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Abstract

Newspapers are still seen as the most reliable information sources, so that many people, especially
in times of uncertainty like the Covid-19 pandemic, resort to them. Informing about misinformation,
such as conspiracy theories about Covid-19, is a crucial task of traditional media. Since newspapers can
entail media bias, it is necessary to investigate to what extent newspapers report objectively and
according to facts, and whether they have an influence on the readers.

Therefore, the aim of this paper is to answer how newspapers deal with the reporting of conspiracy
theories and if there are possible differences and influences. Thus, the following research question is
posed: “In what ways do traditional media report conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-
19 pandemic?”

To answer this question, a representative sample of articles from five different German daily
(online) newspapers and their articles directed to the topic of the 5G-conspiracy theory are examined.
To examine any ideological and/ or linguistic differences, the articles are chosen based on their
newspapers’ ideological direction. Hence, newspapers reaching from the ideologically left side to the
ideologically right side of the spectrum are included. Regarding theoretical expectations set by previous
literature, data is analyzed inductively via a content analysis (CA) following the approach by Mayring.
Accordingly, an investigation of the fifteen chosen articles is given in terms of certain keywords and
examined with the help of Atlas.ti.

The results of the analysis show that there is a difference in reporting on conspiracy theories and its
believers among newspapers. Especially far left and far right media show strong media bias and thus
have a certain influence on the readers. Furthermore, all newspapers, from far left to far right, report in
a negative tone of voice on the conspiracy believers, so that the readers are negatively influenced
regarding this group. Moreover, most newspapers, except for right media, stereotype them as far-right.
Overall, it is obvious that all newspapers have a certain focus in their reporting, which is determined by
the political orientation of the newspaper. However, since this correlation is not very distinct, more

research should be done to be able to draw further conclusions and generalize the results.
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1 Introduction

1.1 Background
“Were not just fighting an epidemic, we 're fighting an infodemic.” (WHO, 2020)

In September 2020 the WHO warned about fake news and conspiracy theories spreading faster than the
virus itself. During the emergence of the coronavirus, conspiracy theories have heavily evolved around
this emotionally loaded topic. While there was a great knowledge gap about the virus and about how it
spreads, people started questioning everything concerning this matter. Many did no longer trust
scientific facts and started to mistrust people in power (De Coninck, 2021). Additionally, people were
suspicious of political, economic, as well as medical decisions and regulations. Due to social media,
conspiracy theories about Covid-19 developed easily and travelled fast. Therefore, it was a great
challenge to educate people fast enough about conspiracy theories and debunk them. That being the
case, traditional media, such as newspapers, television, or radio, had the task to inform the citizens
about all the facts concerning the pandemic and the virus, and state right and truthful information (De
Coninck, 2021).

As a central instance in the communication of information, the media play a crucial role.
Traditional media, and especially newspapers, other than social media, are generally more widely used
and seen as a credible source of information (OECD, 2020). Especially in the field of medicine, which
is inaccessible and incomprehensible to many, information about studies and research results on the
novel virus were of highest interest. Thus, during the pandemic there were two emerging discourses:
health as well as political discourses (Dezhkameh et al., 2021). That being the case, the media had to
handle the conflicting interests between those two discourses and therefore played an important role in
tackling the pandemic as citizens were particularly dependent on information.

This also applies in terms of the 5G-conspiracy theory. The latter emerged during the beginnings
of the pandemic. People who support this conspiracy theory believe that there is a connection between
the emission of the newly introduced 5G telecommunication technology and the spread of the
coronavirus. According to them, the 5G technology should have caused the Covid-19 pandemic or even
worsened it (Bruns et al., 2021). The adverse consequences of false claims in terms of this conspiracy
theory were then seen offline, in cases of far-reaching conflicts which ended in setting several
telecommunication towers in the UK and the Netherlands, as well as in other nations, on fire (Osborne,
2020). As this conspiracy theory had a great impact, and was covered on news a lot, it displays a fitting
issue to be investigated in this study.

The aim of this paper is to better understand how information about conspiracy theories of the
Covid-19 pandemic is delivered and communicated by the media, in this case newspapers. The latter
should ideally provide citizens with reliable information by reporting objectively and truthfully,
according to professional journalistic standards (Schultz, 2018). However, many studies found that

newspapers do not always report objectively and that there are certain differences in the way of reporting



between different newspapers (Abbas, 2020; Bruns et al., 2021). Several researchers found that business
as well as political considerations shape the decision of newspapers on what to report and how to report
on a topic (Shultziner & Stukalin, 2021). This demonstrates that there are differences in reporting, and
media might as well shape the beliefs and views of its readership. Especially concerning the ideological
left/right spectrum, newspaper outlets are located along the spectrum with their ideological viewpoints
and their focus on several topics. Particularly regarding tabloid newspapers, there may be differences
between the newspapers in terms of quality. Thus, journalists might influence the beliefs and the social
reality of their readers by using a certain language as well as underlying ideologies (Bruns et al., 2021).

Due to the novelty of the Covid-19 pandemic, there still is an existing knowledge gap, which
entails little information about how traditional media report on conspiracy theories. To see how
traditional media dealt with the rising number of conspiracy theories, there is a lot of knowledge to gain
and investigation to do. Moreover, this paper focuses on German newspapers which vastly differs from
most research that focuses primarily on American newspapers (Abbas, 2021; Uscinski et al., 2016).
Hence, the paper at hand will contribute to extend knowledge about traditional media in less polarized
countries that are dealing with conspiracy theories.

Furthermore, because social media has already been extensively investigated (Ahmed et al.,
2020; Enders et al., 2021; Papakyriakopoulos et al., 2020; Theocharis et al., 2021), the study at hand
rather focuses on traditional media. As the public very much relies on traditional media being a trustful
source, it should be analyzed if this is also convenient to say concerning conspiracy theories. Thus, this
paper offers new perspectives on how mass opinion might be shaped and influenced by traditional
media.

More generally, the topic of the emergence of conspiracy theories during the Covid-19
pandemic is highly societally relevant, as people might still be unsure about what information is true
and what might include misinformation. Hence, there must be a medium that is trustworthy and reports
objectively about the topic without any terms of influence or ideological background. That having in
mind, the paper at hand also contributes to the society, as it illustrates that readers should be aware of
the need to read newspaper articles critical and objectively. The public should know that they might be
influenced by certain ways of reporting and should therefore always question the reliability of their
information sources. Adding to that, newspapers should also bear in mind that their way of reporting
might influence their readers and that by certain means, media could heavily influence the readers and
help conspiracists to further develop and implement their ideology.

By employing a qualitative content analysis, it is investigated how the way of reporting about it
might be received and interpreted by the public as well as how it might influence the reader’s beliefs.
This will be done by analyzing articles about the 5G-conspiracy theory in five different German (online)

daily newspapers.



1.2 Research Question

Looking at the consequences of the 5G-conspiracy theory, the latter can have fatal consequences
if they are believed by people. They can influence decision-making and thinking and therefore, in the
worst case, harm people and threaten democracies (Shultziner & Stukalin, 2021). To debunk those
theories, traditional media need to report conspiracy theories in a certain way, objectively and without
any underlying ideologies that may influence the readers. To investigate the phenomenon and its
consequential effects, the main research question is: “In what ways do traditional media report about
conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic? .

Regarding the explorative research question, three sub-questions have been developed. These
provide a contextual framework to clearly specify the guiding question, the analysis, as well as the
research. Moreover, they will give an in-depth understanding of the issue that should be addressed. To
investigate the role of conspiracy theories regarding traditional media, as well as the way of reporting
on conspiracy theories, the following sub-question is proposed: In how much depth and by what means
do traditional media report conspiracy theories? When reporting on a certain topic, the use of language
is crucial. To examine the influence of language on the reader as well as on the reporting itself, the
second sub-question is: How do traditional media report about conspiracy theories and their believer
by linguistic means? Moreover, the reporting of a story is affected by the agenda, ideology and
viewpoint of the newspaper. “Hence, newspapers are a viable source for analyzing underlying ideologies
and biases of particular social groups reflected in written form.” (Dezhkameh et al., 2021:3) Therefore,
the research will also compare different newspapers from the ideologically left to the ideologically right
spectrum and thus the third sub-question is formulated: Does the depth, as well as the way of reporting
differ among different kinds of (ideologically driven) newspapers?

Thus, these sub-questions offer an outlook on possible necessary changes in the coverage of
conspiracy theories, especially in terms of newspapers and journalism. Based on the outcome of these

sub-questions, the main research question can then be answered.

2 Literature Review

To understand the underlying concepts of the research at hand, this section examines a literature
review. The latter will be divided into three parts. The first part will study the complex concepts of
conspiracy and conspiracy theories, while the second part will be dealing with the role of traditional
media and their reporting about conspiracy theories as well as their believers. The third part will examine

a review of studies that deal with the way of reporting conspiracy theories in traditional media.

2.1 Conspiracy Theories and Conspiracy Believers

(Uscinski et al., 2016:58) distinguish between the term “conspiracy” and “conspiracy theory”.
According to the author, the former is “a secret arrangement between a small group of actors to usurp
political or economic power, violate established rights, hide vital secrets, or illicitly cause widespread

harm” while the latter is “a proposed explanation of events that cites as a main causal factor a small
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group of persons (the conspirators) acting in secret for their own benefit, against the common good”.
For this article, the main focus will lie on conspiracy theories, as this is what is to be investigated.

In the past decades, many researchers have already dealt with the topic of conspiracy theories
and investigated their origination, as well as how and why they develop. There has been much discussion
about what a conspiracy theory is and despite other definitions, Douglas et al. (2019:4) define it as
“attempts to explain the ultimate causes of significant social and political events and circumstances with
claims of secret plots by two or more powerful actors”. In a matter of what counts as a conspiracy theory,
it can be referred to Barkun (cited after Oliver & Wood, 2014:953) who examined three common
characteristics. The first one states that conspiracy theories “locate the source of unusual social and
political phenomena in unseen, and malevolent forces”. Thus, secondly, conspiracy theories “typically
interpret political events in terms of a Manichean struggle between good and evil”. Therefore,
conspiracists often have a very dualistic worldview, that divides the world into “us” and “them” (Oliver
& Wood, 2014). The last characteristic claims that “most conspiracy theories suggest that mainstream
accounts of political events are a ruse on an attempt to distract the public from the hidden source of
power”. Against other assumptions, according to Douglas et al. (2019) such theories can accuse any
group and not only the government. People who believe in conspiracy theories are more likely to
question scientific facts, as well as “all knowledge-producing institutions” (Sunstein & Vermeule,
2008:7). This includes mistrust against political and economic elites, as well as media. In that sense,
Fenster (cited after Stecula & Pickup, 2021:1) refers to conspirational thinking as a “non-necessary
subset of populism” that evolve into a struggle between the citizens and politics. According to him, they
misrepresent political realities, but by doing so they can also harm the representative democracy if in
crisis.

Conspiracy theories always need people who believe in them and spread them. Otherwise, they
could not survive. Such people are also called “conspiracy believers”. They are more likely to spread
the conspiracy theory they believe in and do so mostly through independent sources, mainly from their
extremist ingroup sources, as they do not trust mainstream media (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Douglas
etal. (2017:1) state “that people may be drawn to conspiracy theories when [...] they promise to satisfy
important psychological motives that can be characterized as epistemic (e.g., the desire for
understanding, accuracy, and subjective certainty), existential (e.g., the desire for control and security),
and social (e.g., the desire to maintain a positive image of the self or group).” During the Covid-19
pandemic, above all, epistemic as well as existential motives were in focus and played an important role

for conspiracy believers.

2.2 How Traditional Media report about Conspiracy Theories and their Believers
The European Commission (Farinelli, 2021:10) makes clear that “conspiracy theories provide
fuel to recruitment methods, creating a sense of immediate danger that requires immediate action.”

Hence, it is of great importance to act against all disinformation citizens are exposed to, by informing
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the latter about truthful facts. This is mostly done by the media, as “[o]ne of the main functions of the
news media is to provide the information necessary to be free and self-regulating, and the consumption
of news media is therefore considered essential for the practice of citizen democracy.” (Ismiyati et al.,
2021:198)

The urgency to enable citizens with facts and the right information, also applies to the Covid-
19 pandemic. During this time, people tried to inform themselves as best as they could and gained
knowledge about the virus and the whole situation as it affected them enormously. In times of
uncertainty, it is important to have reliable sources of information and allow guidance, which is why
traditional media played a crucial role during the pandemic. This type of media can be defined as “[a]ny
form of mass communication available before the advent of digital media. This includes television,
radio, newspapers, books, and magazines.” (IGI Global, n.d.) It is still seen as the most reliable source
where people inform themselves about certain topics and gain their knowledge (Douglas et al., 2019;
Uscinski, 2018). Thus, the latter is crucial for a democratic society, as the quality of information the
citizens consume, matters: “Informed opinions matter, while misinformed or manipulated propaganda
will not lead to well-informed or rational citizens as well as public policy outcomes.” (Mayhew, 2021)
Hence, newspapers should ideally inform the truth without any intervention and subjectivity from any
party, as they are a representation of what happens in society. Therefore, it is important to debunk
conspiracy theories and inform people about the ones that are existing. Sunstein & Vermeule (2008:23)
state: “Social cascades are sometimes quite fragile, precisely because they are based on small slivers of
information. Once corrective information is introduced, large numbers of people can be shifted to
different views.”

Moreover, media shapes the public in terms of its political as well as social reality (Abbas,
2020). It determines what becomes visible to the readers, what they read and what they will not read.
Hence, they filter information and decide which information will go out to the receivers. Newspapers
can also expose people to different views and therefore show them other angles and viewpoints, they
might have not been able to see without them.
However, journalists also tend to frame, when reporting on certain topics. According to Entman
(2007:164), framing can be defined “as the process of culling a few elements of perceived reality and
assembling a narrative that highlights connections among them to promote a particular interpretation.”
As said by him, journalists should be aware that they might influence readers through their choice of
content, and especially through their choice of words. It is apparent that social reality can be portrayed
differently by using different kind of languages and presenting the topic differently (Chigona et al.,
2021). This does not only influence what the readers are reading, but also affects the thoughts of the
readers as well as “their perceptions on innovations and ideologies, and their adoption and success”
(Chigona et al., 2021).

Hence, media has the power of “telling people what to think about” (Entman, 2007:164). For

instance, when reporting about conspiracy believers, journalists should pay attention to not put them in
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a certain way. Abbas (2021) states that the media report mostly negative about them and make fun of
them. Hence, readers might not take conspiracy believers seriously and pigeonhole them because of the
negative reporting. However, this fact also illustrates that assigning such characteristics can have severe
consequences. If the media assigns the right-wingers as conspiracy believers, the public will also adopt
this view and thus the right-wingers will be (partly probably wrongly) condemned and pigeonholed. The
conspiracy believers are also pigeonholed, although Douglas et al. (2019) have found out that not only
political preference is a reason to believe in conspiracy theories. Hence, media can also do the framing
and thus strongly influence the readers in their point of view and in their world view.

Due to the already conducted studies on this topic (Douglas et al., 2017; Uscinski, 2018), it is
assumed that media in general speaks quite negatively about conspiracy believers, and therefore entails
some influences on the readers in terms of their beliefs as well as their attitude towards the conspiracy
believers. Moreover, it needs to be investigated by what means and in how much depth the conspiracy
theories are reported, as well as if they are reported at all. In this context, the next section will discuss
literature, that examined if there might as well be certain bias in reporting on conspiracy theories among

different media outlets.

2.3 (Political) Media Bias in Newspapers

In principle, media bias “can come from the demand side, and reflect the news providers’ profit-
maximizing choice to cater to the preference of the consumers.” (Mullainathan & Shleifer, 2005:1031)
However, people also differ in the way they consume mass media. Consumers prefer to choose
newspapers which they think are closer to their left-right ideological position (Mullainathan & Shleifer,
2005). Hence, readers also choose what kind of news they want to read and often do not choose any
media or newspaper that does not fit their own beliefs. This means that people live in their bubbles and
consume only their preferred information. As a result, they are not exposed to information that is not
relevant to them personally (Douglas et al. 2019). Yet, on the other hand, “media bias can come from
the supply side, and reflect the preferences of journalists [...] editors, or owners.” (Mullainathan &
Shleifer, 2005:1031) Tsfati et al. (2020) imply that journalists might not only choose to report
misinformation because of its newsworthiness but also because it might fit their ideological tendencies
in terms of the content it entails.

In both cases, either in terms of the demand- or supply-side, business, as well as political
considerations shape the decision of newspapers on what to report and how to report about this
(Mullainathan & Shleifer, 2005). Due to this, the German media landscape is broadly distributed across
the political spectrum. Thus, the journalistic spectrum ranges from distinctly left-wing to distinctly right-
wing. In a study, Donsbach et al. (1996) found that journalists often select information specifically to
represent certain interest groups. They prove that "right-wing media favor conservative and established

interest groups, while left-wing media give voice to the views of progressive groups and the little



people." Thus, it becomes clear that "a media's political bias influence[s] the consideration of social
interest groups.” (Donsbach et al., 1996)

A similar result can be expected for reporting on conspiracy theories. Previous work shows that
conspiracy theories are popular through all kinds of extremism (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Hence,
extreme left or right people are most likely to believe in conspiracy theories and are also more likely to
spread them. According to the researchers that is “due to a highly structured thinking style that is aimed
at making sense of societal events.” (van Prooijen et al., 2015:570) Some researchers noted that this
phenomenon is strongest in the right-wing (Sunstein & Vermeule, 2008, van Prooijen etal., 2015), while
others did not find this link (Oliver & Wood, 2014).

Douglas et al. (2019:11) state that “although both extreme left-wing and right-wing ideologies
foster conspiracy convictions, right-wingers are more predisposed to believe in conspiracy theories
because they are also more likely to exhibit the personality predispositions that foster conspiracy
thinking, such as the need to manage uncertainty.” Based on this finding and further research in this
regard, Uscinski & Parent (2014) conclude that conspiracy believers in (American) media are mostly
assigned a right-wing political preference.

Based on these findings and the political bias in media, it can be assumed that especially right-
wing media, as they consider the interests of their right-wing readership, also favorably report about
conspiracy theories. Nevertheless, it can be assumed that they report less about conspiracy theories in
general, but if they report on them, they do so favorably.

Left-wing media on the other hand, are expected to report more on conspiracy theories because
they want to point out the problem of conspiracy theories, as they have an incentive that conspiracy
theories are wrong. Moderate media are expected to report quite neutrally on conspiracy theories and
their believers. Hence, it is assumed that newspapers on the ideological right side of the political
spectrum influence their readers more and report in more depth about conspiracy theories while left as
is therefore expected to be more likely to debunk conspiracy theories. Moderate paper, which can be
linked to the political center, try to report as balanced as possible (Donsbach et al., 1996) and are
therefore expected to make less extreme statements than media of the right or left corner do, but still
refute the conspiracy theories.

Overall, the question arises whether the representation of conspiracy believers as well as the
reporting about the conspiracy theories changes depending on which newspaper, based on different
ideologies and along the political left/right spectrum, reports about the topic. At this point, there are no

explicit studies on this issue, so this thesis now attempts to answer that.

3 Methodology
To investigate the reporting about conspiracy theories during the Covid-19 pandemic in terms
of differences in reporting as well as underlying ideologies, articles about the 5G-conspiracy theory in

newspapers are investigated. The chapter below is divided into three parts. The first part outlines the
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concept of content analysis. In the second part information about the case that is investigated as well as
a background of the newspapers will be provided. The last part examines the operationalization of the
paper which includes the method of data collection and the data of analysis, including the coding

scheme.

3.1 Research Design

This thesis focuses on the 5G-conspiracy theory in traditional media in terms of reporting. It can
be qualified as an inductive qualitative study because the aim of the study is to “develop generalized
propositions, hypotheses and theory” (Fox, 2008:430) about the reporting of the newspaper articles that
are investigated.

To find existing patterns of underlying ideologies or other influences, like language use, of
traditional media on their readers, newspapers seem to be the most informative way of conducting
research according to the scope of this paper. The corona crisis evolved many conspiracy theories and
in all is a rather emotionally loaded topic, which provides a broad basis to conduct an analysis. Thus, a
close reading of the articles and their content in terms of textual analysis is most convenient.

According to (Lockyer, 2008), “textual analysis is a method of data analysis that closely
examines the content and meaning of texts or their structure and discourse”. Moreover, textual analysis
allows to interpret the nature of inquiry and situates “the study within the political, social, and cultural
context of the researchers, the participants, and the readers of a study” (Creswell, 2007:37). Data used
for this kind of analysis is textual data, in form of policy or media documents, speeches, interviews,
printed papers or even videos.

According to Mayring (2014:50) the aim of qualitative content analysis “is usually to analyze
the text for its own sake, with the socio-cultural background as the context”. Hence, data is described as
an abstract interpretation. With this approach, language use, but also the hidden influences behind the
text can be discovered (Julien, 2008). The results of such an analysis can help raise awareness about the
portrayal of conspiracy theories in the media and thus could improve the public's understanding of the
risks and background of conspiracy beliefs.

By executing the analysis, important paragraphs, as well as sentences and words, are
investigated in detail, to gain an overall picture of the content. This will be done by analyzing the
selected articles inductively according to a coding scheme. By doing so, reoccurring patterns and motifs
will be scrutinized. Hence, also differences between the newspapers will become clear. Overall, to find
out how and in which way newspapers differ in reporting conspiracy theories, a qualitative content

analysis is best suitable to answer the research question for the study at hand.

3.2 Case Selection and Sampling
This paper investigates the reporting on the 5G-conspiracy which emerged at the beginning of

the pandemic in January 2020. It claims that “the emissions of new 5G telecommunications technology
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either severely worsened or even caused the coronavirus pandemic.” (Bruns et al., 2021:2) This
conspiracy theory was “promoted by a range of anti-5G activists with ties to broader anti-technology,
anti-vaccine, alternative health, religious fundamentalist, anti-Semitic, and far-right communities”
(Bruns et al., 2021:2). By circulating in a much broader way, this ended in several attacks on mobile
telecommunications towers in the UK, the Netherlands, as well as in other nations. Moreover, there have
been several attacks against telecommunication technicians who were supposed to execute the
installations of the towers (Osborne, 2020). Herby, it becomes visible, that conspiracy theories can also
actually harm people and are not only theories, that people believe in without it having consequences.
In that case, it is extremely important to debunk those conspiracy theories and enlighten the public about
the conspiracy theory and claim that this is not the truth.

Therefore, articles from five different daily newspapers (tageszeitung, Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung, Sliddeutsche Zeitung, Handelsblatt, BILD), which reported on the 5G-conspiracy theory, were
chosen. Since there is a great difference between the readerships of different newspapers and their
“demographic profile, political orientations and their perception of certain socially charged issues, such
as immigration” (Godwin et al., 2018:851), the choice has been made to include mainstream
newspapers, but also newspapers that are ideologically located on the left and right side of the spectrum.
This is appropriate, as it enables a full overview of all different types of newspapers and provides a basis
for a deeper understanding of how people might be influenced by journalists.

As there is a broad collection of articles about the 5G-theory, a limited time frame, namely the
time frame of 1% January to 31% July 2020, is chosen. This time frame is best suited to analyze the
newspaper articles, as it covers the time when the Coronavirus emerged in China, started to spread over
Europe and led to the pandemic. Simultaneously, this was the time when the 5G-theory emerged and,
among other protests, led to the arson attacks on mobile phone towers in the United Kingdom (Shaheen
et al., 2021). Hence, newspaper articles that were reported during this time, are sufficient to show how
the 5G-conspiracy theory was reported and if there are any underlying ideologies as well as differences

between the newspapers.

3.3 Method of Data Collection

For this research, newspapers were chosen as the traditional medium that is going to be
investigated. Newspapers are still seen as a great source of information (Mu et al., 2021), so this is the
best way to analyze how conspiracy theories are reported and in how much depth they explain them to
the readers.

Since there is a broad collection of newspapers that reported on the 5G-conspiracy theory, the
study is limited to five daily (online) newspapers, that are most common in Germany. The latter is
chosen, as there is still little evidence about the reporting of conspiracy theories in traditional media in
this country, whereas for instance in the US, this topic is already extensively investigated. To understand

the choice of (online) newspapers, a short digression towards the background of the analyzed newspaper
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outlets must be deployed. Germany has a broad supply of nationwide daily newspapers which have
different political orientations, reaching from left to right/ conservative. To investigate newspapers
across the whole ideological spectrum, five newspapers were chosen, which differ mainly in terms of
their political ideologies. Newspapers chosen in this research are namely: Studdeutsche Zeitung, Taz,
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Handelsblatt and BILD. The first three are chosen because they are
nationwide newspapers and are considered high-quality newspapers. The Suddeutsche Zeitung, for
instance, is known for its moderate left-wing liberal journalism. In terms of economy, it has a business-
friendly course (Hachmeister, 2012). Its quality attracts an educated and sophisticated readership. The
tageszeitung (Taz) emphasizes a more pronounced left-wing journalism and system-critical leadership
(Groll, 2012) while the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ) entails more conservative-liberal
journalism (Burkhardt, 2012). Moreover, the Handelsblatt, which contains an economic focus
(eurotopics, n.d.) was chosen to also investigate newspapers that focus more on the economy than on
political ideology. Hence, it might also mirror the economic views of their readership. The last
newspaper that was included is the BILD. This newspaper is a tabloid newspaper that is known for its
extreme, rather right, populist exaggerations, as well as a rather conservative journalism (Schroder,
2019). Adding to that, it is a rather sensation-seeking and populistic newspaper, which might be more
likely to not directly debunk conspiracy theories.

Thus, five German newspapers with different political orientations were deliberately chosen and
were then analyzed in terms of their reporting of the conspiracy theory. The articles investigated were
collected in these newspapers and selected according to certain criteria. First of all, these were collected
by searching either “5SG AND Verschwor* or “5SG AND Corona” or “5G AND Covid” in the
newspapers’ archive. Those articles that referred to 5G or Corona, but in a context unrelated to the 5G-
conspiracy theory, were excluded. Thus, articles that were not included in the limited time frame, were
also not selected. To fit the scope of the study, one will primarily concentrate on three articles about the
conspiracy for each newspaper, so that the same number of articles are investigated for all newspapers.
If there were more than three articles available during the chosen time frame in the other newspapers,
articles were chosen based on their relevance to the research question. Hence, by means of the extent to
which the 5G-conspiracy theory was reported on, to enable an overall picture and an in-depth analysis
concerning the research question. In general, 15 newspaper articles were investigated. Their content has
been read carefully to answer the research question of the paper at hand. Thus, interviews, included in
the articles, were not analyzed as the aim was to only focus on the reporting of the newspaper and not
on what is stated by others.

To simplify the analysis of the newspaper articles and to better process them, the program
Atlas.ti is used. With help of the program, keywords can be extracted and analyzed more easily. To
further investigate the articles, a coding scheme is inductively developed, and the articles are analyzed

in terms of the summary content analysis according to Mayring (2014).
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3.4 Method of Data Analysis

This study uses inductive coding since the research is not based on any theory and there is no
existing theoretical framework that could be used. The coding scheme was developed by highlighting
important and noble patterns. To detect these patterns, data must be scrutinized under certain criteria.
Moreover, the coding scheme can be divided into three sets of coding.

The first set of codes deals with the source of the article, the publication date as well as the type
of the article. Thus, the sources the articles rely its information on will be examined. Thereby one gets
a great overview of the source itself and how this is best classified.

The second set of codes deals with the linguistic aspects as well as the writer's strategies. The
content of the articles will therefore be investigated in terms of the following criteria. First, the article
will be analyzed in terms of the tone of voice. This indicates whether the journalist uses a positive,
neutral, or negative tone of voice when reporting. Then, it will be investigated in terms of the application
of rhetoric, in terms of, for instance jokes, sarcasm, and generalizations. Hereby, it is examined in which
way the author emphasizes certain meanings in the article. Accordingly, the focus does not lie on the
content of the article but rather on linguistics, hence on the rhetoric, the choice of words as well as the
words themselves. Hereby, the articles will be investigated in terms of language use and its positive or
negative effects on the reader.

The third set of codes is concerned with the actual content of the articles. Hereby the focus lies
on any fragments that show patterns of underlying ideologies or other non-linguistic influences.
Moreover, it is thoroughly examined what is said and especially in which way the article reports the
conspiracy theory, in terms of mentioning it and to what extent. Adding to that, it is investigated how
they report about the conspiracy theory and the different characteristics of these. Hence, it is investigated
how it is reported about several agents who play a role in terms of the conspiracy theory and who are,
for instance, interviewed or cited. Moreover, it is analyzed how the newspaper reports on the claims of
the conspiracy theory and their attacks on the cell towers. Therefore, it is examined whether any
influences on the reader are occurring.

These three dimensions are determined as preliminary categories and while applying them on
the material, old categories are revised, sub-codes as well as new codes are formulated. Thus, there is a
revision of categories after 10-50% of the material, to check on reliability of the coding (Mayring, 2000).

Employing this analysis, it can be analyzed how newspapers report about conspiracy theories in
general and whether there are differences between the reporting of the newspapers and if patterns of
political ideology may be present across different newspaper outlets. A summary of the coding scheme

is displayed in Table 1. The full coding scheme can be found in Table 2 in Appendix A.
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Table 1. Coding Scheme

Code Definition

1. Information about the article The newspaper, in which the article is published.

2. Message style Whether the author wrote formal/ informal.

3. Tone of voice The writer’s tone of voice is negative/neutral/positive.
4. Rhetoric The writer uses rhetoric.

5. 5G-Conspiracy Theory Information about the 5G-conspiracy theory.

6. Cell tower attacks Information about cell tower attacks.

7. Development of the conspiracy theory  The ways in which the conspiracy theory has spread.
8. Conspiracy believers How conspiracy believers are reported and portrayed.
9. Source of information To which information sources the writer refers.

10. Other conspiracy theories/ believers  The writer refers to other conspiracy theories and/ or
referred to their believers.

3.5 Limitations

However, conducting a content analysis of newspaper articles entails certain issues that mirror
the methodological limitations of the study. By conducting a content analysis, the researcher can select
the methods, as well as choose data that best fits the researchers’ scope and goal of the analysis. But
with this freedom of flexibility and simplicity, there is a great danger that the findings of the analysis
rely predominantly on the interpretation of the researcher. Hence, self-interpretation can never be
completely ruled out. The researcher itself may become biased and might influence what information is
used, and which information is not. To tackle these threats, the study applies a certain case selection, so
that the researcher must rely on specific criteria and cannot choose based on her favoritism. By
employing an inductive content analysis, it is not possible to develop a completely objective guideline

for coding schemes, which means that there might be difficulties in terms of replication of the study.

3.6 Concluding Remarks

In conclusion, this paper investigates the reporting of the 5G-conspiracy theory in newspapers
and to what extent they differ between five different German newspaper outlets. This will be done via
the approach of a content analysis according to Mayring (2014), based on an inductively developed
coding scheme. Three articles for each of the five daily newspapers will be investigated in terms of this,
and to find underlying ideologies, as well as textual differences in reporting about the conspiracy theory.
Based on the answers to the sub-questions, the main exploratory research question “In what ways do
traditional media report about conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic?” will

be answered.

4 Analysis

To thoroughly investigate the reporting of the newspapers, the analysis is divided into five parts.
First, the headlines will be analyzed as these make the first impression on the reader and the reader can
thus already form a first opinion about the content of the article. Then the extent to which, and in how

much depth, the authors report on the 5G-conspiracy theory is examined. Afterwards, it is analyzed how
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conspiracy believers are reported on and what reasons are given for people to believe in conspiracy
theories. The analysis of the information sources follows next. Here it is examined what kind of sources
are being used, which stakeholders are included and in what course they are quoted or mentioned.
General conclusions are drawn, and the main findings will be presented. All articles are examined in
terms of language and content to identify to what extent the readers are influenced and how the
newspapers might differ from each other, as well as how newspapers are reporting on conspiracy
theories in general.

As all articles are written in German, it should be noted that the quotes of all newspaper articles

in this part are translated to the best of the researcher’s ability.

4.1 Headlines

In the following, the headlines of all newspapers will be investigated thoroughly. As Scacco and
Muddiman (2015) state, headlines are important as“[t]he right headline can help people learn from the
news, and the wrong headline might gain clicks but encourage readers to remember incorrect
information.”

The headlines of the moderate newspapers, FAZ and Handelsblatt, differ significantly in terms
of objectivity in the headlines. The Handelsblatt contains relatively neutral headlines and make no use
of sarcasm or any exaggerations. In addition, the (sub)headlines clearly indicate that the articles are
about conspiracy theories, so that the reader is directly aware of what to expect and can classify it
correctly.

While the Handelsblatt makes use of very objective headlines, the FAZ uses rather negative
connotated words or phrases, for instance “under fire” (FAZb). The negative positioning of the author
on the conspiracy believers is thus already clear in the headline and leads to an influence on the reader.
Hence, a certain arrogance and a generally low opinion of the newspapers on conspiracy believers
becomes visible. This is further reinforced by partly sarcastic headlines (FAZb, FAZc).

When investigating the headlines of the left media (Taz, SZ) it becomes visible that these
newspapers entail quite provoking and sarcastic headlines. Moreover, negatively connotated words like
“Food for right-wing extremists” (Taza) and ‘fight’ (SZa) in reference to conspiracy theories and their
believers, show a certain arrogance and a generally low opinion on conspiracy believers. Thus, the
headlines "Stop the plague” (SZb) or "False reports for millions" (SZc) leave room for interpretation as
to how this is meant and create excitement on the reader. Hence, the headlines are formulated in such a
way that the reader’s interest is aroused.

The analysis of the articles of the BILD newspaper yields that the headlines are rather sensation-
seeking and try to arouse the reader’s interest. Headlines such as "With the swank Porsche at conspiracy
theory demo™ (BILDc) illustrate that the reader is to be entertained and headlines are not formulated

objectively.
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Hence, the more extreme newspapers make use of more sarcastic and sensation-seeking
headlines, to mainly arouse the reader’s interest. The more moderate the newspaper, the more objective

are the headlines.

4.2 Reporting about the 5G-Conspiracy Theory

First, the articles of the left-wing media, Taz and SZ, are examined with regard to the reporting
and debunking of the 5G-conspiracy theory. Overall, the articles are written formally and non-
narratively, so that they entail a relatively neutral tone of voice. In the following, a distinction between
articles that directly report on the 5G-conspiracy theory (SZa, Taza, Tazc) and articles that do not
explicitly deal with the 5G-conspiracy theory (SZb, SZc, Tazb).

The latter, while not exclusively reporting on the 5G-conspiracy theory, provide a brief
explanation of what the theory entails and are written in a neutral tone of voice when reporting on the
5G-theory. In some cases, however, a negative tone of voice can also be discerned. For instance, by
stating “[s]o the alu hat is mainly nonsense. And radiation fear is a dangerous entry point for conspiracy
ideologies of all kinds” (Tazc), the writer implies to influence the reader, to debunk these theories. Yet,
the reader may be negatively influenced by the choice of words.

Avrticles, whose content is the 5G-conspiracy theory, explain thoroughly what believers of this
theory claim and why they do so. In both newspapers, there is little use of rhetoric means. The facts
about the conspiracy theory are stated very objectively and the theory is then explained based on this.
Moreover, the claims of conspiracy believers, which further explain the conspiracy theory, are stated in
terms of a neutral tone of voice. Hence, there is no influence on the reader in that sense. Yet, one article
(Taza) does not fit the description above. It is written about a video of a conspiracy believer, who is in
the process of cutting the cables of a broadcast tower, in a very narrative and informal way. Although
the author rather tells a story, than reporting in the ‘old-fashioned’ journalistic way, he is quite objective
when it comes to explaining the conspiracy theory. However, the aspect of informal language use also
makes it clear that the Taz is very interested in keeping the reader engaged and, as an extreme left-wing
medium trying to convince the reader of the falsity of the conspiracy theories by getting them more
involved through a story.

Still, both newspapers are debunking the conspiracy theory. In some articles, it is clearly stated
that 5G has nothing to do with Covid (SZa, SZb, SZc, Tazc) and in some articles, negative connotations
imply that the conspiracy theory is not true and therefore debunked (SZb, Taza, Tazb). Words like
“corona nonsense” (SZb) or “insanity” (SZb) in reference to conspiracy theories show the author’s
attitude toward conspiracy theories and cast them in a negative light, so that the reader directly has a
negative attitude against them. Nevertheless, various stakeholders, that debunk the conspiracy theories
and thereby generate objectivity, are also cited.

Overall, the articles in both left-wing media are written relatively objectively in terms of

explaining the 5G-conspiracy theory, and occasionally include a negative tone of voice by using
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negative connotations. Especially the Taz uses rather negative connotations or sarcasm to debunk the
5G-theory, instead of explicitly stating it.

The moderate newspapers, FAZ and Handelsblatt, report more formally and non-narratively on
the conspiracy theory under investigation. Thereby a certain objectivity is maintained. Due to the
different foci, the articles differ in their reporting about the 5G-conspiracy theory in general as well as
in its depth. The Handelsblatt has a rather strong focus on explaining the 5G-theory and debunking it
by extensively reporting about it. The FAZ on the other hand, rather reports on it in in connection with
other topics in the field of conspiracy theories and not only individually about this one theory. Yet, when
reporting about the conspiracy theory, the authors remain a neutral tone. One reason for that is, that the
writers do not make use of any exaggerations, generalization as well as stereotypes. Moreover, the
readers exclusively receive facts and neutral arguments, so that they are not influenced by their
perception. This is further strengthened by quoting other persons or organizations, so that the reporting
remains objective, and the author does not bring in his/her own opinion.

Furthermore, the conspiracy theory is debunked in all articles examined. Especially the articles
of the Handelsblatt use many direct quotes to make clear that the conspiracy theories do not stop. They
also explain in more detail why this is the case and directly address the allegations. In the FAZ, the
conspiracy theories are not debunked in the same depth. Here it is stated that they are not true, but direct
guotes or precise explanations are not available (FAZa). However, it becomes visible, that both
newspapers have an economic focus, as they quote many people and stakeholders who are primarily of
interest to the business community (FAZa, HBa, HBb). Among them, for example, Bitkom president
Achim Berg and various mobile companies. In addition, while explaining the conspiracy theory it is
also shown what effects such disinformation could have on the economy, for instance, the effects on the
mobile phone companies are visualized with statistics (FAZb, HBa).

The BILD articles only partially focus exclusively on the 5G-conspiracy theory, so that it can
already be stated that the newspaper does not report in depth about this theory. It is striking that the
BILD, unlike the other newspapers examined, reports very informally and rather narratively about the
conspiracy theories. In one article (BILDa), the explanation of the conspiracy theory is based on a quote
from a vaccination opponent from a Telegram group and no other information sources are given. In
addition, the article includes screenshots of this chat so that the reader can gain an understanding of the
claims of the conspiracy theorists. The screenshots might arouse the reader’s interest and thus they get
the feeling to be able to look behind the scenes of the conspiracy theorists. Hence, the reader is kept
engaged and the author is rather telling a story than stating objective facts.

Another article describes a Corona conspiracy demonstration and participants are interviewed
regarding their belief in conspiracy theories (BILDc). Hereby it is explained narratively, what these
people believe. Thus, this attempts to arouse the reader's interest. Nevertheless, the conspiracy theories
are refuted in all articles. On the one hand, this is done by whole paragraphs, on the other hand, only by

negatively connotated words, for instance, “so far, so mad” (BILDc).
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When examining the BILD articles, it is noticeable that conspiracy theories are reported with a
rather negative tone of voice. For instance, in one article it is stated: "They take a fact like 5G is going
to be a faster Internet standard and spin theories like the government is going to control citizens with
streams and because of that, birds are going to fall dad form the sky." (BILDc) This example shows that
the author reports rather condescendingly and by his sarcastic expression and the negative choice of

words like "spinning" (BILDc), he influences the reader negatively in his opinion-forming process.

4.3 Conspiracy Believers

In the following, it will be examined how conspiracy believers are portrayed in the newspapers.
This is done based on various factors. It is investigated whether it is explained why people believe in
conspiracy theories and, if so, whether this is understandable. Moreover, it is analyzed to what extent
the political preferences of conspiracy believers are addressed, and if so, which political preferences are
addressed.

The left newspaper outlets differ in terms of their reporting on conspiracy believers. The Taz
reports, as already expected in chapter 2 of this paper, as it debunks the conspiracy theory and reports
on it a lot. The newspaper is much more extreme in its statements and language use than the SZ. The
latter reports rather objective about the group of interest when explaining why people believe in
conspiracies, by stating objective arguments and facts like “the infodemic can cause panic” (SZb).
Writing about the mast attacks without blaming any group or ridiculing anyone, makes the articles seem
quite objective and neutral. Nevertheless, they use a rather negative tone of voice when speaking of the
conspiracy theorists themselves. Journalists of the SZ do not speak about conspiracy believers
themselves but use indirect or direct quotes from others to distance themselves from the statements
contained in these quotes. Examples are "ldiots torch radio masts" (SZa) or "[...] it is special madness to
fall for such conspiracy theories and to destroy infrastructure” (SZa). Nevertheless, the inclusion of these
quotes influences the readers and leads them to look down on conspiracy believers and perceive them
as lunatics or idiots.

The Taz, on the other hand, is even more extreme in its statements. When explaining the reasons
people might have for believing conspiracy theories, it becomes clear that the authors for the most part
do not write objectively and neutrally, but rather derogatorily and negatively. It is implied to the
conspiracy believers that they only believe in such theories to gain attention, or that the "paranoids [...]
are trying to reap the stage" (Tazb). Articles also tend to be written in a patronizing way, as this example
illustrates: "[flor some restaurant owners who fear bankruptcy and feel disadvantaged, the idea that
everything is a lie seems appealing.” (Tazb) It further demonstrates that the newspaper portrays
conspiracy believers as people who act indiscriminately and just need someone to blame, and to air out
their personal problems. Furthermore, many conclusions are drawn about the political background of
the conspiracy believers. Here, there is talk of "fringes of the ex-alternative milieu" (Tazb) and of an

"alliance of vaccination opponents, up to right-wing extremists" (Tazb). Generalizations such as "[they]
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have always been skeptical of science" (Tazb) and "they make the difficult easy" (Tazb) imply a picture
of conspiracy believers painting the world as they like it. Adding to that, it is made clear once again how
(apparently) indiscriminately people support conspiracy theories and that the authors do not take this
group seriously. The latter is also made clear by jokes at the expense of the conspiracy believers, so that
in general a rather low opinion is emphasized in relation to them. Based on all these rhetorical devices
and the negative expressions mentioned concerning the conspiracy believers, it is, therefore, clear to say
that the Taz influences its readers, does not use objective language, and sketches and represents a very
negative picture of the conspiracy believers.

The two moderate newspapers also differ very clearly on this point of analysis, compared with
the previous ones. Handelsblatt maintains its neutral tone of voice and objectivity in reporting. Very
little is revealed about the newspaper's opinion on the conspiracy believers in all the articles examined.
As a reason for the 5G-conspiracy theory and belief in it, it is very neutrally stated that there is a "great
skepticism about network expansion in Germany." (HBa) Articles also entail little focus on the political
preferences of conspiracy believers. Overall, the readers are little influenced and rather enlightened with
facts and arguments about the conspiracy theories and their believers. One reason for this may be that
this newspaper is primarily interested in the economic consequences, and less in the purely political
contexts.

The FAZ, as the second moderate newspaper, is much more explicit in its opinion about the
conspiracy believers. The focus is clearly on the political preferences of this group. One article speaks
of "Vaccination opponents, notorious Merkel critics, conspiracy theorists [...] and right-wing extremists"
(FAZc). The AfD, and right-wing groups in general, which are said to have a connection with the
conspiracy theories, are frequently mentioned. Furthermore, the authors of the newspaper clarify that
for some people the reason behind the pandemic is not enough, and the conspiracy believers would
prefer to shift the cause of the pandemic onto the mistakes of politics: "But for some, this is not enough.
They want to see a will behind the disaster” (FAZa). Expressions such as "Whoever [...] was right"
(FAZa) are meant to emphasize that the conspiracy believers indiscriminately look for culprits to vent
their anger. Through generalizations and sarcasm, this is made clear once again, and the conspiracy
believers are partly ridiculed. Nevertheless, it should be noted that one article (FAZb) was also
examined, which maintained a more neutral tone of voice towards the conspiracy believers, while also
focusing more on the topic of the conspiracy theory itself and its effects on the economy as well as the
public. Overall, it can be said that the FAZ has a rather negative tone of voice towards the conspiracy
believer, as well as the reason for believing in it. The topic of political preferences is also a strong focus
of the newspaper.

The BILD influences its readers the most regarding conspiracy believers. It has already been
pointed out that this newspaper follows a rather informal and narrative reporting style, which also
applies to this point of analysis. Through this way of reporting, the readers are more influenced and can

more easily get into the "story" and understand the thoughts of the conspiracy believers. This is also
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since conspiracy believers are interviewed in the articles and not just talked about with other sources
(BILDc). While the articles attempt to be objective in their reporting through direct quotes, the reader is
still greatly influenced. In addition, the authors of the newspaper use many generalizations and
stereotypes. In one article, it is written: "At first glance, most of them are nice, well-off people whom
one would like to have as neighbors. However, if you look behind the facade, it quickly becomes clear
that they have lost all trust in state institutions and the system. That's exactly what makes them
dangerous." (BILDa) This example shows quite clearly that the BILD writes in a very generalizing way
and, above all, also makes use of exaggerations so that a dramatizing effect is created on the reader.
Also, the authors emphasize that the conspiracy believers arbitrarily process facts into conspiracy
theories. Thus, this group comes across as very random. With sarcastic remarks like "spreaders of ‘truths’
and [...] ‘caretaker’” (BILDDb) it becomes clear that the conspiracy believers are not taken seriously and
are rather looked down upon. Moreover, compared to other newspapers, BILD does not focus as much,
as for instance the Taz, on political connections regarding the conspiracy believers. All in all, the authors
of the BILD use a narrative and informal way of writing to bring the topic closer to the reader in a livelier
way. With the help of sarcasm, exaggerations, jokes and generalizations, the newspaper weaves a net,
generalizes the group of conspiracy believers and makes explicit that it does not take the latter seriously.
A certain arrogance toward them often resonates here as well, so that the reader receives a negative tone

of voice about the conspiracy believers.

4.4 Information Sources

In this part of the analysis, the information sources will be examined for their credibility and
reliability. Except for the Taz, all newspapers examined have several information sources that are stated.
The fact that the former does not include any sources also affects the reliability of the articles. Although
the conspiracy theories are debunked and it is often stated that these theories are false, this is never
substantiated with a source. Therefore, the newspaper can be classified as unreliable in terms of its
information sources.

The SZ has a wide range of information sources. The sources used represent media, some of
them British when it comes to attacks on 5G phone towers, scientists and experts, the WHO, the Federal
Office for Radiation Protection, mobile phone companies and economically important sources such as
Bitkom. Thus, this newspaper has covered any stakeholders in its articles.

The FAZ also entails some sources. However, it does not have as broad a spectrum as the SZ.
The FAZ focuses primarily on economic and media sources, or surveys and statistics.

The Handelsblatt has a strong focus on economic sources. First and foremost, surveys and
statistics are used to substantiate and base the arguments on. Yet this newspaper also entails a wide
range of other information sources. These include various mobile companies, scientific journalists, the
WHO, the Federal Office for Radiation Protection, Bitkom, the Federal Network Agency, and Stiftung

Warentest. Experts and security researchers are also interviewed and quoted. Hence, Handelsblatt has
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included a variety of sources in its articles that cover the entire range of stakeholders - with a focus,
however, on the economy.

BILD, on the other hand, has few formal sources. It rather refers to interviews with conspiracy
believers, screenshots from Telegram groups (BILDa) or quotes from a founder of a cult
(BILDc)However, one article also cites the State Office for the Protection of the Constitution (BILDDb)
In general, however, it can be said that BILD lives up to its image, to be sensation-seeking, and places
its focus more on the group discussed, rather than on researchers, scientists, or others involved. For the
most part, the latter are not cited in the articles examined, which is why the articles can be classified as
having low reliability.

Overall, neither the Taz nor the BILD has extreme reliable information sources, as the former
does not include any at all and the latter uses for instance screenshots to provide information.
Handelsblatt and FAZ have a wide range of information sources and thus cover the entire field of
stakeholders in this topic. Nevertheless, they have a rather economic focus. The SZ also covers a very

broad spectrum of different sources and can therefore be considered reliable.

4.5 Concluding Remarks

Within this section the findings of the previous analysis are shortly summarised. To answer the
first sub-question: “In how much depth and by what means do traditional media report conspiracy
theories?”, the reporting about the conspiracy theories was analysed. It became clear that all the
newspapers studied, report on conspiracy theories in different ways. The tabloid newspaper does not
report deeply about the 5G-conspiracy theory and only takes it into account by mentioning it in relation
to a certain story that is told. Left and moderate newspapers do report more deeply about it, yet the
Handelsblatt contains most information about the 5G-conspiracy theory. Nevertheless, nearly all
newspaper articles that were studied, provide the necessary information about the 5G-conspiracy theory,
so that the readers are sufficiently informed after reading the article. Thus, in all newspapers, conspiracy
theories that are stated are debunked and their believers are proven wrong.

The next sub-question “How do traditional media report about conspiracy theories and their
believers by linguistic means?” examines the use of language as well as other rhetoric means, concerning
the conspiracy theory and its believers. The analysis showed a strong link between a negative tone of
voice and the reporting about conspiracy believers in all newspaper articles, except for the Handelsblatt.
Moreover, especially the extreme left and tabloid newspaper (Taz, BILD) made strong use of it and used
narrative and informal language to some extent, which leads to an influence on the reader. The moderate
newspapers, as well as the SZ, opted for a rather objective type of reporting, by doing so non-narratively
as well as mostly using a neutral tone of voice- except when reporting on conspiracy believers.

This finding leads to the third sub-question, asking if the depth, as well as the way of reporting
differs among the newspapers concerning its underlying ideologies. Here, the focus lied on political

differences but also the difference between tabloid newspapers and more common newspapers. It
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became clear that the newspapers differ greatly, and differences are visibly apparent. The moderate
newspapers have a rather weak ideological influence, yet the Handelsblatt includes a strong economic
focus. The conservative newspaper FAZ also stated political statements concerning the background of
conspiracy believers and thus the conspiracy theories themselves. The left newspapers, especially taz,
entailed a rather political ideology, meaning that the focus of reporting, especially in terms of conspiracy
believers and their reasons to believe in conspiracy theories often lied on the political preferences,
mainly assigned to right-wing extremists. The BILD, as a as a tabloid newspaper that entails a rather
extreme-right ideology, did not focus on politics, but on keeping the reader engaged and telling stories.
Hence, it tries to arouse the reader’s interest, and mainly influences them in that kind of way.

In response, it can be stated that the investigated newspapers do differ in terms of reporting and
entail certain underlying ideologies, depending on the ideology as well as the political background of

the newspaper.

5 Discussion

This part of the paper is used to discuss the results of the analysis thoroughly and bring them
together with the results of the literature review. Existing studies on the topic are discussed and it is
examined to what extent the present study confirms, complements, or deviates from them. The
discussion ties in with the central foci of the analysis (see chapter 2). In view of this, the results of the
analysis are interpreted, and the research question is answered. Furthermore, the limitations of the study
at hand are pointed out and open questions are addressed. Thus, starting points for further research are

presented.

5.1 Answer to the Research Question

The results of the analysis show that there is a clear correlation between the political orientation
of newspapers and the way and depth they report on conspiracy theories. At the outset, it was assumed
that right-wing media tended to report less on conspiracy theories, and when they do, they rather support
them. However, this expectation was partially disproved by the analysis.

It is striking that the BILD reported significantly less on the 5G-conspiracy theory. Only three
articles, mentioning the conspiracy theory under study, could be found within the research time frame.
This shows that right media seem to report less on conspiracy theories in particular. However, it must
be considered that BILD is a tabloid newspaper, which is rather conservative, mostly represents its own
interests, and only serves right-wing populism to a certain degree (Schroder, 2019). Hence, it cannot be
considered as a distinctly right-wing newspaper and may therefore differ from other findings that have
examined distinctly right-wing media.

Another reason for the deviation could also be that BILD, as a tabloid newspaper, only reports
on conspiracy theories if they contain a sensation-seeking story, are interesting for the readers and allow

for exaggerations. According to Schemer et al. (2021), tabloid newspapers nevertheless contribute to
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the spread of conspiracy theories because of their sensationalist reporting. This is partly the case here,
as the newspaper does not explicitly debunk the conspiracy theories, but rather implicitly through a
negative tone of voice, or by making fun of the conspiracy believers. This can also be seen concerning
the distinctly left-wing newspaper and therefore entails a very interesting finding. Further research
should be done to verify if this is feasible for left media too.

Another reason for refuting the assumption that right-wing media are more likely to report in
favor of conspiracy theories could be, that the newspapers studied are legacy newspapers. These tend to
serve, despite their ideological and political leanings, as corrective forces (Schemer etal., 2021). Hence,
the newspapers studied have the task to state correct information and would therefore rather not report
in favor of conspiracy theories. Nevertheless, it became clear that right-wing media generally tend to
make more extreme statements than left-wing media does. Thus, further research would be needed to
determine the extent to which the findings would change if left- or right-wing extremist niche
newspapers were also analyzed.

Moreover, it was assumed that conspiracy believers tended to be generalized as right-wing
extremists. This expectation is almost entirely fulfilled by all investigated newspapers and thus is in line
with the research conducted by Uscinski et al. (2016). Especially left-wing media focus heavily on the
political background of conspiracy believers and make many claims about them being right-wing
extremists. Although also left-wing extremists tend to believe conspiracy theories (Imhoff et al., 2022;
Schemer et al., 2021), left-wing extremists are not even stated in connection to conspiracy theories in
most newspapers. This illustrates, that media report in line with the political orientation of the newspaper
and its readership.

This fact also demonstrates that assigning such characteristics can have severe consequences. If
the media assigns the right-wingers as conspiracy believers, the public might adopt this view and thus
the right-wingers will be condemned and pigeonholed. They have a right-wing extremist political
background attached, although Douglas et al. (2019) have found out that not only political preference is
a reason to believe in conspiracy theories. This example clearly states that media makes use of framing
and thus strongly influences the readers in their (political) point of view and in their view on the social
reality.

In addition, this paper showed that journalists can have a crucial influence on readers through a
certain use of language and rhetoric. This assumption can be supported by the results of the analysis.
With the help of rhetoric and especially the tone of voice, the authors influence the readers enormously.

During the analysis it became visible that with the use of sarcasm, exaggerations and jokes, the
authors do not take conspiracy believers seriously and make fun of them. Hereby it can be referred to
Uscinski et al. (2011) who use the quote “conspiracy theories are for losers”. According to them
conspiracy theories attract vulnerable groups as they entail a strategic logic that is fitting for this group.
Hence, “losers” are most likely to believe in conspiracy theories. This picture fits to what the journalists

report about this group. The impression is given that conspiracy believers are very whiny, ridicule
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themselves with their belief in such theories, and furthermore choose the theories indiscriminately.
Overall, this gives the reader a very negative impression towards conspiracy believers, so they may not
take them seriously, although it can be seen from the cell tower attacks that despite the false belief, they
can cause great damage and should not simply be wasted.

However, this result may be related to the fact that journalists tend to not be wanting to or are
unable to report on conspiracy theories at all. There is a great discussion ongoing about this topic,
whether conspiracy theorist viewpoints should be covered, as one gives them room to develop and
spread more easily (Bruns etal., 2021). According to Tsfati et al. (2020:162) “reporting about fake news
entails publishing an online rumor and explaining why it is not true, whereas at least by the strict codes
of the profession, news does not include unsubstantiated rumors.” Yet it is important to debunk
conspiracy theories (Sunstein & Vermeule, 2008), declare that it is important to wipe out any false
information spread in the public sphere (Tsfati et al., 2020). Hence, making readers aware of the existing
conspiracy theories and debunking these is crucial. Yet, there are questions of “whether to adopt an
objective, disinterested or advocative, anti-conspiracist approach; whether their coverage, even if is
critical, will do more to amplify or debunk conspiracist views; and how to discover (constructive or
disruptive) interventions by politicians, experts, or celebrities without increasing visibility of the
conspiracy theories they engage with.” (Bruns et al., 2021:4)

Overall, the assumptions made beforehand have not been confirmed by the analysis as extremely
as expected. One explanation for this is that previous research, was mainly conducted in the US.
According to Gidron et al. (2020), the U.S., is more polarizing than Germany and the Nordic countries,
and thus more likely to spread partisan conspiracy theories. Yet in the research at hand, the investigated
country is Germany, which is less populist and might therefore not entail such extreme media bias. Also,
Drochon (2018) clarified in a study that media and the political system within a country influence the
occurrence of conspiracy theories. Hence, the findings between Germany and the US might be quite
different, as they have different political systems too. Another explanation could be that the most right-
wing newspaper studied was a tabloid newspaper and thus the results were not as extreme as if another
distinct right-wing newspaper had been studied.

Still, this bachelor thesis has provided first insights into the differences between several,
politically oriented, German daily newspapers and has therefore added relevant findings about this topic.
Conducting the analysis on several newspapers, as well as niche newspapers, would complement the

research.

5.2 Limitations to the Research

To fit the scope of the study, several allocations had to be made, so the resulting limitations
must be regarded. First, it needs to be acknowledged that data was analyzed by only one coder. This
creates a natural bias and contributes to the inferentiality of drawn conclusions. Adding to that, by

conducting a content analysis, the coders’ own opinion leads to the interpretation of the findings. Hence,
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it would be sufficient to conduct a quantitative analysis in further analysis, so that the results are
examined again based on numbers and the conclusion is thus less based on the interpretation of a single
coder.

Moreover, the articles have different lengths, so some articles may have assigned more codes
than others. This might lead to more extreme findings in some articles and could therefore influence the
findings. However, this limitation arose from the fact that there were generally few articles that reported
with a focus on the 5G-conspiracy theory. For other conspiracy theories, this problem might not arise.

Another limitation is that it was not possible to select the same number of newspaper articles
for each newspaper within the selection criteria. Due to this, only three articles per newspaper were
selected, so this may have affected the results.

Adding to that, it needs to be stated, that the newspaper RT Deutsch was supposed to be included
in the analysis too. This would have been, compared to the BILD, a much more extreme right-wing
newspaper and would probably have been able to provide further insights regarding the research
question and underlying ideologies concerning the political left-/ right- spectrum. However, due to the
current situation in the Ukraine and with Russia at the time of writing this paper, access to the RT
Deutsch archive was not possible. Therefore, BILD is the most right-wing newspaper examined in this
analysis.

The last limitation that needs to be acknowledged is that only German newspapers were
analyzed, hence the findings might not fit the scope of, for instance, American newspapers. Yet, this
was also the aim of the study, as there are already many studies on newspapers from other countries, but
not many on German newspapers. Thus, a research gap regarding the investigated country was closed
with this paper. The latter, however, is also the reason why it was not possible to draw on any existing

sources and compare the findings.

5.3 Implications for Further Research

As the previous chapters already made clear, the topic of conspiracy theories during the Covid-
19 pandemic is still an open field of research. Therefore, implications for further theoretical research
could be made. On the one hand, as mentioned before, a quantitative approach could be interesting to
support the findings or to collect further results. Furthermore, it would be interesting to see how the
discourse around the 5G-conspiracy theory has changed over time. A different timeframe would shed
light on this and show how it has evolved. Research should also be conducted in relation to other
conspiracy theories to enable generalizations on this topic. To be able to do the latter, local newspapers
should also be examined regarding the research question posed, so that the results do not only apply to
the major German dailies. A final theoretical implication would be to further examine to what extent
objective reporting could be simplified and how exactly newspapers should deal with fake news and

conspiracy theories.
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Moreover, it should be further investigated whether there is a way to convince conspiracy
believers of the falsehood of conspiracy theories via the traditional media. Most conspiracy believers
gain their information through social media or independent sources, and often end up in a so-called
bubble (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Through traditional media, there might be an opportunity to get them
out of this bubble and make them doubt the conspiracy theory. However, such people are not convinced
by expert opinions. Rather, other people are needed whom they trust in their community and whose
words they believe (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Therefore, it should be investigated how this could
appear and how conspiracy believers could be convinced by traditional media.

Further thought should be given to the existing discussion on whether conspiracy theories
should be addressed in public, and in the traditional media. On the one hand, this gives conspiracy
theorists room to further disseminate the latter. On the other hand, however, this can educate about the
reasons for believing in such theories and refute the conspiracy theory in public. Although this is
currently the case, conspiracy theories are often simply dismissed and, as the analysis shows, conspiracy
believers are often ridiculed. Thus, a different way of dealing with the reporting and refutation of
conspiracy theories should be found. This could serve as a research approach for further research on the

topic.

6 Conclusion

The aim of this study was to answer the following research question “In what ways do
traditional media report about conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic?”.
Therefore, a qualitative content analysis on German newspapers was conducted. Based on the outcome
of this analysis it can be concluded that the newspapers studied, differ mainly in their tone of voice, as
well as in their aims and focus of reporting on conspiracy theories and their different ideological
background.

Traditional media in general do report mainly objectively about conspiracy theories. Most of
the newspaper outlets state facts and base their information on reliable sources. Yet, when reporting
about conspiracy believers, the tone of voice, in nearly every newspaper studied, changes from neutral
to negative, so that conspiracy believers are ridiculed and not taken seriously. This implies a very
negative image on the conspiracy believers and therefore influences the readers.

The extreme left-wing and right-wing media are particularly conspicuous here. They report even
more negatively about the conspiracy believers and make many exaggerated statements. This is also
striking in other points examined. Through rather sensational and partly narrative reporting, these
newspapers primarily address the interest of the reader and report less about the actual facts. In this
respect, these newspapers influence the reader very strongly. However, the analysis was able to disprove
that right-wing media report in favor of conspiracy theories, but a possible reason for this could be that

the analysis is, however, conducted on a tabloid newspaper. Yet the fact, that right-wing media tend to
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report little about conspiracy theories in particular, can be confirmed, since only fewer articles reporting
on this topic could be found.

In addition, the newspapers generally differ in the focus of their reporting. Left-wing media tend
to be more politically oriented, while moderate media tend to focus on the economy and, to some extent,
politics. Tabloid newspapers, in turn, focus on readership. Nevertheless, all newspapers studied refute
conspiracy theories and thus contribute to educating the readership about these theories.

Overall, it was found that traditional media do report in different ways on conspiracy theories,
although the far right and far left newspapers were the most influencing newspapers. Thus, there is a
clear correlation between the political orientation of the newspaper and the mode of reporting, but this
correlation was not very distinct, so the results should not be overinterpreted. This paper brings first

findings, but further research must be conducted to generalize the results.
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8 Appendix
Appendix A: Full Coding Scheme

Table 2: Full Coding Scheme

Code Sub-Code

Definition

Example

1. Information
about the article

1.1 Newspaper

The newspaper, in which the

article is published.

tageszeitung, Stiddeutsche
Zeitung, Handelsblatt,
Frankfurter Allgemeine

Zeitung, BILD
1.2 Author The author of the article.
1.3 Date of The date of publication of the
publication article.
1.4 Section The section of the newspaper
the article was published in.
1.5 Title The title of the article.
1.6 Subtitle The subtitle of the article.
2. Message style 2.1 Narrative The writer uses emotional “With its Porsche parked

stories or storytelling to
inform the readers.

Vegan cook Attila
Hildmann (39)

on Saturday around 10
o'clock before the olympia
stadium, in order to lend
this theory emphasis.
About 150 other anti-
Corona demonstrators had
come with cars and
German flags to drive in a
police-escorted parade
through the city to the
Chancellery.” (BILDc)

2.2 Non-narrative

The writer uses facts and
arguments to inform the
readers.

“Security researchers
suspect a targeted
campaign behind the rapid
spread of conspiracy
theories. Marc Owen Jones
of Hamad bin Khalifa
University in Qatar has
analyzed communications
on the short message
service Twitter and
suspects that a network of
remote-controlled accounts
is behind it, whose actions
are reminiscent of Russian
hacker groups.” (HBc)

3. Tone of voice 3.1 Negative The writer’s tone of voice is ~ "absolute nonsense, the
negative. worst kind of Fake News"
(SZa)
3.2 Neutral The writer’s tone of voice is  “Dutch see link from
neutral. Corona to 5G” (FAZc)
3.3 Positive The writer’s tone of voice is ~ “The World Health

positive.

Organization formulates it
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more briefly - and more
elegantly” (SZa)

4. Rhetoric

4.1 Exaggerated
statements

The writer exaggerates with
his/ her statements.

“In the shadow of the
Corona pandemic, a kind of
plague is spreading through
the network, making
everything worse” (SZb)

4.2 Generalization

The writer generalizes, for
instance conspiracy
believers, with a certain
characteristic.

“They make the difficult
simple. They reduce the
complexity of confusing
global modernity to a
convenient friend-foe
cliché.” (Tazb)

4.3 Jokes

The writer uses jokes.

“An author of cookbooks
has made it to some
notoriety with the idea of
dying as a samurai fighting
the world conspiracy.”
(Tazb)

4.4 Sarcasm

The writer uses sarcasm

“Therefore: Instead of
wearing an ->aluminium
hat, just put away the cell
phone more often.” (Tazc)

4.5 Stereotypes

The writer uses stereotypes
(mainly in reference to
conspiracy believers)

“This is typical of
conspiracy theorists: They
take a fact, such as that Bill
Gates supports vaccinations
and has spent large parts of
his private fortune on it and
mix it with crude theories
about secret powers that
have dark interests: Gates
wants to have people
implanted with microchips
in the fight against the
corona pathogen.” (BILDc)

4.6 De-dramatize

The writer de-dramatizes
certain events or issues.

“But one should not be
misled by the boom of
insanity. For all this is also
a fleeting effect of the
attention economy. Seldom
has it been easier to turn
the spotlight on oneself.”
(Tazb)

4.7 Dramatic

The writer dramatizes certain
events or issues.

"Fake news spreads faster
than the virus, and it's just
as dangerous” (SZb)

4.8 Opinion-
making

The writer includes his/her
own opinion and thus
influences the reader’s
opinion on a certain event or
issue.

“Psychological problems,
however, do not have to
exclude political
motivations.” (Taza)

5.5G-
Conspiracy
Theory

5.1 Conspiracy
believers

Stating who might be
conspiracy believers.

“Network of remotely
controlled accounts,
reminiscent of Russian
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hacker groups in their
approach.” (HBc)

5.2 Debunking of
the conspiracy
theory

Debunking the conspiracy
theory.

“The World Health
Organization (WHO) and
the Federal Office for
Radiation Protection are
currently emphasizing
again and again that there
is no connection between
the pandemic and 5G
mobile radio.” (HBc)

5.3 Explanation

Explanation of the 5G-

“The background to the

of the 5G- conspiracy theory and the attacks is a conspiracy

conspiracy theory  claim conspiracy believers. theory that has been

/claim of spreading in Europe for

conspiracy several weeks. In online

believers forums, people claim that
there is a direct link
between the Corona virus
outbreak and the rollout of
the latest mobile
communications standard
5G.” (HBa)

5.4 General Informing the reader about “Deutsche Telekom and

information about
5G

the 5G network.

Vodafone are massively
expanding real-time mobile
communications in
Germany. Already today

is clear that the initiatives
will have a concrete
consequence: In the future,
there will be more mobile
sites in Germany.” (HBc)

5.5 Reaction to
conspiracy theory

Informing the reader about
the reaction of people and
institutions about the
conspiracy theory.

"The company takes
constructive criticism from
concerned people seriously.
"We have an open exchange
also with mobile phone
critics,' the spokesman said.
'Cases in which the
infrastructure has been
affected by vandalism are
not known to us in
Germany at the moment.'
That's why no additional
security measures are
currently being levied, he
added.” (HBa)

6. Cell tower

6.1 Cell tower
attack

How the cell tower attacks
took place.

“Driven by conspiracy
theories, targeted attacks on
mobile communications
infrastructure are even
occurring in more and more
countries in Europe.”
(HBc)
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6.2 Reason for
attacks

Reason for the cell tower
attacks.

“They had seen videos with
conspiracy theories and
were convinced that the
mobile phone standard 5G
was spreading the lung
disease Covid-19.” (SZb)

6.3 Consequences
of the attacks

Consequences, the cell tower
attacks led to.

“In the UK, a cell tower
near a hospital had been
destroyed, emergency calls
could not be made.” (HBc)

6.4 Country Countries in which the cell ,,Radio installations were

attacked tower attacks took place. attacked in several
European countries,
including the Netherlands,
Ireland and Cyprus.*
(FAZb)

6.5 Attacks on Informing about the attacks ""39 of the company's own

engineers/ mobile  on engineers and/ or mobile  technicians had been

company phone company employees.  verbally or physically

employees attacked. There were even
death threats against them".
(FAZb)

7. Development 7.1 Campaign The conspiracy theories “They tried to appeal to

of the
conspiracy
theory

develop due to campaigning.

people who are distant to
hostile to the political
system.” (BILDb)

7.2 Celebrities

The conspiracy theories
develop due to celebrities.

“Celebrities such as U.S.
star Woody Harrelson and
British B-list celebrity
Jason Gardiner have shared
posts to that effect.” (SZa)

7.3
Demonstration

The conspiracy theories
develop due to
demonstrations.

“Also, at the so-called
hygienic demos you can
see again and again people
protesting against 5G and
putting this in the context
of the corona crisis, for
example at the protests in
front of the Berlin
Volksbiihne last Saturday.”
(Tazc)

7.4 Social media

The conspiracy theories
develop due to social media.

“For weeks, texts, videos
and audio messages have
been circulating on social
networks, linking the
outbreak to mobile
technology.” (HBc)

7.5 Independent
sources

The conspiracy theories
develop due to independent
sources.

“This is what we learned
outside the mainstream
media.” (BILDc)

8. Conspiracy
believers

8.1 Political
preference

The writer makes
assumptions about the
political preference of
conspiracy believers.

“To what extent right-wing
groups are also involved in
the ‘movement’ is so far in
the dark.” (FAZc)
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8.2 Reason to
believe in
conspiracy theory

The writer states reasons to
believe in conspiracy
theories.

“In the tangle of technical
terms of epidemiology,
statistics and fears of one's
own economic crash, there
is a growing tendency to
believe Fake News and to
follow an archaic reflex:
Someone must be to
blame.” (Tazb)

8.3 Claims

The writer states claims of
the conspiracy believers.

“On the Internet, organizers
warned of a ‘totalitarian
state’ and a ‘censorship
campaign’ against ‘anyone
who asks a question about
Covid-19 and its possible
relationship to 5G.”"
(FAZc)

9. Source of
information

9.1 Conspiracy
believer

The writer refers to a
conspiracy believer as a
source of information.

"Hildmann: "There | am
disappointed in Putin,
because he knows just like
Trump, what is going on."
(BILDc)

9.2 Economical
agents

The writer refers to
economical agents as a
source of information.

“The digital association
Bitkom conducted a
representative survey.”
(HBa)

9.3 Media The writer refers to mediaas  “The research organization
a source of information. Correctiv and media such
as ZDF, Die Welt, Der
Spiegel and Bayerischer
Rundfunk have examined
the allegations.” (SZc)
9.4 Ministry The writer refers to a “Ministry for Digital and
ministry as a source of Media” (SZa), “Federal
information. Office for Radiation
Protection” (HBa)
9.5 Mobile The writer refers to mobile “Attacks could also occur
companies companies as a source of in the Federal Republic,

information.

warned Vodafone's head of
German operations Hannes
Ametsreiter.” (HBc)

9.6 Scientists and
experts

The writer refers to scientists
or experts as a source of
information.

“Security researchers
suspect a targeted
campaign behind the rapid
spread of the conspiracy
theories.” (HBc)

9.7 Statistics

The writer refers to statistics
as a source of information.

“43 percent stated in the
survey that they would then
start a citizens' protest, 42
percent would move out of
their apartment if a
landlord had a radio
antenna installed on the
house.” (FAZb)
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9.8 WHO The writer refers to the WHO “WHO” (SZa)
as a source of information.
10. Other 10.1 Attila Referring to Attila Hildmann  “A cookbook author has
conspiracy Hildmann as a conspiracy believer. made it big with the idea of
theories/ dying as a samurai fighting
believers the world conspiracy.”
referred to (Tazb)
10.2 Bill Gates Conspiracy theory, linkedto  “Bill Gates invented
Bill Gates Corona to rule the world.”
(Tazb)
10.3 Angela Conspiracy theory, linkedto ~ “Then Hildmann went on
Merkel Angela Merkel about the ‘demonic being'

Merkel, of whom he did
not even know ‘whether she
is a woman'.” (BILDc)

10.4 Pizzagate

Pizzagate conspiracy theory

“And said: 'Pizzagate is
real!" He apparently
believes in the conspiracy
theory that Hillary Clinton
(72) with other U.S.
politicians ran a pedophile
ring in the basement of a
pizzeria in Washington D.
C..” (BILDc)

10.5 QAnon

Referring to QAnon as
conspiracy believers.

“Since the pandemic,
conspiracy theories have
been booming. QAnon is
more popular than ever.
The Q alludes to a U.S.
Department of Energy
security classification that
allows access to top-secret
information, such as about
nuclear weapons. Anon
stands for ‘anonymous.’"
(Taza)

10.6 Debunking

Debunking of these
conspiracy theories.

“The result: What Wodarg
and Bhakdi say is not
completely wrong, but they
mix facts with speculation
and disinformation.” (SZc)

10.7 Reaction to
CT

Reaction to these conspiracy
theories.

“To stop this infodemic,
Whatsapp is now
tightening its rules.” (SZb)
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Appendix B: Articles collected
tageszeitung

Article A (Taza)

ERLIN NORD WAHRHEIT

weitere

Nord 8.5.2020

ANDREAS SPEIT
Autor
Corona-Verschwérungstheorien

Futter fiir Rechtsextreme

Seit der Pandemie haben Verschworungstheorien Hochkonjunktur. Viele davon habert's ﬁn‘g’c“‘ﬁ"m,mmumu;
rechtsextreme und antisemitische Ausrichtung.

5G-Technologie

Es sind die S: die Corona-Viren verbreiten
Foto: dpa

HAMBURG taz | Das Video in den sozialen Netzwerken ist 2:10
Minuten kurz. Man sieht, wie mit einer Astschere Leitungen und

Kabel eines Handy-F in durchtrennt

werden. ,Hier auch noch abmachen, damit es schon teurer wird, ec demie geht um die Wel

wennschon, dennschon®, sagt Phillip . Dis Coronapdndente goht um dis Welr.
‘ + g P Welche Regionen sind besonders

betroffen? Wie ist die Lage in den

Stolz zeigt er, was alles abgeknipst ist. In die Kamera schauend Kliniken? Den Qb,,hh:kgm“ Zahlen und

sagt er mit leicht blutender Stirnwunde, ,da habe ich mich sogar Grafiken finden Sie hier.

selbst verletzt”, aber ,scheiBegal, was man nicht alles fur die P Alle Grafiken

Menschheit tut”. Und weiter: ,Von dieser ScheiBe lasse ich mich
nicht mehr kaputtmachen. Ich erwarte, dass ihr auch rausgeht und
diese ScheiBe vernichtet.”

Das Video, das Phillip J. am 22.
April als Livestream bei
Facebook angekiindigt hatte, ist
bis heute online. Seine digitalen
Aktivitaten legen einen
verschwdrungsideologischen
Hintergrund nahe. J. scheint,
wie viele andere Menschen,

= anzunehmen, was seit Wochen
Sneaker-Manie im Netz verbreitet wird: Dass

; ° das Coronavirus durch

& Funkmasten Ubertragen werde -
vor allem durch den neuen
Standard 5G.

Sant

Die Maskenpflicht sei ein Zeichen, dass wir versklavt werden,
schreibt er in einem Beitrag. Er likte zudem QAnon-Seiten und auf
seiner Youtube-Playliste sind QAnon-Videos. In den Kommentaren
bekommt er Zuspruch: ,Der ist ja cool, macht einfach und redet
nicht”, schreibt ein User, und ein anderer: ,Dem Mann sollte man
sich anschlieBen.”

Pédophiler Kinderhandelsring

Seit der ie haben Verschwor ien Hoc

QAnon ist populdrer denn je. Das Q spielt auf eine

Sicherheitsei des US-Er ieministeriums an, die Zugang
zu streng i Infor i wie Uber erlaubt.

Anon steht fir ,anonym*”.

QA Aut im Netz klusive Infor i uber
einen internen Krieg von US-Prasident Trump gegen eine
Geheimdienstverschworung eines ,tiefen Staates” zu haben. Andere
Anhanger dieser und ahnlicher Theorien gehen davon aus, dass ein
Kinder ing von i betrieben wird und dass die
judische Familie ild einen i Kult mit pa i
Hollywoodstars anfiihre.

In den ver Tagen sind it Anschlage auf
Sendemasten verlibt worden. Fir die rechte Szene ist das keine
neue Akti 'm. Vor der des mehrteiligen Films
«Holocaust - Die Geschichte der Familie Weiss” im Jahr 1979
erfolgten zwei hiage auf ARD:

Was bei der ganzen Selbstinszenierung im Netz keine Uberraschung
ist: Die Polizei hat J. schon festgenommen. Ein Hinweis auf das
Video fiihrte zum i gserfolg. Von einem politi: Motiv
geht die Polizei allerdings bisher nicht aus. Der
~gesundheitsbeeintrachtigte Mann” sei in einer sozialpsychiatrischen
Einrichtung, heiBt es in einer Mitteilung. Psychische Probleme
missen aber politische Motivationen nicht ausschlieBen.
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Article B (Tazb)

Abo Genossenschaft tazzahlich Info Veranstaltungen Shop Anzeigen weitere

taz& THEMEN POLITIK OKO GESELLSCHAFT KULTUR SPORT BERLIN NORD WAHRHEIT

Konjunktur der Verschworungstheorien

Die nervise Republik

Tausende demonstrieren gegen die Manahmen zur Corona-Bekdmpfung. Man sollte sich von der
Konjunktur des Irrsinns aber nicht irre machen lassen.

Politik / Deutschland 10.5.2020
KOMMENTAR VON

STEFAN REINECKE

Korrespondent

Parlamentsbiro e d

=

Stefan Reinecke leitet das
Meinungsressort der taz und arbeitet als
Autor im Parlamentsbiiro mit den
Schwerpunkten SPD und Linkspartei.

THEMEN
Schwerpunkt Coronavirus

Protest am Sonntag In Stralsund Foto: dpa

Schwerpunkt Verschwdrungsmythen und

In Stuttgart jubeln ein paar Tausend einem einschldgig bekannten
Verschwbrungstheoretiker zu, der meint, Bill Gates habe Corona
erfunden, um die Welt zu beherrschen. Ein Ex-GrUner hat k(rzlich
eine Partel mitinitilert, die ohne Scheu vor Pathos ,Widerstand

Corona

AD Demonstrationen Proteste
Krankheiten / Hellmethoden

AuBlerparlamentarische Politik

2020" heiBen soll - aber rekordverddchtig schon vor Ihrer Rechte politische Stromungen
Grindung wieder zu zerfallen scheint. Die Republik wird jedenfalls

nervds. Auch die Rdnder des ex-alternativen Milleus, das schon 2592 Zeichen ~ ca. 87 Zeilen
Immer wissenschaftsskeptisch gestimmt war, sind anfallig fOr Ausgabe 12232

schlichte Parolen,

Die machen das Schwierige einfach. Sie reduzieren die Komplexitat

der verwirrenden globalen Moderne auf ein praktisches Freund- IMTAZ-ARCHIV SUCHEN

Felnd-Klischee. !n dem Gewirr von Fachbegriffen der Epidemiologie, 5G Corona Text
Statistiken und Angsten vor dem eigenen wirtschaftlichen Absturz

waéchst die Nelgung, Fake News zu glauben und einem archaischen Autorin

Reflex zu folgen: Jemand muss schuld sein, Da bleten sich

wahlweise Bill Gates, Angela Merkel, die Impflobby, die globalen

Eliten oder die Medien an. Oder 5G-Funkmasten, die In ERWEITERT
GrofBbritannien abgefackelt werden.

EXPERTEN
Die Methode der Verschworungstheoretiker erinnert an Trump. Auch
dort verschwindet der Unterschied zwischen Fakten und Meinungen, s
Dass die AfD versucht, diese diffuse Bewegung fr sich zu LOVGRM ZOR ARCHIVSLION:
rekrutieren, passt Ins Bild. E-Mall

Passwort

Warum jetzt? Es Ist kein Zufall, dass die Paranoiker in dem
Moment, In dem dle Gesellschaft In eine fragile Normalitat m
zurlickkehrt, versuchen die Blhne zu entern. Der Konsens des
Lockdowns |ost sich auf. Gleichzeitig brechen stillgelegte soziale
Kampfe auf, welche Branche zuerst wieder 6ffnen darf, Beides Ist
ndtig. Denn Demokratie heiBt nicht Konsens von oben, sondern y
geregelter Kampf der Interessengruppen. Fir manchen SHOP APOTHEKE
Restaurantbesitzer, der Angst vor dem Bankrott hat und sich
benachteiligt fOhit, scheint die Idee, dass alles Lage ist, anziehend

- Deine
2u sein. -3 Eucerin®
Man sollte sich von der Konjunktur des Irrsinns aber nicht irre Q::;aga
machen lassen. Denn all das Ist auch ein flichtiger Effekt der ‘vj “
Aufmerksamkeltsdkonomie. Selten war es leichter, dle Scheinwerfer S = {

auf sich zu richten. Ein Autor von Kochblchern hat es mit der Idee,
als Samural Im Kampf gegen die Weltverschwdrung zu sterben, zu Jotzt bestellen und sparen @)
elner gewissen Bekanntheit gebracht.

Dlese neue Querfront Ist nicht so einflussreich, wie sie es in Ihren
Fllterblasen suggeriert. Weniger als 10 Prozent lehnen, laut einer
ARD-Umfrage, das Krisenmanagement der Regierung rundheraus
ab. Die Alllanz von Impfgegnern bis zu Rechtsextremen Ist laut und
schrill - stabll schon weniger. Bislang haben wir es eher mit einem
asthetisch strapazidsen als demokratiegefdhrdenden Phanomen zu
tun.
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Article C (Tazc)

Verschworungstheorien und Corona

Mit Alu gegen 5G und Chemtrails

Handystrahlen Gbertragen Covid-19 und Chemtrails beeinflussen das Wetter: Ein Querschnitt der
beliebtesten Verschworungstheorien in der Coronakrise,

G Tochnoryie

5G-Strahlung5G st dio fUnfte Generation der Hanaynetze. Alle

Nutzer!innen von mablien Geraten nutzen diese, o0 3G, 4G, UMTS,

LTE oder bald eben 3G, Seit 2019 wird dieses Mobiinetz weitwest

ausgebaut und soll noch schnellere Internetverindung bringen.

Das Prodlem: Die Frequent steigt, s Braucht mehr Sendemasten, ses
S0mit arhoht sich auch die Strahlungsdichte, Gesundhattiche

SchBden durch ole Strahiung konnten noch icht festgestelit

werden, der Netzausbau ist r Verschworungsideciogen in der

Coronakrise gleichwon! ein gefundenes Fressen

Ihre Behauptung: Das Virus
werde Uber die neuen
Schiebetdren aus Aluminium Funkmasten mi der 5G-
Strahiung Ubertragen, unsere
SR . Gedanken ber e Funkwellen
Kontrolhert. Auflerdem sel nicht
fsom etwa die Kiimakrise schuld am
unenmenden Insekten- und
Vogelsterben, sondern die neve
Strahlung. Alle Aussagen sind

mx

Gedankensteuerung Ist schon
rein technisch UMOQHCh, Auch
auf gen sogenannten Hyglenedemos st man Immer wieder
Personen, dle gegen 5G protestieren und dies in den
Zusammenhang mit der Coronakrise steflen, 50 zum Beisplel bei
Gan Protesten vor der Beriner VOIsSbUNNE vergangenen Samstag

In Deutschiand sollen die Netzbatreiber das 5G-Netz bis 2022 for
98 Prozent der Maushalte erreichbar gemacht haben. Noch st nkcht

untersucht, ob die strahhing
nagative Effekte auf Lebewesen hat, Die Verbreitung eines Virus
oder das Ausrottan von Arten Z8hIt Jedoch definitiv nicht dazy
Grundsatzich Ist es jecoch Immer sinnvoll, Strahlungseinfisse v
minimieren. Deshalb: Statt einen ->AlAUE 2u tragen, einfach Ofter
mal das Handy weglegen

Aluhut

e glizernde Kopfedeckung Ist zum Synonym fur die

Steverung durch Eiiten geworden.
Was Aach Scence Fiction KIIngt, 15t weder techAISch mOgHch, Noch
it o8 irgendeine geheime Eite, die ein soiches Interesse hatte.
Der AUt ISt also vor aliem Unsin, Und dve Strahiungs-Angst ein
getanricher Einstieg fur Verschworungsideciogien atier Art

Chemtrails

Auch vor Chemtrails sol der
AL BNGEBACH SChUTzen.
Schon sert den 1990em gite es
@6 Vorstellung, doss die welSen
Stravten am Himemel, die sich
tinter Flugzeugen bilden,
Spuren von Chemalien seien,
@0 absichtich versprant
warden. Damit werde das
Wetter beelnflusst, die
Lanawirtschaft manpubert und
@ Bevolkerung vergiftet, so die
Bahauptung. Insbesondere bel
rechten
Verschworungsideoiogen Ist diese These beliet, wissenschaftich ist
we eindeutiy widerlegt. Auch bel den Ant)-Corona-Protesten der
vergangenan Wochen tauchte der Mythos immar wieder auf
Pakaten suf. Bexannt gemacht hat sie unter anderem der
ehemalige Moderator Kan Jebsen. Tatsdchiich sind die Spuren im
Himmel ledigiich Kondensstreifen, wie sia bel vielen industrielien
Maschinen vorkommen. Also einfach nur: Wasserdamr.

NwWOo

Wenn von vermeintich bosartigen Eliten die Rede ist, dann Ist de
Vorstellung einer ,Neuen Weitordnung (NWO)* meist nicht weit, Die

mats Annahme ist, dass
heimiich ein autortares, supranationales Regime planen, dem sich
alle auf der Welt unterordnen mussen. Geboren im Kontext des
Karen Krieges, gewinnt le Verschworungsthese in der Coronakrise
neuen Aufschwung: Die Pandemie wid als Plan dieser Eliten
gasenen, die mithife der Krise eine zunehmende MINArDrasen,

e

und eme
Burgerracht forcleren. -»5G Strahlung und +>Chemtrails werden
gewissermaten als die Waffen dieses vermeintichen Pians gesenen

[ 15t vor allem in und
esoterischen Kreisen beliebt und gent Hand in Hand mit der
Behauptung, das Coronavirus sel in Wirkiichkalt nicht existent. In
Deutschiand rufen inzwischen sogar Prominente dazu auf, auf den
sogenannten Mygienedemos gegen die NWO zu protestieren - und
verkindeten seibst den Termin, fur Geren dronende
Machtubernahme: den 15. Mal, Der allerdings inzwischen
verstrichen ist.

QAnon

Minter dem Begriff QAnon steckt die Vorstellung, der Menschheit
stehe ein von US-amerikanischen Eiten geplanter ,Sturm” oder
eine Erweckung” bevor. Zentrale Behauptung Ist, dass
Vertreter:innan aus Politik und WIrtschaft einen geheimen Putsch
planen worden, um die USA in eine DIKtatur 2u verwandein, Zudem
selan sie sowie zahireiche andare Prominente Ted eines
Internatonalen Kinderschander-Rings.

Ihren Ursprung hat diese Behauptung im Oktober 2017 in dem
Internetforum 4chan, das unter anderem als Ort der Vernetzung
rechtsextremer GewaRtater genutzt wird. Ein anonymer Nutzer
veroffentiichte unter dem Titel ,Caim before the storm” (Rube vor
dem Sturm) ein Statement, in dem er behauptet, or sel ein .Q
Gearance patrior” aus dem Umfeld Donakd Trumps, in Anlehnung an
e hochste Freigabestufe fur geheime Informationen des US
Energeministariums und habe Informationen zu einem
)

fand schnes
Viele Anhanger, dle sich den Namen QAnon als Neuschophung aus
dem Buchstaben Q und dem Begriff ,anonymous® gaben

Urspringlich in den USA von Trump-Supportern propaglert, Ist dle
vor allem bel Rechtsextremen beliebte Behauptung nzwischen auch
in Deutschiand angekommen. Der Sanger und
Verschworungsiceologe Xavier Naigoo behauptet In
emotionaksierten Videos, dass Kinder aus verschiedenen Landam
dar Erde in dan Handan padophiler Netzwerke selen, und fuhet dles
auf die vermalntichen Leaks von QANGN ZurGck, Verbreitat wird die
von Grund auf antisemitische Verschworung vor allem O
Internetforen, In denen sich Anhanger radikalisieren, Auch der
Attentater von Hanau fahite sich offenbar von der von QAnon
motiviert, als er im Februar zenn Menschen ermordete.
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Suddeutsche Zeitung
Article A (Sza)

Suiddeutsche Zeitung PANORAMA Montag, 6. April 2020
Bayern, Deutschland, Miinchen Seite 8

Briten kdmpfen gegen
Corona-Falschmeldungen

London - Selbst einer der wichtigsten medi-
zinischen Berater der britischen Regierung,
Stephen Powis, hatte am Wochenende ge-
nug: Diese absurde Geschichte, das 5G-
Netz sei schuld an der Ausbreitung des Coro-
navirus, sei ,absoluter Unsinn, die
schlimmste Art von Fake News. Auch das
Ministerium fiir Digitales und Medien sah
sich gendtigt, massiv zu intervenieren: Es
gebe ,,absolut keinen einen einzigen glaub-
haften Hinweis auf eine ursichliche Verbin-
dung zwischen dem neuen Mobilfunkstan-
dard und Covid-19“ Auch Dutzende Websei-
ten, die Fake News aufspiiren, schrieben da-
gegenan - aber die Verschworungstheorien
im Netz wabern weiter.

Ursache der Aufregung im Konigreich
waren Attacken gegen Ingenieure und Bau-
arbeiter sowie Brandanschldge auf Funk-
masten, die sich laut einem Bericht des Gu-
ardian in den vergangenen Tagen ereignet
haben. Allein im Raum Birmingham habe
die Feuerwehr mehrmals ausriicken miis-
sen, aber auch anderswo auf der Insel mehr-
ten sich Berichte tiber tétliche Angriffe auf
Menschen, die mit dem 5G-Ausbau zu tun
haben. Zahlreiche Telefonfirmen mahnten
offentlich, gerade in Zeiten der Corona-Kri-
se,in der Millionen Menschen auf ein funkti-
onierendes Internet und gute Kommunika-
tionsmoglichkeiten angewiesen seien, sei
es Wahnsinn, solchen Verschwoérungstheo-
rien zu verfallen und Infrastruktur zu zer-
storen.

Hintergrund fiir die Angriffe sind ver-
schiedenste Gertichte dariiber, dass 5G ent-
weder dazu beitrage, das Virus zu verbrei-
ten, indem es etwa Immunzellen schidige,
oder aber dass das Virus als Vertuschungs-
mangver diene, um die gesundheitlichen
Schéden durch 5G-Strahlen zu verschwei-
gen. 5G sei, heifit es unter anderem, am
1.November 2019 in China gestartet wor-
den. ,Sofort fielen Menschen tot um. In
Afrika gebe es keine Corona-Toten, weil es
dort kein 5G-Netz gebe.

Die Verschworungstheorien werden un-
ter anderem {iber Social-Media-Accounts
von Anti-5G-Aktivisten verbreitet, aber
auch Prominente wie US-Star Woody Har-
relson oder der britische B-Promi Jason Gar-
diner haben entsprechende Posts geteilt.
Das Boulevardblatt Sun titelte dazu in ge-
wohnter Unverbliimtheit: ,Idioten fackeln
Funkmasten ab“ Die Weltgesundheitsorga-
nisation formuliert kiirzer — und eleganter:
Bei diesen kruden Theorien handele es sich
nicht um eine Pandemie, sondern um eine

wInfodemie*, CATHRIN KAHLWEIT
DIZdiEitaI: Alle Rechte vorbehalten - Siiddeutsche Zeitung GmbH, Miinchen A107936974
Jegliche Verdffentlichung und nicht-private Nutzung exklusiv iber www.sz-content.de libnetubmuenster
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Article B (SZb)

Suddeutsche Zeitung WIRTSCHAFT Mittwoch, 8. April 2020
Bayern Seite 17, Deutschland Seite 17

Die Seuche
stoppen

Whatsapp will gegen falsche
Corona-Geriichte vorgehen

Berlin - Im Schatten der Corona-Pande-
mie breitet sich im Netz eine Art Seuche
aus, die alles noch schlimmer macht: Mil-
lionen Menschen teilen in sozialen Netz-
werken Gertichte, Falschnachrichten und
Verschworungstheorien. Um diese Info-
demie zu stoppen, verscharft Whatsapp
jetzt seine Regeln.

,2Umdie Verbreitung von Falschinforma-
tionen weiter einzuddmmen, fithrt What-
sapp nun eine neue Weiterleitungsbe-
schrankung fiir Nachrichten ein® teilt das
Unternehmen in einem Blogeintrag mit.
Wer eine Nachricht erhélt, die bereits fiinf-
mal oder ofter weitergeleitet wurde, kann
sie nicht mehr an mehrere Kontakte gleich-
zeitig weiterschicken.

Solche Nachrichten kennzeichnet What-

sapp seit dem vergangenen Jahr mit einem
grauen Doppelpfeil - den man allerdings
nicht mit dem doppelten Haken verwech-
seln darf, der je nach Farbe fiir erfolgreich
iibermittelte (grau) oder gelesene (blau)
Nachrichten steht. Da alle Inhalte bei What-
sapp Ende-zu-Ende verschliisselt sind,
sieht das Unternehmen nicht, woriiber
sich Nutzer unterhalten. Deshalb kann
Whatsapp im Gegensatz zu Facebook kei-
ne Nachrichten priifen oder sperren.
Die Beschrankungen hatte Whatsapp ur-
spriinglich nur in Indien eingefiihrt. Dort
sollen gezielt gestreute Falschnachrichten
Gewalt ausgeldst haben. Mobs brachten
Dutzende Menschen um. Angeblich ausge-
16st von massenhaft weitergeleiteten What-
sapp-Nachrichten. Spater wurde die Wei-
terleitung weltweit auf hochstens fiinf Kon-
takte reduziert. Nach Angaben von What-
sapp sank die Zahl der weitergeleiteten
Nachrichten dadurch um 25 Prozent.

»Falschnachrichten verbreiten sich
schneller als das Virus, und sie sind genau-
so gefahrlich’ sagte WHO-Chef Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus bereits im Februar.
Die Infodemie kann Panik auslésen oder
dazu fithren, dass sich Menschen leichtfer-
tig verhalten. Bei einer Pandemie kann das
Menschenleben kosten, weil sich das Virus
dann womdglich schneller ausbreitet.

Dass der Corona-Quatsch nicht nur im
Netz bleibt, zeigt ein Beispiel aus Grofibri-
tannien: In den vergangenen Tagen zlinde-
ten Menschen mehrere Mobilfunkmasten
an. Sie hatten Videos mit Verschworungs-
theorien gesehen und waren iiberzeugt,
dass der Mobilfunkstandard 5G die Lun-
genkrankheit Covid-19 verbreite. Auch In-
genieure und Bauarbeiter wurden ange-

griffen. SIMON HURTZ
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Falschmeldungen fir Millionen

Wie sich Desinformation zur Corona-Krise verbreitet und was Tech-Konzerne dagegen unternehmen

Niemand kann behaupten, dass Wolfgang
Wodarg und Sucharit Bhakdi keine Ah-
nung von Viren hitten. Wodarg hat Medi-
zin studiert, Bhakdi ist emeritierter Profes-
sor fir Mikrobiologie. Das macht sie fiir
viele zu glaubwiirdigen Instanzen in der
Corona-Krise. Auf Youtube und Facebook
erreichen ihre Videos Millionen Menschen
- und das, obwohl diese mit Wissenschaft
nichts zu tun haben.

‘Wodarg und Bhakdi sind zwei von Dut-
zenden angeblichen Experten, die derzeit
als Corona-Meinungsmacher auftreten.
Sie kritisieren die Mafinahmen der Bun-
desregierung, warnen vor angeblicher Pa-
nikmache und sprechen von Hysterie. Die
Recherche-Organisation Correctiv und
Medien wie das ZDF, die Welt, der Spiegel
und der Bayerische Rundfunk haben die
Behauptungen gepriift. Das Ergebnis:
Was Wodarg und Bhakdi sagen, ist nicht
vollig falsch, jedoch vermischen sie Fak-
ten mit Spekulation und Desinformation.

Mit Erfolg: Ein Millionenpublikum hért
und sieht zu — und das, obwohl soziale
Netzwerke versuchen, Liigen zu Covid-19
einzudaimmen. Wie viele Menschen sich
desinformieren lassen, zeigt eine Analyse,
die Siiddeutscher Zeitung, NDR und WDR
vorliegt. Der Datenanalyst Philip Kreifiel
hat Videos und Artikel erfasst, die von pro-
fessionellen Faktenpriifern als irrefiih-
rend oder falsch gekennzeichnet wurden,
und untersucht, wie sie sich in sozialen
Netzwerken verbreiten. Demnach wurden
allein 18 Videos, die Fehlinformationen
{iber das Coronavirus enthalten, bis zum

Freitag mehr als zwolf Millionen Mal auf
der Videoplattform Youtube angesehen.
Und der Unsinn bleibt nicht im Netz: In
Grofibritannien wurden in den vergange-
nen Tagen mehr als 20 Mobilfunkmasten
beschédigt, nachdem Verschworungstheo-
retiker behauptet hatten, es gebe einen Zu-
sammenhang zwischen dem Mobilfunk-
standard 5 G und Covid-19. Auch weniger
offensichtliche Falschnachrichten sind ge-
fahrlich: Wer die Gefahr des Coronavirus
verharmlost, 16st Verunsicherung aus —
die dazu fiihren kann, dass Menschen et-
wa Abstandsregeln ignorieren. In der aktu-
ellen Situation kann das Leben kosten.

12 Millionen Mal

wurden allein 18 Videos mit falschen
Behauptungen lber das

Coronavirus auf Youtube angeschaut,
ergibt eine Datenanalyse.

Einer der zentralen Verbreitungskané-
le ist Youtube. ,Wir haben klare Richtli-
nien gegen Fehlinformationen im Zusam-
menhang mit Covid-19% sagt ein Youtube-
Sprecher auf Anfrage. ,Wir haben bereits
Tausende von Videos iiberpriift und ent-
fernt, dieirrefithrende oder gefdhrliche In-
halte zum Coronavirus verbreitet haben.
Die Einschétzung, ob ein Video oder Arti-

kel falsche Darstellungen transportiert,
liefern professionelle Faktenpriifer. Bei
Correctiv und der Deutschen Presseagen-
tur gibt es spezialisierte Redaktionen, die

hlieRlich solche Faktenchecks publi-
zieren. Dafiir erhalten sie mitunter Geld
von Facebook: Das Unternehmen unter-
stiitzt weltweit Medienpartner, damit die-
se Beitrage tiberpriifen, die auf der Platt-
form geteilt werden. Facebook blendet
dann Hinweise ein und reduziert die Reich-
weite von irrefithrenden Beitrégen.

Till Eckert ist einer der Redakteure, die
fiir Correctiv Fakten priifen. ,Was auf
Facebook kursiert, entgeht uns nicht®
sagt er. Viele Nachrichten meldeten die
Nutzer zur Uberpriifung. Weitere erkenne
Facebook automatisch und lege sie den
Faktenpriifern vor. Auf Youtube falle dies
schwerer. Die Plattform stellt den Fakten-
priifern keine Liste zu Verfiigung, wie
Facebook das tut. Sie miissen sich selbst
durch den Dschungel der Halbwahrheiten
kémpfen und Videos wie die von Wodarg
oder Bhakdi aufspiiren. ,Derzeit melden
sich vermehrt vermeintliche Experten auf
Youtube, aus vollig fachfremden Berei-
chen, sagt Eckert. Das Problem: Meinun-
gen wiirden mit Fakten, Spekulationen
und verschwérungstheoretischen Elemen-
ten vermischt. ,,Die Beitrige sien Zweifel,
sind aber schwer zu iiberpriifen. Deswe-
gen werden sie von den Plattformen auch
nicht einfach geléscht.

Eine aktuelle Studie des Reuters-Insti-
tuts fiir Journalismusforschung an der
Universitdt Oxford bestétigt diesen Be-

fund. 59 Prozent der untersuchten Falsch-
nachrichten waren nicht frei erfunden. Sie
enthielten durchaus zutreffende Fakten,
die aber in falsche Zusammenhénge ge-
bracht wurden. In vielen Fllen verbreiten
Politiker und Prominente die Desinforma-
tion weiter. In den Beispielen der Reuters-
Studie waren sie nur in jedem fiinften Fall
die Quelle, ihre Postings generierten aber
mehr als zwei Drittel der Interaktionen in
sozialen Medien.

Die Analyse von Philip Kreifiel unter-
streicht diese Scharnierfunktion. Auf
Twitter sind es Personen wie Hans-Georg
Maaflen, die als falsch entlarvte Nachrich-
ten teilen und sie damit einem grofieren
Publikum zugénglich machen. Der ehe-
malige Verfassungsschutz-Chef hat sich
zu einem wichtigen Influencer in rechts-
konservativen Kreisen entwickelt.

Die Algorithmen von Youtube und Face-
book spielen in diesen Zirkeln keine grofe
Rolle mehr, in Messenger-Diensten wie
Telegram werden Links verbreitet, die
anderswo hochgeladen wurden. Loscht
Youtube ein Video, gilt das als Beleg fiir die
Glaubwiirdigkeit. Auch Faktenchecks
helfen nur eingeschrinkt, wie die Aus-
wertung von Kreifiel zeigt: 45 Links mit
Falschmeldungen haben auf Facebook-
fast eine halbe Million Likes und Kommen-
tare 16st. Mit den entspr
Faktenchecks interagierten Nutzer im sel-
ben Zeitraum nur 28 000 Mal. Die Desin-
formation erzeugt also 16-mal mehr Reak-
tionen als die Korrektur.

SIMON HURTZ, HANNES MUNZINGER

DIZdiEital: Alle Rechte vorbehalten - Stiddeutsche Zeitung GmbH, Miinchen
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sei. SchlieRlich unterligen diese den Sicherheitsge-
setzen der Volksrepublik und konnten gezwungen
werden, Daten an das Regime weiterzuleiten. Hua-
wei-Technologie kénne der Kommunistischen Par-
tei damit als Vehikel fiir Spionage und Sabotage
dienen.

Die Diskussion um Huawei ist deshalb so heftig,
weil die 5G-Technologie die nichste Phase der Di-
gitalisierung einleiten und mit Echtzeitverbindun-
gen Zukunftstriumen wie der Telemedizin, selbst-
fahrenden Autos, automatisierten Fabriken und
intelligenten Stromnetzen zum Durchbruch verhel-
fen soll. Wegen der Bedeutung von 5G hat die US-
Regierung eine Kampagne gegen Huawei gestartet.
Verbiindete Lander warnt sie davor, sich von chi-
nesischer Technologie abhingig zu machen.

Die Européer haben bisher keine einheitliche
Strategie fiir den Umgang mit Huawei gefunden.

Schritt auch fiir die 5G-Ara zementiert werden. Als
Abkehr von dem Statement aus dem vergangenen
Jahr will die Telekom ihre neue Initiative nicht ver-
standen wissen. Eine Sprecherin sagte: ,,Es handelt
sich um eine Modernisierung von Bestandstechno-
logie. Und diese besteht wie bekannt hauptsichlich
aus Ericsson und Huawei.“ Es entstiinde kein neu-
es Netz, sondern es wiirden bestehende Netze aus-
gertistet.

Die Aussage der Telekom aus dem Dezember
war in Berlin aber véllig anders aufgefasst worden.
Politiker von CDU und SPD verstanden sie so, dass
zumindest die Telekom keine vollendeten Tatsa-
chen schaffen wiirde, ehe eine politische Entschei-
dung iiber den Einsatz von Huawei getroffen ist. Al-
lerdings lie sich die Telekom in ihrer Darstellung
eine Hintertiir offen. Ein Konzerninsider sagt: ,Wir
haben Rahmenvertrige mit unseren wichtigsten
Zulieferern.“ Daher sei es gar nicht nétig, neue Ver-
trége fiir den 5G-Ausbau zu schlielen. Die Bestel-
lung neuer Technik konne iiber Bestellauftrige, so-
genannte ,,purchase order*, angestoflen werden.

Davon kann die Telekom Gebrauch machen. Der
schnelle Ausbau von 5G in Deutschland geht unter
anderem auf eine technologische Neuerung zu-
riick. Telekom und Vodafone setzen auf das Dyna-
mic Spectrum Sharing (DSS): Die Technologie er-
moglicht es, mehrere Mobilfunkstandards in einem
Frequenzband zu nutzen. Damit kann je nach Be-
darf 5G oder 4G zur Verfiigung gestellt werden. Das
macht den Netzausbau schneller und giinstiger -
besonders weil auch iltere Antennen mittels Soft-
wareupdate fit fiir 5G gemacht werden kénnen.

Die Innovation wird von Huawei und vom
schwedischen Rivalen Ericsson, aber auch von an-
deren Ausriistern angeboten. Kauft die Telekom
neue Technik ein, muss sie sich nicht spezifisch fiir
5G entscheiden, sondern kann eine Losung wih-
len, die 5G und 4G gleichzeitig abdeckt und dafiir
in vielen Fillen iltere Hardware nutzen. Huawei
wollte sich auf Anfrage nicht zu Vertrigen mit Kun-
den duflern.

Klarheit gefordert

Dennoch gehen Netzbetreiber jetzt ein hohes Risi-
ko ein: Sollte sich die Bundesregierung am Ende
doch fiir einen Ausschluss von Huawei entschei-
den, miissten sie Komponenten wieder entfernen.
,Wir sind in einer dramatischen Situation®, warnt
Falko Mohrs, Berichterstatter der SPD-Fraktion fiir
5G. ,,Durch das Taktieren von Altmaier, Seehofer
und Merkel ist viel Zeit verloren gegangen.“ Die
Netzbetreiber brauchten endlich Klarheit. Mohrs
hatte sich am 11. Mdrz im Namen der SPD-Fraktion

Die EU-Kommission empfiehlt aber, ,, Abhéngi

ten von Anbietern auszuschliefRen, die als mit ei-
nem hohen Risiko behaftet gelten“. Diese Formu-
lierung ist auf Huawei gemiinzt.

Huawei mit Technik-Vorsprung

Die britische Regierung hat das Unternehmen als
Hochrisikolieferanten eingestuft. Neben sicher-
heitspolitischen Argumenten bringen Huawei-Geg-
ner auch industriepolitische Punkte vor: Europa
hat - anders als etwa die USA - mit den skandinavi-
schen Unternehmen Ericsson und Nokia zwei eige-
ne 5G-Anbieter, diese Technologiekompetenz miis-
se erhalten bleiben.

Doch bei den europiischen Netzbetreibern er-
freut sich Huawei grofer Beliebtheit. Der Konzern
gilt als technologisch fithrend, und seine Kompo-
nenten sind gilinstig. Wihrend Vodafone nie einen
Hehl daraus gemacht hat, auf Huawei zu setzen, ist
die Sache bei der Telekom komplizierter. Der Bon-
ner Konzern weift um den Streit in Berlin und hatte
im Dezember verkiindet: ,,Angesichts der unklaren
politischen Lage gehen wir aktuell keine Vertriage
zu 5G ein, mit keinem Hersteller.

Trotzdem wird die Telekom beim angehenden
5G-Ausbau mit Huawei zusammenarbeiten, wie das
Handelsblatt aus Konzernkreisen erfuhr. Zum ei-
nen wird Ausriistung von Huawei fiir neue 5G-An-
tennen verbaut. Zum anderen riistet die Telekom
altere Antennen mittels Softwareupdate fiir 5G auf.
Schon heute wird mehr als die Hlfte des Telekom-
Netzes in Deutschland mit Technik von Huawei be-
trieben. Dieser Marktanteil kénnte durch den

bei Kanzler inister Helge Braun iiber die
»sehr schleppende Fortentwicklung“ der 5G-Ge-
setzgebung beschwert. Das Schreiben liegt dem
Handelsblatt vor. Eine Antwort steht noch aus.

Zwei Gesetze sollen die Sicherheit des 5G-Netzes
regeln: das iiberarbeitete Telekommunikationsge-
setz (TKG) und das sogenannte BSI-Gesetz. Eigent-
lich sollte die TKG-Novelle langst vorliegen, nun
soll die Ressortabstimmung im Mai oder Juni begin-
nen, heifit es in der Regierung. Darin sollen vor al-
lem technische Sicherheitskriterien festgeschrie-
ben werden. In der Neufassung des BSI-Gesetzes,
die das Innenministerium erarbeitet, ist eine Ver-
trauenswiirdigkeitspriifung enthalten, ein Zuge-
standnis an die Huawei-Kritiker. Das Kanzleramt
dringt aber darauf, dass die Priifung nach ,,objekti-
vierbaren Kriterien“ erfolgt, also keine Formulie-
rungen enthilt, die dezidiert auf chinesische An-
bieter zielen. Zudem ist ein entscheidender Punkt
weiter unklar: wer {iber die Vertrauenswiirdigkeit
entscheidet. Die SPD will verhindern, dass Seeho-
fer und Altmaier die Entscheidung unter sich aus-
machen - und Huawei durchwinken.

Bleiben die Unionsministerien bei ihrer Haltung,
wird sich Streit in den Bundestag verlagern, der die
Gesetze verabschieden muss. Im Parlament haben
Merkel, Altmaier und Seehofer nicht nur die SPD
gegen sich, sondern auch Rottgen und seine Ver-
biindeten in der CDU. SPD-Auflenpolitiker Chris-
toph Matschie warnt: ,Wenn wir jetzt nicht fiir
technologische Unabhingigkeit und héochste Si-
cherheitsstandard sorgen, geht die Kanzlerin fiir
Deutschland ein hohes Risiko ein.“
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Wir diirfen
uns bei
Zukunfts-
technologien
nicht in
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anderen
begeben.
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BundesauBenminister
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Sendemast:

Unter anderem in
GroBbritannien kam
es bereits zu
Anschlagen auf
Mobilfunkanlagen.
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Verschwérungstheorien

Angriffe auf
5G-Masten

ie Deutsche Telekom und Vodafone wei-
D ten massiv den Ausbau des Echtzeitmo-

bilfunks in Deutschland aus. Schon heute
ist klar, dass die Initiativen eine konkrete Konse-
quenz haben werden: Kiinftig wird es in Deutsch-
land mehr Mobilfunkstandorte geben. Schon in
der Vergangenheit gab es Menschen, die Angst
vor Mobilfunkstrahlung hatten. Getrieben von
Verschworungstheorien kommt es in immer
mehr Lindern in Europa sogar zu gezielten An-
schlidgen auf Mobilfunkinfrastruketur.

In GroRbritannien, den Niederlanden, Irland
und auf Zypern registrierten Behorden gezielte
Angriffe. Dahinter sollen in einigen Fillen Men-
schen stehen, die 5G-Mobilfunk fiir die Corona-
Pandemie verantwortlich machen. Seit Wochen
kursieren in sozialen Netzwerken Texte, Videos
und Audiomitteilungen, die einen Zusammen-
hang zwischen dem Ausbruch des Virus und der
Mobilfunktechnologie herstellen.

Auch in der Bundesrepublik kénnte es zu An-
schldgen kommen, warnte Vodafone-Deutsch-
landchef Hannes Ametsreiter. ,,Diese Aktivititen
kénnen Leben gefihrden®, sagte er. In Grofibri-
tannien sei ein Mobilfunkmast in der Nahe eines
Krankenhauses zerstort worden, Notrufe konn-
ten nicht getitigt werden. Das sei eine besorgnis-
erregende Entwicklung.

Der Prisident der Digitalverbands Bitkom,
Achim Berg, warnte, trotz aller Schutzmafnah-
men kénnten niemals alle zehntausend Mobil-
funkstandorte in Deutschland geschiitzt werden.
Daher plédierte er fiir ein entschiedenes Vorge-
hen der Sicherheitsbehorden: ,Wer solche An-
schldge plant oder vertibt, muss wissen und spii-
ren, dass er damit unsere Sicherheit und letztlich
Menschenleben gefihrdet.

Die Weltgesundheitsorganisation WHO und das
Bundesamt fiir Strahlenschutz betonen derzeit
wieder und wieder, dass es keinen Zusammen-
hang zwischen der Pandemie und dem 5G-Mobil-
funk gibt. Sorgen wegen einer Gesundheitsgefahr
der Technik seien unbegriindet und die Strahlen-
belastung fiir Menschen durch strenge Vorgaben
sehr gering.

Sicherheitsforscher vermuten hinter der rapi-
den Verbreitung der Verschworungstheorien ei-
ne gezielte Kampagne. Marc Owen Jones von der
Hamad bin Khalifa University in Katar hat Mittei-
lungen auf dem Kurznachrichtendienst Twitter
ausgewertet und wihnt dahinter ein Netzwerk
ferngesteuerter Accounts, die von ihrem Vorge-
hen an russische Hackergruppen erinnerten. Das
US-Unternehmen Blackbird.Al vermutet eben-
falls eine gezielte Verbreitung von Falschinforma-
tionen rund um 5G. Die Firma machte jedoch kei-
ne Angaben, wer dahinterstehen konnte.
Stephan Scheuer
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Brennende 5G-Masten:
Verschworungstheorie um Corona
verbreitet sich

n Stephan Schever
Dot 16.04.2020 08:30 U

GroRbritannien, Zypern, Niederlande: In immer mehr Léndern veriiben Menschen
Attacken auf 5G-Masten. Auch in Deutschland wird vor Anschigen gewarnt.

Corona-Gralfii

‘der Corona-Pandernie und dem SGAobifunk her.

Pt FELTERS)

Disseldorf.
‘wurden, nahmen allenfalls Experten davon Notiz. Doch innerhalb werniger Wochen hat sich die Lage
geéindert. In GroRbritannien wuirden bereits mehr als 60 Mobilfunkantennen in Brand gesteckt.
Annliche Attacken registrierten mittlerweile auch Behdrden in den Niederlanden, Zypern oder Irland,
Hintergrund der Angriffe ist eine Verschwérungstheorie, die in Europa seit einigen Wochen immer
mehr Inonl Menschen,

d bau o

Mobilfunkstandards 5G:

Es gibt sehr in wird der
hergestellt, weil der Zeitpunkt der Co dem Ausbau
Manche und die Corona-
pagne, um die Todeszahlen . Andere Theorien behaupten, 5G.
die Virus,
und Bxperten ‘Simon Clarke, Universitét von Reading,

bezeichnete den von 5G-Gegnern behaupteten Zusammenhang, die Technik schwache das

Immunsystem, als ,vélligen Quatsch . Strahlung kénne zwar Zellen erhitzen, sagte er im Interview mit

der BBC. nicht aus, das 2u haben.
2uvor auch fiir
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o
e [ i [ e
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Telekommunikationsbranche

Dennoch steigt auch in Deutschiand die Sorge vor Anschigen. Der Président des Digitalverbandes
Bitkom, Achim Berg, sagte: , Gerade erst haben Autonome mitten in Berlin einen Brandanschlag auf
ein Telekommunikationsnetz verib. Berg sagte, die Betreiber tréfen war immer Vorkehrungen, um
ihre Netze zu schitzen. ,Dennoch st bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Fische ausgebaut sind, nicht
Kénnen.*

Die Netzbetreiber in Deutschland beobachten die Situation. Ein Vbdafone F-Sprecher sagte: ,In

GroBbritannien kam es zuletzt in einigen Féllen zur Beschadigung einzelner Standorte der TK-

Infrastruktur, weil Coronavirus.

konstruieren.” Der Sprecher betonte: s gibt keinerlel wissenschaftliche Hinweise oder Belege fir
5Gist -

Das Unternehmen . Wir fiihren einen
offenen Austausch auch mit Mobilfunk-Kritikern", sagte der Sprecher. . Falle, bei denen die
Infrastruktur durch wrde, sind tan in D

bekannt. Deshalb wiirden derzeit auch keine zusétzlichen SicherheitsmaSinamen erhoben.

Grofe Skepsis gegeniiber dem Netzausbau

D
etwa durch selten vor und dabei handelt es
sich in der Mehrheit um reinen Vandalismus", sagte eine Telefnica-Sprecherin. , Eine Zunahme

sehen wir aktuell nicht, :

Bei der Telekom hiefs es: ,Es gibt durchaus immer wieder einmal Féile von Vandalismus", sagte eine
Telekom-Sprecherin. , Aktuell stellen wir aber bei uns keine Veranderung fest.”

Mobilfunk

Viele Bii 5G-Mobilfunk

Rep risent ative Bef ragung in Deutschiand

In Deutschland wi _ d das Mobilfunknetz ausgeba. Dafir
werden weitere Funkma stenerrich tet. Wie stehen Sie
aurErrichtung  von Funkma  sten fiir den  Aushau des
Mobilfunknet  zes?

Absolut dafir

Eher dafiir

259% Eher dagegen

239% Absolut dagegen

Ilsxele Kiromagretische _ Strahlung ein _Thema,
mitdem Sie sich beschifige  n?

2206

habe ich mi beschiftigt

3
Ja, dami
Nein, da

it habe ich mich be __ruits besch;
mit habe ich mich noch nicht beschiftigt

ihrerele kiromagnetischen  Strahiung

Iwmmaer folgenden Quellen [i__rch ten Sieau _fgrund
(Mehr fachnennungen miglich)?

25

27% Mikiow elle

249% Elektroin stall ation im Haushalt

219 Compu ter-Bildschirm

19% WLAN- Rou ter

159 Handy

129 Sicherheit sschleusen am Flugha  fen
6% Drahtloses Festnetz tele fon

4% Ich fi rchteande re Quellen
189% lch fi rchte keineele ktromagnetische  Strahlung

Ilnwleweu stimmen Sie folgenden  Aussagen tber den
Mobilfun kausbau zu oder nicht zu?
onn in
sollen

[43 % Tch wii rde cinen Bii rgerp rotest starten, w

meiner Nahe Funkma s ten errich o

42% Ichwi rde aus meiner  Wohnung au ~ sziehen, wenn der
Vermie ter eine Fun ~kan teme am Haus anbringen ki sst

33% Ich wire be reit, ein Teil meines Eigentums - Haus oder
Grund stiick - fir den Mobilfun  kausbau zur  Verfigung
2u stellen

22% Ich befiir worte den Mobilfun  kausbau, miich te aber
keinen Funkma  sten in der Nahe meiner  Wohnung
oder meines Grund  Stiicks
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Die Entwicklung fallt in eine Zeit, in der es ohnehin eine grofie Skepsis gegeniiber dem Netzausbau
in Deutschland gibt. Der Digitalverband Bitkom fiihrte eine représentative Befragung durch. Darin
sprach sich fast jeder Zweite (48 Prozent) gegen den Aufbau neuer Mobilfunkmasten aus. Dabei
hatte die Bundesnetzagentur erst vor wenigen Tagen festgestellt, dass Telekom, Vodafone und
Telefdnica im Ausbau ihrer Netze in D hinter den iickhé

und es weiter zu viele Funkldcher gibt.

Seit Jahren beschéftigen sich wissenschaftliche Studien mit der Frage, ob und welchen Einfluss
Mobilfunkstrahlung auf Menschen hat. Die Stiftung Warentest fasste kirzlich viele der verfiigbaren
Untersuchungen zusammen. Bei der Analyse kam die Verbraucherorganisation zu dem Schluss: , Die
Forschungserkenntnisse liefern kaum einen Grund zur Sorge.*

ARD journalistin Mai Thi Nguyen-Kim ging in einer Recherche konkreter einem

méglichen von und nach und kam zu dem

Schluss: , Es gibt bisher noch keine schiiissige Hypothese — noch keine Vorstellung davon — wie
Krebs iiberhaupt auslésen konnte.”

Dennoch gibt es groRe Vorbehalte in der Bevélkerung. In der Umfrage des Bitkom, die dem
Handelsblatt vorab vorliegt, duBerte rund jeder zweite Befragte (45 Prozent) Sorgen aufgrund von

Strahlung von Handy (15 Prozent) oder WLAN-Router (19 Prozent)
spielten hingegen eine deutlich geringere Rolle. 43 Prozent der Befragten gaben sogar an, sie wirden
einen Biirgerprotest starten, sollte in ihrer Nahe ein Funkmast errichtet werden.

Bitkom-Prasident Berg sagt im Interview mit dem Handelsblatt: , Die Diskussion iber mégliche
Gesundheitsschaden st so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland werden seit 35 Jahren
Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben.” Es sei wichtig, Sorgen emst zu nehmen. Eine ille von Studien
sei jedoch zu einem klaren Schiuss gekommen: Unterhalb giiltiger Grenzwerte gebe es keine Belege,
dass Mobilfunk die Gesundheit schadigt.

Lesen Sie hier das komplette Interview:

Herr Berg, was sehen Sie als wichtigsten Grund fiir die groRe Skepsis gegeniiber 5G?
Die Diskussion tiber mégliche Gesundheitsschaden ist so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland
werden seit 35 Jahren Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben. 86 Prozent der Deutschen ab 16 Jahren
nutzen ein Handy oder ein Smartphone. Aktuell sind 143 Millionen SIM-Karten aktiviert, das sind 1,7
pro Einwohner. Trotz Tausender wissenschaftlicher Untersuchungen gibt es weltweit keine Belege fir
eine Gesundheitsgefahr unterhalb der geltenden Grenzwerte. Dennoch kommen die diffusen Angste
mit jeder neuen Mobilfunkgeneration wieder neu auf. Inzwischen hat sich eine regelrechte Industrie
darum gebildet, von Beratern fir besorgte Mieter und Egenheimbesitzer bis hin zu Herstellern von
Materialien, Geréten und Anlagen, die angeblich vor elektromagnetischen Feldern schiitzen. Oft
werden Falschinformationen geschiirt, die sich in sozialen Netzwerken breit verteilen.

Wie beurteilen Sie die Sorgen um i von i -
insbesondere bei 5G?

Die Sorgen nehmen wir ernst. Mir ist klar, dass die Menschen Angst vor Dingen haben, die sie nicht
verstehen und die sie in diesem Fall auch nicht sehen oder anfassen kénnen. Verstarkend kommt
hinzu, dass man von , Strahlung® spricht — ein Begriff, bei dem jeder zunzichst einmal nukleare
Strahlung oder Réntgenstrahlung assoziiert, und da gehen dann die roten Lampen an. So entstehen
diffuse Angste, und sie gehen so weit, dass Menschen Krankheitssymptome in der Nahe neuer
Funkmasten angeben, die noch gar nicht in Betrieb sind. Dem kénnen wir nur mit einem Hochstmaf
an Sachlichkeit und Wissenschaftlichkeit begegnen. Zur Wirkung der elektromagnetischen Felder im
Frequenzbereich des Mobilfunks gibt es eine sehr grofe Anzahl von wissenschaftlichen Studien.

Viele d: basieren auf L oder epidemiologi: Studien. Ihre
Erkenntnisse sind auch fir die derzeit fiir 5G zur Verfiigung stehenden Frequenzen aussagekraftig:
Unterhalb der gilltigen Grenzwerte gibt es demnach keine Belege fir eine gesundheitsschadigende
Wirkung des Mobilfunks — auch wenn das einigen nicht gefllt.

Es gibt Klagen iiber schlechte in D ichzeitig wollen viele Biirger keine
Antennen in ihrer Nahe haben — wie lasst sich dieser Widerspruch auflésen?

Auch dieses Phanomen ist nicht neu. Not in my backyard — das diirfte so alt sein wie die Menschheit.
Etwas absurd wird es dort, wo sich viele Mobilfunk-nitiativen tiber und

Dienste organisieren. Auch hier miissen wir wissenschaftlich argumentieren, um zumindest
diejenigen zu erreichen, die an einer sachlichen Auseinandersetzung Interesse haben. Und

die nicht der sondern der ol folgen, denen miissen wir
als klare Kante zeigen: D braucht und fi&

Mobilfunknetze. Dass dies auch fir die der und
i i wichtig ist, erfahren wir gerade in der

Coronakrise.

. Dialogformate werden dringend benétigt”

In GroRbritannien und anderen Landern gab es Attacken auf Mobilfunkmasten. Fiirchten Sie
ahnliche Aktionen auch in Deutschland?

Das filichte ich nicht nur, das gibt es schon, auch in Deutschland. Gerade erst haben Autonome
mitten in Berlin einen auf ein eriibt. Unsere Studie zeigt,
dass die Vorbehalte gegeniiber dem Mobilfunkausbau in Deutschland grof sind. Wir miissen das
Wissen iiber den Mobilfunk und damit die Akzeptanz von Funkanlagen nachhaltig steigern. Dafiir
sind alle in der Pfiicht: Wirtschaft, wissenschaftliche Institute, Politik und die Verwaltungen vor Ort.
Jeder ist t, < i

Neben Mobilfunkgegnern erwéagen sowohl rechte als auch linke Gruppen in Europa gezielte
Attacken auf kritische Infrastruktur — missten Netzbetreiber Vorsorgen treffen, um mégliche
Attacken zu unterbinden?

Die Netzbetreiber treffen schon heute umfangreiche Vorkehrungen, um die Sicherheit und
\erfligbarkeit der Netze Hierzu zahlen wie auch
Sicherheitsmechanismen. Dennoch ist bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Rache ausgebaut sind, nicht
auszuschlieBen, dass sie erfolgreich angegriffen werden kénnen. In solchen Fallen muss mit
Nachdruck ermittelt werden. Und wer solche Anschige plant oder veriibt, muss wissen und spiiren,
dass er damit unsere Sicherheit und letztlich Menschenleben gefahrdet.

‘Welche Auswirkungen sehen Sie durch die Col Pand auf den il in
Deutschland?

Der Mobilfunkausbau wird durch die derzeit geltenden Reisebeschrankungen beeintrachtigt.
Auslandische Arbeitskréfte im Bauwesen konnen nicht einreisen. Lieferketten sind unterbrochen.
‘Auch kénnen aktuell keine Dialogformate stattfinden, die dringend benétigt werden, um die
Bevblkerung vor Ort zu informieren und so Akzeptanz fiir den Ausbau zu schaffen. Nicht zuletzt sind
viele Verwaltungen seit einigen Wochen nur bedingt handlungsfahig, weil es etwa an IT oder digitalen
Prozessen mangelt. Schon vor Corona hatten wir bundesweit 1.500 tberfallige Verfahren bei der
Suche und Genehmigung von Mobilfunkstandorten. Jetzt, mit Corona, wird die Zahl steigen.

Mehr: Zu viele Funkldcher in D Die ! attestiert den drei

die Ausbauverpflichtungen nicht erfillit zu haben. Sollten sie nicht nachbessern, drohen
Strafzahlungen.
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»Wir haben eine 42-Milliarden-Euro-Chance'
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Vodafone warnt vor Anschlagen auf 5G-
Antennen in Deutschland
Verschworungstheoretiker veriben Attacken auf 5G-Masten.

Nach Angriffen in mehreren EU-Staaten warnt Vodafone vor
Vorfallen in

tophan Schewar
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Attacken suf 56 Moddfunkmasien

In Muddersbald m Nordengiand wire sme 56 Send

1age bel emer Brandenachiag serstin

Dsseldort. Der Netzbetreiber Vodafone @ hat vor
Angiffen auf Mobilfunkmasten in Deutschiand gewarnt

Bereits in mehreren EU-Staaten hat es Brandanschiage gegeben.
Vergleichbares konne auch in Deutschland passieren, sagte Vodafone-
Deutschiandchef Hannes Ametsreiter am Mittwoch.

.Diese Aktivitaten kdnnen Leben gefahrden”, sagte Ametsreiter. In
GroSbritannien sei ein Mobilfunkmast in der Nihe eines Krankenhauses
zerstoet worden, Notrufe konnten nicht gettigt werden. Das sei eine
besorgniserregende Entwicklung,

Hintergrund der Attacken sind Verschwdrungstheorien, die einen
Zusammenhang zwischen dem Ausbau des 5G-Mobiifunks und dem
Ausbruch der Corona-Pandemie hergestelit haben. In GroBbritannien, den
Niederlanden und Zypern waren Masten beschadigt oder zerstdrt worden.

Trotz der Versuche von Wissenschaftier und Politikern, die Bevlkerung zu
beruhigen, steigt die Sorge vor hnlichen Vorghngen in Deutschiand.
Vodafone-Technikchef Gerhard Mack sagte: .Wir dirfen uns nichts
vormachen.” Der Ausbau des 5G-Mobilfunks stehe in Deutschiand noch
am Anfang. In der Bundesrepublik missten noch .viele Tausend neue
Masten® entstehe, um die Bevolkerung mit 5G zu versorgen.
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Gerade die deutsche Industrie hatten auf eine moglichst
flachendeckende Versorgung mit 5G gedrangL Sie erhofft sich davon, die
Basis fir neue Produkte, eine bessere Vernetzung der Produktion und die
Grundlage fir Anwendungen wie autonomes Fahren,

Vodafone und Deutsche Telekom & kiindigten am Mittwoch an, den
Ausbau des 5G in deutiich il Die
Telekom will noch in diesem Jahr die Halfte der deutschen Bevdlkerung
mit 5G versorgen. Das wiirde etwa 40 Millionen Menschen entsprechen.
Wir haben GroSes vor mit 5G und bringen den neusten Mobilfunk
Standard noch dieses Jahr in weite Teile Deutschiands®, sagt Telekom
Deutschland-Chef Dirk Wossner.

Vodafone kilndigte gleichzeitig an, sein 5G-Netz in diesem Jahr fir rund
2ehn Millionen Menschen In Deutschland verfigbar zu machen. Am
Anfang habe sich Vodafone auf die Stadte konzentriert, sagte
Ametsreiter. Jetzt bringen wir 5G in die Flache.”

Vergangenes Jahr waren fir 5G wichtige Frequenzen In Deutschiand
versteigert worden. Fir eine Gesamtsumme von 6,55 Milliarden Euro
sicherten sich neben Telekom und Vodafone auch die Firmen Telefonica
Deutschland sowie der Neueinsteiger Drillisch &, hinter dem der Konzern
United Internet 1@ (Marken 1&1, GMX, Web.de) steht, Frequenzen. Der
Ausbau der wird Jahre dauern.

Mehr: So schtzen Wissenschaftier die Theorien Gber den
Zusammenhang von 5G und Corona ein.
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Der Asteroid und das Virus

Es gibt viele Verschworungstheorien tber Corona.
Die meisten sind alt - und jetzt mutert. Von Friederike Haupt
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Mobilfunk unter Beschuss

In Deutschland lauft der
Ausbau der neuen
5G-Netze an. Jedem
zweiten Bundesbiirger
bereitet das Sorgen.

Von Thiemo Heeg

iir den anstehenden Aufbau der

neuen 5G-Mobilfunknetze sind

das keine gute Nachrichten:

Knapp die Hélfte der Deutschen
hat Angst vor Funkmasten. Und fast jeder
zweite wiirde sogar sofort eine Biirgerin-
itiative griinden, wenn in der Néhe der ei-
genen Wohnung eine Anlage errichtet
wiirde. Das geht aus einer reprasentati-
ven Umfrage unter mehr als 1000 Bundes-
biirgern ab 16 Jahren hervor, die der Digi-
talverband Bitkom in Auftrag gegeben
hat. Gespeist wird dieses Ergebnis von ei-
ner Angst, die den Mobilfunk schon seit
drei Jahrzehnten begleitet: dass elektro-
magnetische Strahlung der menschlichen
Gesundheit schadet.

In jiingster Vergangenheit hat die Dis-
kussion wieder an Fahrt auf- und an Hef-
tigkeit zugenommen. Verschworungstheo-
retiker zogen gar Verbindungen zur Coro-
na-Krise. Internetvideos mit dieser These
zirkulieren seit Januar im Netz und wur-
den viele Millionen Mal angeklickt. Zum
Teil kimpfen die 5G-Gegner dabei nicht
nur mit Worten und Bildern. In mehreren
europiischen Lindern wurden Funkanla-
gen angegriffen, darunter in den Nieder-
landen, in Irland und auf Zypern. Vor al-
lem in Grofibritannien verschérfte sich
die Lage so sehr, dass BT-Vorstandschef
Philip Jansen in der ,Mail on Sunday* ei-
nen erregten Gastkommentar verfasste.
+Ein paar gedankenlose Idioten® griffen
Funkinfrastruktur an und sogar eigene
Mitarbeiter, klagte er darin. 39 eigene
Techniker seien verbal oder korperlich at-
tackiert worden. Sogar Todesdrohungen
gegen sie habe es gegeben. Insgesamt wur-
den bislang knapp 60 mutmafliche An-
griffe auf Mobilfunkmasten im Vereinig-
ten Konigreich gezéhlt, alleine iber die
Osterfeiertage waren es 20.
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Bitte nicht in meiner Nahe: Funkmast in Baden-Wiirttemberg

Von solchen Auswiichsen ist Deutsch-
land bisher weitgehend verschont geblie-
ben. Trotzdem ist die Ablehnung erheb-
lich, wie die Bitkom-Umfrage zeigt — und
das, obwohl 86 Prozent der Deutschen ab
16 Jahren ein Handy oder ein Smart-
phone besitzen und 143 Millionen Sim-
Karten aktiviert sind, also 1,7 je Einwoh-
ner. Was einen weiteren Netzautbau be-
trifft, zeigt sich die Bevolkerung gespal-
ten. 48 Prozent sind fiir die Errichtung
von Funkmasten, 48 Prozent dagegen. 45
Prozent machen sich Sorgen wegen elek-
tromagnetischer Felder. Und zwar nicht
nur im Mobilfunk, sondern auch woan-
ders. Jeder Vierte fiirchtet sich vor einer
Mikrowelle sowie vor Elektroinstallatio-
nen im Haushalt. Lediglich 18 Prozent ha-
ben generell keine Sorgen wegen elektro-
magnetischer Strahlung.

Die Besorgten jedoch wiirden einiges
in Kauf nehmen, sollte in ihrer Nihe ein
Mast aufgebaut werden. 43 Prozent ga-
ben in der Umfrage an, dann einen Biir-
gerprotest zu starten, 42 Prozent wiirden
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aus ihrer Wohnung ausziehen, wenn ein
Vermieter eine Funkantenne am Haus an-
bringen lieffe. 22 Prozent befiirworten
zwar den Mobilfunkausbau, wollen aber
keine Sendestationen in Wohnungs- oder
Grundstiicksnihe. Auf der anderen Seite
wiren 33 Prozent bereit, Haus oder
Grundstiick fiir den Ausbau zur Verfi-
gung zu stellen.

Bitkom-Prasident Achim Berg kann die
Verweigerer nicht verstehen. ,Die Men-
schen wollen die besten, schnellsten und
sichersten Netze. Aber wenn es darum
geht, Funkmasten aufzustellen, machen
viele die Luken dicht”, kommentierte er
die Umfrageergebnisse. Die Diskussion
iiber vermeintliche Gesundheitsschdden
sei so alt wie die ersten Handys, und die
Angste vor Gesundheitsschiaden kdmen
mit jeder neuen Mobilfunkgeneration wie-
der auf. Dabei hitten auf der ganzen Welt
Tausende wissenschaftliche Studien ge-
zeigt, dass unterhalb der giiltigen Grenz-
werte keinerlei Gesundheitsgefahr beste-
he. (Kommentar Seite 22.)
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