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Abstract 

Newspapers are still seen as the most reliable information sources, so that many people, especially 

in times of uncertainty like the Covid-19 pandemic, resort to them. Informing about misinformation, 

such as conspiracy theories about Covid-19, is a crucial task of traditional media. Since newspapers can 

entail media bias, it is necessary to investigate to what extent newspapers report objectively and 

according to facts, and whether they have an influence on the readers.  

Therefore, the aim of this paper is to answer how newspapers deal with the reporting of conspiracy 

theories and if there are possible differences and influences. Thus, the following research question is 

posed: “In what ways do traditional media report conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-

19 pandemic?”   

To answer this question, a representative sample of articles from five different German daily 

(online) newspapers and their articles directed to the topic of the 5G-conspiracy theory are examined. 

To examine any ideological and/ or linguistic differences, the articles are chosen based on their 

newspapers’ ideological direction. Hence, newspapers reaching from the ideologically left side to the 

ideologically right side of the spectrum are included. Regarding theoretical expectations set by previous 

literature, data is analyzed inductively via a content analysis (CA) following the approach by Mayring. 

Accordingly, an investigation of the fifteen chosen articles is given in terms of certain keywords and 

examined with the help of Atlas.ti. 

The results of the analysis show that there is a difference in reporting on conspiracy theories and its 

believers among newspapers. Especially far left and far right media show strong media bias and thus 

have a certain influence on the readers. Furthermore, all newspapers, from far left to far right, report in 

a negative tone of voice on the conspiracy believers, so that the readers are negatively influenced 

regarding this group. Moreover, most newspapers, except for right media, stereotype them as far-right. 

Overall, it is obvious that all newspapers have a certain focus in their reporting, which is determined by 

the political orientation of the newspaper.  However, since this correlation is not very distinct, more 

research should be done to be able to draw further conclusions and generalize the results.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keywords: conspiracy theory, newspapers, content analysis, media bias, traditional media, Covid-19 

pandemic 



 

  

Table of Contents  

1 Introduction  ........................................................................................................................................................ 1 

1.1 Background ................................................................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Question ......................................................................................................................................... 3 

2 Literature Review ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

2.1 Conspiracy Theories and Conspiracy Believers ........................................................................................... 3 

2.2 How Traditional Media report about Conspiracy Theories and their Believers ........................................ 4 

2.3 (Political) Media Bias in Newspapers........................................................................................................... 6 

3 Methodology ......................................................................................................................................................... 7 

3.1 Research Design ............................................................................................................................................ 8 

3.2 Case Selection and Sampling ........................................................................................................................ 8 

3.3 Method of Data Collection ............................................................................................................................ 9 

3.4 Method of Data Analysis ............................................................................................................................. 11 

3.5 Limitations  .................................................................................................................................................. 12 

3.6 Concluding Remarks ................................................................................................................................... 12 

4 Analysis ............................................................................................................................................................... 12 

4.1 Headlines ..................................................................................................................................................... 13 

4.2 Reporting about the 5G-Conspiracy Theory .............................................................................................. 14 

4.3 Conspiracy Believers ................................................................................................................................... 16 

4.4 Information Sources.................................................................................................................................... 18 

4.5 Concluding Remarks ................................................................................................................................... 19 

5 Discussion ........................................................................................................................................................... 20 

5.1 Answer to the Research Question ............................................................................................................... 20 

5.2 Limitations to the Research  ....................................................................................................................... 22 

5.3 Implications for Further Research ............................................................................................................. 23 

6 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................................................... 24 

7 Reference List .................................................................................................................................................... 26 

8 Appendix............................................................................................................................................................. 30 

Appendix A: Full Coding Scheme ..................................................................................................................... 35 

Appendix B: Articles collected .......................................................................................................................... 36 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

1 

1 Introduction  

1.1 Background 

“We’re not just fighting an epidemic; we’re fighting an infodemic.” (WHO, 2020) 

In September 2020 the WHO warned about fake news and conspiracy theories spreading faster than the 

virus itself. During the emergence of the coronavirus, conspiracy theories have heavily evolved around 

this emotionally loaded topic. While there was a great knowledge gap about the virus and about how it 

spreads, people started questioning everything concerning this matter. Many did no longer trust 

scientific facts and started to mistrust people in power (De Coninck, 2021). Additionally, people were 

suspicious of political, economic, as well as medical decisions and regulations. Due to social media, 

conspiracy theories about Covid-19 developed easily and travelled fast. Therefore, it was a great 

challenge to educate people fast enough about conspiracy theories and debunk them. That being the 

case, traditional media, such as newspapers, television, or radio,  had the task to inform the citizens 

about all the facts concerning the pandemic and the virus, and state right and truthful information (De 

Coninck, 2021).  

As a central instance in the communication of information, the media play a crucial role. 

Traditional media, and especially newspapers, other than social media, are generally more widely used 

and seen as a credible source of information (OECD, 2020).  Especially in the field of medicine, which 

is inaccessible and incomprehensible to many, information about studies and research results on the 

novel virus were of highest interest. Thus, during the pandemic there were two emerging discourses: 

health as well as political discourses (Dezhkameh et al., 2021). That being the case, the media had to 

handle the conflicting interests between those two discourses and therefore played an important role in 

tackling the pandemic as citizens were particularly dependent on information.  

This also applies in terms of the 5G-conspiracy theory. The latter emerged during the beginnings 

of the pandemic. People who support this conspiracy theory believe that there is a connection between 

the emission of the newly introduced 5G telecommunication technology and the spread of the 

coronavirus. According to them, the 5G technology should have caused the Covid-19 pandemic or even 

worsened it (Bruns et al., 2021). The adverse consequences of false claims in terms of this conspiracy 

theory were then seen offline, in cases of far-reaching conflicts which ended in setting several 

telecommunication towers in the UK and the Netherlands, as well as in other nations, on fire (Osborne, 

2020). As this conspiracy theory had a great impact, and was covered on news a lot, it displays a fitting 

issue to be investigated in this study. 

The aim of this paper is to better understand how information about conspiracy theories of the 

Covid-19 pandemic is delivered and communicated by the media, in this case newspapers. The latter 

should ideally provide citizens with reliable information by reporting objectively and truthfully, 

according to professional journalistic standards (Schultz, 2018). However, many studies found that 

newspapers do not always report objectively and that there are certain differences in the way of reporting 
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between different newspapers (Abbas, 2020; Bruns et al., 2021). Several researchers found that business 

as well as political considerations shape the decision of newspapers on what to report and how to report 

on a topic (Shultziner & Stukalin, 2021). This demonstrates that there are differences in reporting, and 

media might as well shape the beliefs and views of its readership. Especially concerning the ideological 

left/right spectrum, newspaper outlets are located along the spectrum with their ideological viewpoints 

and their focus on several topics. Particularly regarding tabloid newspapers, there may be differences 

between the newspapers in terms of quality.  Thus, journalists might influence the beliefs and the social 

reality of their readers by using a certain language as well as underlying ideologies (Bruns et al., 2021).   

Due to the novelty of the Covid-19 pandemic, there still is an existing knowledge gap, which 

entails little information about how traditional media report on conspiracy theories. To see how 

traditional media dealt with the rising number of conspiracy theories, there is a lot of knowledge to gain 

and investigation to do. Moreover, this paper focuses on German newspapers which vastly differs from 

most research that focuses primarily on American newspapers (Abbas, 2021; Uscinski et al., 2016). 

Hence, the paper at hand will contribute to extend knowledge about traditional media in less polarized 

countries that are dealing with conspiracy theories.  

Furthermore, because social media has already been extensively investigated (Ahmed et al., 

2020; Enders et al., 2021; Papakyriakopoulos et al., 2020; Theocharis et al., 2021), the study at hand 

rather focuses on traditional media. As the public very much relies on traditional media being a trustful 

source, it should be analyzed if this is also convenient to say concerning conspiracy theories. Thus, this 

paper offers new perspectives on how mass opinion might be shaped and influenced by traditional 

media.  

More generally, the topic of the emergence of conspiracy theories during the Covid-19 

pandemic is highly societally relevant, as people might still be unsure about what information is true 

and what might include misinformation. Hence, there must be a medium that is trustworthy and reports 

objectively about the topic without any terms of influence or ideological background. That having in 

mind, the paper at hand also contributes to the society, as it illustrates that readers should be aware of 

the need to read newspaper articles critical and objectively. The public should know that they might be 

influenced by certain ways of reporting and should therefore always question the reliability of their 

information sources. Adding to that, newspapers should also bear in mind that their way of reporting 

might influence their readers and that by certain means, media could heavily influence the readers and 

help conspiracists to further develop and implement their ideology.  

By employing a qualitative content analysis, it is investigated how the way of reporting about it 

might be received and interpreted by the public as well as how it might influence the reader’s beliefs. 

This will be done by analyzing articles about the 5G-conspiracy theory in five different German (online) 

daily newspapers.  
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1.2 Research Question 

Looking at the consequences of the 5G-conspiracy theory, the latter can have fatal consequences 

if they are believed by people. They can influence decision-making and thinking and therefore, in the 

worst case, harm people and threaten democracies (Shultziner & Stukalin, 2021).  To debunk those 

theories, traditional media need to report conspiracy theories in a certain way, objectively and without 

any underlying ideologies that may influence the readers. To investigate the phenomenon and its 

consequential effects, the main research question is: “In what ways do traditional media report about 

conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic?”. 

 Regarding the explorative research question, three sub-questions have been developed. These 

provide a contextual framework to clearly specify the guiding question, the analysis, as well as the 

research. Moreover, they will give an in-depth understanding of the issue that should be addressed. To 

investigate the role of conspiracy theories regarding traditional media, as well as the way of reporting 

on conspiracy theories, the following sub-question is proposed: In how much depth and by what means 

do traditional media report conspiracy theories? When reporting on a certain topic, the use of language 

is crucial. To examine the influence of language on the reader as well as on the reporting itself, the 

second sub-question is: How do traditional media report about conspiracy theories and their believer 

by linguistic means? Moreover, the reporting of a story is affected by the agenda, ideology and 

viewpoint of the newspaper. “Hence, newspapers are a viable source for analyzing underlying ideologies 

and biases of particular social groups reflected in written form.” (Dezhkameh et al., 2021:3) Therefore, 

the research will also compare different newspapers from the ideologically left to the ideologically right 

spectrum and thus the third sub-question is formulated: Does the depth, as well as the way of reporting 

differ among different kinds of (ideologically driven) newspapers?  

Thus, these sub-questions offer an outlook on possible necessary changes in the coverage of 

conspiracy theories, especially in terms of newspapers and journalism. Based on the outcome of these 

sub-questions, the main research question can then be answered.  

2 Literature Review 

To understand the underlying concepts of the research at hand, this section examines a literature 

review. The latter will be divided into three parts. The first part will study the complex concepts of 

conspiracy and conspiracy theories, while the second part will be dealing with the role of traditional 

media and their reporting about conspiracy theories as well as their believers. The third part will examine 

a review of studies that deal with the way of reporting conspiracy theories in traditional media.   

 

2.1 Conspiracy Theories and Conspiracy Believers  

 (Uscinski et al., 2016:58) distinguish between the term “conspiracy” and “conspiracy theory”. 

According to the author, the former is “a secret arrangement between a small group of actors to usurp 

political or economic power, violate established rights, hide vital secrets, or illicitly cause widespread 

harm” while the latter is “a proposed explanation of events that cites as a main causal factor a small 
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group of persons (the conspirators) acting in secret for their own benefit, against the common good”. 

For this article, the main focus will lie on conspiracy theories, as this is what is to be investigated.  

In the past decades, many researchers have already dealt with the topic of conspiracy theories 

and investigated their origination, as well as how and why they develop. There has been much discussion 

about what a conspiracy theory is and despite other definitions, Douglas et al. (2019:4) define it as 

“attempts to explain the ultimate causes of significant social and political events and circumstances with 

claims of secret plots by two or more powerful actors”. In a matter of what counts as a conspiracy theory, 

it can be referred to Barkun (cited after Oliver & Wood, 2014:953) who examined three common 

characteristics. The first one states that conspiracy theories “locate the source of unusual social and 

political phenomena in unseen, and malevolent forces”. Thus, secondly, conspiracy theories “typically 

interpret political events in terms of a Manichean struggle between good and evil”. Therefore, 

conspiracists often have a very dualistic worldview, that divides the world into “us” and “them” (Oliver 

& Wood, 2014). The last characteristic claims that “most conspiracy theories suggest that mainstream 

accounts of political events are a ruse on an attempt to distract the public from the hidden source of 

power”. Against other assumptions, according to Douglas et al. (2019) such theories can accuse any 

group and not only the government. People who believe in conspiracy theories are more likely to 

question scientific facts, as well as “all knowledge-producing institutions” (Sunstein & Vermeule, 

2008:7). This includes mistrust against political and economic elites, as well as media. In that sense, 

Fenster (cited after Stecula & Pickup, 2021:1) refers to conspirational thinking as a “non-necessary 

subset of populism” that evolve into a struggle between the citizens and politics. According to him, they 

misrepresent political realities, but by doing so they can also harm the representative democracy if in 

crisis. 

Conspiracy theories always need people who believe in them and spread them. Otherwise, they 

could not survive. Such people are also called “conspiracy believers”. They are more likely to spread 

the conspiracy theory they believe in and do so mostly through independent sources, mainly from their 

extremist ingroup sources, as they do not trust mainstream media (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Douglas 

et al. (2017:1) state “that people may be drawn to conspiracy theories when […] they promise to satisfy 

important psychological motives that can be characterized as epistemic (e.g., the desire for 

understanding, accuracy, and subjective certainty), existential (e.g., the desire for control and security), 

and social (e.g., the desire to maintain a positive image of the self or group).” During the Covid-19 

pandemic, above all, epistemic as well as existential motives were in focus and played an important role 

for conspiracy believers.  

 

2.2 How Traditional Media report about Conspiracy Theories and their Believers  

The European Commission (Farinelli, 2021:10) makes clear that “conspiracy theories provide 

fuel to recruitment methods, creating a sense of immediate danger that requires immediate action.” 

Hence, it is of great importance to act against all disinformation citizens are exposed to, by informing 
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the latter about truthful facts. This is mostly done by the media, as “[o]ne of the main functions of the 

news media is to provide the information necessary to be free and self-regulating, and the consumption 

of news media is therefore considered essential for the practice of citizen democracy.“ (Ismiyati et al., 

2021:198)  

The urgency to enable citizens with facts and the right information, also applies to the Covid-

19 pandemic. During this time, people tried to inform themselves as best as they could and gained 

knowledge about the virus and the whole situation as it affected them enormously. In times of 

uncertainty, it is important to have reliable sources of information and allow guidance, which is why 

traditional media played a crucial role during the pandemic. This type of media can be defined as “[a]ny 

form of mass communication available before the advent of digital media. This includes television, 

radio, newspapers, books, and magazines.” (IGI Global, n.d.) It is still seen as the most reliable source 

where people inform themselves about certain topics and gain their knowledge (Douglas et al., 2019; 

Uscinski, 2018). Thus, the latter is crucial for a democratic society, as the quality of information the 

citizens consume, matters: “Informed opinions matter, while misinformed or manipulated propaganda 

will not lead to well-informed or rational citizens as well as public policy outcomes.” (Mayhew, 2021) 

Hence, newspapers should ideally inform the truth without any intervention and subjectivity from any 

party, as they are a representation of what happens in society. Therefore, it is important to debunk 

conspiracy theories and inform people about the ones that are existing. Sunstein & Vermeule (2008:23) 

state: “Social cascades are sometimes quite fragile, precisely because they are based on small slivers of 

information. Once corrective information is introduced, large numbers of people can be shifted to 

different views.”    

Moreover, media shapes the public in terms of its political as well as social reality (Abbas, 

2020). It determines what becomes visible to the readers, what they read and what they will not read. 

Hence, they filter information and decide which information will go out to the receivers. Newspapers 

can also expose people to different views and therefore show them other angles and viewpoints, they 

might have not been able to see without them.  

However, journalists also tend to frame, when reporting on certain topics. According to Entman 

(2007:164), framing can be defined “as the process of culling a few elements of perceived reality and 

assembling a narrative that highlights connections among them to promote a particular interpretation.” 

As said by him, journalists should be aware that they might influence readers through their choice of 

content, and especially through their choice of words. It is apparent that social reality can be portrayed 

differently by using different kind of languages and presenting the topic differently (Chigona et al., 

2021). This does not only influence what the readers are reading, but also affects the thoughts of the 

readers as well as “their perceptions on innovations and ideologies, and their adoption and success” 

(Chigona et al., 2021). 

Hence, media has the power of “telling people what to think about” (Entman, 2007:164). For 

instance, when reporting about conspiracy believers, journalists should pay attention to not put them in 
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a certain way.  Abbas (2021) states that the media report mostly negative about them and make fun of 

them. Hence, readers might not take conspiracy believers seriously and pigeonhole them because of the 

negative reporting. However, this fact also illustrates that assigning such characteristics can have severe 

consequences. If the media assigns the right-wingers as conspiracy believers, the public will also adopt 

this view and thus the right-wingers will be (partly probably wrongly) condemned and pigeonholed. The 

conspiracy believers are also pigeonholed, although Douglas et al. (2019) have found out that not only 

political preference is a reason to believe in conspiracy theories. Hence, media can also do the framing 

and thus strongly influence the readers in their point of view and in their world view.  

Due to the already conducted studies on this topic (Douglas et al., 2017; Uscinski, 2018), it is 

assumed that media in general speaks quite negatively about conspiracy believers, and therefore entails 

some influences on the readers in terms of their beliefs as well as their attitude towards the conspiracy 

believers. Moreover, it needs to be investigated by what means and in how much depth the conspiracy 

theories are reported, as well as if they are reported at all. In this context, the next section will discuss 

literature, that examined if there might as well be certain bias in reporting on conspiracy theories among 

different media outlets.   

 

2.3 (Political) Media Bias in Newspapers 

In principle, media bias “can come from the demand side, and reflect the news providers’ profit-

maximizing choice to cater to the preference of the consumers.” (Mullainathan & Shleifer, 2005:1031) 

However, people also differ in the way they consume mass media. Consumers prefer to choose 

newspapers which they think are closer to their left-right ideological position (Mullainathan & Shleifer, 

2005). Hence, readers also choose what kind of news they want to read and often do not choose any 

media or newspaper that does not fit their own beliefs. This means that people live in their bubbles and 

consume only their preferred information. As a result, they are not exposed to information that is not 

relevant to them personally (Douglas et al. 2019).  Yet, on the other hand, “media bias can come from 

the supply side, and reflect the preferences of journalists […] editors, or owners.” (Mullainathan & 

Shleifer, 2005:1031) Tsfati et al. (2020) imply that journalists might not only choose to report 

misinformation because of its newsworthiness but also because it might fit their ideological tendencies 

in terms of the content it entails.  

In both cases, either in terms of the demand- or supply-side, business, as well as political 

considerations shape the decision of newspapers on what to report and how to report about this 

(Mullainathan & Shleifer, 2005). Due to this, the German media landscape is broadly distributed across 

the political spectrum. Thus, the journalistic spectrum ranges from distinctly left-wing to distinctly right-

wing. In a study, Donsbach et al. (1996) found that journalists often select information specifically to 

represent certain interest groups. They prove that "right-wing media favor conservative and established 

interest groups, while left-wing media give voice to the views of progressive groups and the little 
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people." Thus, it becomes clear that "a media's political bias influence[s] the consideration of social 

interest groups."  (Donsbach et al., 1996) 

A similar result can be expected for reporting on conspiracy theories. Previous work shows that 

conspiracy theories are popular through all kinds of extremism (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Hence, 

extreme left or right people are most likely to believe in conspiracy theories and are also more likely to 

spread them. According to the researchers that is “due to a highly structured thinking style that is aimed 

at making sense of societal events.” (van Prooijen et al., 2015:570) Some researchers noted that this 

phenomenon is strongest in the right-wing (Sunstein & Vermeule, 2008, van Prooijen et al., 2015), while 

others did not find this link (Oliver & Wood, 2014).   

Douglas et al. (2019:11) state that “although both extreme left-wing and right-wing ideologies 

foster conspiracy convictions, right-wingers are more predisposed to believe in conspiracy theories 

because they are also more likely to exhibit the personality predispositions that foster conspiracy 

thinking, such as the need to manage uncertainty.” Based on this finding and further research in this 

regard, Uscinski & Parent (2014) conclude that conspiracy believers in (American) media are mostly 

assigned a right-wing political preference.   

Based on these findings and the political bias in media, it can be assumed that especially right-

wing media, as they consider the interests of their right-wing readership, also favorably report about 

conspiracy theories. Nevertheless, it can be assumed that they report less about conspiracy theories in 

general, but if they report on them, they do so favorably.  

Left-wing media on the other hand, are expected to report more on conspiracy theories because 

they want to point out the problem of conspiracy theories, as they have an incentive that conspiracy 

theories are wrong. Moderate media are expected to report quite neutrally on conspiracy theories and 

their believers. Hence, it is assumed that newspapers on the ideological right side of the political 

spectrum influence their readers more and report in more depth about conspiracy theories while left as 

is therefore expected to be more likely to debunk conspiracy theories. Moderate paper, which can be 

linked to the political center, try to report as balanced as possible (Donsbach et al., 1996) and are 

therefore expected to make less extreme statements than media of the right or left corner do, but still 

refute the conspiracy theories. 

Overall, the question arises whether the representation of conspiracy believers as well as the 

reporting about the conspiracy theories changes depending on which newspaper, based on different 

ideologies and along the political left/right spectrum, reports about the topic. At this point, there are no 

explicit studies on this issue, so this thesis now attempts to answer that.  

  

3 Methodology 

To investigate the reporting about conspiracy theories during the Covid-19 pandemic in terms 

of differences in reporting as well as underlying ideologies, articles about the 5G-conspiracy theory in 

newspapers are investigated. The chapter below is divided into three parts. The first part outlines the 
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concept of content analysis. In the second part information about the case that is investigated as well as 

a background of the newspapers will be provided. The last part examines the operationalization of the 

paper which includes the method of data collection and the data of analysis, including the coding 

scheme.  

 

3.1 Research Design 

This thesis focuses on the 5G-conspiracy theory in traditional media in terms of reporting. It can 

be qualified as an inductive qualitative study because the aim of the study is to “develop generalized 

propositions, hypotheses and theory” (Fox, 2008:430) about the reporting of the newspaper articles that 

are investigated.  

To find existing patterns of underlying ideologies or other influences, like language use, of 

traditional media on their readers, newspapers seem to be the most informative way of conducting 

research according to the scope of this paper. The corona crisis evolved many conspiracy theories and 

in all is a rather emotionally loaded topic, which provides a broad basis to conduct an analysis. Thus, a 

close reading of the articles and their content in terms of textual analysis is most convenient.   

According to (Lockyer, 2008), “textual analysis is a method of data analysis that closely 

examines the content and meaning of texts or their structure and discourse”. Moreover, textual analysis 

allows to interpret the nature of inquiry and situates “the study within the political, social, and cultural 

context of the researchers, the participants, and the readers of a study” (Creswell, 2007:37). Data used 

for this kind of analysis is textual data, in form of policy or media documents, speeches, interviews, 

printed papers or even videos. 

According to Mayring (2014:50) the aim of qualitative content analysis “is usually to analyze 

the text for its own sake, with the socio-cultural background as the context”. Hence, data is described as 

an abstract interpretation. With this approach, language use, but also the hidden influences behind the 

text can be discovered (Julien, 2008). The results of such an analysis can help raise awareness about the 

portrayal of conspiracy theories in the media and thus could improve the public's understanding of the 

risks and background of conspiracy beliefs.  

By executing the analysis, important paragraphs, as well as sentences and words, are 

investigated in detail, to gain an overall picture of the content. This will be done by analyzing the 

selected articles inductively according to a coding scheme. By doing so, reoccurring patterns and motifs 

will be scrutinized. Hence, also differences between the newspapers will become clear. Overall, to find 

out how and in which way newspapers differ in reporting conspiracy theories, a qualitative content 

analysis is best suitable to answer the research question for the study at hand. 

 

3.2 Case Selection and Sampling 

This paper investigates the reporting on the 5G-conspiracy which emerged at the beginning of 

the pandemic in January 2020. It claims that “the emissions of new 5G telecommunications technology 



 

 

 

9  

either severely worsened or even caused the coronavirus pandemic.” (Bruns et al., 2021:2) This 

conspiracy theory was “promoted by a range of anti-5G activists with ties to broader anti-technology, 

anti-vaccine, alternative health, religious fundamentalist, anti-Semitic, and far-right communities” 

(Bruns et al., 2021:2). By circulating in a much broader way, this ended in several attacks on mobile 

telecommunications towers in the UK, the Netherlands, as well as in other nations. Moreover, there have 

been several attacks against telecommunication technicians who were supposed to execute the 

installations of the towers (Osborne, 2020). Herby, it becomes visible, that conspiracy theories can also 

actually harm people and are not only theories, that people believe in without it having consequences. 

In that case, it is extremely important to debunk those conspiracy theories and enlighten the public about 

the conspiracy theory and claim that this is not the truth.  

Therefore, articles from five different daily newspapers (tageszeitung, Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Handelsblatt, BILD), which reported on the 5G-conspiracy theory, were 

chosen. Since there is a great difference between the readerships of different newspapers and their 

“demographic profile, political orientations and their perception of certain socially charged issues, such 

as immigration” (Godwin et al., 2018:851), the choice has been made to include mainstream 

newspapers, but also newspapers that are ideologically located on the left and right side of the spectrum. 

This is appropriate, as it enables a full overview of all different types of newspapers and provides a basis 

for a deeper understanding of how people might be influenced by journalists.  

As there is a broad collection of articles about the 5G-theory, a limited time frame, namely the 

time frame of 1st January to 31st July 2020, is chosen. This time frame is best suited to analyze the 

newspaper articles, as it covers the time when the Coronavirus emerged in China, started to spread over 

Europe and led to the pandemic. Simultaneously, this was the time when the 5G-theory emerged and, 

among other protests, led to the arson attacks on mobile phone towers in the United Kingdom (Shaheen 

et al., 2021). Hence, newspaper articles that were reported during this time, are sufficient to show how 

the 5G-conspiracy theory was reported and if there are any underlying ideologies as well as differences 

between the newspapers.  

 

3.3 Method of Data Collection 

For this research, newspapers were chosen as the traditional medium that is going to be 

investigated. Newspapers are still seen as a great source of information (Mu et al., 2021), so this is the 

best way to analyze how conspiracy theories are reported and in how much depth they explain them to 

the readers. 

Since there is a broad collection of newspapers that reported on the 5G-conspiracy theory, the 

study is limited to five daily (online) newspapers, that are most common in Germany. The latter is 

chosen, as there is still little evidence about the reporting of conspiracy theories in traditional media in 

this country, whereas for instance in the US, this topic is already extensively investigated. To understand 

the choice of (online) newspapers, a short digression towards the background of the analyzed newspaper 
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outlets must be deployed. Germany has a broad supply of nationwide daily newspapers which have 

different political orientations, reaching from left to right/ conservative. To investigate newspapers 

across the whole ideological spectrum, five newspapers were chosen, which differ mainly in terms of 

their political ideologies. Newspapers chosen in this research are namely: Süddeutsche Zeitung, Taz, 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Handelsblatt and BILD. The first three are chosen because they are 

nationwide newspapers and are considered high-quality newspapers. The Süddeutsche Zeitung, for 

instance, is known for its moderate left-wing liberal journalism. In terms of economy, it has a business-

friendly course (Hachmeister, 2012). Its quality attracts an educated and sophisticated readership. The 

tageszeitung (Taz) emphasizes a more pronounced left-wing journalism and system-critical leadership 

(Groll, 2012) while the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ) entails more conservative-liberal 

journalism (Burkhardt, 2012). Moreover, the Handelsblatt, which contains an economic focus  

(eurotopics, n.d.) was chosen to also investigate newspapers that focus more on the economy than on 

political ideology. Hence, it might also mirror the economic views of their readership. The last 

newspaper that was included is the BILD. This newspaper is a tabloid newspaper that is known for its 

extreme, rather right, populist exaggerations, as well as a rather conservative journalism (Schröder, 

2019). Adding to that, it is a rather sensation-seeking and populistic newspaper, which might be more 

likely to not directly debunk conspiracy theories.  

Thus, five German newspapers with different political orientations were deliberately chosen and 

were then analyzed in terms of their reporting of the conspiracy theory. The articles investigated were 

collected in these newspapers and selected according to certain criteria. First of all, these were collected 

by searching either “5G AND Verschwör*“ or “5G AND Corona”  or “5G AND Covid” in the 

newspapers’ archive. Those articles that referred to 5G or Corona, but in a context unrelated to the 5G-

conspiracy theory, were excluded. Thus, articles that were not included in the limited time frame, were 

also not selected. To fit the scope of the study, one will primarily concentrate on three articles about the 

conspiracy for each newspaper, so that the same number of articles are investigated for all newspapers. 

If there were more than three articles available during the chosen time frame in the other newspapers, 

articles were chosen based on their relevance to the research question. Hence, by means of the extent to 

which the 5G-conspiracy theory was reported on, to enable an overall picture and an in-depth analysis 

concerning the research question. In general, 15 newspaper articles were investigated. Their content has 

been read carefully to answer the research question of the paper at hand. Thus, interviews, included in 

the articles, were not analyzed as the aim was to only focus on the reporting of the newspaper and not 

on what is stated by others.  

To simplify the analysis of the newspaper articles and to better process them, the program 

Atlas.ti is used. With help of the program, keywords can be extracted and analyzed more easily. To 

further investigate the articles, a coding scheme is inductively developed, and the articles are analyzed 

in terms of the summary content analysis according to Mayring (2014).  
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3.4 Method of Data Analysis 

This study uses inductive coding since the research is not based on any theory and there is no 

existing theoretical framework that could be used. The coding scheme was developed by highlighting 

important and noble patterns. To detect these patterns, data must be scrutinized under certain criteria. 

Moreover, the coding scheme can be divided into three sets of coding.  

The first set of codes deals with the source of the article, the publication date as well as the type 

of the article. Thus, the sources the articles rely its information on will be examined. Thereby one gets 

a great overview of the source itself and how this is best classified.  

The second set of codes deals with the linguistic aspects as well as the writer's strategies. The 

content of the articles will therefore be investigated in terms of the following criteria. First, the article 

will be analyzed in terms of the tone of voice. This indicates whether the journalist uses a positive, 

neutral, or negative tone of voice when reporting. Then, it will be investigated in terms of the application 

of rhetoric, in terms of, for instance jokes, sarcasm, and generalizations. Hereby, it is examined in which 

way the author emphasizes certain meanings in the article. Accordingly, the focus does not lie on the 

content of the article but rather on linguistics, hence on the rhetoric, the choice of words as well as the 

words themselves. Hereby, the articles will be investigated in terms of language use and its positive or 

negative effects on the reader. 

The third set of codes is concerned with the actual content of the articles. Hereby the focus lies 

on any fragments that show patterns of underlying ideologies or other non-linguistic influences. 

Moreover, it is thoroughly examined what is said and especially in which way the article reports the 

conspiracy theory, in terms of mentioning it and to what extent. Adding to that, it is investigated how 

they report about the conspiracy theory and the different characteristics of these. Hence, it is investigated 

how it is reported about several agents who play a role in terms of the conspiracy theory and who are, 

for instance, interviewed or cited. Moreover, it is analyzed how the newspaper reports on the claims of 

the conspiracy theory and their attacks on the cell towers. Therefore, it is examined whether any 

influences on the reader are occurring.  

These three dimensions are determined as preliminary categories and while applying them on 

the material, old categories are revised, sub-codes as well as new codes are formulated. Thus, there is a 

revision of categories after 10-50% of the material, to check on reliability of the coding (Mayring, 2000).  

Employing this analysis, it can be analyzed how newspapers report about conspiracy theories in 

general and whether there are differences between the reporting of the newspapers and if patterns of 

political ideology may be present across different newspaper outlets.  A summary of the coding scheme 

is displayed in Table 1. The full coding scheme can be found in Table 2 in Appendix A.  
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Table 1. Coding Scheme 
Code  Definition 

1. Information about the article The newspaper, in which the article is published.  

2. Message style Whether the author wrote formal/ informal. 

3. Tone of voice  The writer’s tone of voice is negative/neutral/positive. 

4. Rhetoric The writer uses rhetoric.  

5. 5G-Conspiracy Theory Information about the 5G-conspiracy theory. 

6. Cell tower attacks Information about cell tower attacks.  

7. Development of the conspiracy theory The ways in which the conspiracy theory has spread. 

8. Conspiracy believers How conspiracy believers are reported and portrayed.  

9. Source of information To which information sources the writer refers.   

10. Other conspiracy theories/ believers 

referred to 

The writer refers to other conspiracy theories and/ or 

their believers. 

 

3.5 Limitations  

However, conducting a content analysis of newspaper articles entails certain issues that mirror 

the methodological limitations of the study. By conducting a content analysis, the researcher can select 

the methods, as well as choose data that best fits the researchers’ scope and goal of the analysis. But 

with this freedom of flexibility and simplicity, there is a great danger that the findings of the analysis 

rely predominantly on the interpretation of the researcher. Hence, self-interpretation can never be 

completely ruled out. The researcher itself may become biased and might influence what information is 

used, and which information is not. To tackle these threats, the study applies a certain case selection, so 

that the researcher must rely on specific criteria and cannot choose based on her favoritism. By 

employing an inductive content analysis, it is not possible to develop a completely objective guideline 

for coding schemes, which means that there might be difficulties in terms of replication of the study.  

 

3.6 Concluding Remarks 

In conclusion, this paper investigates the reporting of the 5G-conspiracy theory in newspapers 

and to what extent they differ between five different German newspaper outlets. This will be done via 

the approach of a content analysis according to Mayring (2014), based on an inductively developed 

coding scheme. Three articles for each of the five daily newspapers will be investigated in terms of this, 

and to find underlying ideologies, as well as textual differences in reporting about the conspiracy theory. 

Based on the answers to the sub-questions, the main exploratory research question “In what ways do 

traditional media report about conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic?” will 

be answered. 

4 Analysis 

To thoroughly investigate the reporting of the newspapers, the analysis is divided into five parts. 

First, the headlines will be analyzed as these make the first impression on the reader and the reader can 

thus already form a first opinion about the content of the article. Then the extent to which, and in how 

much depth, the authors report on the 5G-conspiracy theory is examined. Afterwards, it is analyzed how 



 

 

 

13  

conspiracy believers are reported on and what reasons are given for people to believe in conspiracy 

theories. The analysis of the information sources follows next. Here it is examined what kind of sources 

are being used, which stakeholders are included and in what course they are quoted or mentioned. 

General conclusions are drawn, and the main findings will be presented. All articles are examined in 

terms of language and content to identify to what extent the readers are influenced and how the 

newspapers might differ from each other, as well as how newspapers are reporting on conspiracy 

theories in general.  

 As all articles are written in German, it should be noted that the quotes of all newspaper articles 

in this part are translated to the best of the researcher’s ability.  

 

4.1 Headlines  

In the following, the headlines of all newspapers will be investigated thoroughly. As Scacco and 

Muddiman (2015) state, headlines are important as“[t]he right headline can help people learn from the 

news, and the wrong headline might gain clicks but encourage readers to remember incorrect 

information.”  

The headlines of the moderate newspapers, FAZ and Handelsblatt, differ significantly in terms 

of objectivity in the headlines. The Handelsblatt contains relatively neutral headlines and make no use 

of sarcasm or any exaggerations. In addition, the (sub)headlines clearly indicate that the articles are 

about conspiracy theories, so that the reader is directly aware of what to expect and can classify it 

correctly. 

 While the Handelsblatt makes use of very objective headlines, the FAZ uses rather negative 

connotated words or phrases, for instance “under fire” (FAZb). The negative positioning of the author 

on the conspiracy believers is thus already clear in the headline and leads to an influence on the reader. 

Hence, a certain arrogance and a generally low opinion of the newspapers on conspiracy believers 

becomes visible.  This is further reinforced by partly sarcastic headlines  (FAZb, FAZc).  

 When investigating the headlines of the left media (Taz, SZ) it becomes visible that these 

newspapers entail quite provoking and sarcastic headlines. Moreover, negatively connotated words like 

“Food for right-wing extremists” (Taza) and ‘fight’ (SZa) in reference to conspiracy theories and their 

believers, show a certain arrogance and a generally low opinion on conspiracy believers. Thus, the 

headlines "Stop the plague" (SZb) or "False reports for millions" (SZc) leave room for interpretation as 

to how this is meant and create excitement on the reader. Hence, the headlines are formulated in such a 

way that the reader’s interest is aroused.  

The analysis of the articles of the BILD newspaper yields that the headlines are rather sensation-

seeking and try to arouse the reader's interest. Headlines such as "With the swank Porsche at conspiracy 

theory demo" (BILDc) illustrate that the reader is to be entertained and headlines are not formulated 

objectively. 
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Hence, the more extreme newspapers make use of more sarcastic and sensation-seeking 

headlines, to mainly arouse the reader’s interest. The more moderate the newspaper, the more objective 

are the headlines.  

 

4.2 Reporting about the 5G-Conspiracy Theory 

First, the articles of the left-wing media, Taz and SZ, are examined with regard to the reporting 

and debunking of the 5G-conspiracy theory. Overall, the articles are written formally and non-

narratively, so that they entail a relatively neutral tone of voice. In the following, a distinction between 

articles that directly report on the 5G-conspiracy theory (SZa, Taza, Tazc) and articles that do not 

explicitly deal with the 5G-conspiracy theory (SZb, SZc, Tazb).  

The latter, while not exclusively reporting on the 5G-conspiracy theory, provide a brief 

explanation of what the theory entails and are written in a neutral tone of voice when reporting on the 

5G-theory. In some cases, however, a negative tone of voice can also be discerned. For instance, by 

stating “[s]o the alu hat is mainly nonsense. And radiation fear is a dangerous entry point for conspiracy 

ideologies of all kinds” (Tazc), the writer implies to influence the reader, to debunk these theories. Yet, 

the reader may be negatively influenced by the choice of words.  

 Articles, whose content is the 5G-conspiracy theory, explain thoroughly what believers of this 

theory claim and why they do so. In both newspapers, there is little use of rhetoric means. The facts 

about the conspiracy theory are stated very objectively and the theory is then explained based on this. 

Moreover, the claims of conspiracy believers, which further explain the conspiracy theory, are stated in 

terms of a neutral tone of voice. Hence, there is no influence on the reader in that sense. Yet, one article 

(Taza) does not fit the description above. It is written about a video of a conspiracy believer, who is in 

the process of cutting the cables of a broadcast tower, in a very narrative and informal way. Although 

the author rather tells a story, than reporting in the ‘old-fashioned’ journalistic way, he is quite objective 

when it comes to explaining the conspiracy theory. However, the aspect of informal language use also 

makes it clear that the Taz is very interested in keeping the reader engaged and, as an extreme left-wing 

medium trying to convince the reader of the falsity of the conspiracy theories by getting them more 

involved through a story.  

 Still, both newspapers are debunking the conspiracy theory. In some articles, it is clearly stated 

that 5G has nothing to do with Covid (SZa, SZb, SZc, Tazc) and in some articles, negative connotations 

imply that the conspiracy theory is not true and therefore debunked (SZb, Taza, Tazb). Words like 

“corona nonsense” (SZb) or “insanity” (SZb) in reference to conspiracy theories show the author’s 

attitude toward conspiracy theories and cast them in a negative light, so that the reader directly has a 

negative attitude against them. Nevertheless, various stakeholders, that debunk the conspiracy theories 

and thereby generate objectivity, are also cited.   

 Overall, the articles in both left-wing media are written relatively objectively in terms of 

explaining the 5G-conspiracy theory, and occasionally include a negative tone of voice by using 
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negative connotations. Especially the Taz uses rather negative connotations or sarcasm to debunk the 

5G-theory, instead of explicitly stating it.  

The moderate newspapers, FAZ and Handelsblatt, report more formally and non-narratively on 

the conspiracy theory under investigation. Thereby a certain objectivity is maintained. Due to the 

different foci, the articles differ in their reporting about the 5G-conspiracy theory in general as well as 

in its depth. The Handelsblatt has a rather strong focus on explaining the 5G-theory and debunking it 

by extensively reporting about it. The FAZ on the other hand, rather reports on it in in connection with 

other topics in the field of conspiracy theories and not only individually about this one theory. Yet, when 

reporting about the conspiracy theory, the authors remain a neutral tone. One reason for that is, that the 

writers do not make use of any exaggerations, generalization as well as stereotypes. Moreover, the 

readers exclusively receive facts and neutral arguments, so that they are not influenced by their 

perception. This is further strengthened by quoting other persons or organizations, so that the reporting 

remains objective, and the author does not bring in his/her own opinion.  

Furthermore, the conspiracy theory is debunked in all articles examined. Especially the articles 

of the Handelsblatt use many direct quotes to make clear that the conspiracy theories do not stop. They 

also explain in more detail why this is the case and directly address the allegations. In the FAZ, the 

conspiracy theories are not debunked in the same depth. Here it is stated that they are not true, but direct 

quotes or precise explanations are not available (FAZa). However, it becomes visible, that both 

newspapers have an economic focus, as they quote many people and stakeholders who are primarily of 

interest to the business community (FAZa, HBa, HBb). Among them, for example, Bitkom president 

Achim Berg and various mobile companies. In addition, while explaining the conspiracy theory it is 

also shown what effects such disinformation could have on the economy, for instance, the effects on the 

mobile phone companies are visualized with statistics (FAZb, HBa).  

The BILD articles only partially focus exclusively on the 5G-conspiracy theory, so that it can 

already be stated that the newspaper does not report in depth about this theory. It is striking that the 

BILD, unlike the other newspapers examined, reports very informally and rather narratively about the 

conspiracy theories. In one article (BILDa), the explanation of the conspiracy theory is based on a quote 

from a vaccination opponent from a Telegram group and no other information sources are given. In 

addition, the article includes screenshots of this chat so that the reader can gain an understanding of the 

claims of the conspiracy theorists. The screenshots might arouse the reader’s interest and thus they get 

the feeling to be able to look behind the scenes of the conspiracy theorists. Hence, the reader is kept 

engaged and the author is rather telling a story than stating objective facts.  

Another article describes a Corona conspiracy demonstration and participants are interviewed 

regarding their belief in conspiracy theories (BILDc). Hereby it is explained narratively, what these 

people believe. Thus, this attempts to arouse the reader's interest. Nevertheless, the conspiracy theories 

are refuted in all articles. On the one hand, this is done by whole paragraphs, on the other hand, only by 

negatively connotated words, for instance, “so far, so mad” (BILDc).  
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When examining the BILD articles, it is noticeable that conspiracy theories are reported with a 

rather negative tone of voice. For instance, in one article it is stated: "They take a fact like 5G is going 

to be a faster Internet standard and spin theories like the government is going to control citizens with 

streams and because of that, birds are going to fall dad form the sky." (BILDc) This example shows that 

the author reports rather condescendingly and by his sarcastic expression and the negative choice of 

words like "spinning" (BILDc), he influences the reader negatively in his opinion-forming process. 

 

4.3 Conspiracy Believers 

In the following, it will be examined how conspiracy believers are portrayed in the newspapers. 

This is done based on various factors. It is investigated whether it is explained why people believe in 

conspiracy theories and, if so, whether this is understandable. Moreover, it is analyzed to what extent 

the political preferences of conspiracy believers are addressed, and if so, which political preferences are 

addressed. 

 The left newspaper outlets differ in terms of their reporting on conspiracy believers. The Taz 

reports, as already expected in chapter 2 of this paper, as it debunks the conspiracy theory and reports 

on it a lot. The newspaper is much more extreme in its statements and language use than the SZ. The 

latter reports rather objective about the group of interest when explaining why people believe in 

conspiracies, by stating objective arguments and facts like “the infodemic can cause panic” (SZb). 

Writing about the mast attacks without blaming any group or ridiculing anyone, makes the articles seem 

quite objective and neutral. Nevertheless, they use a rather negative tone of voice when speaking of the 

conspiracy theorists themselves. Journalists of the SZ do not speak about conspiracy believers 

themselves but use indirect or direct quotes from others to distance themselves from the statements 

contained in these quotes. Examples are "Idiots torch radio masts" (SZa) or "[...] it is special madness to 

fall for such conspiracy theories and to destroy infrastructure" (SZa). Nevertheless, the inclusion of these 

quotes influences the readers and leads them to look down on conspiracy believers and perceive them 

as lunatics or idiots.  

 The Taz, on the other hand, is even more extreme in its statements. When explaining the reasons 

people might have for believing conspiracy theories, it becomes clear that the authors for the most part 

do not write objectively and neutrally, but rather derogatorily and negatively. It is implied to the 

conspiracy believers that they only believe in such theories to gain attention, or that the "paranoids [...] 

are trying to reap the stage" (Tazb). Articles also tend to be written in a patronizing way, as this example 

illustrates: "[f]or some restaurant owners who fear bankruptcy and feel disadvantaged, the idea that 

everything is a lie seems appealing.” (Tazb) It further demonstrates that the newspaper portrays 

conspiracy believers as people who act indiscriminately and just need someone to blame, and to air out 

their personal problems. Furthermore, many conclusions are drawn about the political background of 

the conspiracy believers. Here, there is talk of "fringes of the ex-alternative milieu" (Tazb) and of an 

"alliance of vaccination opponents, up to right-wing extremists" (Tazb). Generalizations such as "[they] 
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have always been skeptical of science" (Tazb) and "they make the difficult easy" (Tazb) imply a picture 

of conspiracy believers painting the world as they like it. Adding to that, it is made clear once again how 

(apparently) indiscriminately people support conspiracy theories and that the authors do not take this 

group seriously. The latter is also made clear by jokes at the expense of the conspiracy believers, so that 

in general a rather low opinion is emphasized in relation to them. Based on all these rhetorical devices 

and the negative expressions mentioned concerning the conspiracy believers, it is, therefore, clear to say 

that the Taz influences its readers, does not use objective language, and sketches and represents a very 

negative picture of the conspiracy believers.  

The two moderate newspapers also differ very clearly on this point of analysis, compared with 

the previous ones. Handelsblatt maintains its neutral tone of voice and objectivity in reporting. Very 

little is revealed about the newspaper's opinion on the conspiracy believers in all the articles examined. 

As a reason for the 5G-conspiracy theory and belief in it, it is very neutrally stated that there is a "great 

skepticism about network expansion in Germany." (HBa) Articles also entail little focus on the political 

preferences of conspiracy believers. Overall, the readers are little influenced and rather enlightened with 

facts and arguments about the conspiracy theories and their believers. One reason for this may be that 

this newspaper is primarily interested in the economic consequences, and less in the purely political 

contexts.  

 The FAZ, as the second moderate newspaper, is much more explicit in its opinion about the 

conspiracy believers. The focus is clearly on the political preferences of this group. One article speaks 

of "Vaccination opponents, notorious Merkel critics, conspiracy theorists [...] and right-wing extremists" 

(FAZc).  The AfD, and right-wing groups in general, which are said to have a connection with the 

conspiracy theories, are frequently mentioned. Furthermore, the authors of the newspaper clarify that 

for some people the reason behind the pandemic is not enough, and the conspiracy believers would 

prefer to shift the cause of the pandemic onto the mistakes of politics: "But for some, this is not enough. 

They want to see a will behind the disaster” (FAZa). Expressions such as "Whoever [...] was right" 

(FAZa) are meant to emphasize that the conspiracy believers indiscriminately look for culprits to vent 

their anger. Through generalizations and sarcasm, this is made clear once again, and the conspiracy 

believers are partly ridiculed. Nevertheless, it should be noted that one article (FAZb) was also 

examined, which maintained a more neutral tone of voice towards the conspiracy believers, while also 

focusing more on the topic of the conspiracy theory itself and its effects on the economy as well as the 

public.  Overall, it can be said that the FAZ has a rather negative tone of voice towards the conspiracy 

believer, as well as the reason for believing in it. The topic of political preferences is also a strong focus 

of the newspaper. 

The BILD influences its readers the most regarding conspiracy believers. It has already been 

pointed out that this newspaper follows a rather informal and narrative reporting style, which also 

applies to this point of analysis. Through this way of reporting, the readers are more influenced and can 

more easily get into the "story" and understand the thoughts of the conspiracy believers. This is also 
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since conspiracy believers are interviewed in the articles and not just talked about with other sources 

(BILDc). While the articles attempt to be objective in their reporting through direct quotes, the reader is 

still greatly influenced. In addition, the authors of the newspaper use many generalizations and 

stereotypes. In one article, it is written: "At first glance, most of them are nice, well-off people whom 

one would like to have as neighbors. However, if you look behind the facade, it quickly becomes clear 

that they have lost all trust in state institutions and the system. That's exactly what makes them 

dangerous." (BILDa) This example shows quite clearly that the BILD writes in a very generalizing way 

and, above all, also makes use of exaggerations so that a dramatizing effect is created on the reader. 

Also, the authors emphasize that the conspiracy believers arbitrarily process facts into conspiracy 

theories. Thus, this group comes across as very random. With sarcastic remarks like "spreaders of 'truths' 

and […] ‘caretaker’” (BILDb) it becomes clear that the conspiracy believers are not taken seriously and 

are rather looked down upon. Moreover, compared to other newspapers, BILD does not focus as much, 

as for instance the Taz, on political connections regarding the conspiracy believers. All in all, the authors 

of the BILD use a narrative and informal way of writing to bring the topic closer to the reader in a livelier 

way. With the help of sarcasm, exaggerations, jokes and generalizations, the newspaper weaves a net, 

generalizes the group of conspiracy believers and makes explicit that it does not take the latter seriously. 

A certain arrogance toward them often resonates here as well, so that the reader receives a negative tone 

of voice about the conspiracy believers.  

 

4.4 Information Sources 

In this part of the analysis, the information sources will be examined for their credibility and 

reliability. Except for the Taz, all newspapers examined have several information sources that are stated. 

The fact that the former does not include any sources also affects the reliability of the articles. Although 

the conspiracy theories are debunked and it is often stated that these theories are false, this is never 

substantiated with a source. Therefore, the newspaper can be classified as unreliable in terms of its 

information sources.  

The SZ has a wide range of information sources. The sources used represent media, some of 

them British when it comes to attacks on 5G phone towers, scientists and experts, the WHO, the Federal 

Office for Radiation Protection, mobile phone companies and economically important sources such as 

Bitkom. Thus, this newspaper has covered any stakeholders in its articles.  

The FAZ also entails some sources. However, it does not have as broad a spectrum as the SZ. 

The FAZ focuses primarily on economic and media sources, or surveys and statistics. 

The Handelsblatt has a strong focus on economic sources. First and foremost, surveys and 

statistics are used to substantiate and base the arguments on. Yet this newspaper also entails a wide 

range of other information sources. These include various mobile companies, scientific journalists, the 

WHO, the Federal Office for Radiation Protection, Bitkom, the Federal Network Agency, and Stiftung 

Warentest. Experts and security researchers are also interviewed and quoted. Hence, Handelsblatt has 
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included a variety of sources in its articles that cover the entire range of stakeholders - with a focus, 

however, on the economy.  

BILD, on the other hand, has few formal sources. It rather refers to interviews with conspiracy 

believers, screenshots from Telegram groups (BILDa) or quotes from a founder of a cult 

(BILDc)However, one article also cites the State Office for the Protection of the Constitution (BILDb) 

In general, however, it can be said that BILD lives up to its image, to be sensation-seeking, and places 

its focus more on the group discussed, rather than on researchers, scientists, or others involved. For the 

most part, the latter are not cited in the articles examined, which is why the articles can be classified as 

having low reliability. 

Overall, neither the Taz nor the BILD has extreme reliable information sources, as the former 

does not include any at all and the latter uses for instance screenshots to provide information. 

Handelsblatt and FAZ have a wide range of information sources and thus cover the entire field of 

stakeholders in this topic. Nevertheless, they have a rather economic focus. The SZ also covers a very 

broad spectrum of different sources and can therefore be considered reliable. 

 

4.5 Concluding Remarks 

Within this section the findings of the previous analysis are shortly summarised. To answer the 

first sub-question: “In how much depth and by what means do traditional media report conspiracy 

theories?”, the reporting about the conspiracy theories was analysed. It became clear that all the 

newspapers studied, report on conspiracy theories in different ways. The tabloid newspaper does not 

report deeply about the 5G-conspiracy theory and only takes it into account by mentioning it in relation 

to a certain story that is told. Left and moderate newspapers do report more deeply about it, yet the 

Handelsblatt contains most information about the 5G-conspiracy theory. Nevertheless, nearly all 

newspaper articles that were studied, provide the necessary information about the 5G-conspiracy theory, 

so that the readers are sufficiently informed after reading the article. Thus, in all newspapers, conspiracy 

theories that are stated are debunked and their believers are proven wrong.   

 The next sub-question “How do traditional media report about conspiracy theories and their 

believers by linguistic means?” examines the use of language as well as other rhetoric means, concerning 

the conspiracy theory and its believers. The analysis showed a strong link between a negative tone of 

voice and the reporting about conspiracy believers in all newspaper articles, except for the Handelsblatt. 

Moreover, especially the extreme left and tabloid newspaper (Taz, BILD) made strong use of it and used 

narrative and informal language to some extent, which leads to an influence on the reader. The moderate 

newspapers, as well as the SZ, opted for a rather objective type of reporting, by doing so non-narratively 

as well as mostly using a neutral tone of voice- except when reporting on conspiracy believers.  

This finding leads to the third sub-question, asking if the depth, as well as the way of reporting 

differs among the newspapers concerning its underlying ideologies. Here, the focus lied on political 

differences but also the difference between tabloid newspapers and more common newspapers. It 
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became clear that the newspapers differ greatly, and differences are visibly apparent. The moderate 

newspapers have a rather weak ideological influence, yet the Handelsblatt includes a strong economic 

focus.  The conservative newspaper FAZ also stated political statements concerning the background of 

conspiracy believers and thus the conspiracy theories themselves. The left newspapers, especially taz, 

entailed a rather political ideology, meaning that the focus of reporting, especially in terms of conspiracy 

believers and their reasons to believe in conspiracy theories often lied on the political preferences, 

mainly assigned to right-wing extremists. The BILD, as a as a tabloid newspaper that entails a rather 

extreme-right ideology, did not focus on politics, but on keeping the reader engaged and telling stories. 

Hence, it tries to arouse the reader’s interest, and mainly influences them in that kind of way.  

In response, it can be stated that the investigated newspapers do differ in terms of reporting and 

entail certain underlying ideologies, depending on the ideology as well as the political background of 

the newspaper. 

5 Discussion 

This part of the paper is used to discuss the results of the analysis thoroughly and bring them 

together with the results of the literature review. Existing studies on the topic are discussed and it is 

examined to what extent the present study confirms, complements, or deviates from them. The 

discussion ties in with the central foci of the analysis (see chapter 2). In view of this, the results of the 

analysis are interpreted, and the research question is answered. Furthermore, the limitations of the study 

at hand are pointed out and open questions are addressed. Thus, starting points for further research are 

presented. 

 

5.1 Answer to the Research Question 

The results of the analysis show that there is a clear correlation between the political orientation 

of newspapers and the way and depth they report on conspiracy theories. At the outset, it was assumed 

that right-wing media tended to report less on conspiracy theories, and when they do, they rather support 

them. However, this expectation was partially disproved by the analysis.  

It is striking that the BILD reported significantly less on the 5G-conspiracy theory. Only three 

articles, mentioning the conspiracy theory under study, could be found within the research time frame. 

This shows that right media seem to report less on conspiracy theories in particular. However, it must 

be considered that BILD is a tabloid newspaper, which is rather conservative, mostly represents its own 

interests, and only serves right-wing populism to a certain degree (Schröder, 2019). Hence, it cannot be 

considered as a distinctly right-wing newspaper and may therefore differ from other findings that have 

examined distinctly right-wing media.  

Another reason for the deviation could also be that BILD, as a tabloid newspaper, only reports 

on conspiracy theories if they contain a sensation-seeking story, are interesting for the readers and allow 

for exaggerations. According to Schemer et al. (2021), tabloid newspapers nevertheless contribute to 
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the spread of conspiracy theories because of their sensationalist reporting. This is partly the case here, 

as the newspaper does not explicitly debunk the conspiracy theories, but rather implicitly through a 

negative tone of voice, or by making fun of the conspiracy believers. This can also be seen concerning 

the distinctly left-wing newspaper and therefore entails a very interesting finding. Further research 

should be done to verify if this is feasible for left media too.  

Another reason for refuting the assumption that right-wing media are more likely to report in 

favor of conspiracy theories could be, that the newspapers studied are legacy newspapers. These tend to 

serve, despite their ideological and political leanings, as corrective forces  (Schemer et al., 2021). Hence, 

the newspapers studied have the task to state correct information and would therefore rather not report 

in favor of conspiracy theories. Nevertheless, it became clear that right-wing media generally tend to 

make more extreme statements than left-wing media does. Thus, further research would be needed to 

determine the extent to which the findings would change if left- or right-wing extremist niche 

newspapers were also analyzed. 

Moreover, it was assumed that conspiracy believers tended to be generalized as right-wing 

extremists. This expectation is almost entirely fulfilled by all investigated newspapers and thus is in line 

with the research conducted by Uscinski et al. (2016).  Especially left-wing media focus heavily on the 

political background of conspiracy believers and make many claims about them being right-wing 

extremists. Although also left-wing extremists tend to believe conspiracy theories (Imhoff et al., 2022; 

Schemer et al., 2021), left-wing extremists are not even stated in connection to conspiracy theories in 

most newspapers. This illustrates, that media report in line with the political orientation of the newspaper 

and its readership.  

This fact also demonstrates that assigning such characteristics can have severe consequences. If 

the media assigns the right-wingers as conspiracy believers, the public might adopt this view and thus 

the right-wingers will be condemned and pigeonholed. They have a right-wing extremist political 

background attached, although Douglas et al. (2019) have found out that not only political preference is 

a reason to believe in conspiracy theories. This example clearly states that media makes use of framing 

and thus strongly influences the readers in their (political) point of view and in their view on the social 

reality. 

In addition, this paper showed that journalists can have a crucial influence on readers through a 

certain use of language and rhetoric. This assumption can be supported by the results of the analysis. 

With the help of rhetoric and especially the tone of voice, the authors influence the readers enormously.  

During the analysis it became visible that with the use of sarcasm, exaggerations and jokes, the 

authors do not take conspiracy believers seriously and make fun of them. Hereby it can be referred to 

Uscinski et al. (2011) who use the quote "conspiracy theories are for losers”. According to them 

conspiracy theories attract vulnerable groups as they entail a strategic logic that is fitting for this group. 

Hence, “losers” are most likely to believe in conspiracy theories. This picture fits to what the journalists 

report about this group. The impression is given that conspiracy believers are very whiny, ridicule 
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themselves with their belief in such theories, and furthermore choose the theories indiscriminately. 

Overall, this gives the reader a very negative impression towards conspiracy believers, so they may not 

take them seriously, although it can be seen from the cell tower attacks that despite the false belief, they 

can cause great damage and should not simply be wasted.  

However, this result may be related to the fact that journalists tend to not be wanting to or are 

unable to report on conspiracy theories at all. There is a great discussion ongoing about this topic, 

whether conspiracy theorist viewpoints should be covered, as one gives them room to develop and 

spread more easily (Bruns et al., 2021). According to Tsfati et al. (2020:162) “reporting about fake news 

entails publishing an online rumor and explaining why it is not true, whereas at least by the strict codes 

of the profession, news does not include unsubstantiated rumors.” Yet it is important to debunk 

conspiracy theories (Sunstein & Vermeule, 2008), declare that it is important to wipe out any false 

information spread in the public sphere (Tsfati et al., 2020). Hence, making readers aware of the existing 

conspiracy theories and debunking these is crucial. Yet, there are questions of “whether to adopt an 

objective, disinterested or advocative, anti-conspiracist approach; whether their coverage, even if is 

critical, will do more to amplify or debunk conspiracist views; and how to discover (constructive or 

disruptive) interventions by politicians, experts, or celebrities without increasing visibility of the 

conspiracy theories they engage with.”  (Bruns et al., 2021:4) 

Overall, the assumptions made beforehand have not been confirmed by the analysis as extremely 

as expected. One explanation for this is that previous research, was mainly conducted in the US. 

According to Gidron et al. (2020), the U.S., is more polarizing than Germany and the Nordic countries, 

and thus more likely to spread partisan conspiracy theories. Yet in the research at hand, the investigated 

country is Germany, which is less populist and might therefore not entail such extreme media bias. Also, 

Drochon (2018) clarified in a study that media and the political system within a country influence the 

occurrence of conspiracy theories. Hence, the findings between Germany and the US might be quite 

different, as they have different political systems too. Another explanation could be that the most right-

wing newspaper studied was a tabloid newspaper and thus the results were not as extreme as if another 

distinct right-wing newspaper had been studied. 

Still, this bachelor thesis has provided first insights into the differences between several, 

politically oriented, German daily newspapers and has therefore added relevant findings about this topic. 

Conducting the analysis on several newspapers, as well as niche newspapers, would complement the 

research.  

 

5.2 Limitations to the Research  

To fit the scope of the study, several allocations had to be made, so the resulting limitations 

must be regarded. First, it needs to be acknowledged that data was analyzed by only one coder. This 

creates a natural bias and contributes to the inferentiality of drawn conclusions. Adding to that, by 

conducting a content analysis, the coders’ own opinion leads to the interpretation of the findings. Hence, 
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it would be sufficient to conduct a quantitative analysis in further analysis, so that the results are 

examined again based on numbers and the conclusion is thus less based on the interpretation of a single 

coder.  

Moreover, the articles have different lengths, so some articles may have assigned more codes 

than others. This might lead to more extreme findings in some articles and could therefore influence the 

findings. However, this limitation arose from the fact that there were generally few articles that reported 

with a focus on the 5G-conspiracy theory. For other conspiracy theories, this problem might not arise.  

Another limitation is that it was not possible to select the same number of newspaper articles 

for each newspaper within the selection criteria. Due to this, only three articles per newspaper were 

selected, so this may have affected the results.  

Adding to that, it needs to be stated, that the newspaper RT Deutsch was supposed to be included 

in the analysis too. This would have been, compared to the BILD, a much more extreme right-wing 

newspaper and would probably have been able to provide further insights regarding the research 

question and underlying ideologies concerning the political left-/ right- spectrum. However, due to the 

current situation in the Ukraine and with Russia at the time of writing this paper, access to the RT 

Deutsch archive was not possible. Therefore, BILD is the most right-wing newspaper examined in this 

analysis.   

The last limitation that needs to be acknowledged is that only German newspapers were 

analyzed, hence the findings might not fit the scope of, for instance, American newspapers. Yet, this 

was also the aim of the study, as there are already many studies on newspapers from other countries, but 

not many on German newspapers. Thus, a research gap regarding the investigated country was closed 

with this paper. The latter, however, is also the reason why it was not possible to draw on any existing 

sources and compare the findings. 

 

5.3 Implications for Further Research 

As the previous chapters already made clear, the topic of conspiracy theories during the Covid-

19 pandemic is still an open field of research. Therefore, implications for further theoretical research 

could be made. On the one hand, as mentioned before, a quantitative approach could be interesting to 

support the findings or to collect further results. Furthermore, it would be interesting to see how the 

discourse around the 5G-conspiracy theory has changed over time. A different timeframe would shed 

light on this and show how it has evolved. Research should also be conducted in relation to other 

conspiracy theories to enable generalizations on this topic. To be able to do the latter, local newspapers 

should also be examined regarding the research question posed, so that the results do not only apply to 

the major German dailies. A final theoretical implication would be to further examine to what extent 

objective reporting could be simplified and how exactly newspapers should deal with fake news and 

conspiracy theories. 
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 Moreover, it should be further investigated whether there is a way to convince conspiracy 

believers of the falsehood of conspiracy theories via the traditional media. Most conspiracy believers 

gain their information through social media or independent sources, and often end up in a so-called 

bubble (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Through traditional media, there might be an opportunity to get them 

out of this bubble and make them doubt the conspiracy theory. However, such people are not convinced 

by expert opinions. Rather, other people are needed whom they trust in their community and whose 

words they believe (van Prooijen et al., 2015). Therefore, it should be investigated how this could 

appear and how conspiracy believers could be convinced by traditional media.  

Further thought should be given to the existing discussion on whether conspiracy theories 

should be addressed in public, and in the traditional media. On the one hand, this gives conspiracy 

theorists room to further disseminate the latter. On the other hand, however, this can educate about the 

reasons for believing in such theories and refute the conspiracy theory in public. Although this is 

currently the case, conspiracy theories are often simply dismissed and, as the analysis shows, conspiracy 

believers are often ridiculed. Thus, a different way of dealing with the reporting and refutation of 

conspiracy theories should be found. This could serve as a research approach for further research on the 

topic.  

6 Conclusion 

The aim of this study was to answer the following research question “In what ways do 

traditional media report about conspiracy theories in the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic?”. 

Therefore, a qualitative content analysis on German newspapers was conducted. Based on the outcome 

of this analysis it can be concluded that the newspapers studied, differ mainly in their tone of voice, as 

well as in their aims and focus of reporting on conspiracy theories and their different ideological 

background.  

Traditional media in general do report mainly objectively about conspiracy theories. Most of 

the newspaper outlets state facts and base their information on reliable sources. Yet, when reporting 

about conspiracy believers, the tone of voice, in nearly every newspaper studied, changes from neutral 

to negative, so that conspiracy believers are ridiculed and not taken seriously. This implies a very 

negative image on the conspiracy believers and therefore influences the readers.  

The extreme left-wing and right-wing media are particularly conspicuous here. They report even 

more negatively about the conspiracy believers and make many exaggerated statements. This is also 

striking in other points examined. Through rather sensational and partly narrative reporting, these 

newspapers primarily address the interest of the reader and report less about the actual facts. In this 

respect, these newspapers influence the reader very strongly. However, the analysis was able to disprove 

that right-wing media report in favor of conspiracy theories, but a possible reason for this could be that 

the analysis is, however, conducted on a tabloid newspaper. Yet the fact, that right-wing media tend to 
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report little about conspiracy theories in particular, can be confirmed, since only fewer articles reporting 

on this topic could be found. 

In addition, the newspapers generally differ in the focus of their reporting. Left-wing media tend 

to be more politically oriented, while moderate media tend to focus on the economy and, to some extent, 

politics. Tabloid newspapers, in turn, focus on readership. Nevertheless, all newspapers studied refute 

conspiracy theories and thus contribute to educating the readership about these theories.  

Overall, it was found that traditional media do report in different ways on conspiracy theories, 

although the far right and far left newspapers were the most influencing newspapers. Thus, there is a 

clear correlation between the political orientation of the newspaper and the mode of reporting, but this 

correlation was not very distinct, so the results should not be overinterpreted. This paper brings first 

findings, but further research must be conducted to generalize the results. 
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8 Appendix 

Appendix A: Full Coding Scheme 

 

Table 2: Full Coding Scheme 

 

Code Sub-Code Definition Example 

1. Information 
about the article 

1.1 Newspaper The newspaper, in which the 

article is published.  

tageszeitung, Süddeutsche 

Zeitung, Handelsblatt, 

Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zeitung, BILD 

 1.2 Author The author of the article.  

 

 

 1.3 Date of 

publication 

The date of publication of the 

article.  

 

 

 1.4 Section The section of the newspaper 

the article was published in.  

 

 1.5 Title The title of the article.   

 1.6 Subtitle The subtitle of the article.   

2. Message style 2.1 Narrative The writer uses emotional 

stories or storytelling to 

inform the readers. 

“With its Porsche parked 

Vegan cook Attila 

Hildmann (39) 

on Saturday around 10 

o'clock before the olympia 

stadium, in order to lend 

this theory emphasis. 

About 150 other anti-

Corona demonstrators had 

come with cars and 

German flags to drive in a 

police-escorted parade 

through the city to the 

Chancellery.” (BILDc) 

 2.2 Non-narrative The writer uses facts and 

arguments to inform the 

readers. 

“Security researchers 

suspect a targeted 

campaign behind the rapid 

spread of conspiracy 

theories. Marc Owen Jones 

of Hamad bin Khalifa 

University in Qatar has 

analyzed communications 

on the short message 

service Twitter and 

suspects that a network of 

remote-controlled accounts 

is behind it, whose actions 

are reminiscent of Russian 

hacker groups.” (HBc) 

3. Tone of voice  3.1 Negative  The writer’s tone of voice is 

negative.  

"absolute nonsense, the 

worst kind of Fake News" 

(SZa) 

 3.2 Neutral The writer’s tone of voice is 
neutral. 

“Dutch see link from 
Corona to 5G” (FAZc) 

 3.3 Positive The writer’s tone of voice is 

positive.  

“The World Health 

Organization formulates it 
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more briefly - and more 

elegantly” (SZa) 

4. Rhetoric 4.1 Exaggerated 

statements 

The writer exaggerates with 

his/ her statements. 

“In the shadow of the 

Corona pandemic, a kind of 

plague is spreading through 

the network, making 

everything worse” (SZb) 

 4.2 Generalization The writer generalizes, for 

instance conspiracy 

believers, with a certain 

characteristic. 

“They make the difficult 

simple. They reduce the 

complexity of confusing 

global modernity to a 

convenient friend-foe 

cliché.” (Tazb) 

 4.3 Jokes The writer uses jokes.  “An author of cookbooks 

has made it to some 

notoriety with the idea of 

dying as a samurai fighting 

the world conspiracy.” 

(Tazb) 

 4.4 Sarcasm The writer uses sarcasm  “Therefore: Instead of 

wearing an ->aluminium 

hat, just put away the cell 

phone more often.“ (Tazc) 

 4.5 Stereotypes The writer uses stereotypes 

(mainly in reference to 

conspiracy believers) 

“This is typical of 

conspiracy theorists: They 

take a fact, such as that Bill 

Gates supports vaccinations 

and has spent large parts of 

his private fortune on it and 

mix it with crude theories 

about secret powers that 

have dark interests: Gates 

wants to have people 

implanted with microchips 

in the fight against the 

corona pathogen.” (BILDc) 

 4.6 De-dramatize The writer de-dramatizes 

certain events or issues.  

“But one should not be 

misled by the boom of 

insanity. For all this is also 

a fleeting effect of the 

attention economy. Seldom 

has it been easier to turn 
the spotlight on oneself.” 

(Tazb) 

 4.7 Dramatic The writer dramatizes certain 

events or issues.  

"Fake news spreads faster 

than the virus, and it's just 

as dangerous” (SZb) 

 4.8 Opinion-

making 

The writer includes his/her 

own opinion and thus 

influences the reader’s 

opinion on a certain event or 

issue.  

“Psychological problems, 

however, do not have to 

exclude political 

motivations.” (Taza) 

5. 5G-

Conspiracy 
Theory 

5.1 Conspiracy 

believers 

Stating who might be 

conspiracy believers.  

“Network of remotely 

controlled accounts, 

reminiscent of Russian 
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hacker groups in their 

approach.” (HBc) 

 5.2 Debunking of 

the conspiracy 

theory 

Debunking the conspiracy 

theory.  

“The World Health 

Organization (WHO) and 

the Federal Office for 

Radiation Protection are 

currently emphasizing 

again and again that there 

is no connection between 

the pandemic and 5G 

mobile radio.” (HBc) 

 5.3 Explanation 

of the 5G-

conspiracy theory 

/claim of 

conspiracy 

believers 

Explanation of the 5G-

conspiracy theory and the 

claim conspiracy believers.  

“The background to the 

attacks is a conspiracy 

theory that has been 

spreading in Europe for 

several weeks. In online 

forums, people claim that 

there is a direct link 

between the Corona virus 

outbreak and the rollout of 

the latest mobile 

communications standard 

5G.” (HBa) 

 5.4 General 

information about 

5G 

Informing the reader about 

the 5G network.  

“Deutsche Telekom and 

Vodafone are massively 

expanding real-time mobile 

communications in 

Germany. Already today 

is clear that the initiatives 

will have a concrete 

consequence: In the future, 

there will be more mobile 

sites in Germany.” (HBc) 

 5.5 Reaction to 

conspiracy theory 

Informing the reader about 

the reaction of people and 

institutions about the 

conspiracy theory.  

"The company takes 

constructive criticism from 

concerned people seriously. 

'We have an open exchange 

also with mobile phone 

critics,' the spokesman said. 

'Cases in which the 

infrastructure has been 

affected by vandalism are 

not known to us in 

Germany at the moment.' 
That's why no additional 

security measures are 

currently being levied, he 

added." (HBa) 

6. Cell tower 
attacks 

6.1 Cell tower 

attack 

How the cell tower attacks 

took place. 

“Driven by conspiracy 

theories, targeted attacks on 

mobile communications 

infrastructure are even 
occurring in more and more 

countries in Europe.” 

(HBc) 
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 6.2 Reason for 

attacks 

Reason for the cell tower 

attacks.  

“They had seen videos with 

conspiracy theories and 

were convinced that the 

mobile phone standard 5G 

was spreading the lung 

disease Covid-19.” (SZb) 

 6.3 Consequences 

of the attacks 

Consequences, the cell tower 

attacks led to.  

“In the UK, a cell tower 

near a hospital had been 

destroyed, emergency calls 

could not be made.” (HBc) 

 6.4 Country 

attacked 

Countries in which the cell 

tower attacks took place. 

„Radio installations were 

attacked in several 

European countries, 

including the Netherlands, 

Ireland and Cyprus.“ 

(FAZb) 

 6.5 Attacks on 

engineers/ mobile 

company 

employees 

Informing about the attacks 

on engineers and/ or mobile 

phone company employees.  

"39 of the company's own 

technicians had been 

verbally or physically 

attacked. There were even 

death threats against them". 

(FAZb) 

7. Development 

of the 

conspiracy 

theory 

7.1 Campaign The conspiracy theories 

develop due to campaigning.  

“They tried to appeal to 

people who are distant to 

hostile to the political 

system.” (BILDb) 

 7.2 Celebrities The conspiracy theories 

develop due to celebrities.  

“Celebrities such as U.S. 

star Woody Harrelson and 

British B-list celebrity 

Jason Gardiner have shared 

posts to that effect.” (SZa) 

 7.3 

Demonstration 

The conspiracy theories 

develop due to 

demonstrations. 

“Also, at the so-called 

hygienic demos you can 

see again and again people 

protesting against 5G and 

putting this in the context 

of the corona crisis, for 

example at the protests in 

front of the Berlin 

Volksbühne last Saturday.” 

(Tazc) 

 7.4 Social media The conspiracy theories 

develop due to social media. 

“For weeks, texts, videos 

and audio messages have 

been circulating on social 

networks, linking the 

outbreak to mobile 

technology.” (HBc) 

 7.5 Independent 

sources  

The conspiracy theories 

develop due to independent 

sources.  

“This is what we learned 

outside the mainstream 

media.” (BILDc) 

8. Conspiracy 

believers 

8.1 Political 

preference  

The writer makes 

assumptions about the 
political preference of 

conspiracy believers. 

“To what extent right-wing 

groups are also involved in 
the ‘movement’ is so far in 

the dark.” (FAZc) 
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 8.2 Reason to 

believe in 

conspiracy theory 

The writer states reasons to 

believe in conspiracy 

theories.  

“In the tangle of technical 

terms of epidemiology, 

statistics and fears of one's 

own economic crash, there 

is a growing tendency to 

believe Fake News and to 

follow an archaic reflex: 

Someone must be to 

blame.” (Tazb) 

 8.3 Claims The writer states claims of 

the conspiracy believers.  

“On the Internet, organizers 

warned of a ‘totalitarian 

state’ and a ‘censorship 

campaign’ against ‘anyone 

who asks a question about 

Covid-19 and its possible 

relationship to 5G.’" 

(FAZc) 

9. Source of 

information 

9.1 Conspiracy 

believer 

The writer refers to a 

conspiracy believer as a 

source of information.  

"Hildmann: 'There I am 

disappointed in Putin, 

because he knows just like 

Trump, what is going on.'" 

(BILDc) 

 9.2 Economical 

agents 

The writer refers to 

economical agents as a 

source of information. 

“The digital association 

Bitkom conducted a 

representative survey.” 

(HBa) 

 9.3 Media The writer refers to media as 

a source of information. 

“The research organization 

Correctiv and media such 

as ZDF, Die Welt, Der 

Spiegel and Bayerischer 

Rundfunk have examined 

the allegations.” (SZc) 

 9.4 Ministry The writer refers to a 

ministry as a source of 

information. 

“Ministry for Digital and 

Media” (SZa), “Federal 

Office for Radiation 

Protection” (HBa) 

 9.5 Mobile 

companies 

The writer refers to mobile 

companies as a source of 

information. 

“Attacks could also occur 

in the Federal Republic, 

warned Vodafone's head of 

German operations Hannes 

Ametsreiter.” (HBc) 

 9.6 Scientists and 

experts 

The writer refers to scientists 

or experts as a source of 

information. 

“Security researchers 

suspect a targeted 

campaign behind the rapid 

spread of the conspiracy 

theories.” (HBc) 

 9.7 Statistics The writer refers to statistics 

as a source of information.  

“43 percent stated in the 

survey that they would then 

start a citizens' protest, 42 

percent would move out of 

their apartment if a 

landlord had a radio 

antenna installed on the 

house.” (FAZb) 
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 9.8 WHO The writer refers to the WHO 

as a source of information. 

“WHO” (SZa) 

10. Other 

conspiracy 

theories/ 
believers 

referred to 

10.1 Attila 

Hildmann 

Referring to Attila Hildmann 

as a conspiracy believer.  

“A cookbook author has 

made it big with the idea of 

dying as a samurai fighting 

the world conspiracy.” 

(Tazb) 

 10.2 Bill Gates Conspiracy theory, linked to 

Bill Gates 

“Bill Gates invented 

Corona to rule the world.” 

(Tazb) 

 10.3 Angela 

Merkel 

Conspiracy theory, linked to 

Angela Merkel 

“Then Hildmann went on 

about the 'demonic being' 

Merkel, of whom he did 

not even know 'whether she 

is a woman'.” (BILDc) 

 10.4 Pizzagate Pizzagate conspiracy theory “And said: 'Pizzagate is 

real!' He apparently 

believes in the conspiracy 

theory that Hillary Clinton 

(72) with other U.S. 

politicians ran a pedophile 

ring in the basement of a 

pizzeria in Washington D. 

C..” (BILDc) 

 10.5 QAnon Referring to QAnon as 

conspiracy believers. 

“Since the pandemic, 

conspiracy theories have 

been booming. QAnon is 

more popular than ever. 

The Q alludes to a U.S. 

Department of Energy 

security classification that 

allows access to top-secret 

information, such as about 

nuclear weapons. Anon 

stands for ‘anonymous.’" 

(Taza) 

 10.6 Debunking Debunking of these 

conspiracy theories. 

“The result: What Wodarg 

and Bhakdi say is not 

completely wrong, but they 

mix facts with speculation 

and disinformation.” (SZc) 

 10.7 Reaction to 

CT 

Reaction to these conspiracy 

theories.  

“To stop this infodemic, 

Whatsapp is now 

tightening its rules.” (SZb) 
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Appendix B: Articles collected 

 

tageszeitung  

 

Article A (Taza) 
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Article B (Tazb) 
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Article C (Tazc) 
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Süddeutsche Zeitung  

 

Article A (SZa) 
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Article B (SZb) 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

41  

Article C (SZc) 
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Handelsblatt 

 

Article A (HBa) 
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Article B (HBb) 
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Düsseldorf.  Als die ersten Brandanschläge auf 5G-Mobilfunkantennen in Großbritannien verübt

wurden, nahmen allenfalls Experten davon Notiz. Doch innerhalb weniger Wochen hat sich die Lage

geändert. In Großbritannien wurden bereits mehr als 60 Mobilfunkantennen in Brand gesteckt.

Ähnliche Attacken registrierten mittlerweile auch Behörden in den Niederlanden, Zypern oder Irland.

Hintergrund der Angriffe ist eine Verschwörungstheorie, die in Europa seit einigen Wochen immer

mehr Verbreitung findet. In Online-Foren behaupten Menschen, es gebe einen direkten

Zusammenhang zwischen dem Ausbruch des Coronavirus und dem Ausbau des neuesten

Mobilfunkstandards 5G.

Es gibt sehr unterschiedliche Argumentationen. In vielen Darstellungen wird der Zusammenhang

hergestellt, weil der Zeitpunkt der Corona-Pandemie mit dem Ausbau des 5G-Mobilfunks

zusammenfällt. Manche Theorien behaupten, 5G-Strahlung töte Menschen und die Corona-

Pandemie sei eine Kampagne, um die Todeszahlen zu vertuschen. Andere Theorien behaupten, 5G

schwäche das Immunsystem und erleichtere damit die Verbreitung des Virus.

Wissenschaftler und Experten halten dagegen. Simon Clarke, Zellbiologe der Universität von Reading,

bezeichnete den von 5G-Gegnern behaupteten Zusammenhang, die Technik schwäche das

Immunsystem, als „völligen Quatsch“. Strahlung könne zwar Zellen erhitzen, sagte er im Interview mit

der BBC. Mobilfunkstrahlung reiche aber nicht aus, einen Einfluss auf das Immunsystem zu haben.

Ähnlich hatte sich zuvor auch das Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz geäußert.

5G-Mobilfunkstandard
 

Coronavirus
 

IT-Branche
 

Telekommunikationsbranche
 

Medizin
 

Bitkom
 

Vodafone
 

Telefónica Deutschland
 

Bundesnetzagentur
 

Stiftung Warentest
 

Dennoch steigt auch in Deutschland die Sorge vor Anschlägen. Der Präsident des Digitalverbandes

Bitkom, Achim Berg, sagte: „Gerade erst haben Autonome mitten in Berlin einen Brandanschlag auf

ein Telekommunikationsnetz verübt.“ Berg sagte, die Betreiber träfen zwar immer Vorkehrungen, um

ihre Netze zu schützen. „Dennoch ist bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Fläche ausgebaut sind, nicht

auszuschließen, dass sie erfolgreich angegriffen werden können.“

Die Netzbetreiber in Deutschland beobachten die Situation. Ein Vodafone -Sprecher sagte: „In

Großbritannien kam es zuletzt in einigen Fällen zur Beschädigung einzelner Standorte der TK-

Infrastruktur, weil Einzelpersonen einen Zusammenhang zwischen 5G und dem Coronavirus

konstruieren.“ Der Sprecher betonte: „Es gibt keinerlei wissenschaftliche Hinweise oder Belege für

diese Behauptungen. 5G ist ebenso wie seine Vorgänger-Technologien eine sichere Sache.“

Das Unternehmen nehme konstruktive Kritik von besorgten Menschen ernst. „Wir führen einen

offenen Austausch auch mit Mobilfunk-Kritikern“, sagte der Sprecher. „Fälle, bei denen die

Infrastruktur durch Vandalismus beeinträchtigt wurde, sind uns momentan in Deutschland nicht

bekannt.“ Deshalb würden derzeit auch keine zusätzlichen Sicherheitsmaßnamen erhoben.

Große Skepsis gegenüber dem Netzausbau

Ähnlich äußerten sich auch die anderen Netzbetreiber. „Die Beschädigung von Mobilfunkstandorten

etwa durch Brandstiftung kommt hierzulande glücklicherweise sehr selten vor und dabei handelt es

sich in der Mehrheit um reinen Vandalismus“, sagte eine Telefónica-Sprecherin. „Eine Zunahme

sehen wir aktuell nicht, weshalb auch keine zusätzlichen Schutzmaßnahmen erfolgen.“

Bei der Telekom hieß es: „Es gibt durchaus immer wieder einmal Fälle von Vandalismus“, sagte eine

Telekom-Sprecherin . „Aktuell stellen wir aber bei uns keine Veränderung fest.“

Die Entwicklung fällt in eine Zeit, in der es ohnehin eine große Skepsis gegenüber dem Netzausbau

in Deutschland gibt. Der Digitalverband Bitkom führte eine repräsentative Befragung durch. Darin

sprach sich fast jeder Zweite (48 Prozent) gegen den Aufbau neuer Mobilfunkmasten aus. Dabei

hatte die Bundesnetzagentur erst vor wenigen Tagen festgestellt, dass Telekom, Vodafone und

Telefónica im Ausbau ihrer Netze in Deutschland hinter den Mindestanforderungen zurückhängen

und es weiter zu viele Funklöcher gibt.

Seit Jahren beschäftigen sich wissenschaftliche Studien mit der Frage, ob und welchen Einfluss

Mobilfunkstrahlung auf Menschen hat. Die Stiftung Warentest fasste kürzlich viele der verfügbaren

Untersuchungen zusammen. Bei der Analyse kam die Verbraucherorganisation zu dem Schluss: „Die

Forschungserkenntnisse liefern kaum einen Grund zur Sorge.“

ARD-Wissenschaftsjournalistin Mai Thi Nguyen-Kim ging in einer Recherche konkreter einem

möglichen Zusammenhang von Mobilfunkstrahlung und Krebserkrankungen nach und kam zu dem

Schluss: „Es gibt bisher noch keine schlüssige Hypothese – noch keine Vorstellung davon – wie

Handystrahlung Krebs überhaupt theoretisch auslösen könnte.“

Dennoch gibt es große Vorbehalte in der Bevölkerung. In der Umfrage des Bitkom, die dem

Handelsblatt vorab vorliegt, äußerte rund jeder zweite Befragte (45 Prozent) Sorgen aufgrund von

elektromagnetischer Strahlung von Funkmasten. Handy (15 Prozent) oder WLAN-Router (19 Prozent)

spielten hingegen eine deutlich geringere Rolle. 43 Prozent der Befragten gaben sogar an, sie würden

einen Bürgerprotest starten, sollte in ihrer Nähe ein Funkmast errichtet werden.

Bitkom-Präsident Berg sagt im Interview mit dem Handelsblatt: „Die Diskussion über mögliche

Gesundheitsschäden ist so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland werden seit 35 Jahren

Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben.“ Es sei wichtig, Sorgen ernst zu nehmen. Eine Fülle von Studien

sei jedoch zu einem klaren Schluss gekommen: Unterhalb gültiger Grenzwerte gebe es keine Belege,

dass Mobilfunk die Gesundheit schädigt.

Lesen Sie hier  das komplet te Inter view:

Herr Berg, was sehen Sie als wichtigsten Grund für die große Skepsis gegenüber 5G?

Die Diskussion über mögliche Gesundheitsschäden ist so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland

werden seit 35 Jahren Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben. 86 Prozent der Deutschen ab 16 Jahren

nutzen ein Handy oder ein Smartphone. Aktuell sind 143 Millionen SIM-Karten aktiviert, das sind 1,7

pro Einwohner. Trotz Tausender wissenschaftlicher Untersuchungen gibt es weltweit keine Belege für

eine Gesundheitsgefahr unterhalb der geltenden Grenzwerte. Dennoch kommen die diffusen Ängste

mit jeder neuen Mobilfunkgeneration wieder neu auf. Inzwischen hat sich eine regelrechte Industrie

darum gebildet, von Beratern für besorgte Mieter und Eigenheimbesitzer bis hin zu Herstellern von

Materialien, Geräten und Anlagen, die angeblich vor elektromagnetischen Feldern schützen. Oft

werden Falschinformationen geschürt, die sich in sozialen Netzwerken breit verteilen.

Wie beurteilen Sie die Sorgen um gesundheitliche Auswirkungen von Mobilfunkstrahlung –

insbesondere bei 5G?

Die Sorgen nehmen wir ernst. Mir ist klar, dass die Menschen Angst vor Dingen haben, die sie nicht

verstehen und die sie in diesem Fall auch nicht sehen oder anfassen können. Verstärkend kommt

hinzu, dass man von „Strahlung“ spricht – ein Begriff, bei dem jeder zunächst einmal nukleare

Strahlung oder Röntgenstrahlung assoziiert, und da gehen dann die roten Lampen an. So entstehen

diffuse Ängste, und sie gehen so weit, dass Menschen Krankheitssymptome in der Nähe neuer

Funkmasten angeben, die noch gar nicht in Betrieb sind. Dem können wir nur mit einem Höchstmaß

an Sachlichkeit und Wissenschaftlichkeit begegnen. Zur Wirkung der elektromagnetischen Felder im

Frequenzbereich des Mobilfunks gibt es eine sehr große Anzahl von wissenschaftlichen Studien.

Viele davon basieren auf experimentellen Untersuchungen oder epidemiologischen Studien. Ihre

Erkenntnisse sind auch für die derzeit für 5G zur Verfügung stehenden Frequenzen aussagekräftig:

Unterhalb der gültigen Grenzwerte gibt es demnach keine Belege für eine gesundheitsschädigende

Wirkung des Mobilfunks – auch wenn das einigen nicht gefällt.

Es gibt Klagen über schlechte Netzabdeckung in Deutschland, gleichzeitig wollen viele Bürger keine

Antennen in ihrer Nähe haben – wie lässt sich dieser Widerspruch auflösen?

Auch dieses Phänomen ist nicht neu. Not in my backyard – das dürfte so alt sein wie die Menschheit.

Etwas absurd wird es dort, wo sich viele Anti-Mobilfunk-Initiativen über Smartphone und Messenger-

Dienste organisieren. Auch hier müssen wir wissenschaftlich argumentieren, um zumindest

diejenigen zu erreichen, die an einer sachlichen Auseinandersetzung Interesse haben. Und

denjenigen, die nicht der Wissenschaft, sondern der Verschwörungstheorie folgen, denen müssen wir

als Gesellschaft klare Kante zeigen: Deutschland braucht erstklassige und flächendeckende

Mobilfunknetze. Dass dies auch für die Aufrechterhaltung der Gesundheitsversorgung und

zwischenmenschlichen Kommunikation herausragend wichtig ist, erfahren wir gerade in der

Coronakrise.

„ Dialogformate werden dr ingend benötigt“

In Großbritannien und anderen Ländern gab es Attacken auf Mobilfunkmasten. Fürchten Sie

ähnliche Aktionen auch in Deutschland?

Das fürchte ich nicht nur, das gibt es schon, auch in Deutschland. Gerade erst haben Autonome

mitten in Berlin einen Brandanschlag auf ein Telekommunikationsnetz verübt. Unsere Studie zeigt,

dass die Vorbehalte gegenüber dem Mobilfunkausbau in Deutschland groß sind. Wir müssen das

Wissen über den Mobilfunk und damit die Akzeptanz von Funkanlagen nachhaltig steigern. Dafür

sind alle in der Pflicht: Wirtschaft, wissenschaftliche Institute, Politik und die Verwaltungen vor Ort.

Jeder ist aufgefordert, Verschwörungstheorien entschieden entgegenzutreten.

Neben Mobilfunkgegnern erwägen sowohl rechte als auch linke Gruppen in Europa gezielte

Attacken auf kritische Infrastruktur – müssten Netzbetreiber Vorsorgen treffen, um mögliche

Attacken zu unterbinden?

Die Netzbetreiber treffen schon heute umfangreiche Vorkehrungen, um die Sicherheit und

Verfügbarkeit der Netze sicherzustellen. Hierzu zählen technische wie auch organisatorische

Sicherheitsmechanismen. Dennoch ist bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Fläche ausgebaut sind, nicht

auszuschließen, dass sie erfolgreich angegriffen werden können. In solchen Fällen muss mit

Nachdruck ermittelt werden. Und wer solche Anschläge plant oder verübt, muss wissen und spüren,

dass er damit unsere Sicherheit und letztlich Menschenleben gefährdet.

Welche Auswirkungen sehen Sie durch die Corona-Pandemie auf den Mobilfunkausbau in

Deutschland?

Der Mobilfunkausbau wird durch die derzeit geltenden Reisebeschränkungen beeinträchtigt.

Ausländische Arbeitskräfte im Bauwesen können nicht einreisen. Lieferketten sind unterbrochen.

Auch können aktuell keine Dialogformate stattfinden, die dringend benötigt werden, um die

Bevölkerung vor Ort zu informieren und so Akzeptanz für den Ausbau zu schaffen. Nicht zuletzt sind

viele Verwaltungen seit einigen Wochen nur bedingt handlungsfähig, weil es etwa an IT oder digitalen

Prozessen mangelt. Schon vor Corona hatten wir bundesweit 1.500 überfällige Verfahren bei der

Suche und Genehmigung von Mobilfunkstandorten. Jetzt, mit Corona, wird die Zahl steigen.

Mehr: Zu viele Funklöcher in Deutschland: Die Netzagentur attestiert den drei Mobilfunkanbietern,

die Ausbauverpflichtungen nicht erfüllt zu haben. Sollten sie nicht nachbessern, drohen

Strafzahlungen.

THEMEN DES ARTIKELS

Viele Bü rger mi ss trauen 5G-Mobilfunk

Mobilfunk

Rep räsent a ti ve Bef ragung in Deutschland

In Deutschland wi rd das Mobilfunknetz ausgebaut. Dafür

we rden wei t e re Funkma sten errich tet. W ie s t ehen Sie

zur Errichtung von Funkma st en für den Ausbau des

Mobilfunknet ze s?

Absolut dafür

Eher dafür

Eher dagegen

Absolut dagegen
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Inwi ew eit s timmen Sie folgenden Aussagen über den

Mobilfun kausbau zu oder nicht zu?

Funkma sten

Mikrow elle

Ele kt roin stall a tion im Haushalt

Compu ter-Bildschirm

WLAN- Rou ter

Handy

Sicherheit sschleusen am Flugha fen

Drahtloses Fe stnetz tele fon

Fernseher

Blue tooth

Ich fü rch te ande re Quellen

Ich fü rch te keine ele kt romagnetische St rahlung

Ich wü rde einen Bü rgerp ro te st s tar ten, wenn in

meiner Nähe Funkma sten errich tet we rden sollen

Ich wü rde aus meiner Wohnung au sziehen, wenn der

Vermie ter eine Fun kan tenne am Haus anbringen lä ss t

Ich wä re be reit, ein Teil meines Eigentums – Haus oder

Grund stück – für den Mobilfun kausbau zur Verfügung

zu s tellen

Ich befür wor te den Mobilfun kausbau, möch te aber

keinen Funkma sten in der Nähe meiner Wohnung

oder meines Grund stücks

Is t ele kt romagnetische St rahlung ein Thema,

mit dem Sie sich beschäftige n?

Ja, damit habe ich mich be reits in tensiv beschäftigt

Ja, damit habe ich mich be reits beschäftigt

Nein, damit habe ich mich noch nicht beschäftigt

Welche der folgenden Quellen fü rch ten Sie au fgrund

ih rer ele kt romagnetischen St rahlung

(Mehr fachnennungen möglich)?

Corona-Graffiti

An einer Wand in Kensington in Großbritannien stellt ein Graffito einen Zusammenhang zwischen

der Corona-Pandemie und dem 5G-Mobilfunk her.

(Foto: REUTERS)
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Attacken auf 5G-Masten. Auch in Deutschland wird vor Anschlägen gewarnt.
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Düsseldorf.  Als die ersten Brandanschläge auf 5G-Mobilfunkantennen in Großbritannien verübt

wurden, nahmen allenfalls Experten davon Notiz. Doch innerhalb weniger Wochen hat sich die Lage

geändert. In Großbritannien wurden bereits mehr als 60 Mobilfunkantennen in Brand gesteckt.

Ähnliche Attacken registrierten mittlerweile auch Behörden in den Niederlanden, Zypern oder Irland.

Hintergrund der Angriffe ist eine Verschwörungstheorie, die in Europa seit einigen Wochen immer

mehr Verbreitung findet. In Online-Foren behaupten Menschen, es gebe einen direkten

Zusammenhang zwischen dem Ausbruch des Coronavirus und dem Ausbau des neuesten

Mobilfunkstandards 5G.

Es gibt sehr unterschiedliche Argumentationen. In vielen Darstellungen wird der Zusammenhang

hergestellt, weil der Zeitpunkt der Corona-Pandemie mit dem Ausbau des 5G-Mobilfunks

zusammenfällt. Manche Theorien behaupten, 5G-Strahlung töte Menschen und die Corona-

Pandemie sei eine Kampagne, um die Todeszahlen zu vertuschen. Andere Theorien behaupten, 5G

schwäche das Immunsystem und erleichtere damit die Verbreitung des Virus.

Wissenschaftler und Experten halten dagegen. Simon Clarke, Zellbiologe der Universität von Reading,

bezeichnete den von 5G-Gegnern behaupteten Zusammenhang, die Technik schwäche das

Immunsystem, als „völligen Quatsch“. Strahlung könne zwar Zellen erhitzen, sagte er im Interview mit

der BBC. Mobilfunkstrahlung reiche aber nicht aus, einen Einfluss auf das Immunsystem zu haben.

Ähnlich hatte sich zuvor auch das Bundesamt für Strahlenschutz geäußert.

5G-Mobilfunkstandard
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Bundesnetzagentur
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Dennoch steigt auch in Deutschland die Sorge vor Anschlägen. Der Präsident des Digitalverbandes

Bitkom, Achim Berg, sagte: „Gerade erst haben Autonome mitten in Berlin einen Brandanschlag auf

ein Telekommunikationsnetz verübt.“ Berg sagte, die Betreiber träfen zwar immer Vorkehrungen, um

ihre Netze zu schützen. „Dennoch ist bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Fläche ausgebaut sind, nicht

auszuschließen, dass sie erfolgreich angegriffen werden können.“

Die Netzbetreiber in Deutschland beobachten die Situation. Ein Vodafone -Sprecher sagte: „In

Großbritannien kam es zuletzt in einigen Fällen zur Beschädigung einzelner Standorte der TK-

Infrastruktur, weil Einzelpersonen einen Zusammenhang zwischen 5G und dem Coronavirus

konstruieren.“ Der Sprecher betonte: „Es gibt keinerlei wissenschaftliche Hinweise oder Belege für

diese Behauptungen. 5G ist ebenso wie seine Vorgänger-Technologien eine sichere Sache.“

Das Unternehmen nehme konstruktive Kritik von besorgten Menschen ernst. „Wir führen einen

offenen Austausch auch mit Mobilfunk-Kritikern“, sagte der Sprecher. „Fälle, bei denen die

Infrastruktur durch Vandalismus beeinträchtigt wurde, sind uns momentan in Deutschland nicht

bekannt.“ Deshalb würden derzeit auch keine zusätzlichen Sicherheitsmaßnamen erhoben.

Große Skepsis gegenüber dem Netzausbau

Ähnlich äußerten sich auch die anderen Netzbetreiber. „Die Beschädigung von Mobilfunkstandorten

etwa durch Brandstiftung kommt hierzulande glücklicherweise sehr selten vor und dabei handelt es

sich in der Mehrheit um reinen Vandalismus“, sagte eine Telefónica-Sprecherin. „Eine Zunahme

sehen wir aktuell nicht, weshalb auch keine zusätzlichen Schutzmaßnahmen erfolgen.“

Bei der Telekom hieß es: „Es gibt durchaus immer wieder einmal Fälle von Vandalismus“, sagte eine

Telekom-Sprecherin . „Aktuell stellen wir aber bei uns keine Veränderung fest.“

Die Entwicklung fällt in eine Zeit, in der es ohnehin eine große Skepsis gegenüber dem Netzausbau

in Deutschland gibt. Der Digitalverband Bitkom führte eine repräsentative Befragung durch. Darin

sprach sich fast jeder Zweite (48 Prozent) gegen den Aufbau neuer Mobilfunkmasten aus. Dabei

hatte die Bundesnetzagentur erst vor wenigen Tagen festgestellt, dass Telekom, Vodafone und

Telefónica im Ausbau ihrer Netze in Deutschland hinter den Mindestanforderungen zurückhängen

und es weiter zu viele Funklöcher gibt.

Seit Jahren beschäftigen sich wissenschaftliche Studien mit der Frage, ob und welchen Einfluss

Mobilfunkstrahlung auf Menschen hat. Die Stiftung Warentest fasste kürzlich viele der verfügbaren

Untersuchungen zusammen. Bei der Analyse kam die Verbraucherorganisation zu dem Schluss: „Die

Forschungserkenntnisse liefern kaum einen Grund zur Sorge.“

ARD-Wissenschaftsjournalistin Mai Thi Nguyen-Kim ging in einer Recherche konkreter einem

möglichen Zusammenhang von Mobilfunkstrahlung und Krebserkrankungen nach und kam zu dem

Schluss: „Es gibt bisher noch keine schlüssige Hypothese – noch keine Vorstellung davon – wie

Handystrahlung Krebs überhaupt theoretisch auslösen könnte.“

Dennoch gibt es große Vorbehalte in der Bevölkerung. In der Umfrage des Bitkom, die dem

Handelsblatt vorab vorliegt, äußerte rund jeder zweite Befragte (45 Prozent) Sorgen aufgrund von

elektromagnetischer Strahlung von Funkmasten. Handy (15 Prozent) oder WLAN-Router (19 Prozent)

spielten hingegen eine deutlich geringere Rolle. 43 Prozent der Befragten gaben sogar an, sie würden

einen Bürgerprotest starten, sollte in ihrer Nähe ein Funkmast errichtet werden.

Bitkom-Präsident Berg sagt im Interview mit dem Handelsblatt: „Die Diskussion über mögliche

Gesundheitsschäden ist so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland werden seit 35 Jahren

Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben.“ Es sei wichtig, Sorgen ernst zu nehmen. Eine Fülle von Studien

sei jedoch zu einem klaren Schluss gekommen: Unterhalb gültiger Grenzwerte gebe es keine Belege,

dass Mobilfunk die Gesundheit schädigt.

Lesen Sie hier  das komplet te Inter view:

Herr Berg, was sehen Sie als wichtigsten Grund für die große Skepsis gegenüber 5G?

Die Diskussion über mögliche Gesundheitsschäden ist so alt wie die ersten Handys. In Deutschland

werden seit 35 Jahren Mobilfunknetze mit Erfolg betrieben. 86 Prozent der Deutschen ab 16 Jahren

nutzen ein Handy oder ein Smartphone. Aktuell sind 143 Millionen SIM-Karten aktiviert, das sind 1,7

pro Einwohner. Trotz Tausender wissenschaftlicher Untersuchungen gibt es weltweit keine Belege für

eine Gesundheitsgefahr unterhalb der geltenden Grenzwerte. Dennoch kommen die diffusen Ängste

mit jeder neuen Mobilfunkgeneration wieder neu auf. Inzwischen hat sich eine regelrechte Industrie

darum gebildet, von Beratern für besorgte Mieter und Eigenheimbesitzer bis hin zu Herstellern von

Materialien, Geräten und Anlagen, die angeblich vor elektromagnetischen Feldern schützen. Oft

werden Falschinformationen geschürt, die sich in sozialen Netzwerken breit verteilen.

Wie beurteilen Sie die Sorgen um gesundheitliche Auswirkungen von Mobilfunkstrahlung –

insbesondere bei 5G?

Die Sorgen nehmen wir ernst. Mir ist klar, dass die Menschen Angst vor Dingen haben, die sie nicht

verstehen und die sie in diesem Fall auch nicht sehen oder anfassen können. Verstärkend kommt

hinzu, dass man von „Strahlung“ spricht – ein Begriff, bei dem jeder zunächst einmal nukleare

Strahlung oder Röntgenstrahlung assoziiert, und da gehen dann die roten Lampen an. So entstehen

diffuse Ängste, und sie gehen so weit, dass Menschen Krankheitssymptome in der Nähe neuer

Funkmasten angeben, die noch gar nicht in Betrieb sind. Dem können wir nur mit einem Höchstmaß

an Sachlichkeit und Wissenschaftlichkeit begegnen. Zur Wirkung der elektromagnetischen Felder im

Frequenzbereich des Mobilfunks gibt es eine sehr große Anzahl von wissenschaftlichen Studien.

Viele davon basieren auf experimentellen Untersuchungen oder epidemiologischen Studien. Ihre

Erkenntnisse sind auch für die derzeit für 5G zur Verfügung stehenden Frequenzen aussagekräftig:

Unterhalb der gültigen Grenzwerte gibt es demnach keine Belege für eine gesundheitsschädigende

Wirkung des Mobilfunks – auch wenn das einigen nicht gefällt.

Es gibt Klagen über schlechte Netzabdeckung in Deutschland, gleichzeitig wollen viele Bürger keine

Antennen in ihrer Nähe haben – wie lässt sich dieser Widerspruch auflösen?

Auch dieses Phänomen ist nicht neu. Not in my backyard – das dürfte so alt sein wie die Menschheit.

Etwas absurd wird es dort, wo sich viele Anti-Mobilfunk-Initiativen über Smartphone und Messenger-

Dienste organisieren. Auch hier müssen wir wissenschaftlich argumentieren, um zumindest

diejenigen zu erreichen, die an einer sachlichen Auseinandersetzung Interesse haben. Und

denjenigen, die nicht der Wissenschaft, sondern der Verschwörungstheorie folgen, denen müssen wir

als Gesellschaft klare Kante zeigen: Deutschland braucht erstklassige und flächendeckende

Mobilfunknetze. Dass dies auch für die Aufrechterhaltung der Gesundheitsversorgung und

zwischenmenschlichen Kommunikation herausragend wichtig ist, erfahren wir gerade in der

Coronakrise.

„ Dialogformate werden dr ingend benötigt“

In Großbritannien und anderen Ländern gab es Attacken auf Mobilfunkmasten. Fürchten Sie

ähnliche Aktionen auch in Deutschland?

Das fürchte ich nicht nur, das gibt es schon, auch in Deutschland. Gerade erst haben Autonome

mitten in Berlin einen Brandanschlag auf ein Telekommunikationsnetz verübt. Unsere Studie zeigt,

dass die Vorbehalte gegenüber dem Mobilfunkausbau in Deutschland groß sind. Wir müssen das

Wissen über den Mobilfunk und damit die Akzeptanz von Funkanlagen nachhaltig steigern. Dafür

sind alle in der Pflicht: Wirtschaft, wissenschaftliche Institute, Politik und die Verwaltungen vor Ort.

Jeder ist aufgefordert, Verschwörungstheorien entschieden entgegenzutreten.

Neben Mobilfunkgegnern erwägen sowohl rechte als auch linke Gruppen in Europa gezielte

Attacken auf kritische Infrastruktur – müssten Netzbetreiber Vorsorgen treffen, um mögliche

Attacken zu unterbinden?

Die Netzbetreiber treffen schon heute umfangreiche Vorkehrungen, um die Sicherheit und

Verfügbarkeit der Netze sicherzustellen. Hierzu zählen technische wie auch organisatorische

Sicherheitsmechanismen. Dennoch ist bei Infrastrukturen, die in der Fläche ausgebaut sind, nicht

auszuschließen, dass sie erfolgreich angegriffen werden können. In solchen Fällen muss mit

Nachdruck ermittelt werden. Und wer solche Anschläge plant oder verübt, muss wissen und spüren,

dass er damit unsere Sicherheit und letztlich Menschenleben gefährdet.

Welche Auswirkungen sehen Sie durch die Corona-Pandemie auf den Mobilfunkausbau in

Deutschland?

Der Mobilfunkausbau wird durch die derzeit geltenden Reisebeschränkungen beeinträchtigt.

Ausländische Arbeitskräfte im Bauwesen können nicht einreisen. Lieferketten sind unterbrochen.

Auch können aktuell keine Dialogformate stattfinden, die dringend benötigt werden, um die

Bevölkerung vor Ort zu informieren und so Akzeptanz für den Ausbau zu schaffen. Nicht zuletzt sind

viele Verwaltungen seit einigen Wochen nur bedingt handlungsfähig, weil es etwa an IT oder digitalen

Prozessen mangelt. Schon vor Corona hatten wir bundesweit 1.500 überfällige Verfahren bei der

Suche und Genehmigung von Mobilfunkstandorten. Jetzt, mit Corona, wird die Zahl steigen.

Mehr: Zu viele Funklöcher in Deutschland: Die Netzagentur attestiert den drei Mobilfunkanbietern,

die Ausbauverpflichtungen nicht erfüllt zu haben. Sollten sie nicht nachbessern, drohen

Strafzahlungen.
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Viele Bü rger mi ss trauen 5G-Mobilfunk

Mobilfunk

Rep räsent a ti ve Bef ragung in Deutschland

In Deutschland wi rd das Mobilfunknetz ausgebaut. Dafür

we rden wei t e re Funkma sten errich tet. W ie s t ehen Sie

zur Errichtung von Funkma st en für den Ausbau des

Mobilfunknet ze s?

Absolut dafür

Eher dafür

Eher dagegen

Absolut dagegen
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Inwi ew eit s timmen Sie folgenden Aussagen über den

Mobilfun kausbau zu oder nicht zu?

Funkma sten

Mikrow elle

Ele kt roin stall a tion im Haushalt

Compu ter-Bildschirm

WLAN- Rou ter

Handy

Sicherheit sschleusen am Flugha fen

Drahtloses Fe stnetz tele fon

Fernseher

Blue tooth

Ich fü rch te ande re Quellen

Ich fü rch te keine ele kt romagnetische St rahlung

Ich wü rde einen Bü rgerp ro te st s tar ten, wenn in

meiner Nähe Funkma sten errich tet we rden sollen

Ich wü rde aus meiner Wohnung au sziehen, wenn der

Vermie ter eine Fun kan tenne am Haus anbringen lä ss t

Ich wä re be reit, ein Teil meines Eigentums – Haus oder

Grund stück – für den Mobilfun kausbau zur Verfügung

zu s tellen

Ich befür wor te den Mobilfun kausbau, möch te aber

keinen Funkma sten in der Nähe meiner Wohnung

oder meines Grund stücks

Is t ele kt romagnetische St rahlung ein Thema,

mit dem Sie sich beschäftige n?

Ja, damit habe ich mich be reits in tensiv beschäftigt

Ja, damit habe ich mich be reits beschäftigt

Nein, damit habe ich mich noch nicht beschäftigt

Welche der folgenden Quellen fü rch ten Sie au fgrund

ih rer ele kt romagnetischen St rahlung

(Mehr fachnennungen möglich)?

Corona-Graffiti

An einer Wand in Kensington in Großbritannien stellt ein Graffito einen Zusammenhang zwischen

der Corona-Pandemie und dem 5G-Mobilfunk her.

(Foto: REUTERS)
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Demonstrationen wegen Corona

Keiner protestiert wie die Deutschen

In vielen deutschen Städten gehen seit Wochen Menschen auf die Straße, um gegen 

die Einschränkungen wegen der Corona-Pandemie zu demonstrieren. Es ist eine 

bunte Mischung aus Bürgern, die um ihre Freiheitsrechte bangen, Impfgegnern, 

notorischen Merkel-Kritikern, Verschwörungstheoretikern, die dunkle Mächte hinter 

dem Virus vermuten - und Rechtsextremisten, die die Stimmung für ihre Zwecke zu 

instrumentalisieren suchen, wie der Verfassungsschutz warnt. Wie ist die Stimmung 

in anderen europäischen Ländern? Gehen auch dort so viele Menschen gegen die 

Einschränkungen auf die Straße? Unsere Korrespondenten geben einen Überblick. 

 

In Österreich nimmt die Wut zu - auf Kurz 

 

In Österreich ist der Schulterschluss der Parteien längst Vergangenheit, die 

Opposition kritisiert lebhaft die Corona-Maßnahmen der "türkis-grünen" Regierung 

unter Bundeskanzler Sebastian Kurz (ÖVP). Es hat sogar schon einen Rücktritt 

gegeben: Ulrike Lunacek (Grüne), für Kultur zuständige Staatssekretärin, zog damit 

vergangene Woche die Konsequenz aus der Kritik an ihrem Vorgehen in der Corona-

Krise, das vor allem in der (eigentlich überwiegend Grün-affinen) Kunstszene für 

Empörung gesorgt hatte. Auf der Straße hat sich diese Stimmung aber noch kaum 

entladen, und auch in den Umfragen bleiben die Regierungsparteien auf einem 

Höhenflug. 

 

Es gab in den vergangenen Wochen in Wien eine Handvoll Demonstrationen, teils 

mit einigen hundert Teilnehmern. Eine wurde wegen Nichteinhaltung von 

Abstandsauflagen durch die Polizei aufgelöst. Am vergangenen Wochenende fand in 

Klagenfurt eine Demonstration gegen die Politik der Bundesregierung und einen 

angeblich bevorstehenden "Impfzwang" statt; es wurden auch Transparente gegen 

den Mobilfunkstandard 5G und gegen Bill Gates entrollt. Die Demonstration wurde 

per Auto-Corso mit etwa 350 Teilnehmern in 150 Fahrzeugen abgehalten. Die Polizei 

meldete keine Zwischenfälle. Vergangene Woche demonstrierten einige hundert 

Teilnehmer (nach Angaben der Veranstalter 900) vor dem Bundeskanzleramt am 

Wiener Ballhausplatz. Auch hier sah die Polizei keinen Anlass zum Einschreiten, 

doch wurde hinterher Kritik - auch durch Regierungsmitglieder - an einem 

Transparent laut, auf dem es unter Anspielung auf die berüchtigte Auschwitz-KZ-

Inschrift hieß "Impfen macht frei". 

 

Politisch versucht vor allem die rechte FPÖ die Stimmung dieser Demonstranten 

aufzugreifen. Sie hat für kommenden Mittwoch eine Kundgebung am Wiener 

Heldenplatz gegen den "Corona-Wahnsinn" angekündigt. "Es geht längst nicht mehr 

um die Gesundheit der Österreicher, es geht nur mehr um den Ausbau der Macht 

von ÖVP-Bundeskanzler Sebastian Kurz - koste es, was es wolle", äußerte der 

Wiener FPÖ-Landesvorsitzende Dominik Nepp. Die Demonstration sei angemeldet 

und genehmigt, man werde auf das Einhalten der Vorgaben (etwa 

Sicherheitsabstände) "besonderen Wert" legen, hieß es. (löw.) 

 

Briten protestieren gegen die "Tyrannei" 

 

Schon seit einiger Zeit wird in Großbritannien in sozialen Medien zu Protesten gegen 

den Lockdown aufgerufen. In der vorletzten Woche löste die Polizei erstmals eine 

kleine Schar auf, die im Londoner Regierungsviertel demonstrierte. Für das 

Wochenende hatte dann eine Gruppe namens "UK Freedom Movement" zu 

"Massenversammlungen" in verschiedenen Städten aufgerufen, aber die größte blieb 

die Zusammenkunft von etwa hundert Leuten im Londoner Hyde Park. 19 von ihnen 

wurden von der Polizei abgeführt, unter ihnen der Astrophysiker Piers Corbyn, ein 

Bruder des früheren Labour-Chefs Jeremy Corbyn. In Glasgow protestierten etwa 

halb so viele Menschen und wurden allesamt wegen Verstoßes gegen die - 

strengeren - schottischen Corona-Bestimmungen festgenommen. 

 

Der Ruf nach "Freiheit" und die Kritik an staatlicher "Tyrannei" standen im Mittelpunkt 

der Veranstaltungen. Einige Teilnehmer verteilten Kopien der Allgemeinen Erklärung 

der Menschenrechte. Sie konnten sich unter anderem auf den angesehenen 

Verfassungsrechtler Lord Sumption berufen, der den Lockdown als 

ungerechtfertigten Eingriff in die Bürgerrechte ablehnt. Unter solche "Liberale" 

mischten sich aber auch Verschwörungstheoretiker, Esoteriker und Impfgegner. 

Einige Plakate zogen Verbindungen vom Coronavirus zum 5G-Netzwerk des 

chinesischen Unternehmens Huawei oder zu vermeintlichen Interessen des 

amerikanischen Philantropen Bill Gates. 

 

Inwieweit an der "Bewegung" auch rechte Gruppierungen beteiligt sind, liegt bislang 

im Dunkeln. Die frühere stellvertretende Chefin von "Britain First", Jayda Fransen, 

bestritt eine Mitwirkung, beschuldigte aber Richard Inman, einen Anhänger des 

rechten Aktivisten Tommy Robinson. Inman dementierte allerdings ebenfalls jegliche 

Beteiligung. Das "UK Freedom Movement", das zu den Protesten aufgerufen hatte, 

habe mit seiner gleichnamigen Organisation nichts zu tun, tat er auf der Webseite 

der Gruppe kund. (buch.) 

 

Polen kämpft gegen Fake News über Corona 

 

In Polen haben nach Wochen großer, kaum erwarteter Disziplin in den letzten Tagen 

erste Straßenproteste mit Zwischenfällen gegen die Coronavirus-Restriktionen 

stattgefunden. In der Warschauer Innenstadt gingen zwei Mal jeweils mehrere 

hundert Menschen auf die Straße, einmal wurde der Verkehr lahmgelegt. 

Schlüsselfigur bei den Protesten und auch selbst an ihnen beteiligt ist der 

Unternehmer Pawel Tanajno, Kandidat in der bevorstehenden Präsidentenwahl, der 

bei der Wahl von 2015 0,2 Prozent der Stimmen bekommen hatte. 

 

Die Boulevardzeitung "Super Express" nannte den populistisch auftretenden, 

politisch schwer einzuordnenden Tanajno treffend den "geheimnisvollsten 

Kandidaten dieser Wahl". Die seit Herbst im Parlament vertretene "Konföderation", 

eine Kraft der radikalen Rechten, hat dagegen von der Pandemie nicht erkennbar 

profitiert. Ihr Präsidentschaftskandidat Krzysztof Bosak fordert, Polen solle "wie die 

Vereinigten Staaten" aufhören, die "nicht objektive" Weltgesundheitsorganisation 

(WHO) zu finanzieren. Die liberalen Medien räumen der Bekämpfung von Fake News 

über die Pandemie großen Raum ein. Das Portal "OKO.Press" warnt vor den starken 

"Strudeln absurder Theorien", die viele Menschen mitreißen könnten, und zitierte 

unter anderem die EU-Analyseeinheit "StratCom Task Force", die Fake News 

russischer Herkunft beobachtet. (gna.) 

 

Italiener sind "diszipliniert wie die Preußen" 

 

Am Montag ging in Italien der längste und strengste "Lockdown" und "Shutdown" 

Europas zu Ende. Nicht ganz vollständig freilich, Reisen über die Grenzen der 

zwanzig Regionen hinweg sind erst vom 3. Juni an wieder erlaubt. Seit der 

Verhängung der landesweiten Ausgangssperre am 9. März hat die Polizei mehr als 

15 Millionen Personen kontrolliert. Nur bei gut zwei Prozent von ihnen wurde ein 

Verstoß gegen das Ausgehverbot festgestellt. Mit den saftigen Strafen für die 

Übertretungen nahm der Staat immerhin 150 Millionen Euro ein. In italienischen 

Medienberichten heißt es, die Italiener hätten sich "diszipliniert wie Preußen" den per 

Notstandsdekreten verfügten Einschränkungen ihrer bürgerlichen Freiheiten 

unterworfen. 

 

Tatsächlich gab es allenfalls vereinzelte Proteste von Gastwirten und Einzelhändlern, 

die ihre Existenzgrundlage vom wochenlangen "Shutdown" bedroht sahen. 

Demonstrationen aufgebrachter Bürger gegen zehn Wochen kollektiven 

Freiheitsentzug gab es nicht. Die rechtsnationalistische Lega des früheren 

Innenministers Matteo Salvini konnte ungeachtet des zunehmend erratischen 

Krisenmanagements der Regierung kein politisches Kapital aus der Pandemie 

schlagen. Im Gegenteil: Ministerpräsident Giuseppe Conte genießt hohe 

Zustimmungswerte, Salvini und seine Partei sind in den Umfragen abgesackt. 

 

Auch die befürchteten "Hungeraufstände", zumal im Süden des Landes, blieben aus, 

obwohl die von der Regierung vollmundig versprochenen Soforthilfen für das 

wachsende Heer der Arbeitslosen und Verarmten im Gestrüpp der Bürokratie hängen 

blieben. Selbst die übergriffigsten Verfügungen einer ohne nennenswerte 

parlamentarische Kontrolle "durchregierenden" Exekutive nahmen die Italiener 

stoisch hin: So war es den Bürgern nach dem ersten Lockerungsschritt von Anfang 

Mai zwar erlaubt, wieder Verwandte bis zum sechsten Grad zu treffen, Freunde 

durften aber weiterhin nicht besucht werden. Das ist erst seit Montag wieder erlaubt. 

Seither braucht man auch keine schriftliche Selbstauskunft mehr über den Grund der 

Ortsveränderung - sofern diese innerhalb der Region des Hauptwohnsitzes erfolgt. 

(rüb.) 

 

Noch kaum Widerstand in Frankreich 

 

Im normalerweise so protestfreudigen Frankreich regt sich kaum Widerstand gegen 

die strikten Maßnahmen des "Gesundheitsnotstands", der gerade bis zum 10. Juli 

verlängert wurde. Das hat einen einfachen Grund: Das Demonstrationsrecht ist durch 

die Sondergesetzgebung stark eingeschränkt worden. 

Demonstrationsgenehmigungen werden derzeit nicht erteilt. Wer dennoch auf die 

Straße geht wie am Samstag versprengte Gruppen von Gelbwesten-Protestlern in 

Toulouse, Lyon und Montpellier, muss mit Festnahme und Geldbuße rechnen. 

 

Die ohnehin schon starke Polizeipräsenz in den französischen Großstädten wurde 

am Samstag noch erhöht, um Menschenansammlungen zu verhindern. In der 

Bevölkerung wächst dabei die Wut über die repressive Politik. (mic.) 

 

Spaniens Reiche protestieren gegen linke Regierung 

 

Es sind nicht tausende Demonstranten, wie in Deutschland. Aber in Spanien weiten 

sich die Straßenproteste jeden Abend weiter aus. Zuvor hatten Menschen abends an 

ihren Fenstern und auf den Balkonen immer wieder auf Töpfe und Pfannen 

geschlagen, um die Corona-Politik der linken Regierung zu kritisieren und ihren 

Rücktritt zu fordern. Vor zehn Tagen begannen die ersten Spanier, in Madrid auf die 

Straßen zu gehen. Sie folgten Aufrufen in den sozialen Netzwerken. 

 

Bis heute konzentrieren sie sich auf mehrere Madrider Stadtteile, in denen Menschen 

mit den höchsten Einkommen im ganzen Lande leben, zum Beispiel im Salamanca-

Viertel, Aravaca und El Viso. Viele wählen dort die konservative Volkspartei PP und 

die rechtspopulistische Vox-Partei, die Verständnis für den Unmut der 

Demonstranten äußern, die oft die spanische Nationalflagge dabei haben, ohne 

selbst dazu aufzurufen - sie müssten mit empfindlichen Geldstrafen rechnen. Zu den 

Unterstützern zählt auch die katholisch-fundamentalistische Organisation "Hazte Oír" 

(Verschaff Dir Gehör), die sich sonst gegen Abtreibung und gleichgeschlechtliche 

Ehen engagiert. Ein großes Polizeiaufgebot steht jeden Abend bereit, greift aber nur 

sporadisch ein, wenn das Abstandsgebot nicht eingehalten wird. 

 

Am Samstag will Vox mit Auto-Demonstrationen in allen Provinzhauptstädten 

dagegen demonstrieren, dass die Regierung die Bürger als "Geiseln" genommen 

habe. Nach mehr als 28.000 Toten wächst zwar die Ungeduld. Aber laut Umfragen 

hält eine deutliche Mehrheit der Spanier die strengen Ausgangsbeschränkungen 

weiterhin für nötig. Sie reichen viel weiter als jemals in Deutschland und sollen erst 

bis Ende Juni schrittweise gelockert werden. (hcr.) 

 

Niederländer sehen Verbindung von Corona zu 5G 

 

Ende April demonstrierten 200 Personen vor dem Haager Parlament gegen 

Beschränkungen des öffentlichen Lebens. Sie hielten Banner hoch, die sich gegen 

"Angstmacherei", Impfungen und den Aufbau eines 5G-Netzes wendeten. Im Internet 

warnten die Organisatoren vor einem "totalitären Staat" und einer "Zensur-

Kampagne" gegen "jeden, der eine Frage zu Covid-19 und der möglichen Beziehung 

zu 5G stellt". Der neue Mobilfunkstandard wurde Ende April für die ersten Kunden 

freigeschaltet. Proteste dagegen gibt es in den Niederlanden schon seit längerem, 

doch im Zuge der Corona-Krise finden die nicht mehr nur friedlich statt. 

 

Seit Anfang April hat es über zwanzig Brandanschläge auf Mobilfunkmasten 

gegeben, mehr waren es in Europa nur im Vereinigten Königreich. Drei Verdächtige 

wurden von der Polizei festgenommen, sie bestreiten die Tat. Über die Motive 

können die Ermittler deshalb keine gesicherten Angaben machen. Doch deutet viel 

darauf hin, dass die Anschläge mit Verschwörungstheorien zusammenhängen, die im 

Internet kursieren. Zunächst hieß es, die Funksignale seien so stark, dass sie 

Menschen und Tieren schadeten. Wissenschaftliche Belege gibt es dafür nicht. 

 

Ende Januar tauchte dann erstmals die Behauptung auf, der neue Mobilfunkstandard 

schwäche das Immunsystem und führe zur Ausbreitung des Coronavirus. Zum 

"Beleg" wurde darauf verwiesen, dass Wuhan die erste chinesische Stadt sei, in der 

ein 5G-Netz aufgebaut werde - was ebenfalls nicht zutrifft. Manche Prominente wie 

der amerikanische Schauspieler Woody Harrelson verbreiteten diese "Theorie". 

Anfang April kam es dann, fast gleichzeitig, zu den ersten Brandanschlägen in 

Birmingham, Liverpool, Belfast und drei niederländischen Städten. In mehreren 

Fällen wurden allerdings gar nicht neue Masten angegriffen, sondern solche, mit 

denen das heutige 4G-Netz betrieben wird. (T.G.)
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