

n!∑
x=1

O

(
β

α
n6 ln(n)

ln(x)

x

)
= O

(
β

α
n8 ln3(n)

)
,

where the last equality follows from Lemma 3.6.

5.5 Trivial for the k-Median Problem

The final problem that we look into is the k-median problem. This problem is defined as follows.

Definition 5.16 (k-Median Problem). Let a metric M = (V, d) be given. The goal of the k-
median problem is to find a set U ⊂ V of size k such that the sum of the distances from all nodes
to U is minimized. Thus the goal is to find a set U of size k such that

∑
v∈V minu∈U d(v, u) is

minimized.

We analyze one heuristic for the k-median problem. This heuristic is called trivial. This is an
algorithm that picks k vertices independently of the metric space M . The worst-case approxi-
mation ratio of trivial is unbounded. However, for random shortest path metrics on complete
graphs (α = β = 1 in Definition 4.2), the expected approximation ratio has an upper bound of
O(1) and even 1 + o(1) for k sufficiently small [4]. We extend this result to general values for α
and β and give an upper bound for the expected approximation ratio of O(β/α) for k large and
β/α+ o(β/α) for k sufficiently small.

For our analysis, let U = {v1, . . . , vk} be an arbitrary set of k vertices. Define Cost(U) as the
total distance from U to all vertices in V . Furthermore, sort all other vertices {vk+1, . . . , vn} in
increasing distance from U . For k + 1 ≤ i ≤ n, let ρi = d(vi, U) equal the distance from U to the
(i− k)-th closest vertex to U . Finally, let TR denote the cost of the solution created by trivial

and let ME be the cost of an optimal solution to the k-median problem. We start by bounding
the expected value of TR.

Lemma 5.17. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property,
let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric and let U be an arbitrary set of k
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vertices. Then we have
n−1∑
i=k

Exp(βi) ≤ cost(U) ≤
n−1∑
i=k

Exp(αi).

Proof. We analyze the distribution of ρi in the same way as we analyzed the distribution of τk(v,G)
in Section 4.2. The only difference is that we start with k vertices instead of one vertex. We obtain
for k + 1 ≤ i ≤ n

i−1∑
j=k

Exp(βj(n− j)) ≤ ρi ≤
i−1∑
j=k

Exp(αj(n− j)).

Since ρi equals the distance to the (i− k)-th closest vertex to U , we have

Cost(U) =

n∑
i=k+1

ρi.

We combine these results to obtain

n−1∑
j=k

(n− j) Exp(βj(n− j)) ≤ Cost(U) ≤
n−1∑
j=k

(n− j) Exp(αj(n− j)),

which can be simplified to

n−1∑
j=k

Exp(βj) ≤ Cost(U) ≤
n−1∑
j=k

Exp(αj).

Lemma 5.18. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we
have

E(TR) ∈
[

1

β

(
ln

(
n− 1

k − 1

)
− 1

)
,

1

α

(
ln

(
n− 1

k − 1

)
+ 1

)]
.

Proof. Since trivial picks k vertices, we have

E(TR) = E(Cost(U)).

Applying Lemma 5.17 yields

n−1∑
i=k

1

βi
≤ E(TR) ≤

n−1∑
i=k

1

αi
.

Using the harmonic numbers we can rewrite this to

1

β
(Hn−1 −Hk−1) ≤ E(TR) ≤ 1

α
(Hn−1 −Hk−1) .

Since ln(i) ≤ Hi ≤ ln(i) + 1 holds for all i, we obtain

1

β

(
ln

(
n− 1

k − 1

)
− 1

)
≤ E(TR) ≤ 1

α

(
ln

(
n− 1

k − 1

)
+ 1

)
.
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In order to bound the expected value of the ratio TR/ME, we need to bound the probability that
ME is very small and the probability that TR is very large. In the following three lemmas we give
a bound from above for the probability that ME is very small for sufficiently small values of k and
for large values of k. Afterwards we give a bound from above for the probability that TR is very
large.

Lemma 5.19. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property,
let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric and let U be an arbitrary set of k
vertices. Then the probability density function of Cost(U) is bounded from above by

f(x) ≤ βk
(
n− 1

k

)
e−βkx

(
1− e−βx

)n−k−1
.

Proof. By Lemma 5.17 we have

Cost(U) ≥
n−1∑
i=k

Exp(βi).

According to Lemma 3.7, the right hand side has the same distribution as the (n − k)-th order
statistic out of n−1 random variables with distribution Exp(β). The density of this order statistic
is known to be the density we want to proof [17, Example 2.38]. The result follows.

Lemma 5.20. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let c > 0 be sufficiently large
and let k ≤ c′n for c′ = c′(c) > 0 sufficiently small. Then we have

P

(
ME ≤

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)
= n−Ω(c).

Proof. By Lemma 5.19, for every fixed U ⊂ V of size k, we have the following upper bound for
the density function of Cost(U):

f(x) ≤ βk
(
n− 1

k

)
e−βkx

(
1− e−βx

)n−k−1
.

We want to bound this density function from above at x = ln((n− 1)/ak)/β for sufficiently large
a with 1 ≤ a ≤ (n− 1)/k. For this particular value of x we have

f(x) ≤ βk
(
n− 1

k

)(
ak

n− 1

)k (
1− ak

n− 1

)n−k−1

.

Applying the inequality
(
a
b

)
≤ (ae/b)b yields

f(x) ≤ βk (n− 1)kek

kk

(
ak

n− 1

)k (
1− ak

n− 1

)n−k−1

≤ βk(ae)k
(

1− ak

n− 1

)n−k−1

.

Since 1 + x ≤ exp(x), we obtain

f(x) ≤ βk(ae)keak(n−k−1)/(n−1).
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Since k is sufficiently small, we have (n−k−1)/(n−1) = Ω(1). We bound the exponent to obtain

f(x) ≤ βk(ae)ke−Ω(ak)

= βeln(k)+k ln(a)+k · e−Ω(ak).

As a is sufficiently large, we have ln(k) + k ln(a) + k = o(ak). This yields

f(x) ≤ βeln(k)+k ln(a)+k · e−Ω(ak)

= βeo(ak) · e−Ω(ak)

= βe−Ω(ak).

Earlier we chose x = ln((n − 1)/ak)/β. This can be rewritten to a = (n − 1) exp(−βx)/k.
Substituting this value for a yields

f(x) ≤ βe−Ω((n−1) exp(−βx)),

which holds for x ∈ [0, ln((n− 1)/bk)/β] for b ≥ 1 sufficiently large. This constraint ensures that
a is sufficiently large.

We use the density function to bound the probability that Cost(U) is small. We obtain

P
(
Cost(U) <

1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
=

ˆ 1
β ln(n−1

bk )

0

f(x)dx

=

ˆ 1
β ln(n−1

bk )

0

f

(
1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

)
− x
)

dx

≤
ˆ 1

β ln(n−1
bk )

0

βe−Ω(bk exp(βx))dx.

Substituting y = βx yields

P
(
Cost(U) <

1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
≤
ˆ 1

β ln(n−1
bk )

0

βe−Ω(bk exp(βx))dx

=

ˆ ln(n−1
bk )

0

e−Ω(bk exp(y))dy.

Since 1 + x ≤ exp(x), we obtain

P
(
Cost(U) <

1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
≤
ˆ ln(n−1

bk )

0

e−Ω(bk exp(y))dy

≤
ˆ ln(n−1

bk )

0

e−Ω(bk(1+y))dy

≤ e−Ω(bk)

ˆ ∞
0

e−Ω(bky)dy

≤ e−Ω(bk),

where the last step follows from the fact that
´∞

0
exp(−Ω(bky))dy = O(1/bk) ≤ 1 as b is sufficiently

large.

36



In order for ME to be small, there must exist a subset U ⊂ V of size k that has a small cost. We
bound the probability that ME is small by taking a a union bound over all subsets U ⊂ V of size
k. This yields

P
(
ME <

1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
= P

(
∃U ⊂ V, |U | = k

∣∣∣∣ Cost(U) <
1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
≤
(
n

k

)
· P
(
Cost(U) <

1

β
ln

(
n− 1

bk

))
≤
(
n

k

)
· e−Ω(bk).

Set b = c ln(n/k) for sufficiently large c ≥ 1. Then we fulfill the condition that b ≥ 1 and
sufficiently large. This yields

P

ME <

ln

(
n−1

ck ln(nk )

)
β

 = P

(
ME <

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)

≤
(
n

k

)
· e−Ω(ck ln(n/k))

=

(
n

k

)
·
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

.

Since
(
a
b

)
≤ (ae/b)b, we obtain

P

(
ME <

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)
≤
(
n

k

)
·
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

≤
(en
k

)k
·
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

.

Since k is sufficiently smaller than n, we have en/k ≤ (n/k)2. As c is sufficiently large, we obtain

P

(
ME <

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)
≤
(en
k

)k
·
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

≤
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

.

Finally, since k ≥ 1 and k is sufficiently smaller than n, we have (n/k)k ≥ n. This yields

P

(
ME <

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)
≤
(n
k

)−Ω(ck)

≤ n−Ω(c).

Lemma 5.21. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let k ≤ (1 − ε)n for some
constant ε > 0. For every c ∈ [0, 2ε2), we have

P
(
ME ≤ c

β

)
= cΩ(n).
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Proof. The value of ME is the sum of n−k distances in M and therefore the sum of n−k shortest
path lengths in G. Since all these paths connect a vertex to one of the vertices in the optimal
solution of k-median, the union of the paths uses at least n − k different edges from G. Let Sm
be the sum of the m lightest edge weights in G. We obtain ME ≥ Sn−k. Since k ≤ (1 − ε)n for
some constant ε > 0, we have n− k ≥ εn and thus Sn−k ≥ Sεn. This yields

P
(
ME <

c

β

)
≤ P

(
Sεn <

c

β

)
.

We apply Lemma 5.4 with φ = ε to the right-hand side to obtain

P
(
ME <

c

β

)
≤ eεn(1+ln( c

2ε2
))

= eΩ(ln(c)n)

= cΩ(n).

Lemma 5.22. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. For any c ≥ 4 we have

P (TR > nc) ≤ e−n
c/4

.

Proof. We can roughly bound TR by n times the diameter, ∆max, of the metric. Similarly, the
diameter of the metric is the sum of the weights of at most n edges from G. This gives us the
following bound:

TR ≤ n ·∆max ≤ n2 ·max
e∈E
{w(e)}.

Since the α-β-cut-property holds, G has at most β
(
n
2

)
edges. Therefore, maxe∈E w(e) is the

maximum of at most β
(
n
2

)
independent exponentially distributed random variables with parameter

1. Each of these has a cumulative distribution function of 1− exp(−x). This yields

P (TR ≤ nc) ≥ P
(

max
e∈E
{w(e)} ≤ nc−2

)
=
(

1− e−n
c−2
)β(n2)

.

We apply the Bernoulli inequality (1 + x)y ≥ 1 + xy, which holds for x ≥ −1 and y /∈ (0, 1), to
obtain

P (TR ≤ nc) ≥
(

1− e−n
c−2
)β(n2)

≥ 1− β
(
n

2

)
e−n

c−2

.

The inequality
(
n
2

)
exp(−nc−2) ≤ exp(−nc−3) combined with β ≤ 1 yields

P (TR ≤ nc) ≥ 1− β
(
n

2

)
e−n

c−2

≥ 1− e−n
c−3

≥ 1− e−n
c/4

,

where the last inequality follows from the assumption c ≥ 4. The desired result follows.
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With this, we have everything we need to prove our main result for trivial, an upper bound for
its expected approximation ratio.

Theorem 5.23. Let 0 < α ≤ β ≤ 1, let G = (V,E) be a graph that satisfies the α-β-cut-property
and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path metric. Let k ≤ (1 − ε)n for some
constant ε > 0. Then

E
(
TR

ME

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.

Moreover, if we have k ≤ c′n for some fixed c′ ∈ (0, 1) sufficiently small, then

E
(
TR

ME

)
=
β

α

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) )) .
Proof. By Lemma 3.4, we have for all constants m > 0

E
(
TR

ME

)
≤ E

(
β

m
TR

)
+ P

(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
Case 1 (k ≤ c′n, c′ sufficiently small): According to Lemma 5.20 we can pick a constant c > 0
sufficiently large such that

P

(
ME ≤

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

β

)
≤ n−9. (1)

Given this value of c, choose m = ln((n− 1)/k)− ln ln(n/k)− ln(c). By Lemma 5.18, we have

E
(
β

m
TR

)
≤ β

α
·

ln
(
n−1
k−1

)
+ 1

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

=
β

α
·

ln
(
n−1
k

)
+O(1)

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

=
β

α
·

(
1 +

ln ln
(
n
k

)
+ ln(c) +O(1)

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

)
.

Since c is a constant, the dominating term in the numerator is ln ln(n/k) and in the denominator
ln((n− 1)/k) = O(ln(n/k)). This yields

E
(
β

m
TR

)
≤ β

α
·

(
1 +

ln ln
(
n
k

)
+ ln(c) +O(1)

ln
(
n−1
k

)
− ln ln

(
n
k

)
− ln(c)

)

=
β

α
·

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) )) .
For the second part we have

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
= P

(
ME <

m

β

)
·
ˆ ∞

0

P
(
TR

ME
≥ x

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
dx.
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We use (1) to obtain

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
= P

(
ME <

m

β

)
·
ˆ ∞

0

P
(
TR

ME
≥ x

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
dx

≤ n8 · P
(
ME <

m

β

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
· P
(
TR

ME
≥ x

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
dx

≤ O
(

1

n

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

P
(
TR

ME
≥ x and ME <

m

β

)
dx

≤ O
(

1

n

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

P
(
TR

ME
≥ x

)
dx.

Since TR/ME ≥ x implies TR ≥
√
x or ME ≤ 1/

√
x ≤ 1/β

√
x, we can apply Lemma 5.21 and

Lemma 5.22 and obtain

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
≤ O

(
1

n

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

P
(
TR

ME
≥ x

)
dx

≤ O
(

1

n

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

2 max

{
P
(
TR ≥

√
x
)
, P
(
ME ≤ 1

β
√
x

)}
dx

≤ O
(

1

n

)
+

ˆ ∞
n8

2 max

{
exp

(
−x1/8

)
,

(
1√
x

)Ω(n)
}

dx

= O

(
1

n

)
.

Combining these results yields

E
(
TR

ME

)
≤ E

(
β

m
TR

)
+ P

(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
≤ β

α
·

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) ))+O

(
1

n

)

=
β

α
·

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) )) .
Case 2 (c′n < k ≤ (1 − ε)n, ε > 0): We repeat the proof for the previous part, but this time we
choose m as a sufficiently small constant. Then, by Lemma 5.21, we have

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
= mΩ(n) ≤ n−9. (2)

Furthermore, since m is a constant and (n− 1)/(k − 1) = O(1), by Lemma 5.18, we have

E
(
β

m
TR

)
≤ β

α
·

ln
(
n−1
k−1

)
+ 1

m
= O

(
β

α

)
.

With identical reasoning as for case 1, this time using (2) instead of (1), we can prove

P
(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
= O

(
1

n

)
.
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Combining these results yields

E
(
TR

ME

)
≤ E

(
β

m
TR

)
+ P

(
ME <

m

β

)
· E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ ME <
m

β

)
≤ O

(
β

α

)
+O

(
1

n

)
= O

(
β

α

)
.
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6 Application to Erdős–Rényi Random Graphs

So far, we have analyzed random shortest path metrics applied to graphs that satisfy the α-β-
cut-property (Definition 4.2). For these random metrics, the performance of several heuristics has
been analyzed. In this section, we first show that instances of the Erdős–Rényi random graph
model satisfy the α-β-cut-property with high probability for suitable values of α and β. We use
this to prove our main results; upper bounds for the performance of the analyzed heuristics in
random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs.

6.1 ERRG cut property

In the G(n, p) model, every edge exists with an independent probability p. For instances of the
G(n, p) model, we introduce the following specification of the α-β-cut-property, where α and β
depend on the value of p.

Definition 6.1 (ERRG cut property). Let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let
ε ∈ (0, 1). Then G has the ERRG cut property if G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1− ε)p
and β = (1 + ε)p. Thus G has the ERRG cut property if the following holds true for all U ⊂ V :∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU

∣∣∣ ≤ εpµU ,
where |c(U)| is the size of the cut induced by U and µU = |U |(n− |U |).

When p is sufficiently large, the ERRG cut property holds with high probability. This is shown
in the following lemma.

Lemma 6.2. Let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model. For constant ε ∈ (0, 1) and

p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 is constant, the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold
is at most o

(
1
n2

)
.

Proof : Using Definition 6.1, we find that the probability that the ERRG cut property does not
hold is given by

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
.

In order to bound this probability from above, we observe that for all U we have that U and V \U
induce the same cut. Because of this, we can restrict ourselves to the case where |U | ≤ n/2.

Let BU be the event that
∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU )

∣∣∣ > εpµU . Then, by applying a union bound, we obtain

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
= P

( ⋃
U⊂V

BU

)
≤

∑
U⊂V
|U |≤n/2

P(BU ). (3)

Note that pµU = p|U |(n − |U |) equals the expected size of the cut induced by U in the G(n, p)
model. We use this to apply the two-sided chernoff bound from Lemma 3.8. For every U ⊂ V and
ε ∈ (0, 1), we obtain:

P(BU ) = P
(∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU

∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
≤ 2e−pµU ·ε

2/3.
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Substituting this result in (3) and observing that there exist exactly
(
n
k

)
subsets U of size k in a

graph with n nodes yields

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
≤

∑
U⊂V
|U |≤n/2

P (BU )

≤
n/2∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· 2e−k(n−k)pε2/3.

In each summand, the exponent is negative and monotonically decreasing in p. We get an upper
bound by substituting the minimal value of p. This yields

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
≤

n/2∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· 2e−k(n−k)pε2/3

≤
n/2∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· 2e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n.

Choose ξ > 0 such that 1 − (1 − ξ)Cε2/3 < −2. Note that ξ can only be a positive real number
when C > 9/ε2. Furthermore, we must have ξ < 1. We use ξ to split our summation as follows:

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
≤

n/2∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· 2e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n

≤ 2

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n + 2

n/2∑
k=ξn

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n.

For the first summation we first apply the inequality
(
n
k

)
≤ nk to find

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤

ξn∑
k=1

nk · e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n

=

ξn∑
k=1

ek ln(n)(1−(1−k/n)Cε2/3).

The exponent is monotonically decreasing in 1 − k/n. Substituting the maximum value of k in
1− k/n yields

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤

ξn∑
k=1

ek ln(n)(1−(1−k/n)Cε2/3)

≤
ξn∑
k=1

ek ln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3).
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This is a geometric series without the term for k = 0. This implies that our sum equals

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤

ξn∑
k=1

ek ln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

=
1− e(ξn+1) ln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

1− eln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)
− 1

= eln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3) · 1− eξn ln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

1− eln(n)(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

= n(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3) · 1− nξn(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

1− n(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)
.

By construction we have 1− (1− ξ)Cε2/3 < −2. This yields

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤ n(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3) · 1− nξn(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

1− n(1−(1−ξ)Cε2/3)

= o

(
1

n2

)
·O(1)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

For the second summation we apply the inequality
(
n
k

)
≤ 2n to find

n/2∑
k=ξn

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤

n/2∑
k=ξn

2n · e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n

=

n/2∑
k=ξn

en ln(2)−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n

=

n/2∑
k=ξn

en ln(2)− kn (1− kn )Cn ln(n)ε2/3.

The exponent is monotonically decreasing in k. Substituting the minimal value for k yields

n/2∑
k=ξn

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤

n/2∑
k=ξn

en ln(2)− kn (1− kn )Cn ln(n)ε2/3

≤
n/2∑
k=ξn

en ln(2)−ξ(1−ξ)Cn ln(n)ε2/3

≤ n

2
· en ln(2)−ξ(1−ξ)Cn ln(n)ε2/3

≤ en(ln(2)+1)−ξ(1−ξ)Cn ln(n)ε2/3.
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The dominating term in the exponent is n ln(n). By construction we have that ξ ∈ (0, 1) is
constant and 1− (1− ξ)Cε2/3 < −2. This implies −ξ(1− ξ)Cε2/3 < −3ξ. We conclude that

n/2∑
k=ξn

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n ≤ en(ln(2)+1)−ξ(1−ξ)Cn ln(n)ε2/3

≤ en(ln(2)+1)−3ξn ln(n)

= O
(
e−2ξn ln(n)

)
= O

(
n−2ξn

)
.

The results for the two individual summations can be used to obtain the desired result:

P
(
∃U ⊂ V :

∣∣∣|c(U)| − pµU
∣∣∣ > εpµU

)
≤ 2

ξn∑
k=1

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n + 2

n/2∑
k=ξn

(
n

k

)
· e−k(n−k)C ln(n)ε2/3n

= 2 · o
(

1

n2

)
+ 2 ·O

(
1

n2ξn

)
= o

(
1

n2

)
.

2

6.2 Performance of heuristics

In this section, we give the main results of this thesis. We use the results from Section 5 and Lemma
6.2 to analyze the performance of several heuristics in random shortest path metrics applied to
Erdős–Rényi random graphs. Constant upper bounds for the expected approximation ratios are
proven of greedy for the minimum distance perfect matching problem, of nearest neighbor and
insert for the traveling salesman problem and of trivial for the k-median problem. Additionally,
an upper bound for the expected number of iterations of 2-opt for the traveling salesman problem
will be given.

When a graph G = (V,E) is created by the G(n, p) model, there is a non-zero probability of G
being disconnected. In a corresponding random shortest path metric this results in d(u, v) = ∞
for any two vertices u, v ∈ V that are in different components of G. This problem does not
occur if we limit ourselves to graphs that satisfy the ERRG cut property (Definition 6.1), since all
graphs satisfying this property are connected. Lemma 6.2 can then be used to prove that constant
expected approximation ratios hold with high probability.

In this thesis however we also take all instances for which the ERRG cut property does not hold into
account. In order to take all instances into account, we use the following observation: If a random
shortest path metric contains u, v ∈ V such that d(u, v) =∞, then the identity of indiscernibles,
symmetry and triangle inequality still hold. Thus we still have a metric and we can bound the
expected approximation ratio for such graphs from above by the worst-case approximation ratio
for metric instances.

We use the previous observation to prove a constant upper bound for the approximation ratio of
greedy for the minimum distance perfect matching problem. For this, let GR denote the cost of
the matching computed by greedy and let MM denote the value of an optimal matching.

Theorem 6.3. Let ε ∈ (0, 1) be constant and p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 . For this p, let G = (V,E)
be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random shortest path
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metric. For such random metrics, we have

E
(

GR

MM

)
= O(1).

Proof. Let A be the event that the ERRG cut property holds for G. Then we have

E
(

GR

MM

)
= E

(
GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A) · P(A) + E
(

GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
≤ E

(
GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(

GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A ) .
Event A implies that G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1− ε)p and β = (1 + ε)p. Theorem
5.5 yields

E
(

GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A) = O

(
(1 + ε)p

(1− ε)p

)
= O(1).

If the ERRG cut property does not hold, then we bound the expected approximation ratio of
greedy from above by its worst-case approximation ratio for metric instances. Since the worst-
case approximation ratio of greedy for metric instances is known to be O(nlog2(3/2)) [15], where
log2(3/2) < 0.59, we obtain

E
(

GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A ) = O
(
nlog2(3/2)

)
.

Since the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold for G is bounded from above by
Lemma 6.2, we obtain

P
(
A
)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

Combining these results yields

E
(

GR

MM

)
≤ E

(
GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(

GR

MM

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
= O(1) +O

(
nlog2(3/2)

)
· o
(

1

n2

)
= O(1).

In the following two theorems, we prove a constant upper bound for the approximation ratio of
nearest neighbor and insert (independent of the insertion rule R) for the traveling salesman
problem. For this, let NN denote the cost of the tour created by nearest neighbor, let INR
denote the cost of the tour created by insert using insertion rule R and let TSP denote the cost
of an optimal tour.

Theorem 6.4. Let ε ∈ (0, 1) be constant and p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 . For this value of p,
let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random
shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we have

E
(

NN

TSP

)
= O(1).

46



Proof. Let A be the event that the ERRG cut property holds for G. Then we have

E
(

NN

TSP

)
= E

(
NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A) · P(A) + E
(

NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
≤ E

(
NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(

NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A ) .
Event A implies that G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1− ε)p and β = (1 + ε)p. Theorem
5.9 yields

E
(

NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A) = O

(
(1 + ε)p

(1− ε)p

)
= O(1).

If the ERRG cut property does not hold, then we bound the expected approximation ratio of
nearest neighbor from above by its worst-case approximation ratio for metric instances. Since
the worst-case approximation ratio of nearest neighbor for metric instances is known to be
O(ln(n)) [16], we obtain

E
(

NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) = O (ln(n)) .

Since the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold for G is bounded from above by
Lemma 6.2, we obtain

P
(
A
)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

Combining these results yields

E
(

NN

TSP

)
≤ E

(
NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(

NN

TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
= O(1) +O (ln(n)) · o

(
1

n2

)
= O(1).

Theorem 6.5. Let ε ∈ (0, 1) be constant and p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 . For this value of p,
let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random
shortest path metric. For such random metrics, we have for any insertion rule R

E
(
INR
TSP

)
= O(1).

Proof. Let A be the event that the ERRG cut property holds for G. Then we have

E
(
INR
TSP

)
= E

(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A) · P(A) + E
(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
≤ E

(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A ) .
Event A implies that G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1− ε)p and β = (1 + ε)p. Theorem
5.11 yields

E
(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A) = O

(
(1 + ε)p

(1− ε)p

)
= O(1).
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If the ERRG cut property does not hold, then we bound the expected approximation ratio of
insert from above by its worst-case approximation ratio for metric instances. Since the worst-
case approximation ratio of insert for metric instances is known to be O(ln(n)) [16], we obtain

E
(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) = O (ln(n)) .

Since the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold for G is bounded from above by
Lemma 6.2, we obtain

P
(
A
)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

Combining these results yields

E
(
INR
TSP

)
≤ E

(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A)+ E
(
INR
TSP

∣∣∣∣ A ) · P ( A )
= O(1) +O (ln(n)) · o

(
1

n2

)
= O(1).

The next theorem is a result for 2-opt for the traveling salesman problem. In this case no upper
bound for the expected approximation ratio is given. Instead, we give an upper bound for the
expected number of iterations of 2-opt if G is connected.

Theorem 6.6. Let ε ∈ (0, 1) be constant and p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 . For this value of p,
let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let M = (V, d) be a corresponding random
shortest path metric. If G is connected, then the expected number of iterations of 2-opt until a
local optimum is found is bounded from above by O(n8 ln3(n)).

Proof. Let T be the number of iterations of 2-opt needed to find a local optimum, then we want
to find

E (T | G is connected) .

Let A be the event that the ERRG cut property holds for G. Then we have

E (T | G is connected) = E (T | G is connected, A) · P(A) + E
(
T
∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P
(
A
)

≤ E (T | G is connected, A) + E
(
T
∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P
(
A
)

Event A implies that G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1− ε)p and β = (1 + ε)p. Theorem
5.15 yields

E (T | G is connected, A) = O

(
(1 + ε)p

(1− ε)p
n8 ln3(n)

)
= O

(
n8 ln3(n)

)
.

If the ERRG cut property does not hold and G is connected, then the α-β-cut-property still holds
for some values of α and β. The maximal value for α that ensures that every cut has at least size
1, but does not enforce any cut to be larger than this, is Θ(1/n2). The minimal value for β that
does not enforce constraints on the size of any cut is 1. With these values of α and β, Theorem
5.15 yields

E
(
T
∣∣ G is connected, A

)
= O

(
n10 ln3(n)

)
.
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Since the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold for G is bounded from above by
Lemma 6.2, we obtain

P
(
A
)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

Combining these results yields

E (T | G is connected) ≤ E (T | G is connected, A) + E
(
T
∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P
(
A
)

= O
(
n8 ln3(n)

)
+O

(
n10 ln3(n)

)
· o
(

1

n2

)
= O

(
n8 ln3(n)

)
.

Our final proof concerns the heuristic trivial for the k-median problem. Since the approximation
ratio of trivial can become unbounded for graphs that are not connected, we only look at
connected graphs. For connected graphs we prove an expected approximation ratio of O(1) for
large k and (1 + ε)/(1− ε) + o(1) for sufficiently small k. For this, let TR denote the cost of the
solution computed by trivial and let ME denote the value of an optimal solution to the k-median
problem.

Theorem 6.7. Let ε ∈ (0, 1) be a sufficiently small constant and p ≥ C ln(n)
n , where C > 9

ε2 .
For this value of p, let G = (V,E) be an instance of the G(n, p) model and let M = (V, d) be a
corresponding random shortest path metric. Let k ≤ (1 − ε)n for some constant ε > 0, then we
have

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected

)
= O (1) .

Moreover, if we have k ≤ c′n for c′ ∈ (0, 1) sufficiently small, then

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected

)
=

1 + ε

1− ε
+ o(1).

Proof. Let A be the event that the ERRG cut property holds for G. Then we have

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected

)
= E

(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P(A) + E

(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P
(
A
)

≤ E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
+ E

(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
· P
(
A
)
.

Event A implies that G satisfies the α-β-cut-property for α = (1 − ε)p and β = (1 + ε)p. For
k ≤ (1− ε)n for some constant ε > 0, Theorem 5.23 yields

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
= O

(
(1− ε)p
(1 + ε)p

)
= O(1).

Moreover, if we have k ≤ c′n for c′ ∈ (0, 1) sufficiently small, Theorem 5.23 yields

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
=

(1 + ε)p

(1− ε)p
·

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) )) =
1 + ε

1− ε
+O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) ) .
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If the ERRG cut property does not hold and G is connected, then the α-β-cut-property still holds
for some values of α and β. The maximal value for α that ensures that every cut has at least
size 1, but does not enforce any cut to be larger than this, is Θ(1/n2). The minimal value for β
that does not enforce constraints on the size of any cut is 1. With these values for α and β, if
k ≤ (1− ε)n for some constant ε > 0, Theorem 5.23 yields

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
= O

(
n2
)
.

Moreover, if we have k ≤ c′n for c′ ∈ (0, 1) sufficiently small, Theorem 5.23 yields

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
= n2 ·

(
1 +O

(
ln ln

(
n
k

)
ln
(
n
k

) )) .
Since the probability that the ERRG cut property does not hold for G is bounded from above by
Lemma 6.2, we obtain

P
(
A
)

= o

(
1

n2

)
.

Combining these results yields the desired result:

Let k ≤ (1− ε)n for some constant ε > 0, then we have

E
(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected

)
≤ E

(
TR

ME

∣∣∣∣ G is connected, A

)
+ E

(
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)
· P
(
A
)

= O(1) +O
(
n2
)
· o
(

1

n2

)
= O(1).

Moreover, if we have k ≤ c′n for c′ ∈ (0, 1) sufficiently small, then
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)
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) )) · o( 1

n2

)
=

1 + ε

1− ε
+ o(1).
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7 Overview of results

This section gives a brief overview of the results of this thesis. Table 1 summarizes the approxi-
mation ratios found for the heuristics greedy, nearest neighbor, insert and trivial.

In the second column of this table, we find the worst-case approximation ratios for the heuristics on
metric instances. The third column contains known upper bounds for the expected approximation
ratios on metric instances where the vertices are positioned independent identically distributed in
the euclidean space. As can be seen, we are only aware of such a result for greedy [2].

The fourth column contains our results on random shortest path metrics applied to graphs satis-
fying the α-β-cut-property (Definition 4.2). The upper bounds we found are good when the graph
is nearly regular, i.e. when β = O(α). In this case, the upper bounds for the expected approxima-
tion ratios are constant. This also corresponds to the results from Bringmann et al. [4], which we
obtain by setting α = β = 1. However, when the graph is not very regular, the value of O(β/α)
can become at most O(n2), because the smallest value for α is Θ(1/n2) and the largest possible
value for β is 1. In this case the found upper bounds are useless for the first three heuristics, since
they are worse than the worst-case scenarios.

The final column contains our results for random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi
random graphs. According to Lemma 6.2, these graphs are nearly regular with very high probabil-
ity. Because of this, we were able to proof constant upper bounds for the expected approximation
ratios of the heuristics, which shows the performance of these heuristics is much better than the
worst-case makes us assume.

Algorithm Worst Eucl. RSPM with RSPM on

Case α-β-cut-property ERRG (G(n, p))�

Greedy Matching O
(
nlog2(3/2)

)
O(1) O

(
β
α

)
(Th. 5.5) O(1) (Th. 6.3)

N.N. for TSP O(log(n)) - O
(
β
α

)
(Th. 5.9) O(1) (Th. 6.4)

Insertion for TSP O(log(n)) - O
(
β
α

)
(Th. 5.11) O(1) (Th. 6.5)

k-Median (k large) ∞ - O
(
β
α

)
(Th. 5.23) O(1) (Th. 6.7)��

k-Median (k suff. small) ∞ - β
α (1 + o(1)) (Th. 5.23) 1+ε

1−ε + o(1) (Th. 6.7)��

Table 1: Overview of approximation ratios

Our final result concerns the heuristic 2-opt for the traveling salesman problem. For this heuristic,
no upper bound for the expected approximation is given. Instead, we have proven an upper
bound for the expected number of iterations of 2-opt. In random shortest path metrics applied to
connected graphs that satisfy the α-β-cut-property (Definition 4.2) this becomes O(n8 ln3(n)β/α).
For random shortest path metrics applied to connected instances of the ERRG model, this upper
bound becomes O(n8 ln3(n)).

�Results in this column hold for constant ε ∈ (0, 1) and p ≥ C
ln(n)
n

, where C > 9
ε2 .

��Result only holds for connected graphs.
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8 Discussion and remarks

This thesis provides a probabilistic analysis of heuristics for several optimization problems in
random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs. We have analyzed the
expected approximation ratios of greedy for the minimum distance perfect matching problem,
of nearest neighbor and insert for the traveling salesman problem and of trivial for the
k-median problem. We have shown that the expected approximation ratio of these heuristics is
constant in random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs. Furthermore,
for these metrics we have found a polynomial bound for the expected number of iterations of
2-opt for the traveling salesman problem.

The results of this thesis extend the probabilistic analysis of heuristics in random shortest path
metrics applied to complete graphs (Bringmann et al. [4]) to the probabilistic analysis of heuristics
in random shortest path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs. The found upper bounds
for the expected approximation ratios of these heuristics show that the heuristics are expected to
perform well in practice, even though they have a poor worst-case approximation ratio.

A few open questions remain. First of all, this thesis focused on analyzing random shortest path
metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs. Of course many other models exist to create
random graphs. This raises the question if it is also possible to achieve similar results for random
shortest path metrics applied to other random graphs. Is it for instance possible for other random
graphs to find values for α and β such that β = O(α) and the α-β-cut-property holds with high
probability? Or can we find some other method to prove good approximation ratios?

Secondly, for most of the heuristics we have found a O(1) approximation ratio. Since no lower
bound is yet known for these expected approximation ratios, we wonder if it is possible to improve
these ratios to 1 + o(1). Similarly, since we did not prove an upper bound for the expected
approximation ratio of 2-opt, we wonder what bounds can be proven for this heuristic.

Furthermore, we created our random shortest path metrics by giving every edge in our graph an
independent weight from Exp(1). It is interesting to see if our results also carry over to other
distributions. The general idea for this is to use a coupling argument given by Janson [9]. He
has shown that his results for the distance between two fixed vertices and the diameter in random
shortest path metrics applied to a complete graph carry over as long as the probability distribution
for the edge weights has the following property: the probability that an edge weight in the graph
is smaller than x is x+ o(x). Both the exponential distribution with parameter 1 and the uniform
distribution on [0, 1] satisfy this condition. In the proof of this coupling argument, Janson exploits
the fact that, when drawing edge weights from Exp(1), the expected distance between two fixed
vertices in random shortest path metrics applied to complete graphs is o(1). For random shortest
path metrics applied to Erdős–Rényi random graphs this holds if α = ω(ln(n)/n) (consequence of
Corollary 4.6). Therefore, we believe our results carry over to general distributions with probability
distribution satisfying F (x) = x + o(x) when α = ω(ln(n)/n). This claim should however be
analyzed in more detail.

We can take the last remark a step further and wonder what happens if the edge weights are not
all drawn from the same probability distribution, but from several probability distributions. This
would make the analysis of the metric instances harder. However, we believe our reasoning for
the coupling argument still holds true as long as all possible probability distributions for the edge
weights satisfy F (x) = x+o(x). It would be interesting to research the case where the probability
distributions do not satisfy this property, but we believe this is quite challenging.

52



Acknowledgements

I would like to thank my supervisors Bodo Manthey and Stefan Klootwijk for introducing the
topic of this thesis to me. I enjoyed our discussions and am grateful for their helpful feedback and
for guiding me from start to end through this final project.

53



References

[1] V. Arya, N. Garg, R. Khandekar, A. Meyerson, K. Munagala, and V. Pandit. Local search
heuristics for k-median and facility location problems. SIAM Journal on Computing, 33(3):
544–562, 2004. doi:10.1137/S0097539702416402.

[2] D. Avis, B. Davis, and J. M. Steele. Probabilistic analysis of a greedy heuristic for euclidean
matching. Probability in the Engineering and Informational Sciences, 2(2):143156, 1988.
doi:10.1017/S0269964800000711.

[3] S. Bhamidi, R. van der Hofstad, and G. Hooghiemstra. First passage percolation on the
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