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Abstract
The development initiative Team Europe, founded initially as a response to Covid-19, is one
of the latest institutions of the European Union. Beyond responding to Covid-19, the EU
intends to permanently incorporate TE to coordinate foreign development actions. This thesis
explores the complex dynamics of norm formation and the integration process of Team
Europe within the theoretical context of European integration. Theoretical constructs such as
norms diffusion and three leading European integration theories form the research foundation
to form competing hypotheses. By analysing the applicability and explanatory capacity of
three European integration theories -Neo-Functionalism, New Intergovernmentalism, and
Discursive Institutionalism- this research seeks to further the theoretical understanding of
European integration and illuminate Team Europe's norm formation. Based on three
exemplary countries -Sweden, Germany and France- discourse analysis was used as the
primary research methodology to analyse the countries’ normative meaning around
fundamental norms and related issue areas. While not finding conclusive evidence to reject or
accept one integration theory, the thesis brought to light some interesting findings. The
results of this thesis indicate that there is only minimal normative overlap between France's
foreign policy, which is centred on connections with its former colonies, and the universalist
approach inspired by feminist foreign policy by Germany and Sweden. This corresponds
most closely to New Intergovernmentalism. This finding adds to research around European
institutions as it adds to the academic discussion of the different European integration
theories while also raising questions of whether development aid is driven more by interests
or ideas.

Keywords: European Union, Team Europe, norm diffusion, European integration,
development aid
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Team Europe: A Comparative Discourse Analysis of European Norm Formation and 

Integration Theories 
 

1. Introduction  
1.1 Team Europe: The European Union’s New Approach to Official Development 

Assistance  
 The Covid-19 pandemic challenged the European Union's (EU) existing institutions 
and therefore contributed to accelerating the development of new institutions and 
organizational instruments. The pandemic marks a significant point in global development, 
extending from an international health emergency to a more significant social, economic, and 
political disaster (Burni et al., 2022). On January 28, 2020, the Council of Europe activated 
the integrated political crisis response mechanism, the first coordinated response to Covid-19, 
which functioned as a short-term tool to coordinate the political reaction to big cross-sectoral 
and complex crises (Goniewicz et al., 2020). Besides this, another new instrument or 
approach, "Team Europe" (TE), was developed in this decisive circumstance. TE, which was 
started in April 2020, is a unified effort to give short-term funding during the epidemic 
(Keijzer et al., 2021) and was envisioned as an alternative to governments focusing on their 
countries' pandemic relief above finding a comprehensive European and global solution 
(Burni et al., 2022). The EU's actions were represented as a unified framework of action, 
bringing together resources from all internal EU bodies, EU member countries, the European 
Investment Bank (EIB), and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) (Keijzer et al., 2021). Beyond the reaction to the Covid-19 outbreak, the EU plans to 
permanently integrate the strategy to strengthen the coordination of actions. This 
development towards being a permanent approach rather than just a Covid-19 response is 
titled a "moving target" by Keijzer et al. (2021, p.1). TE seeks to improve the effectiveness 



2  

  

and impact of the EU's development assistance by gathering various European parties 
involved in development cooperation (Team Europe Initiatives, 2022). Titled Team Europe 
Initiatives (TEIs), 168 large-scale projects are currently executed to provide tangible, 
transformative effects in countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia 
and Pacific, the European neighbourhood and Africa (Team Europe, n.d.). As the TE 
development approach is a project targeted to change how European nations conduct 
development aid together, further research is needed to assess this new player's characteristics 
in the development assistance world. This new powerful entity aims to promote European 
norms while protecting its interests (Team Europe, n.d.). As the EU is a "norm community 
consisting of actors that share expectations about appropriate behaviour as well as norms that 
define this understanding of appropriateness" (Björkdahl, 2012, p. 83), the focus on norms in 
development assistance will be the focus of this thesis. Hence, this research will focus on 
TE's norm formation, specifically, how the national norms are integrated into the broader 
institutional framework. As TE was founded in 2020, there is no research on that specific 
topic yet, making it a valuable addition to European Studies and International Relations. In 
the following section, the research question will be described. Furthermore, the relevance of 
such research will be highlighted. 
 

1.2 Research Question 
 In order to comprehend the norm formation process, this thesis utilizes three theories 
of European integration and applies them to the norm formation of TE. For their popularity 
and academic recognition the theories of Neo-Functionalism and New Intergovernmentalism 
were selected. Additionally, Discursive Institutionalism was chosen. For each of these 
theories, competing hypotheses were formulated to identify patterns in qualitative data. In 
order to find data, a discourse analysis of national norms was conducted to find normative 
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overlap between national normative meanings. Further specifications of the research question 
will be made in the method section of this thesis. For these reasons following research 
question was formulated:  

RQ: To what extent does discourse analysis support the theory of Neo-Functionalism, New 
Intergovernmentalism, or Discursive Institutionalism and explain the norm integration 

process of Team Europe? 
 

1.3 Relevance of Research 
 In explanations of global politics, norms were framed as an alternative to rationalist 
and materialist factors (Hoffmann, 2010). This is especially true for the EU, which wants to 
identify itself as a superpower whose impact is based on its ability to develop laws or 
behavioural norms with a global appeal rather than its forces of arms (Cohen-Tanugi, 2021). 
Another development program of the EU, the European Neighborhood Policy, was criticized 
for its hard conditionality for the assistance of European values and norms (Haglund-
Morrissey, 2007). Considering such a criticized policy, there would be intrinsic value to 
conducting research about the norm formation and the promotion of this norm. By analysing 
their relevance and explanatory power in the context of norm creation and the integration 
process of TE, this thesis adds to the academic understanding of European integration 
theories. Understanding the dynamic of norm formation behind TE may assist in 
understanding TEs, institutional design, and future policy decisions. 
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2. Theoretical Background 
2.1 Norms in a European Context  

 The primary variable in this thesis will be normative values or, specifically, norms. 
According to Manners, the EU is a normative power that differentiates it from other global 
powers because its external actions are normative and support normative ideals (Manners, 
2008). Due to its unique historical development, hybrid polity, and constitutional 
arrangements, the EU has a unique fundament for its foreign policy (Manners, 2002). Norms 
and values are the underlying fabric that makes up a political order. "Any political order 
depends on social recognition by its citizens, i.e. those who agreed, in principle, to be 
governed by specific rules, norms and principals" (Wiener, 2008, p.26). The EU has several 
core norms that make up its institutional identity and which they project on the global order 
and change how non-members perceive normality (Damro, 2012). According to Manner, the 
projection techniques that the "Normative Power Europe" uses to exert power are "contagion, 
informational diffusion, procedural diffusion, transference, overt diffusion and the cultural 
filter" (Damro, 2012, p.684). Damro (2012) adds to this by giving instances of how the EU 
used coercion in addition to the non-coercive methods outlined by Manners to change the 
behaviour of other actors. In sectors where responsibility is shared, such as the environment, 
the EU's normative policy was most impactful on a global level (Laïdi, 2008). As a non-state 
actor, Europe has a genuine interest in ensuring that standards govern international 
interactions, especially over realpolitik (Laïdi, 2008). 
  In International Relations literature, several definitions of "norms" were developed by 
different scholars. According to Wiener, the most common definition of norms is "to describe 
collective expectations for the proper behaviour of actors with a given identity" (Wiener, 
2008 cites Katzenstein 1996, p.5). Another definition given by Laïdi (2008, p. 3) describes 
norms as a "freely accepted process of harmonization of actors' preferences in order to 
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advance common interests by strictly adhering to a certain number of rules". This concept can 
be applied to a normative power such as the EU. Thus, it is an entity with normative authority 
that advocates for universally applicable norms of interstate conduct and supranational 
organizations as the foundation of its identity and strategic policy. Laïdi (2008) names three 
essential characteristics to be defined as a normative power: the norms were negotiated rather 
than imposed; international bodies equally legitimated them; and they can be invoked and 
enforced by every member of the international polity irrespective of their position within it.  
           When reading official documents or any publications of the EU, the concept of 
"European Values" is a reoccurring formulation. Since this text often features the term 
"norm", it will be necessary to differentiate between norms and values. According to Wiener 
(2008), norms are broadly accepted and may be applied to other actors, whereas values are 
held individually. Norms also have a structural role as they are shared prescriptions and have 
to be applied to others. Hence, when promoted to other actors, its values may become norms. 
For example, this may be applied to TE's conditional expectations as a donor organization to 
their recipient country. The EU may also be perceived as a norm-maker, defined as an agent 
who has a solid commitment to a certain standard or collection of norms and a desire to 
advocate for these norms to bring about normative change (Björkdahl, 2012).  
           In this context, TE is the vehicle for norm advocacy with the ability to influence 
others' normative beliefs. Norm followers or norm-taker are actors that get norms transferred 
to them by norm-makers. The norm-taker should not be viewed as a passive participant in the 
norm-adoption process but rather as influential and accountable for picking the norms and 
establishing normative compatibility between both the transferred norms and the local 
normative environment (Björkdahl, 2012). The norm-maker is the focus of norm export, 
which provides a successful norm-guided governance model that norm-takers can replicate 
(Börzel & Risse, 2012). The norm-taker can also actively reject a norm (Lenz, 2012). The EU 
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stipulates that the target countries must accept its norms to get benefits. (Schimmelfennig & 
Sedelmeier, 2019). This conditionality makes it hard to call norms "freely accepted," as 
described by Laïdi (2008) and may even be called cohesive if rejection may cause the 
blockade of development assistance. A norm-taker who has recovered from a crisis, conflict, 
or other sorts of shock or systemic change is more receptive to norm dissemination, with 
norm-maker countries providing material or immaterial incentives (Björkdahl, 2012). As TE 
was primarily envisioned as a response to the Covid-19 crisis, it seems that norm export to 
countries devastated by the aftermath of the pandemic might be more accessible.  
           Another characteristic of norms is their contestation since there is often discussion 
over fundamental norms such as human rights (Wiener, 2008). The ability to contest norms 
makes them different from facts. Norms can be disputed between a norm-maker and a norm-
taker in negotiation. The extent of the relationship between norms-maker and norm-taker is 
characterized by Johnston (2001) who considers the purpose of diplomatic negations as "the 
socialization of others to accept in an axiomatic way novel understanding about world 
politics" (p. 489). The long-term viability of the EU as a normative power or norm-maker in 
the context of its external global environment remains unclear, as the EU and its internal 
market's relative economic and demographic weight declines in comparison to the emergence 
of big developing nations spearheaded by China and India (Cohen-Tanugi, 2021). 
           Even though the norms of the EU might not be the same as the norms promoted by 
TE, they have to be considered. According to Wiener (2008), the EU (together with the 
World Trade Organisation) has benefited from its mature legal framework with evolving core 
rules, organizing principles, and interaction standards, i.e. norms. The EU-endorsed norms as 
a collection of normative standards are commonly accepted as universally applicable inside 
the United Nations complex regime (Manners, 2008). Article 2 of the Lisbon Treaty, and the 
entirety of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, is the regulatory framework of the EU that 
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establishes the norms of the EU. The EU "shall contribute to peace, security, the sustainable
development of the earth, solidarity and mutual respect among peoples, free and fair trade,
eradication of poverty and the protection of human rights, in particular the rights of the child,
as well as to the strict observance and the development of international law, including respect
for the principles of the United Nations Charter" (Treaty of Lisbon, 2007).
Following the logic of Hall (1993) that norms and paradigms inform broader policy programs
and individual policy TE norms can be analysed within the broader European norms as
defined before. Team Europe categorizes its policy programs into different priorities (Team
Europe, n.d.), which can be related to fundamental norms as described by Wiener (2008).
Looking at the fabric, the underlying paradigms and norms of the different policies, it seems
that there is a huge focus on policies that establish fundamental norms closely related to
European values such as human rights, democracy, rule of law. There are also initiatives
related to migration which are related to the fundamental norm of citizenship. Another large
quantity of policy initiative is dedicated to Environmental topics which, through "sustainable
development", is also indicated as a European value. However, since environmental topics
became more prevalent since the Treaty of Lisbon, they are also much more prevalent as a
norm that is promoted through development aid.
 

2.2 The Conceptualization of Official Development Assistance
 Another key concept that has to be explored in order to answer the research questions
is Official Development Assistance (ODA). To lay the groundwork for defining ODA, it is
essential to distinguish it from foreign aid and development assistance, which are related but
have different definitions. Foreign aid generally has been defined as "all resources—physical
goods, skills and technical know-how, financial grants (gifts), or loans (at concessional
rates)—transferred by donors to recipients" (Riddell, 2007, p. 17). The Development
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Assistance Committee (DAC), an institution of the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), provides a generally accepted framework for defining ODA 
(Riddell, 2007). Several member states of the EU are members of the DAC. Therefore, the 
OECD definition of ODA will be utilized for this research. According to the OECD (n.d.) 
ODA is "government aid that promotes and specifically targets the economic development 
and welfare of developing countries". The definition and criteria of ODA are established by 
the donor country providing it, according to Riddell (2007). In relation to norm transfer, it 
might be assumed that states that provide ODA are usually norm-makers. ODA refers to the 
flow of assistance to nations, and "multilateral development institutions" give aid that is 
provided "by official agencies, including state and local governments, or by their executive 
agencies" and have to be "concessional (i.e. grants and soft loans) and administered with the 
promotion of the economic development and welfare of developing countries as the main 
objective" OECD (n.d.). Governmental bodies' conditional involvement in providing 
development assistance makes ODA different from common development assistance. 
Additionally, other forms of foreign aid, such as Chinese external assistance, do not qualify 
as ODA, according to Bräutigam (2011). However, the impact of competitive development 
assistance cannot be overstated since the global competition with states like China, especially 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, has led the EU to adopt a more practical and interest-driven 
development assistance approach (Burni et al., 2021). 
 TE is a multilateral approach to ODA which facilitates various advantages over 
bilateral ODA with the trade-off of less control (Kiratli, 2018). Countries of the EU are the 
largest provider of ODA, contributing $81.250 million in 2021, accounting for nearly half of 
all ODA globally (BMZ, 2022). To link its foreign development policy with international 
commitments such as the Millennium Development Goals, the EU heavily focused on 
poverty reduction and human development since the turn of the millennium (Burni et al., 



9  

  

2021). Due to the increase in migration flow caused by the migration crisis, the focus of ODA 
shifted towards areas that hosted refugees (Knoll et al., 2017). Nevertheless, the norms 
entailed in the 17 Sustainable Development Goals remain at the heart of the EU's foreign 
development action (Burni et al., 2021). 

 
2.3 Norm Formation in the EU 

 The concept of the terminology of norms was illustrated in the previous section of this 
thesis. The concept of European values was explored, as which norms the EU has formally 
declared as their norms in their treaties. In this section leading and competing theories of 
norm formation by Buzan and Checkel are described and applied to TE to provide a 
theoretical explanation for norm diffusion. 
 

2.3.1 Barry Buzan on Norm Formation 
 In his 2004 Book "From International to World Society," Buzan (2004) illustrates 
how the contemporary English School of International Relations transforms from the 
Westphalian system of sovereign nation-states into a transnational community beyond the 
nation-state with shared values and norms. According to Buzan (2004), values can arrive 
through different means: conceive means (imposing values by force), cosmopolitan 
(development of values on individual levels) and Kantian (development of shared values via 
states). For the development of international societies, it is essential to know how these 
values developed and how they are held in place. Although values might arrive and be held 
through coercive means, Buzan (2004) questions the legitimacy of those values if they are 
held through duress. Buzan (2004, p. 106) also argues that the Western international society 
"involved a good deal of coercive imposition of a Western standard". This goes far as self-
understanding Western states as the international community and titling Western values as 
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"universal values". Contrary to this viewpoint, some Western values are contested outside of 
the Western states. An example is the Western view of Human Rights which are seen as 
legitimate by a substantial part of international society but might be contested by others. 
Buzan applies this to conditional loans to recipients states by the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank. This also applies to TE since their loans also function under 
conditional standards and can be used to transfer norms. While not being seen as cohesive, 
the withdrawal of ODA might fall under cohesive means. 

Buzan (2004) argues that through a historical lens, using classical Greece and modern 
Europe as an example, a shared culture seems essential for an international society. The 
feudal system of medieval Europe, for example, was structured by the overarching institution 
and shared values of Christianity. A void of a shared identity, therefore, can hamper the 
formation of an international society. Another factor for norm formation and a prerequisite 
for forming a shared identity is coexistence between states. In pluralistic thinking, states 
coexist in an environment, and the second stage of cooperation is reached when "a consensus 
has been reached about a wide range of objectives", which goes beyond mere coexistence 
(Buzan, 2004, p. 144). Cooperation is possible when countering common threats such as 
global environmental dangers. In the vain of common global dangers, transnational alliances 
can be formed. To move to the realm of solidarity, there is, according to Buzan, more 
necessary than rallying behind a common issue. It needs what he describes as a "we feeling" 
(p.147). This "we feeling" is associated with a "package of values" that goes beyond 
associating to the same kind of civilisation but "includes a substantial degree of convergence 
in the norms, rules, institutions and goals of the states concerned" (p.147). According to 
Buzan (2004) the result of an exchange of norms, rules, institutions and goals would be a 
transition of like-minded nations to build a shared identity with each other. The second 
principle to advance into solidarity is that nations cooperate in joint projects in pursuit of 
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shared values. This can be applied to TE through the lens of Intergovernmentalism since joint 
development projects that are value-driven might deepen European integration. This raises 
the problems of enforcement and the coercion that importing values might bring with it. 
However, for building a global international community it remains a necessity to focus on 
building a feeling of global citizenship among individuals. 

Norms in the Westphalian system of Nation States were primarily about state action, 
such as the concept of non-interference that prevents states from meddling in other states' 
affairs. However, as international relations progressed, norms expanded to encompass 
individual and community behaviour, such as human rights and environmental protection. 
There are several norms that are central towards the formation of a world society which 
Buzan (2004) titles "institutions", such as democracy, the rule of law and increasing 
environmental protection. These "institutions" are reflected in IOs such as the United Nations 
but also in non-governmental transnational actors. According to Buzan (2004), the creation of 
a shared set of norms and values has fostered a sense of community and shared identity 
among individuals and societies worldwide. 

The core element of norm formation, according to Buzan, is forming a shared identity 
that reflects shared beliefs and norms. TE, as a transnational institution's norm formation, 
would consist of the shared values of its member states. These norms, which build a shared 
identity, developed slowly through proximity and through the coexistence of those states, 
which also include non-EU members. These states were part of and coexisted in the 
Westphalian system of nation-states. Early on, they cooperated on different values, which 
nudged them into developing a shared identity. Norm formation for TE would result from an 
ever-evolving long process of coexistence and cooperation between states that built a shared 
understanding of shared norms. 
 



12  

  

2.3.2 Jeffrey Checkel on Norm Formation  
 The social scientist Jeffrey Checkel holds different views on the EU's norm formation 
and the EU's normative influence. Checkel (2005) emphasized that the EU stands out from 
other supranational organizations due to its high level of integration, degree of a democratic 
community, and power sharing. While Buzan (2004) sees the norm formation of the EU as a 
process in that nation-states play the main part and develop through coexistence, cooperation 
and, finally, a collective identity with shared norms, Checkel (2005) prescribes the EU and its 
institutions itself a much larger and active role in shaping norms. According to Zürn and 
Checkel (2005), international institutions trigger socialization between states. He defines 
diffusion of norms as the "transfer or transmission of objects, processes, ideas and 
information from one population or region to another" (Checkel, 1999, p. 86) is more likely if 
the exported norms match with historically constructed and national norms. The EU as an 
institution shapes (European) norms within the EU's member states and also exerts influence 
on other nations beyond the EU. As an example, Checkel (1999) explains that after the 
desolation of the Soviet Union, scholars predicted that the Germans would correspond to 
aggressive actions of Germany reclaiming their national pride. While not finding sustainable 
evidence for this notion, Checkel (1999) argues that while Germany is increasingly hesitant 
to be a "Good European Citizen" (p.108), it might be tamed through membership in the 
Council of Europe. This argument supports Checkel's notion that national norms are shaped 
or triggered by IOs. Another example Checkel (2001) brings forward is the case of norm 
import from the EU to Ukraine and which factors influence compliance with these norms. 
Here the EU's normative influence outside of the ranks of its member states gets clarified. 
Naturally, since this text was written in 2001, the example of Ukraine is outdated. The norm 
transfer might be accelerated due to the recent invasion of Russia and the EU's support. Here 
he also clarifies how norms get transferred by intergovernmental organizations in the case of 
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the EU and the "carrot" of EU membership, which could be seen as a cohesive means. An 
effective socialization process, which he describes as an actor's transition from a logic of 
consequences to an appropriateness logic, is what leads to the acceptance of norms (Checkel, 
2005). While highlighting that the rational argument of norm compliance is somewhat 
underdeveloped, Checkel (2001) argues that the "Council of Europe" norm compliance is a 
cost-benefit decision-making process where national agents weigh potential upsides (material 
or societal) with the fear of penalties. Compliance with the norms, in this case, would be a 
strategic choice to reach a specific goal. The internalization of norms is not possible as the 
behaviour which is triggered is due to rational thinking rather than a shift in internal values 
and identity (Checkel, 2005). This "compliance from a logic of consequences" is changed to 
"a logic of appropriateness" when the actor is following norms that are seen as legitimate 
(Checkel, 2005, p.804). Although states act appropriately, Checkel (2005) illustrates that 
there could be many reasons for appropriate behaviour, which he divides into Type 1 and 
Type 2 behaviour. Type 1 behaviour describes states playing a role which means that nation-
state actors can "act properly" by learning to play a part and gaining the information 
necessary to do so, regardless of whether they enjoy or agree with the rules they play by 
(Checkel, 2005). While this act might still be similar to a "logic of consequences" the nation-
state would shift to "conscious role-playing". Conscious role-playing leads to the actor's 
behaviour being less calculating and to be more reflexive, which is the main difference 
between these two distinctions. According to Checkel (2005), when there is extensive 
interaction and exchange between small groups that lasts throughout an extended period of 
time, a shift in the internal belief system is achievable. Type II internalization of norms goes 
further than just playing a part suggests that nation-states embrace social or institutional 
standards as "the right thing to do" (Checkel, 2005, p.804). In Type II, the interests and 
preferences of the actors are open for redefinition if the norm setter can successfully convince 
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the norm follower, which will lead to the reflective and active internalization of the logic of
appropriateness (Checkel, 2005). Type II internalization might be easier to achieve if (1) the
focus of the socialization effort is in a new and uncharted setting, which cognitively
motivates them to assess new knowledge, (2) the target has few entrenched views from the
past that are at odds with the message of the socializing agency (3) rather than lecturing or
making demands, the socializing agent or person instead exemplifies the virtues of serious
deliberative reasoning (Checkel, 2015). Both Type I and Type 2 internalization imply a step
away from the logic of consequences and encapsulate key facets of the socialization
processes seen in modern Europe. This social learning process that Checkel describes might
lead to changes in member state candidates' identities as they develop to perceive themselves
as part of a greater European community of nations rather than as separate players pursuing
their own interests. This highlights the influence of norm diffusion the EU as an IOs has on
non-member states.
           Overall Checkel's view on norm formation and diffusion suggest that the "social
learning" process plays a huge part and leads to changes in a nation-state's identity. Besides
Buzan (2004), who maintains that national states' identity grows closer together through
proximity, he highlights the importance of IOs in diffusing norms inside its sphere of
influence. This socialization process applies to institutions outside of the EU, such as Ukraine
and within the EU, such as Germany. He sees that increasingly through the social learning
process, states can move from a “logic of consequences to a logic of appropriateness” which
might change state identity (Checkel, 2005, p.804). States that have successfully socialized
and internalized norms might develop to perceive themselves as part of a greater European
community instead of as separate players pursuing their interests.
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Table 1  
Comparative illustration of Buzan`s and Checkel`s theories of norm formation 

 Barry Buzan  Jeffrey Checkel 
Role of the EU in norm 
 diffusion 
 

Rather passive Active pursuit of norm 
 diffusion by the EU 

Most prominent mean of 
 norm diffusion 

Conceive means (imposing 
 values by force); 
 cosmopolitan 
 (development of 
 values on individual 
 levels); Kantian 
 (development of 
 shared values via 
 states) 
 

Socialization (social 
 learning process), 
 logic of 
 consequences shifts 
 to logic of 
 appropriateness  

Duration of norm diffusion  Very long since a shared 
 identity has to be 
 formed 

As long as socialization 
 process takes place 
 and the logic of 
 consequences shifts 
 to a logic of 
 appropriateness 
 

When are norms 
 internalized?  

When an "we feeling" is 
 reached among the 
 states, ever evolving 
 process 

Type II: appropriate 
 behaviour following 
 a norm is natural and 
 "the right thing to 
 do"   
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2.4 Integration Theory 
 TE as an institution is an outcome of European integration. Therefore, exploring TE's 
norms formation process it is necessary to illuminate how the norm integration was achieved. 
Two "grand theories" in European integration literature explain the process of European 
integration towards forming the modern EU: Neo-Functionalism and intergovernmentalism 
(Moga, 2009, p. 802). Additionally, Discursive Institutionalism is an addition to the theories 
of European integration, which will be elaborated. As TE, as an institution, is an outcome of 
European Integration exploring TE's norms formation process, it is necessary to illuminate 
how the norm integration was achieved. In previous sections, it was established that norm 
transfer is achieved through negotiation; in that context, TE would be the norm-taker. 
Furthermore, different theories of norm formation were explored. Hence, it is vital to 
understand how norms are transferred and who the norm-makers are. 
 

2.4.1 New Intergovernmentalism  
 The term New Intergovernmentalism refers to a theoretical framework that has 
evolved in the field of Political Science and International Affairs, specifically in the study of 
EU integration. The framework of New Intergovernmentalism challenges the traditional 
concept of supranationalism, were supranational organizations such as the EU can override 
national governments (Bickerton et al., 2015). Bickerton (2015) describes these actions as 
"avoiding supranational decision-making". This suggests that the EU is not an independent 
organization that can act independently of the extensive influence of its member states. 
National politicians remain the drivers of decision-making on a European level in constant 
pursuit of consensus and cooperative decision-making, avoiding empowering supranational 



17  

  

actors (Csehi & Puetter, 2021). Bickerton et al. (2015) argue that the concept of New 
intergovernmentalism arose in the post-Maastricht era, when the EU began to turn toward a 
more intergovernmental style of governance by the nation-states within the complex 
framework of decision-making organs of the EU. In comparison to earlier forms of 
intergovernmentalism, New Intergovernmentalism emphasizes national interests, bargaining 
and negotiation among member states, and the importance of informal networks and alliances 
(e.g. local constituents) (Bickerton et al., 2015; Hodson & Puetter, 2019). In these informal 
networks, high-level lawmakers and technocratic leaders are connected through policy 
discussion as a working method (Csehi & Puetter, 2021). Another differentiating factor of 
New Intergovernmentalism is that it sees that integration in Europe has accelerated due to a 
"persistence state of disequilibrium" and changed substantially rather than stalled during the 
post-Maastricht period (Hodson & Puetter, 2019, p.1157). While other forms (old forms) of 
Intergovernmentalism have believed that the Council's interest-based bargaining procedure is 
all about pursuing authority and the interests of the nation at large New Intergovernmentalists 
insist that it is necessary to comprehend the Council's decision-making after the Maastricht 
Treaty in the early 1990s in terms of member states attempting to reach common agreements 
through discussion (Schmidt, 2016). The emphasis on commitment is featured in the makeup 
of the most influential EU institutions rather than just an informal norm (Csehi & Puetter, 
2021). Schmidt (2016) cites Merkel's involvement in creating the narrative of excessive 
public debt and her insistence that, as a consequence, the provisions of the Stability and 
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Growth Pact had to be bolstered in exchange for any bailout in the Eurozone crisis as an 
example of common agreements. Other varieties of Intergovernmentalism may focus more on 
other aspects, such as institutional architecture, legal frameworks, or the involvement of non-
state players in decision-making. Liberal Intergovernmentalism is one other 
intergovernmental approach to European integration, which, similar to New 
Intergovernmentalism, puts national preferences and member countries at the centre of 
decision-making in the EU (Moravcsik, 1998) but does not emphasize the pursuit of 
consensus. New intergovernmentalism views state conduct and relations within the EU as 
more nuanced and multifaceted and highlights the importance of informal networks and 
bargaining among member countries, and contends that decision-making in the EU is 
impacted by variables other than state preferences, such as power dynamics and institutional 
architecture (Hodson & Puetter, 2019). 

Since the era after the Maastricht Treaty, the delegation of power has been to de novo 
entities rather than to traditional supranational institutions (Bickerton et al., 2015). Bickerton 
et al. (2015) understand de novo institutions as organizations that were established in 
contemporary times, which frequently have a great deal of autonomy in terms of 
administrative or legislative authority as well as some degree of control over their own 
financial resources. De novo institutions carry out tasks that the European Commission could 
have handled and frequently have methods for member state participation as part of their 
governance framework.  
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There is some concern voiced by scholars about New Intergovernmentalism. Schmidt 
(2016) argues that all new integration theories, such as New Intergovernmentalism, have 
solely emphasized the EU level and ignored the impact on the national level. National 
democracy and legitimacy may be threatened by the very nature of EU governance, where 
decisions that were previously made at the national level are now made at the supranational 
level, which is especially true in policy areas where people feel powerless to affect EU 
decisions (Schmidt, 2016). This criticism is relativized by Hodson & Puetter (2019), who 
argue that challenger parties who generally challenge the legitimacy of the EU, although their 
number rose, have typically not been empowered by their Euroscepticism and remained in 
opposition to national governments. Almost all EU administrations, which are predominantly 
formed by mainstream political parties, are normatively committed to consensus and believe 
that the departure of crucial voters from the centre to challenger parties can be attributed in 
large part to the dedication to EU consensus-making (Csehi & Puetter, 2021). Challenger 
governments such as the Fidesz Party in Hungary have limited their opposition generally on 
specific fundamental European values and particularly on specific policies while openly 
supporting their ongoing EU participation.  

Overall, applied to TE, this would imply that the creation of the TE approach was 
shaped by negotiations in which national politicians sought consensus. The national discourse 
would deviate far from the final normative meaning of TE's policies and would be different 
among the member states. TE might be seen as a de novo institution. To support this notion, 
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TE should carry out tasks which were predominately the responsibility of supranational 
institutions such as the Council of Europe, a high degree of autonomy and facilitate nation-
states to participate in their internal decision-making.   

 
2.4.2 Neo-Functionalism  

 Neo-Functionalism, another competing theory of European integration, originated as a 
theoretical framework in the 1950s and 1960s as researchers tried to explain the rapid rate of 
economic integration occurring through the European Coal and Steel Community, which 
evolved into the EU over time. The original article that laid out the concept of functionalism 
was by Ernst Haas in 1958, who thought of a contrasting theory of integration to the 
intergovernmental one, which is, according to him, a more traditional approach (Rosamund, 
2000; Niemann, 2020). The premise of Neo-Functionalism is that economic integration 
(within the EU) leads to a progressive shift of authority and influence from national 
governments to supranational organisations with Neo-Functionalism (Haas, 1961). This 
progressive shift is described as a "spill over effect" and includes integration across policy 
sectors; national and supranational elites with vested interests recognise the benefits of 
regional policies and their experiences in joint decision-making (Niemann, 2020). 
Assumptions of the "spill over effect" is that sectors are interdependent, which makes isolated 
integration impossible and would lead to integration in close sectors (Niemann, 2020). States 
would lose some of their functional autonomy over time to supranational institutions of the 
EU when the integration process progressed further (Niemann, 2020). Similarly, to New 
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Intergovernmentalism, national economic and political elites play their part in integration as 
they realise that problems cannot be addressed by domestic politics and their subsequent 
support of further European sectorial integration (Niemann, 2020). These elites may 
eventually adopt a European perspective on problem-solving, and their allegiance to a 
national as opposed to a supranational level of administration may change (Cini & Borragán, 
2016). These elites could organise in informal transnational networks adding pressure to 
integration. This high reliance on elites is undermined by the emergence of challenger parties 
(Cini & Borragán, 2016). Besides elites, Neo-Functionalist perceives that transnational 
interest groups that have undergone Europeanization will become active members of the 
European community and press their governments for greater European integration (Cini & 
Borragán, 2016). Neo-Functionalism was envisioned as the community of nation-states 
transcending into the procedural system of a single national state, a stage beyond nationhood 
(Rosamund, 2000).  

There are several basic assumptions that reaffirm the concept of Neo-Functionalism. 
States are not the only predominant actors in the global order and lose part of their autonomy 
in their integration (Rosamund, 2000). The loss of autonomy, i.e. national sovereignty, is a 
crucial assumption of a Neo-Functionalistic account of European integration since it enables 
supranational entities to address shared policy issues more effectively and efficiently 
(Rosamund, 2000). Neo-Functionalism predicts the emergence of supranational organisations 
with independent agendas, which will eventually lead to the supranational agendas 
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triumphing over national agendas (Cini & Borragán, 2016). Originally the spillover process 
and consecutive integration were to be seen automatically, which was revised in later 
publications and is now seen as the result of both dynamics (driving forces) and opposing 
forces that take place under specific circumstances (Niemann, 2020). Even Haas brought up 
the notion of the "spillback", which would disintegrate European sectors (Cini & Borragán, 
2016).  

Neo-Functionalism has attracted much criticism and alternative theories, such as 
(Liberal) Intergovernmental (Niemann, 2020). Moravcsik (1998) has provided a critical 
rebuttal of Neo-Functionalism in his book "The Choice for Europe". According to Moravcsik, 
Neo-Functionalism ignores the significance of national preferences in the European 
integration process. Moravcsik (1998) argues that the most significant actors in the European 
integration process are nation-states, and their actions are primarily motivated by national 
interests. Neo-Functionalism, according to Moravcsik (1998), also ignores the significance of 
power politics in the (European) integration process, which is apparent when larger and more 
powerful states within the EU frequently have more significant influence over the 
implementation of integration processes.  

Applied Neo-Functionalism provides a different explanation of the norm formation 
process of TE. The spill over effect would indicate that policy area after policy area falls 
under the influence of European integration. According to Koenig-Archibugi (2002), foreign 
and security policy areas in that member states were traditionally reluctant to give up power. 
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Therefore, the creation of TE would symbolise a high degree of internationalisation in Europe 
if even these policy areas were integrated and had a common outlet. Since its initial objective 
was to take on the fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic, TE is the result of spillover since its 
functional focus has changed to a broad distribution of aid in other development aid areas. 

 
2.4.3 Discursive Institutionalism  

 Discursive Institutionalism, which was developed by the political scientist Vivian 
Schmidt, is a theoretical approach that explains European integration and institutional 
change. According to Schmidt (2008), Institutions are influenced by discourses around 
different norms and ideas. Other than previous theories of integration, Discursive 
Institutionalism is a more active perspective on integration, where common ideas and 
dialogue triumph over barriers of "more equilibrium-focused and static theories" (Schmidt, 
2011, p.304). The interactive process of discourse is, in the view of Discursive 
Institutionalism scholars and "carrier of ideas" and is used within institutional frameworks to 
legitimize ideas (Schmidt, 2010, p.21). Discourse about policy formulation and the 
communication of political ideas takes place in the "public sphere" and is central to every 
kind of democratic governance (Schmidt, 2000).  

Discursive Institutionalism offers a framework for understanding how the interaction 
of national and European discourse is influencing the process of European integration. 
Schmidt (2000) asserts that in order to respond to issues on a European or global scale, 
national governments in Europe must continually legitimize institutional and economic 
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policies. There are four ways (functions) in which institutional change, and therefore 
integration, can be legitimized along two dimensions: by discourse (1) ideationally, by 
outlining a policy program that is logically coherent (cognitive function) and that is 
consistent with national norms (normative function); interactively (2), by providing (policy) 
elites with the framework for creating a policy program (coordinative function) and 
convincing the general public of its benefits (communicative function) (Schmidt, 2000). 
Political scientists frequently distinguish between the policy sphere and the political sphere.  

In the policy sphere, interaction, as part of a "coordinative discourse", between actors 
that formulate policy happens. In the political sphere, "communicative discourse" between 
participants of the political community and the general public takes place to create 
appropriateness for legislation (Schmidt, 2012). As illustrated before, this discourse in the 
political sphere often takes place between elites and the public. The direction in which ideas 
transfer is titled "arrows of discursive interaction" by Schmidt (2012, p.8). Ideas are 
championed by "idea entrepreneurs" who pull from and articulate the ideas of discursive 
groups and alliances, acting as change agents (Schmidt, 2008). The arrow frequently points 
downward, signifying that elites "mediate" public discourse by communicating "master 
discourse" a comprehensive political agenda that offers a "vision" of the status quo of the 
polity and what is planned for the future (Schmidt, 2012, p.8). The discourse is, in this 
scenario, often used to achieve the appropriateness of a given policy. The discourse is 
frequently mediated or even framed through mass media and possibly through social media in 
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contemporary times. Nevertheless, in the discursive exchanges of advocates for social topics, 
and conservationists in local, national, and foreign contexts, the arrows can also go from the 
bottom up (Schmidt, 2012). On the other hand, in coordinative policy, which takes place in 
the policy sphere, ideas remain in closed debates as the public might not approve them or 
when the debate is technically too specific and the public may not be understand them, which 
is according to Schmidt (2013) often the case in the EU. As an example, Schmidt (2013) 
points out the technical specification of the eurozone crisis response, which would be difficult 
to communicate to the public.  

Discursive Institutionalism provides a perspective on European integration that differs 
from the others described in this thesis. Discursive conflicts between EU member states, EU 
agencies, and the public have impacted the creation of EU policies and it`s institutions in the 
framework of European integration. Therefore, TE would also be impacted by the discourse 
of these institutions. Discourse is also what shapes the underlying norms of institutions in a 
European context (Schmidt, 2008). Countries that make up TE might have different views of 
the values that foreign development aid should entail, which might play a role in coordinating 
policy between European member states. When legitimizing the TE to their constituents (top-
down), politicians might focus on national values promoted through ODA to create 
appropriateness for TE. For example, countries with a strong focus on environmentalism 
might communicate that TE is primarily involved in preserving nature and green 
infrastructure to persuade their voters. 
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Table 2 
Comparative illustration of New Intergovernmentalism, Neo-Functionalism and Discursive Institutionalsim 

 New 
intergovernmentalism 

Neo-Functionalism Discursive 
Institutionalism  

Main Actor  States, domestic 
 politician 
 (National actors: 
 voters, parties, 
 private – public 
 actors) 

International 
 organisations, 
 Domestic and 
 transnational 
 groups, States  
 

(Political and 
 economic) 
 elites, idea 
 entrepreneurs, 
 the public  

Motivations  National interests, 
 consensus 
 building 

Absolut gains, 
 integration 
 through spill-
 over, solving 
 transnational 
 problems 
  

Distribution of ideas 
 of economic 
 and political 
 nature 

Interaction Discussion, 
 cooperation, 
 minimum 
 standards 

Networks (transnational 
 and 
 supranational) 

Framing, policy 
 communication 
 (top down, 
 bottom up or 
 sideways), 
 policy 
 coordination 
 

Power  Nation states, elites  Increasingly 
 supranational, 
 transnational 
 elites 
 

Persuading power  
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Outcomes  Disequilibrium which 
 leads to novo 
 institution  

Supranational 
 institutions, 
 programs, 
 integration 
 thought spill-over 
 

Economic- and 
 political 
 policy, 
 institutional 
 change, values 
 and rules  

Applied to 
 Team 
 Europe  

Integration of TE is 
based on bargaining 
between national 
politicians seeking 
consensus, National 
interests and norms of 
the member states are 
very different  

Integration of TE as “de 

novo organisation” has 

been facilitated by 
supranational interests. 
National values are less 
represented but rather 
reflect supranational 
norms  

Coordination between 
political elites to 
implement national 
values, 
communication to 
public to create 
appropriateness  
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3. Method 
3.1 Framework 

 This thesis aimed to analyse the dynamics of norm formation of TE. The framework 
of this thesis is inspired by Wiener (2008), who analysed different norms "behind the written 
constitution”, which function in the daily practices and interactions of political actors, 
altering their actions and how power is wielded. These norms and ideals are frequently taken 
for granted and work on a subliminal level, yet they play a decisive role in influencing the 
results of political processes. The norms, described in documents and laws, on which 
European institutions are built upon may then be up to interpretation by the member states. 
The contestation of the meaning of norms is, as a result, a crucial part of democratic 
governance while also leading to conflict about legitimacy (Wiener, 2008).  
 Antje Wiener's technique in "The Invisible Constitution of Politics" is 
multidisciplinary, drawing on ideas from "sociology, foreign policy analysis, anthropology 
and ethno-methology" (p. 71). Wiener (2008) employs discourse analysis as a fundamental 
analytical technique, which entails evaluating the language and narratives used by political 
players to understand the underlying norms and values that affect their behaviour. To extract 
normative meaning from data, Wiener (2008) uses "contemporary produced texts" (p.75) 
such as "parliamentary debates, the media or interview transcripts". Wiener focuses on 
interviews with individual members of elites from Germany, Britain and a mixed group of 
German and British individuals that live and work in Brussels. From structured interviews, 
she derived meaning from their answers. To extract normative meaning, an inductive 
selection of keywords was used based on references to specific norms. Interviews with a 
sufficient number of elites in three countries, such as in Wiener (2008), are out of the scope 
of this thesis. To assure "consistency in qualitative coding across texts coded, with themes 
and categories acting as yardsticks against which qualitative codes are scored" (Oleinik, 
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2011, p. 864), this thesis used (other than interviews) the two sides of triangulation. These 
two sides of the triangulation are fulfilled by: TE official materials and other national sources 
and TE news coverage. Press articles were gathered from renowned news sources only. 
Official documents, the second part of triangulation, includes EU and national publications 
about norms in foreign aid and other forms of development aid protocols of debates, 
speeches, press releases, Question & Answers and other types of communications. In the 
following sections, it will be shown how the Wieners approach will be applied to analyse the 
Norms of TE. 
 

3.2 Theoretical Approach 
 To analyse national discourse and then theorise how TE was formed and which norms 
are promoted, an approach has to be chosen from which normative meaning can be extracted. 
In the following section, it will be argued that analysing national discourse around specific 
policies can be utilised to extract national normative discourse around policy programmes 
and paradigms and, therefore, underlying norms. 
 According to Peter Hall (1993), there are three types or layers of policy that may be 
distinguished to study the motivations behind state behaviour: policy concepts, policy 
programs, and policy paradigms. The first layer includes the particular "policy solutions" or 
policies put forth by decision-makers (Schmidt, 2008). The second layer of policy programs 
includes broader initiatives that support a general policy idea. Policy programs work to 
organise individual public policies into carrying out certain responsibilities within a more 
comprehensive strategy and to define a coherent logic of action directed at a specified goal 
(Donnelly, 2023). These goals may be reflected by paradigms which in turn are guided by 
organising assumptions or concepts that shape policy (Hall, 1993). These paradigms, 
therefore, also encompass the norms of an organisation (Donnelly, 2023), which should also 
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be reflected in their policy programs and their policies. Regarding institutional change, 
policies are the most flexible, while paradigms are the most stable. When a crisis undermines 
institutions and the underlying assumptions, paradigms can shift abruptly and dramatically or 
gradually as new understandings and institutions emerge, and older ones are gradually 
replaced, reshaped, and put aside (Donnelly, 2023).  
 Considering Hall's (1993) distinction of policy, policy programmes and paradigms, it 
can be argued that norms would be present at every layer of policy. Therefore, the guiding 
principles or norms would be present at every stage of the policy output of the EU. The 
Covid-19 pandemic was a paradigm shift since the importance of a joint initiative to deliver 
aid more effectively resulted in the development of TE. More broadly, many programs of TE 
can be attributed to shifts in paradigms which were either gradual or abrupt. Arguably, there 
have been many shifts in paradigms for European foreign aid spending and foreign policy 
action in recent history. While the declaration of the European Charter of human rights and 
the Green Deal represents a more gradual shift of paradigms, the migration crisis prompted a 
swift paradigm change. Considering that policy programs and individual policies are 
informed by paradigm and the underlying norms of the national and the supranational 
agencies that designed them, this thesis argues that looking at individual policies and policy 
programs should help to get an insight into the norms of TE. Looking at the national 
discourse regarding specific policies helped to position countries' interpretation of norms in a 
European integration context. 
 

3.3 Geographical Demarcation 
 Since TE is active in every geographic region of the world, this thesis focused on just 
one region as normative meaning around specific issues might differ based on region. There 
are projects of TE that reach across regions in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Middle 
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East, Asia and Pacific, Neighbourhood, Sub-Saharan Africa and global initiatives (Team 
Europe, n.d.). Those involve many actors that are members of Team Europe. In the Sub-
Saharan African region, both European member states Sweden, France and Germany, along 
with their national development agencies, have projects as of July 2023 (Sweden:11, 
Swedfund:1, Germany: 17, KfW:3. France:16; AFD: 6) (Team Europe, n.d.). This region also 
hosts more than half of all regional TEI's as of now (about 53,1%) (Team Europe, n.d.). As 
focusing on all regions of the world that Team Europe has initiatives in would be out of the 
scope of this thesis, the focus was on the subjects discourse use around the issue areas (which 
are connected towards a specific norm). From the analysis of the national discourse, a picture 
emerged which gave insights into the norms Team Europe promotes. 
 

3.4 Norms and Issue Areas to analyse 
 Wiener (2008) confronts the subjects of the interviews with fundamental norms, 
which she describes as norms that made it into international treaties such as "human rights, 
democracy, the rule of law" (p.83). These norms are part of the Treaty on Europe (TEU) 
Article 6. The choice for fundamental norms was made due to Wiener's (2008, p.52) "liberal 
community assumption", which indicates that "all norms form part of the shared normative 
structure that binds civilized nations in world politics". TE is made up of shared norms, 
which, even though they are common in the European member states, might be perceived 
differently individually. The "hybrid policy", as described by Manners (2002) suggests that 
even though the EU engages both in supranational and each member state's individual 
national foreign policy. This separation also indicates different understandings of 
fundamental norms that TE promotes. To find out how TE and, therefore their members 
position themselves to fundamental norms, three fundamental norms were chosen for the 
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analysis in this thesis. The three fundamental norms chosen are: Human Rights, Citizenship 
and Environmentalism. Wiener (2008) chose three issue areas as "discursive interventions" in 
her interview process. The policy fields, that were chosen, accommodates for interpretations 
of the meanings of fundamental norms in the data. Therefore, one fundamental norm is 
connected to one policy field. Issue areas were chosen by association to their related 
fundamental norms. 
 

3.4.1 Human Rights and Human Rights Promotion 
 Human rights are a fundamental norm, as described by Wiener (2008) and a key 
priority of the EU. In its cooperation with Sub-Saharan Africa, the EC is naming challenges 
related to human rights as one of their main priorities (European Commission, n.d.). In the 
EU, there are two major strands of human rights policy and practice: to defend the basic 
human rights of EU residents and to advance human rights all over the globe (EU, n.d.). 
Foreign policy can be appropriated by referencing universal human rights and global UN 
standards (Lerch & Schwellnus, 2006). There are currently (as of April 2023) TEIs that focus 
on topics which are related to human rights, for example, "Peace and Security in the Great 
Lakes region – Africa" and "Social protection – Africa". As a policy field which, the national 
discourse is analysed around the promotion of Human Rights and international law in Sub-
Saharan Africa will be used. The notion of human rights promotion in foreign policy 
accelerated in the 1990s when the EU had a dramatic evolution both in terms of internal 
constitutionalising and exterior human rights advocacy (Lerch & Schwellnus, 2006). EU 
foreign aid to Sub-Saharan Africa is self-declared to be a "people-centred approach" 
(European Commission, n.d.), so promoting their human rights and international law must be 
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a high priority. To exert normative meaning, Wiener (2008, p. 157) used the following 
keywords in her discourse analysis: “Symbolic function, Single framework, Identity, 
Participation, Fundamental rights, Responsibility and Accountability”. These Keywords are 
intended to provoke reactions to positioning statements about the degree of constitutional 
integration in the EU at that time. Since this thesis does not focus on the internal EU policy, 
the keyword list could not be applied in this thesis. One key discussion in Human Rights 
literature is the conflict between universalism and relativism (Gayim, 2016). Human rights 
are often centred on the premise that there are specific fundamental ethical principles that all 
people should adhere to, regardless of their background or current circumstances in terms of 
culture, society, or history. On the other hand, relativism contends that morality and ethical 
principles are contingent upon cultural practices and conventions and cannot, therefore, be 
universally applicable. Especially in foreign policies, these opposing standpoints are 
prevalent. As Human Rights promotion is one of the most important priorities of TE, it is 
expected that also their members will subscribe to universalism to varying degrees. Other 
than analysing the discourse around the universality of human rights, the discourse around the 
pillars that undergird OHCHR's global efforts will be analysed. These pillars represent one 
aspect of Human rights promotion the OHCHR focuses on (OHCHR, n.d.). Since all States 
are members of the UN and should be involved in promoting these aspects. How they focus 
on each aspect might give insight into how states position themselves around human rights 
promotion and, therefore, the fundamental norm of Human rights. The following keywords 
were constructed to analyse the subjects' normative understanding: 
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Table 3 
Keywords for analysing normative meaning of Human Rights 
Keywords Associative Connotations  
Universalism  Human rights are principles that all people should follow, regardless 

 of their background or current circumstances in terms of 
 culture, society, or history 

 
Relativism Morality and ethical principles are contingent upon cultural 

 practices and conventions and cannot, therefore, be 
 universally applicable 

 
Participation  The participation of individuals i.e. rights to free speech, 

 association, and freedom of assembly is warranted 
 

Accountability Governmental- and judiciary systems uphold and respect human 
 rights of their citizens 

 
Non-discrimination  All individuals deserve the same human rights and have to be 

 treated equally and without discrimination  
 

Peace and Security  safeguard populations from dangers like violence, conflict, and 
 other dangers and the creation of a stable environment which 
 potentially provides access to all other human rights 
 

Development  Process and right to advance social, economic, and political 
 progresses that leads to the fulfilment of human rights 

Note The format of this table is inspired by a similar table in Wiener (2008) on page 157.  
 

3.4.2 Citizenship and Migration 
 Citizenship is a fundamental norm formally constitutionalised in TEU (Art 17;22). 
There are three dimensions of citizenship to consider, namely "rights, belonging and access" 
(Wiener, 2008, p.90). Thin or thick citizenship approaches are used to categorise citizenship, 
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with thin citizenship approaches believing citizenship is given by nationality and thick 
citizenship approaches believing citizenship needs a minimal level of social rights (Wiener, 
2008). Following Wiener (2008, p. 93) following keywords: security, civil rights, travel, 
fortress Europe, border control inefficacy, external border control, asylum migration and 
cooperation. Since these keywords and their associative connotations are intended to exert 
normative meaning from interviews around the Schengen area, they have to be adapted to fit 
the context. The issue area for the fundamental norm of citizenship will be "migration" since 
it is a critical associated issue area, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. Josep Borrell, Vice-
President of the EU commission, is highlighting that an “strong #TeamEurope approach will 

be crucial to progress on migration” (Borrell, 2021). Especially since the European 

"migrations crisis", which brought extensive discourse within the EU. In the "migration 
crisis", EU Member States turned away from common European strategies to follow national 
interests instead. Slominski and Trauner (2018) even named this behaviour of blatant non-
compliance with European and international law standards of returning unwanted migrants 
"strategic non-usage of Europe". The EU sees migration as one of the priority areas of EU 
cooperation in Sub-Saharan Africa (European Commission, n.d.). 

Since "travel" is not relevant in the context of the thesis, it will be replaced by "Illegal 
migration". Illegal migration and its prevention of it is one of the main issues within the 
discourse around migration management discourse (Walters, 2010), which significance is 
expected to have increased since the European migration crisis. "Border control inefficacy" 
connected to inter-EU border controls will be replaced by "integration". The use of 
integration in discourse would suggest, on the one hand, an effort to bring migrants closer to 
the host society on the other hand, it might suggest a demand to give up the migrant's identity 
to assimilate into the host country's society. The following keywords were applied to analyse 
the subjects' normative understanding: 
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Table 4 
Keywords for analysing normative meaning of Citizenship  
Keywords Associative Connotations  
Security “Security matters, standardization, control, police” 

 (Wiener, 2008, p. 93) 
 

Civil Rights 
 
 
 

“Civil Rights are to be guarded, importance of the rule 
 of law, fundamental rights, individual rights (to 
 be protected against the state)” (Wiener, 2008, 
 p. 93) 

Illegal Migration  
 
 
 

Movements of individuals across international borders 
 without following the destination country's 
 laws and procedures for migration 

Fortress Europe 
 

“Negative aspect, exclusive, unfair” (Wiener, 2008, p. 
 93) 

Integration 
 
 

migrants social, economic, and cultural integration into 
 the host society, 

External border control  
 
 

Important to manage the flow of migration into the 
 Union.  

Asylum migration (climate 
 migration) 
 

“Visa policy, third country nationals” (Wiener, 2008, 
 p. 93) 

Cooperation “Political cooperation, market cooperation (positive 
 aspect)”, also with third countries which host 
 migration with the destination of Europe 
 (Wiener, 2008, p. 93) 

Note The format of this table is inspired by a similar table in Wiener (2008) on page 93. The 
associative connotations from the keywords are taken from Wiener (2008) as well.  
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3.4.3 Environmentalism 
 Environmentalism or environmental justice is one of the core pursuits of the EU. 
These desires manifested in the European Green Deal, a significant commitment entailing 
goals, programs and strategies to reduce the EU's emissions to net zero until 2050. After the 
European Green Deal, the EC focused heavily on environmental issues in its (foreign) 
development plans (Eckert & Kovalevska, 2021). This is made apparent also by looking at 
the thematic priorities of TE as it is the top priority for both projects on the national level (95 
Country TEI's) and regional (14 regional TEIs). According to Buzan (2004), 
environmentalism is a developing institution involving guardianship or trusteeship over the 
globe. Due to its importance for European politics and governance, environmentalism will be 
the third norm analysed in this thesis. As the European Green Deal is one of the core pursuits 
of the EU green transition is one of the five main priorities of EU cooperation in Sub-Saharan 
Africa (European Commission, n.d.). 
 From the green deal projects of TE, a list of keywords and their associative 
connotations was extracted, which will be used to exert normative meaning. Which topics are 
focused on and are prioritized by the national discourse normative meaning the following 
keywords can be extracted and are applied. 
 
Table 5 
Keywords for analysing normative meaning of Environmentalism 
Keywords Associative Connotations  
Sustainable Development Provision of aid to promote long-term economic, 

 social, and environmental progress 
Climate Change Adaptation Prepare states for the impacts of climate change in 

 their territories  
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Climate Change Prevention Provision of development aid to reduce CO2 emissions 
 and mitigate climate change   
 

Biodiversity Conversation  Provision of development aid to preserve the diversity 
 of life, including ecosystems and species 

Renewable Energy Development and use of energy sources that are s
 sustainable and low-carbon dioxide emissions 

Green Economy An economic system that prioritizes sustainability and 
 environmental protection 
 

Climate Migration  Migration caused by extreme climate or extreme 
 climate events caused by climate change

Note The format of this table is inspired by a similar table in Wiener (2008) on page 93.

3.5 Subjects
 To find normative value, different perspectives have to be analysed. Since it is out of
the scope of this thesis to conduct interviews with elites such as in Winer (2007) the process
tracing will be limited to external sources such as the press and official EU and other elitist
publications. Following the layer cake assumption developed by Karl Deutsch and utilised by
Wiener (2008), the top "layers of society", the elites, are the first that experience norm
assimilation in the process of norm integration. This would mean that the diffusion of norms
most likely occurs at the elites levels of society. The subjects of this thesis are individuals
that wrote and participated in the formation of TE, national government officials and Think
Tanks that participate in the national discourse. All these groups are made up of the elites as
defined by Wiener (2008) "Elites are the social group most likely to actively access to full
participation in a political community, i.e. enjoy rights, access and belonging to political
practices in the public sphere." (Wiener, 2008, p.81).
 The views of elitists in different countries might differ based on different factors.
Even within the EU, there are states with different interests which resulted in European
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foreign policy and national foreign policy coexisting for nearly 70 years (Jørgensen, 2015).
As previously established, ODA allocation also depends on the countries giving it out, vested
interests and pre-existing (colonial) interests (Zanger, 2000). For this reason, this thesis 
chose three countries from which data will be analysed: Sweden, France and Germany.
According to Wiener's liberal community assumption, the more countries share common
memberships in IO's, the more likely a shared understanding and appropriateness of
fundamental norms hold true. Since all three states are members or closely aligned to NATO,
members of the EU and the UN, the liberal community assumption may be applied. Sweden
has been described as "the moral superpower" due to its multifaceted internationalism and
far-reaching human rights advocacy (Dahl, 2006). Sweden sees its foreign policy engagement
as self-assigned duty and a natural role model in the international polity as a guide to other
nations. Sweden's foreign policy is guided by internationalist and universalist and, to a lesser
extent, particularist nature (Dahl, 2006). Sweden, even though it is a relatively small state,
acts as a norm entrepreneur in international society and defines appropriate behaviour and
aims to shape the behaviour of other states (Björkdahl, 2013). Sweden's foreign policy is
centred around the promotion of universal norms with a strong emphasis on international law,
social and economic rights and small-state solidarity (Dahl, 2006). This makes Sweden a
good example of a universalist state within the EU. Historically, France has contributed
bilaterally only to a small number of countries which are mostly former French colonies
(McKinlay, 1979). France, along with other countries, ranks among countries which are
described as "egoistic" in their bilateral aid relationships by Berthélemy (2006) as its main
recipients are former colonies and countries which they have intense trading relationships
with. Since many of their former colonies are located in Sub-Saharan Africa, France be very
present there. Although a former colonial power, Germany has a shorter colonial history than
France. Unlike Sweden, whose colonial ambition was relatively short lived, Germany is
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considered as a colonial power (Ciarlo, 2008). Germany's aid allocation has, in the past, a 
bias in favour of ACP (Africa, Caribbean, and Pacific) nations that are Lomé Convention 
partners with the EU, which may indicate a desire to maintain a "sphere of influence within 
the EU" or the possibility that aid is given out of obligation (Arvin & Drewes, 2015). For this 
reason, it may be expected that Germany supports the universalist tendencies of the EU's 
foreign policy. Germany is still a country with former colonies but may have some 
universalist tendencies. It will be the third country whose normative discourse is analysed.  
 

3.6 Integration Hypothesis
 This thesis not only set out to analyse national discourse around ODA causes but also
tried to extract knowledge on the norm formation process of TE. In the theoretical part,
three European integration theories were illustrated. In the analysis part, evidence for either
hypothesis will be searched for. Following the distinctions between the different hypotheses
can be created. From the descriptions and table of the three theoretical approaches to
European integration, a scale of normative overlap was derived from the national discourse. 
To describe the norm formation process as Neo-functional, it would be expected to have the
national disorder shaped or dominated by supranational interest rather than having national
norms and interest at the centre of it. There would be a tendency to integrate and coordinate
ODA programmes into a European framework, and TE would be a quasi "de novo
institution". The overlap of normative meaning would be maximal in this case. For describing
the norm formation process similar to the theoretical approach of New Intergovernmentalism,
the normative overlap between the states would be minimal. The national discourse would be
shaped by national interest and national normative meaning. Discursive Institutionalism in
the norm integration process of TE would mean a medium overlap in normative meaning.
The national discourse would often be used to create appropriateness in public, while national
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values might be implemented in the norm formation and be reflected in their ODA allocation.
For integration theory, the difference between national interests and national normative
meaning could indicate how the integration process could be described. The following
hypothesises were derived:
 
H1: The norm formation process of Team Europe can be described as “Neo-Functional”

H2: The norm formation process of Team Europe can be described as “New

       Intergovernmentalism”

H3: The norm formation process of Team Europe can be described as “Discursive

       Institutionalism”
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4. Analysis and Discussion 
4.1 Civil Rights  
4.1.1 Sweden  

 When dealing with a cooperative migration policy, the Swedish is aligned with 
international law and the rules-based international order. There seems to be a desire towards 
an approach which is based on clear rules. Sweden’s State Secretary Diana Jansen, 
emphasized strategic communication with African citizens to highlight the impact of the EU-
AU (African Union) relationship on their everyday life in order to raise awareness for 
migration issues (EU-nämndens, 2022). Andres Hall, State Secretary, empathizes close 
cooperation with transit countries such as the northern African states is important to manage 
migration. The external border control should be secured by Frontex, the EUs outside border 
management agency, to ensure the quality of border control. According to Hall, the Swedish 
government fundamentally believes that Sweden’s asylum and migration policy should be 
based on its international commitments. He highlights the importance of EU cooperation and 
an orderly approach to immigration (EU-nämndens, 2022). Ludvig Aspling, a member of 
Parliament (MP) from the Sweden Democrats, is criticizing that even though development 
aid has value in itself, it is not an effective tool to stop migration despite of its usage in that 
way by the EU. Regarding "security", one of the main concerns seems to be the return of 
migrants if their asylum application has been rejected or a criminal offence has been 
committed. In a report of the Swedish parliament, the Riksdagen, about EU activities, the 
conservative MP submitted a notion that seeks to direct European foreign aid to conclude 
more readmission agreements with countries of transit and origin. Sweden should engage 
more with EU development agencies to use its development aid as an incentive for countries 
of origin to take in their citizens otherwise deportation decisions cannot be enforced. The 
focus when returning migrants should still be "accordance with basic principles such as non-
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refoulement" which indicates a rules-based approach in accordance with international law 
and human rights to migration policy (EU-nämndens, 2022).   
 Migration from Africa is also a very prominent topic in the Swedish press. The 
Swedish news agency Europaportalen is displaying the national discourse on migration. One 
of the main topics this news site is reporting can be associated with the keyword "border 
control" and is about the deaths and dangers of migrates on their journey to the EU 
(Europaportalen, 2023). The keyword "illegal immigration" is also often used or implied 
since migrants often use routes where they illegally cross borders. The SVT illustrated the 
parliamentary discourse around a common migration approach in March 2023. Among the 
mainstream parties, a consensus has been reached to follow a more integrated approach, 
while right and left-leaning parties reject this policy (Nyheter, 2023). Right parties criticize 
the common policy as it would force Sweden to take up more illegitimacy migrants, which 
can be associated with "illegal immigration" while also playing into the keyword of "civil 
rights" since the Swedish citizens lose the right to make their own policy without EU 
involvement. The left-leaning parties criticize that the EU approach would institutionalize the 
abuse of immigrants and accelerate the encampment in dangerous migrant camps. These fears 
are most closely associated with the exclusive and unfair aspects of "Fortress Europe". 
 

4.1.2 France  
 The discourse around French-African relationships is influenced by the increasingly 
close relationship with African countries. In a 2017 speech, French prime minister Emanuel 
Macron set out to rebuild the relationship between France and the African continent. 
Misinformation campaigns would turn African states hostile towards France, which brings 
into question the French ODA to these countries (Commission des affaires étrangères, 
2022b). This losing grip on African countries might also define migration politics. In a 
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budgetary discussion of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Assemble National, one MP 
brings up the notion that the housing of asylum candidates is not acceptable and should be 
further enhanced. Here criticism on third countries i.e. transit countries (countries that 
migrants cross to get to the EU) are dominating the discourse (Commission des affaires 
étrangères, 2022a). As many transit countries such as Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia are 
former French colonies the cooperation with those countries might also be of importance to 
remain influential there as well. To highlights the importance of this notion he concludes that 
until 2050 due to the climate crisis the budget in this area needs to be raised (Commission des 
affaires étrangères, 2022b). While wanting to maintain France`s attractiveness and good 
status in Africa, Amelia Lakrafi is asking the question of how to balance France's 
attractiveness while stopping irregulated migration. One possible reason why France fears 
losing their influence in Sub-Saharan Africa is their connection to their former colonies. 
Illegal immigration is another topic which is discussed in the budget discussion. Thibaut 
Francois, a right-wing MP, is highlighting the illegal migration numbers to EU territory, 
which he compares to the population of Lille to make them seem significant. He comments 
that this is due to the French lack of promoting their interest on a European institutional level, 
i.e. not focusing on Frontex and letting the French president of Frontex, Fabrice Leggeri, go 
during the French presidency of the EU. This paints a stark contrast to Ersilia Soudais, who 
not only stated that Frontex is abusing power but is also alleging human rights violations 
(Commission des affaires étrangères, 2022b).  
 The discourse in the parliament continues in the media coverage about the migration 
from Sub-Saharan Africa. The media discourse is influenced by coverage on the dangers of 
migration routes and the bad conditions of migration camps (Kaval, 2022). The discourse 
around migration in the EU institution is also part of the media discourse. Contrasting the 
approaches of the Council of Interior Ministers and especially former Austrian Interior 
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Minister Herbert Kickl who proposes transit countries as “return platforms" for migrants and 
with Doctors Without Borders “alarming” accounts of sea deaths in the Mediterranean Sea 

(Ducourtieux, 2018). Media is also focusing on right politicians that critique a European 
approach to migration like Marine LePen who criticises a European approach as 
“undemocratic” and frames migration as an example (Johannès, 2020). This adds to the 

balancing act the government has to make since right-wing politicians might capitalise on 
faults in migration policies. There is also a critical approach to French intervention in 
Africa’s affairs. In an article Vie Publique describes a list of conflicts that tarnishes the 
French African relationship made by the intellectual Achille Mbembe (Duclos-Grisier, 2021). 
The tightening of migration policy is named as a major source of French resentment. The 
influence the French are losing is presumably taken by other powers. Le Monde is titling the 
insertion of China into Africa “Chinafrique” and describes that China is becoming the first 

trading partner and the first builder of the continent, as well as the first bilateral donor of 
many African countries (Vircoulon, 2021). Altogether, it seems that France is trying to 
rebuild and strengthen the ties to their former colonies and other African states but the 
migration crisis, dangerous migration routes and camps are hindering French efforts to better 
relationships. 
 

4.1.3 Germany  
 In Germany, there is a multipolar discussion about migration, especially from Africa 
transiting through “transit countries” in North Africa and the Mediterranean Sea into the EU. 
Migration is a delicate topic since Germany has historically been an immigration country 
according to the social-democratic party SPD, a governing party (Yüksel, 2022). Since the 
migration crisis, there has been a strong anti-immigration sentiment. The discourse is centred 
around who is most impacted by migration and what a human but still orderly approach to 
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migration is. Hegle Lindh from the SPD is describing the shortfalls of German migration and
integration politics. According to her, the "Rechtstaat" (state under the rule of law) applies all
laws and principles on their external borders, and therefore, all migrants, illegal or not, are
deserving a humane migration approach (Lindh, 2023). The migration policy should be an
interplay of "humanity and order" and "humanity and pragmatism" (Lindh, 2023). While
Lindh's narrative focuses on the migrants as the centre of migration policy, the opposition
focuses on the narratives about security and the integration limitations of German communes.
Andrea Lindholz of the Christian-democratic party, CDU, counters that "humanity in
migration policy also means order, control and limitation" and highlights that German
communes are on their limit of integrating migrants (especially since there are many newly
arrived asylums seekers from Ukrainian) (Yüksel, 2022). She calls for more security and
external as well as internal border controls (still respecting the Schengen agreement).
Furthermore, she calls to lift barriers to return migrants more quickly to save third countries.
Strong cooperation with third countries is a proposition which is shared amongst members of
parliament. MPs from Die Grünen (the green party, as well a governing party) are calling for
more cooperation with third countries according to the framework of international and
European law. Integration is a key element of policy. Die Grünen is trying to frame the
integration of legal migrants as a positive aspect since they are a necessity to the German
workforce. From the EU, the governing coalition is expecting more solidarity and a more
integrated approach to migration. While the opposition remarks that the openness towards
immigrants would be against solidarity with European partners as it lures migrants to the EU
(Yüksel, 2022).
 The divide around focusing on orderly immigration and human-centred narrative also
takes place within the German press. There is a lot of news coverage around the bureaucratic
barriers that legal migrants experience when getting to Germany and other EU countries
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(Wetzel, 2023). Germany is framed as an attractive target country for migrants from Sub-
Saharan Africa, which could lead to immigrants' lives being improved by integrating into the
German society and Germany benefiting from motivated workers. Illegal immigration also is
present in the media narrative. Cooperation with transit countries, dangers of the route to
Europe, and the state of migration camps are part of news coverage (Gabriel, 2023). The
cooperation with transit countries to deter migrants from Sub-Saharan Africa is especially
criticised (Keilberth, 2023). Integration is framed by all parties as something that only can be
achieved by finding employment (MDR.de, 2023).
 

4.1.4 Discussion Civil Rights  
 National discussion around the norm of civil rights in the issue of migration differs 
significantly in the three countries that are part of this analysis. In comparison, it seems that 
the discussion around migration in France is often centred around the relationship with their 
colonies and other French-speaking countries and the fear of reaching a limit in the capacity 
of migrants that can be hosted and integrated into the society. Germany and Sweden share a 
more rules-based approach to migration and in context with international commitments and 
organisations. Especially Germany seems to be set on respecting the EU's approach to 
migration, which can be interpreted as a supranational value and calls on other countries to do 
the same. Germany's interest in migration is also shaped by its desire to integrate migrants 
and have them as part of its workforce. The German government especially emphasises that 
migration management, whether legal or not, should be based on the balance between 
humanity and order. A commonality is that around the term "border control", there is the 
unanimous agreement that the approach should be human and that the agency Frontex is 
criticised for their approach. All countries emphasise the significance of collaboration with 
transit countries for orderly migration to the EU. 
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4.2 Human Rights  
4.2.1 Sweden 

 In relation to the concessional grants and development initiatives made in the 
aftermath of the Covid-19, which led to the formation of TE, Sweden highlights the 
importance of countering that in several countries, the pandemic was used as a pretext to 
restrict human rights and the rule of law (Sveriges Riksdag, 2021). Sweden has, before the 
change in government in 2022, followed and feministic foreign policy approach which 
highlights that non-discrimination is at the core of its policy output. As highlighted in the 
theory section of this thesis, Sweden has universalistic tendencies that can empirically be 
observed in its documentary output. For that reason, they might focus on marginalised or 
historically discriminated groups such as women and girls, members of the LGBTI 
community and migrants who are at risk of having their human rights violated (Sveriges 
Riksdag, 2021). Sweden also reinforces their commitment to international organisations like 
the UNHCR and international commitments regarding human rights (Sveriges Riksdag, 
2021). Sweden sees itself as a forerunner in moral questions and advocates strongly for the 
rights of minorities within the international polity (Wallentheim, 2022) which can be 
summarised with the keyword "non-discrimination". This is evident by a notion brought 
forward by the Social democrat Anna Wallenstein and supported by the Riksdag, who 
advocates that Sweden should be a strong voice for LGBTI rights in all UN organs and 
should perpetuate LGBTI topics in their development aid strategies. The climate is also 
prominently present in the discourse around human rights, with the Aarhus convention 
securing the right for every human to live in an environment compatible with health and well-
being but also has an obligation to protect the environment both alone and in community with 
and future generations (Miljö-och jordbruksutskottets, 2023). Sweden also demonstrates their 
commitment towards "peace and security" and "accountability", especially in the case of 
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autocratic regimes. In a debate about human rights Margareta Cederfelt, a moderate MP, who 
is advocating for Sweden to position itself against human rights abuses, to push sanctions 
within the EU framework and to hold the instigators of the regimes accountable when human 
rights are violated (Utrikesutskottet, 2023b). Another point she is criticising is the violation 
of democratic processes and the press, which result in a lack of "participation" 
(Utrikesutskottet, 2023b). Altogether, it seems that Sweden, positions itself as a moral 
superpower within the international polity, which is engaged in all pillars of the OHCHR. It 
seems to be significantly engaged in the "Non-discrimination" aspect of human rights and 
uses its influence within IOs to promote human rights placed in international treaties and 
beyond. The governing moderate party, is insisting that aid should not be given to maintain 
authoritarian and corrupt regimes and that there must be demands for democratic and rule of 
law reforms in those states (Utrikesutskottet, 2023a).  

The Swedish news discourse reflects the focus of universalistic Sweden in following 
international law and safeguarding human rights. Even beyond the terms of international law, 
Swedish media is covering companies that engage in business relationships with countries 
that violate human rights (Al-Moushahidi, 2021). Their focus is also towards the non-
discrimination of minorities and women (Esbjörnsson, 2023). The media also extends the 
discourse around the influence of other countries in Africa, which they see as dangerous. 
According to the Afronbladet, Russia and China are a threat to human rights since they 
tolerate undemocratic countries with human rights abuses and sent unconditional grants and 
loans to them (Aftonbladet, 2022).  
 

4.2.2 France 
 The discourse around human rights is shaped by national pride in being the country in 
which human rights were first declared. In debate, this is often enforced to initiate action, to 
fight injustices and to apply human rights universalistic. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the focus of 
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Frances efforts to promote human rights is on their former colonies and French-speaking 
countries (Commission des affaires étrangères, 2023). Deepening the relationship with 
French-speaking countries and extending relationships with countries that are open to French 
influence seems to be a prerequisite for bilateral development assistance. In Ruanda, which is 
not a former French colony, France is willing to dedicate an AFD (French Development 
Agency) office there since "the Francophonie is now experiencing a revival in the country" 
and "the prospects for French companies are interesting." (Union interparlementaire, n.d.). 
Regarding the pillars of human rights, "Peace and Security" might be a focus of the French 
government. The motivation seems to be to secure French influence in Africa and especially 
in French colonies. To establish or safeguard "Peace and Security", France is providing 
military assistance and operations which as can be observed in the past in Mali (Commission 
des affaires étrangères, 2023). Laetitia Saint-Paul, an MP of the governing party, in 
reinforcing that the military presence of France is perceived increasingly negative in the 
"strategic Sahel region" and leaves room for other states (Commission des affaires étrangères, 
2023). Sabrina Sebaihi, in the same debate, emphasises that EU countries should heavily 
scrutinise military assistance and the delivery of weapons to be consistent with international 
commitments, human rights and the country's foreign policy objectives (Commission des 
affaires étrangères, 2023). Other pillars of human rights are also addressed by foreign policy. 
For example, "non-discrimination" against women and girls is addressed through French 
engagement in IOs even though it seems that there is harsh criticism on still supporting 
countries through the concessions of the AFD that rank negative on corruption indexes and 
human right abuses (Garot, 2023). "Development" is also a keyword that can be associated 
with French development aid. Food security is a key contributor to political stability, and the 
development of a resilient agricultural sector in Africa is a priory of the French government 
and the opposition, which was endangered, especially lately by Ukraine war. The 
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development of democracy i.e. “participation” and “accountability” is also supported 

although it seems to be less important than promoting peace and security in the region (Dos 
Santos & Schlimmer, 2021). Altogether the bilateral aid and interests seem to be centred 
around "peace and security" and concentrated towards former colonies and French-speaking 
countries in the Sub-Saharan African region. Similarly, to migration, French foreign policy 
seems to be targeted towards remaining influential and fending off Russia and China in the 
region. The aid is concentrated towards creating a relatively stable environment and less 
towards other human rights topics. It can be said that Frances approach to human rights 
promotion is less universalistic than Sweden’s and Germany`s feministic approach.    

The media discourse around human rights in Sub-Saharan Africa focuses strongly on 
human right violations. The news organisation LeMonde's coverage of human rights is often 
centred around conflicts and authoritarian governments that cause human rights abuses. Aid 
is given by providing military assistance, and to avoid situations like the forced exit out of 
Mali. The French government is tailoring the military aid towards the needs of the host 
country (Le Monde Avec, 2023). LeMonde also highlights the effect of food insecurity on 
Frances's former colonies and includes an appeal by UNICEF for national governments like 
France to prioritise food security as this, in addition to conflict, would make it increasingly 
hard to help local communities. Liberation also focuses on social topics that would fall more 
under the keyword of "non-discrimination", for example the recognising of forced 
pregnancies crimes against humanity in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Latour, 2023). 
The French foreign policy is described as realpolitik to remain influential and admits 
competition with China and Russia (Masseguin, 2022).  

 
4.2.3 Germany  

 Germany's current governing coalition, like Sweden's former coalition, follows a 
feministic foreign policy approach (Bundesregierung, 2022a), in association with human 
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rights, indicates that non-discrimination might be a core value promoted through German 
ODA. One of the key objectives of Germanies' foreign and development policy is counter 
structures of discrimination which prevents states to achieve human rights milestones in other 
areas (Bundesregierung, 2022c). The humanitarian engagement of Germanies development 
aid in Sub-Saharan Africa is targeted to help to counter catastrophes (emphasis is on the 
climate-related crisis) and to secure basic human needs that are the basis for the achievements 
of human rights, e.g. food security, health, protection, water and sanitation. For the governing 
coalition, a key part of building accountability and participation is strengthening marginalised 
groups. The rule of law and access to justice is seen as a prerequisite and catalyst for the 
achievement of all other development goals and for human rights. The opposition often 
remains sceptic of foreign aid targeted at establishing human rights. Especially the AFD 
(right-wing populist party) seems to hold the position that Germany should not interfere in 
foreign countries politics, which can be summarized by relativism. For example, the AFD 
brought in a notion to stop foreign aid to Nigeria entirely as, according to them, the effect 
was too small, and Germany should instead focus on business relationships with the rising 
African nation, which may lead to self-sufficiency and stop migrant flows (Friedhoff et al., 
2020). This notion was heavily criticised by both the governing coalition and the opposition, 
with the coalition emphasising that the focus on business interests would make Germany 
equal to China in the region. Generally, the AFD criticises the coalition foreign policy to be 
not having enough realpolitik and too much "moralpolitik" in which ideology is guiding 
decisions without evaluating effectivity (Jongen, 2023). Criticised are also military operations 
in Mali in conjunction to the French troop's retreat. While the right populistic AFD and the 
left party Die Linke advocate for a full retreat, the CDU is highlighting the importance of 
securing the humanitarian situation in Mali and not creating a power vacuum for Russia or 
China but criticised the effectiveness (Abraham, 2022).  
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Regarding the topic of human rights in Africa, German media was focused on a new
policy that would make German companies accountable for their supply chains, especially
when human rights, environmental and climate protection are violated (Zeit Online, 2023a).
Other than this, the focus is also on the discrimination of marginalised groups. For example,
Der Tagesspiegel is reporting about the abuses and ban on homosexuality in Uganda which
provoked an adverse reaction by the UN and German human rights authorities. The
publication also highlights the importance of applying human rights universally but has to be
in a way that does not "fuel conspiracy myths in Africa about international forces trying to
spread Western values" (Lehming, 2023). The publication Netzpolitik criticises Germanies
and the EU's development policies as, ODA, is used in African countries with repressive
regimes to invest in surveillance technologies which violate human rights. According to
Netzpolitik, 11.5 million euros from the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa were given to
Niger to purchase surveillance technologies such as drones to monitor their citizens and
manage migration movements (Rau, 2022).

 
4.2.4 Discussion Human Rights  

 As expected, due to their membership in several international organisations that 
promote the universality of human rights, there is a great normative overlap concerning the 
universality of human rights. Exceptions, where relativistic tendencies can be found, are in 
opposition parties. Sweden's foreign aid and normative meaning in relation to human rights 
are hard to assess since the government changed and the feminine foreign policy was 
abandoned. This could indicate a minor focus on "non-discrimination" in the future policy 
output. Given that Germany follows a feministic approach to foreign policy, there seems to 
be a normative overlap with Sweden's former policy approach when it comes to the "non-
discrimination" of minorities. While Sweden’s and Germany`s discourse focuses on "non-
discrimination" and go beyond the provisions of IO's, France seems to engage more in other 
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aspects of human rights. Security and the provision of basic humanitarian and crisis aid seem
to be the priority of the French political elite, which might be categorised under the keywords
"development" and "peace and security" as this represents the basis for humans to enjoy
human rights. France is especially militarily engaged in their former colonies in Sub-Saharan
Africa. All counties analysed are concerned about the influence of foreign states that are not
interested in improving the humanitarian situation in Sub-Saharan countries. Media discourse 
focuses on several humanitarian aspects, from "peace and security" to "accountability" of 
human rights abuses by repressive regimes in Sub-Saharan Africa, prevention of 
"participation" to "non-discrimination" of minorities.
 

4.3 Environmentalism  
4.3.1 Sweden  

 Sweden also sees itself as a driving political force in environment and climate 
development (Utrikesutskottet, 2021). Through climate diplomacy, Sweden aims to raise 
other countries' ambitions. This is also achieved by giving out foreign aid. One main focus of 
Sweden's foreign environmental policy is building up the capacity for climate change 
resilience and adaptability as well as reduced emissions of greenhouse gases in their partner 
countries (Sveriges Riksdag, 2021). The Swedenfund is investing heavily in renewable 
energy in Africa, providing access to electricity for 260,000 people in several African 
countries (Sveriges Riksdag, 2021). The moderates want to provide aid in order to increase 
"sustainable development" by investing in companies and put the burden on the states that 
receive the aid and, at the same time, avoid competing with private capital (Utrikesutskottet, 
2023a). Therefore, Sweden is active in several different regional (Nordic Development 
Fund), European and international initiatives. Sweden, coordinated with the EU, is aiming 
according to their climate targets to show leadership and become the world's first fossil-free 
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welfare state (Sveriges Riksdag, 2019). The Centre Party, a liberal agrarian party, highlights 
the role of women and girls in climate change since the consequences of climate change have 
a more significant negative impact on women than men and unequal participation in decision-
making processes often leads to women being excluded (Lundgren, 2022). The Centre Party 
also wants to dedicate development aid to contribute to more "sustainable development" 
globally in prompting global climate work by promoting access to renewable energy and 
investing in energy efficiency, moving towards a "green economy" (Lundgren, 2022). The 
Sweden democrats, who currently are part of the governmental coalition, are more critical of 
the Swedish role in environmental issues. They doubt that the role that Sweden currently has 
in taking the leading initative and deciding on significantly larger emission reductions than 
other countries is influencing other countries to go in the same direction (Kinnunen, 2022). 
Foreign policy should bind other countries to international agreements to “prevent climate 

change” Sweden can invest in climate change mitigation in other countries which emit more 

emissions. This proposition is also shared by the Christian Democratic Party (Miljö-och 
jordbruksutskottets, 2019). The topic of “climate migration” is as well a priority for the 
Sweden Democrats as for them “climate change prevention” In less developed countries will 

reduce humanitarian aid and climate migration (Utrikesutskottet, 2021).  
in the media Sweden`s leading role in development aid is highlighted as well. The 

Dagens Nyherter is covering the struggles within the current government coalition to have a 
clear line on climate issues and the leading role in environmental protection (Dagens 
Nyherter, 2022). The Aftonbladet covers the linkage between development aid towards 
sustainable development and business interests. The new moderate minister has dual roles 
and portfolios as minister of aid and foreign trade, which he would like to connect. In the 
Expressen, especially since the conflict in Ukraine is putting European countries under an 
immense financial burden, there is much coverage on "climate migration". Charlotta Norrby 
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by, the Secretary-General Swedish Mission Council, is warning about the rising number of 
climate refugees in doubling until 2050 and therefore, investments in climate, environment, 
and resilience have to be prioritised (Expressen, 2022).  

 
4.3.2 France  

 Frances present Minister of foreign affairs Catherine Colonna sees climate change as 
a key priority of their foreign policy strategy (Abomangoli, 2022). To create appropriateness 
for ODA with a special focus on environmental protection was a strong focus of the 
government (AFD, 2023). It`s integrated in many other areas such as migration and food 
security as well. Food security has to be achieved by less developed nations against the 
backdrop of climate change. This can be related to both climate change adaptation and 
sustainable development. Their contribution related to climate related challenges are 
concentrated in multilateral and European funds like the Green Climate Fund and the African 
Development Fund. The focus here is “sustainable development”, “green economy”, and both 

climate adaption and climate change prevention. The right-wing party RN, which is sceptic 
on development aid in general, objects the notion that climate aid is effective  even though 
they argue that most emissions are emitted by other countries (Abomangoli, 2022). Countries 
should invest in themselves and act in accordance with the Paris climate agreement to prevent 
climate change. They demand more conditionality for development aid in general and a 
control mechanism to audit if investments were successful. The left wing and green parties 
also advocate for a more effective way to track their investments especially when it comes to 
corruption that is prevalent in less developed countries (Abomangoli, 2022). There is an 
overlap in their opinion on food security with the government party which can be achieved by 
building a sustainable, adaptive, green agricultural economy. This would also reduce the risk 
of climate events caused by climate change and also reduce the flow of climate migrants to 
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France. There is agreement to make these investments through international funds and the 
national development agency AFD. Altogether the ODA dispersed by France is driven by 
their interest in establishing stability in those countries and to prevent climate migration, 
climate disasters, and adapt to more extreme weather.  
 The French media is shaped by the discourse around how to fight climate change in 
less developed countries and at home. For the region of Sub-Saharan Africa, the news 
coverage, like with every issue area before, is dominated by security and food stability issues 
that are the consequence of climate change. Le Monde is reinforcing that for the Subs-
Saharan African region climate change is a large contributor to economic and political 
instability (Caramel, 2019). The effect of climate change according to Le Monde would also 
contribute to less development aid being deployed as security and political instability in Sub-
Saharan Africa leads to difficulties to deploy adaptation and risk mitigation strategies 
(Grosjean, 2023). This violence, political instability and more extreme weather is also leading 
to an increase of (climate) migrants that flee to France. There is also a discourse around the 
possibilities that investments by France and Europe can have in green energy sectors in 
Africa. Le Point, for example, is reporting on the large opportunities Sub-Saharan African 
countries have when European countries invest in their sustainable development of 
alternative energies (Rantrua, 2023). 
 

4.3.3 Germany  
 Germanies foreign climate policy is like their other policy approaches is guided by the 
inclusive feministic norms (Bundesregierung, 2022b). In their joint plan to fight climate 
change internationally the governing coalition of Die Grünen, SPD and FDP highlights that 
and vulnerable individuals from the Global South, especially women and children, are most 
at risk of the loss of culture and identity, i.e. non-economic damage - although they have 
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contributed least to the climate crisis. There is a strong dedication towards international 
agreements and towards contributing to funds coordinated within the international framework 
of states that contribute towards solving climate issues. They aim to partner bi- and 
multilaterally with likeminded and countries that receive those grants. For these reasons 
supporting the “least developed countries” who are most impacted by climate change is one 
of the main focuses of the German government. According to the governing coalition the 
development aid and climate financing should perpetuate (Western) norms and political and 
economic stability (Bundesregierung, 2022d). This highlights the universalistic foreign policy 
approach and Germany as an international norm-maker. Climate change policy is framed as 
an emerging human right by the governing coalition which applies to every human 
(Bundesregierung, 2022d). Regarding which aspect of Environmentalism is especially 
highlighted there are several points at focus. One of their main focuses is to build up climate 
change adaptivity in least developed countries in e.g. Sub-Saharan Africa which can be seen 
in the regional TE`s “Climate Change Adaptation & Resilience - Africa” which Germany 

along France and Sweden is part of. Their plan in which the coalition lays down their policy 
includes all relevant keywords of the table which indicate a broad overlap with the TE 
framework. The right-wing party AFD seems to be very critical of ODA targeted at climate 
topics. They criticise that especially climate projects in other countries such as the Sub-
Saharan states are targeted while the prices for energy in Germany are surging as a 
consequence of the war in Ukraine (Frohnmaier, 2023). This follows a general reluctance to 
legitimize climate topics of any relevance and scepticism of the effectiveness of any climate 
policies (Wiehle, 2022). For the CDU climate change policy has to be connected to economic 
and social development (CDU, n.d.) and has priority in the ODA delivered to African 
countries which could also diminish Russian and Chinese influence (Silberhorn, 2023).  
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The discourse of the media in Germany focuses on climate events and the need to 
climate adaptation and climate change prevention. For example, one article by the Spiegel is 
focusing on climate change caused food shortages in (Sub-Saharan) African countries to 
which investments in climate change adaptation have to follow. Climate migration also is a 
topic in German media. There are a lot of articles about the opportunities to establish 
sustainable development towards a green economy by investing in green energy projects in 
Africa. Often the investments are made by German companies or subsidised by the German 
development agency KfW (Lehmann, 2023). An article by the Zeit is reporting on a council 
of experts on migration advocating for Germany to establish a system to allow people from 
regions that are impaired most by climate change and extreme climate events to migrate to 
Germany (Zeit Online, 2023b). The debate of climate migrants` status as not worthy of being 
qualified to be granted asylum under international asylum law is also focus of this article.  

 
4.3.4 Discussion Environmentalism  

 Towards the norm of Environmentalism there is a similar divide seen already in the 
other norm categories. Germany and Sweden follow a very inclusive approach focusing on 
inclusivity and minority protection. Germany even elevating climate justice as a human right. 
For France the investment in climate change policy especially climate change adaptation is 
framed by the governing parties as a way to create stability in the Sub-Saharan African region 
that is on the one hand fulfilling their responsibility for their former colonies and securing 
their influence in the region but also deals with other issue areas such as migration and food 
security. It can be observed is that all right-wing parties in all countries are in varying degrees 
sceptics of foreign climate aid and call for measures to track the use of the funds. While their 
approaches are different many countries are active in the same TE initiatives which indicates 
a normative overlap. Another topic is the demand for countries that receive aid to adapt 
western values such as democracy and rule of law. While these demands can be described as 
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universalist this approach reminds of Jefffrey Checkles theory of norm diffusion were 
countries have logic of consequences to follow norms or the conceive means approach to 
norm diffusion by Buzan. Altogether, it seems that all parties across all three countries that 
are governing consider environmentalism as an emerging necessity and therefore implement 
similar policies to transform Sub-Saharan economies to make them more sustainable and 
resilient. The interests may be different but it seems to be a more interconnected 
supranational approach. 

 
4.4 General Discussion

 France's special relationship with the "Francophonie" in these regions is shaping the
norms across all three norms in their development aid. It can be argued that this relationship
and the duty that France sees in aiding their former colonies affect normative meaning.
Especially towards the violation of human rights, France might perceive itself to have not the
moral authority to follow a universalistic approach. It might be, due to the historical ties,
more cautious and meet more resistance due to anti-colonial sentiments in these regions. This
might lead France to follow a more relativistic approach in contrast to Sweden and Germany.

What is observable across the three norms and issue areas is that the EU fears losing
influence in Sub-Saharan Africa. The Swedish parliament is highlighting that the Chinese are
increasingly using development aid that is not in line with ODA as defined by DAC as a
foreign policy tool to exert influence in developing nations. This is clearly seen as a threat to
the development aid of TE, the overall European foreign policy and the promoting activities
of its norms. Since there are no conditions for aid such as human rights, or democratic 
institutions, developing countries might prefer this aid. This can lead to the conclusion that a 
European approach to foreign development aid was not only made to deliver aid more 
effectively but also to remain or gain influence in developing countries and fend off countries
with different normative outputs or different understanding of norms. Similar to Frances's 
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approach, this might result in a more relativistic approach towards human rights and other 
norms. As national interests are reflected in the normative meaning of different nations, the 
question of how far interests influence normative output remains essential. This thesis might 
raise questions about how influential (European) norms really are or if interests mainly 
influence foreign policy. Regarding the two theories of norm diffusion, this research reveals 
that between the European member states, there is agreement on the importance of fundamental
norms, but the normative meaning remains varying to a certain degree. This is in line with
Buzan (2004), whose theory of norm formation is based on proximity and cooperation. The
conditionality of ODA can be seen as both in line with Checkel's theory of norm formation.
European countries hope that through ODA, compliance from a “logic of consequences” is
changing to compliance due to an “logic of appropriateness” (Checkel, 2005, p.804). The
global competition in ODA and foreign investment is demising the effect of penalties and
might lead to less conditionality of ODA in future to remain influential in specific regions
and promote norms. Right-wing parties, in all three countries, advocate for tightened control
on ODA and compliance with norms and generally are more sceptic of norm promotion
through ODA than other parties. Their approach is more centred around business ties and can
be described relativistic. This indicates that more right-wing parties in European governments
would impact TE norm promotion substantially.

Even though on a European level, TE conducts common ODA, the normative
meaning and individual interests differ from state to state, which might indicate that overall
the (European) norms and their meaning might need to be stronger in terms of coherence. The
framework of TE accommodates these differences as a member state is not forced into
engaging in an initiative, and therefore partnerships according to shared normative meanings
and interests can be built within the TE approach while supranational EU institutions, that are
more autonomous can also engage in common initiatives. This results in a framework
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allowing states to conduct their ODA according to their normative understanding while not 
providing a gateway towards norm integration of the EU members. 

To the different theories of European integration, there are elements of all three 
different theories that were discussed in the literature section of this thesis. Least prominent 
are aspects of Neo-Functionalism as the norms and national interests that countries have are 
varying, especially between the more feminine universalistic foreign policy approach of 
Germany and Sweden and the more relativistic approach of France. The normative aspects 
around Environmentalism seem to overlap as they all engage in similar policy programs and 
contribute to common funds. Following Hall (1993), there needs to be at least a minimal 
overlap of norms to pursue a common policy within the European context. The norms that 
France and arguably other countries promote seem to be motivated partly by interests such as 
remaining influential in the region, stopping migration and economic interests. There are as 
well some elements of Discursive Institutionalism as parties, i.e. political elites with the same 
political ideologies, promote similar norms and interests. They try to establish vertical 
appropriateness for their foreign aid programs by communicating their norms and interests 
top-down to their voters in parliamentary debates, public plans and press coverage. 
Politicians primarily focus on national values and interests when communicating their ODA 
policy. The most fitting theory based on the data gathered is New Intergovernmentalism. 
National norms and interests seem to play a considerable part in national ODA policies. 
While the three countries have fundamentally the same norms, their particular interests in the 
Sub-Saharan region are quite different from each other. Therefore, there is minimal 
normative overlap between the states that were part of the analysis. Sweden and Germany. 
These differences might have facilitated the need for a common approach in order to present 
the EU to the outside more coherently and promote fundamental (European) norms more 
effectively. The whole TE approach was based on the notion of providing coordinated aid 
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against the backdrop of a global pandemic and more efficiency within a common European 
framework; therefore, it can be described as a de novo institution. In TE, nation states interest 
and normative promotion remain on the nation-state's willingness to participate alongside 
more integrated European institutions such as the European Development Bank. As 
anticipated, there is no conclusive answer to the research question as there is no academic 
consensus around which theory of European integration is coherent. In the research, elements 
of each integration theory were found, but it can be extracted that the most overlap between 
theories and findings was discovered in New Intergovernmentalism and the least with Neo-
Functionalism. 

 
4.5 Limitations and Acknowledgments 

 There are several limitations this thesis faces. Due to the scope of the thesis, the 
normative meanings of all members of TE cannot be accounted for. For this reason, three 
countries that stand on a theoretical scale of universalistic to relativistic were chosen. Future 
research might account for every state or use a more comprehensive sample size. 
Additionally, a detailed picture of the national discourse around normative meaning cannot 
be displayed. Often these positions are just snapshots of the normative meaning of a party or 
party member at one point in time. Significantly since the governments in Sweden and 
Germany changed during the research period, this has to be acknowledged. Also, the focus on 
Sub-Saharan Africa introduced significant interests by the member states, which might skew 
the normative meaning of certain norms. 

As it is out of the scope of this thesis, the question of stakeholders' (States and private 
companies) perception both within and outside of TE, its initiatives, and the norms they 
promote remains open. This would give insights into the overall legitimacy, probability of 
norm diffusion and policy success of TE. An unfavourable perception might weaken Team 



64  

  

Europe's efficacy and influence collaboration and cooperation with stakeholders (i.e. ODA 
receiving states). In contrast, positive perceptions can strengthen Team Europe's normative 
influence and capacity to accomplish its objectives. For former colonial states such as France, 
this would be beneficial since it could help to overcome post-colonial scepticism, especially 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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5. Conclusion 
This thesis set out to research the norm formation of the new development imitative of the 
EU. In order to give context, the concepts of Norms, ODA and theories of norm diffusion 
were illuminated. To understand how European institutions, such as TE, develop three 
competing theories of European integration that were described and applied to the norm 
diffusion and integration of TE. In order to research the normative meanings that entered the 
formation process of TE, this thesis orientated itself on Antje Wiener's (2008) book "Invisible 
Constitution of Politics", where discourse analysis was used to extract normative meaning 
from European member states. Three EU countries' normative meaning and discourse around 
three issue areas (Migration, Human Rights Promotion, Environmental action) related to 
fundamental norms (Human Rights, Citizenship, Environmentalism) were analysed to 
research the normative overlap exemplary for the whole TE. The time frame for this study 
was from the establishment of TE until this study was made (June 2023), and for geographic 
demarcation, the region of Sub-Saharan Africa was chosen since TE is actively involved in 
this region. The material analysed was, on the one hand, official national documents and, on 
the other hand, press releases around development aid.  

This thesis findings suggest a minimal normative overlap between the universalist 
approach inspired by the feminist foreign policy approach and France's foreign policy, which 
focuses on the relationship to their former colonies. Besides the notion that these norms were 
significant for each country, the normative meaning varied from country to country. While 
not finding conclusive evidence to accept or reject any hypothesis indefinitely, elements of all 
three theories were found. It can be extracted from the analysis that the most overlap between 
theories and findings was found in New Intergovernmentalism and the least in Neo-
Functionalism. Along with this finding, other interesting findings were reported. France's 
relationship with French-speaking countries influences the normative meaning of 
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development aid. This influence, in contrast with Germany and Sweden and changes their 
normative meaning towards being more relativistic. Another factor that was found is the 
influence of other states in this region that shaped normative meaning for all three countries. 
Since interests have an effect on how norms are promoted and formed foreign aid decisions, 
raises questions about the importance of norms in foreign policy. This thesis is an addition to 
the research of European integration and represents an extension to research around European 
institutions as it adds to the academic discussion of the different European integration 
theories. Understanding the dynamic of norm formation behind TE within the context of 
broader integration literature may give scholars of European Studies an explanatory 
framework to understand better TEs, institutional design, and future policy decisions. 
  



67  

  

6. References 
Arvin, B. M., & Drewes, T. (2001). Are there biases in German bilateral aid allocations? 
 Applied Economics Letters. https://doi.org/10.1080/13504850150504540  
Berthélemy, J. (2006). Bilateral Donors’ Interest vs. Recipients’ Development Motives in Aid 

Allocation: Do All Donors Behave the Same? Review of Development  
 Economics, 10(2), 179–194. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9361.2006.00311.x  
Bickerton, C. J., Hodson, D., & Puetter, U. (2015). The New Intergovernmentalism: 

European Integration in the Post-Maastricht Era. Journal of Common Market Studies, 
53(4),  703–722. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12212 

Björkdahl, A. (2012). Towards a reflexive study of norms, norm diffusion and identity (re-) 
construction: The transformative power of the European Union in the Western 
Balkans. Department of Political Science. 
https://lup.lub.lu.se/search/publication/3731863   

Björkdahl, A. (2013). Ideas and Norms in Swedish Peace Policy. Swiss Political Science 
Review, 19(3), 322–337. https://doi.org/10.1111/spsr.12046 

BMZ. (2022). Geber im Vergleich. Bundesministerium Für Wirtschaftliche 
 Zusammenarbeit Und Entwicklung. https://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/zahlen-
 fakten/oda-zahlen/geber-im-vergleich-19222  
Börzel, T. A., & Risse, T. (2012). From Europeanisation to Diffusion: Introduction. West 
 European Politics, 35(1), 1–19. https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2012.631310  
Borrell, J. (2021, March 15). A strong #TeamEurope approach will be crucial to progress on 

migration. twitter.com. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from 
https://twitter.com/josepborrellf/status/1371588253850083328?lang=en 

https://doi.org/10.1080/13504850150504540
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-9361.2006.00311.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12212
https://lup.lub.lu.se/search/publication/3731863
https://doi.org/10.1111/spsr.12046
https://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/zahlen-%09fakten/oda-zahlen/geber-im-vergleich-19222
https://www.bmz.de/de/ministerium/zahlen-%09fakten/oda-zahlen/geber-im-vergleich-19222
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2012.631310
https://twitter.com/josepborrellf/status/1371588253850083328?lang=en


68  

  

Bräutigam, D. (2011). Aid ‘With Chinese Characteristics’: Chinese Foreign Aid and 

 Development Finance Meet the OECD-DAC Aid Regime. Journal of International 
 Development, 23(5), 752–764. https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.1798 
Burni, A., Erforth, B., Friesen, I., Hackenesch, C., Hoegl, M., & Keijzer, N. (2021). Who 
 Called Team Europe? The EU’s Development Policy Response During the First 

 Wave of COVID-19. The European Journal of Development Research, 34(1), 
 524–539. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-021-00428-7  
Buzan, B. (2004). From International to World Society? English School Theory and the 
 Social Structure of Globalisation. Cambridge University Press. 
Checkel, J. T. (1999). Norms, Institutions, and National Identity in Contemporary Europe. 

International Studies Quarterly, 43(1), 84–114. https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-
8833.00112   

Checkel, J. T. (2001). Why Comply? Social Learning and European Identity Change. 
International Organization, 55(3), 553–588. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/00208180152507551  

Checkel, J. T. (2005). International Institutions and Socialization in Europe: Introduction and 
Framework. International Organization, 59(04). 
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818305050289 

Ciarlo, D. (2008). Globalizing German Colonialism. German History, 26(2), 285–298. 
 https://doi.org/10.1093/gerhis/ghn007  
Cohen-Tanugi, L. (2021). Europe as an international normative power: state of play and 
 perspectives. Groupe D’études Géopolitiques. 
 https://geopolitique.eu/en/articles/europe-as-an-international-normative-power-state-
 of-play-and-perspectives/    
Cini, M., & Borragán, N. P. (2016). European Union Politics. Oxford University Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1002/jid.1798
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41287-021-00428-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-8833.00112
https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-8833.00112
https://doi.org/10.1162/00208180152507551
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818305050289
https://doi.org/10.1093/gerhis/ghn007
https://geopolitique.eu/en/articles/europe-as-an-international-normative-power-state-%09of-play-and-perspectives/
https://geopolitique.eu/en/articles/europe-as-an-international-normative-power-state-%09of-play-and-perspectives/


69  

  

Csehi, R., & Puetter, U. (2021). Who determined what governments really wanted? 
Preference formation and the euro crisis. West European Politics, 44(3), 463–484. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2020.1731666  

Dahl, A. (2006). Sweden: Once a Moral Superpower, Always a Moral Superpower? 
International Journal, 61(4), 895. https://doi.org/10.2307/40204222  

Damro, C. (2012). Market power Europe. Journal of European Public Policy, 19(5), 682–

699. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2011.646779  
Dietz, T., Ostrom, E., & Stern, P. C. (2003). The Struggle to Govern the Commons. Science, 

302(5652), 1907–1912. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015  
Donnelly, S. (2023). Bank supervision between risk reduction and economic renewal. 
 Journal of European Integration, 45(1), 59–77. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/07036337.2023.2183391  
Eckert, E., & Kovalevska, O. (2021). Sustainability in the EU: Analyzing the Discourse of 

the European Green Deal. Journal of Risk and Financial Management,  14(2), 80. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/jrfm14020080  

European Commission. (n.d.). International Partnerships. Retrieved June 11, 2023, from 
https://international-partnerships-ec-europa-eu. countries/sub-saharan-
africa_en#priority-areas-of-eu-cooperation-in-sub-saharan-africa  

Gayim, E. (2016). The Discourse on Human Rights and the International Regime of Human 
Rights. Nordicum-Mediterraneum, 11(3). https://doi.org/10.33112/nm.11.3.4 

Goniewicz, K., Khorram-Manesh, A., Hertelendy, A. J., Goniewicz, M., Naylor, K., & 
 Burkle, F. M. (2020). Current Response and Management Decisions of the European 
 Union to the COVID-19 Outbreak: A Review. Sustainability, 12(9), 3838. 
 https://doi.org/10.3390/su12093838  

https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2020.1731666
https://doi.org/10.2307/40204222
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2011.646779
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1091015
https://doi.org/10.1080/07036337.2023.2183391
https://doi.org/10.3390/jrfm14020080
https://international-partnerships-ec-europa-eu.ezproxy2.utwente.nl/countries/sub-saharan-africa_en#priority-areas-of-eu-cooperation-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://international-partnerships-ec-europa-eu.ezproxy2.utwente.nl/countries/sub-saharan-africa_en#priority-areas-of-eu-cooperation-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://doi.org/10.33112/nm.11.3.4
https://doi.org/10.3390/su12093838


70  

  

Haas, E. B. (1961, June 1). International Integration: The European and the Universal 
Process. International Organization, 15(3), 366–392. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818300002198 

Haglund-Morrissey, A. (2007, January 1). European Union VALUE PROMOTION A ND 
 THE EUROPEAN NEIGHBORHOOD POLICY. Brill. 
 https://brill.com/view/journals/seeu/31-32/1/article-p39_4.xml  
Hall, P. (1993). Policy Paradigms, Social Learning, and the State: The Case of Economic 
 Policymaking in Britain. Comparative Politics, 25(3), 275. 
 https://doi.org/10.2307/422246  
Hodson, D., & Puetter, U. (2019). The European Union in disequilibrium: new 

intergovernmentalism, postfunctionalism and integration theory in the post-Maastricht 
period. Journal of European Public Policy, 26(8), 1153–1171. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2019.1569712 

Hoffmann, M. J. (2010). Norms and Social Constructivism in International Relations. Oxford  
 Research Encyclopaedia of International Studies.  
 https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.60  
Johnston, A. I. (2001). Treating International Institutions as Social Environments. 
 International Studies Quarterly, 45(4), 487–515. https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-
 8833.00212  
Keijzer, N., Burni, A., Erforth, B., & Friesen, I. (2021). The rise of the Team Europe 
 approach in European Union development cooperation: assessing a moving target. 
 German Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS). 
 https://doi.org/10.23661/dp22.2021  
Kiratli, O. S. (2018). Aiding together? Europeans’ attitudes on common aid policy. European  
  Union Politics, 20(2), 261–281. https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116518794306  

https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818300002198
https://brill.com/view/journals/seeu/31-32/1/article-p39_4.xml
https://doi.org/10.2307/422246
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2019.1569712
https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.60
https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-%098833.00212
https://doi.org/10.1111/0020-%098833.00212
https://doi.org/10.23661/dp22.2021
https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116518794306


71  

  

Knoll, A., Sherriff, A., & Expert Group for Aid Studies. (2017). Making Waves: Implications  
  of the irregular migration and refugee situation on Official Development Assistance  
  spending and practices in Europe. ECDPM.  
 https://ecdpm.org/application/files/2416/5546/8808/ECDPM-EBA-Making-Waves-

Migration-Refugee-ODA-Europe-2017.pdf  
Jørgensen, K. E. (2015). The Study of European Foreign Policy: Trends and Advances.  
 SAGE Publications Ltd, 14–27. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473915190.n2  
Lerch, M., & Schwellnus, G. (2006). Normative by nature? The role of coherence in 

justifying the EU’s external human rights policy. Journal of European Public Policy, 
13(2), 304–321. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501760500452665 

Laïdi, Z. (2008). The Normative Empire: the unintended consequences of European Power. 
 https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Normative-Empire:-the-unintended-
 consequences-La%C3%AFdi/102834f85702677b78f2bea52bbb6e34b30b11f3 
Lenz, T. (2012). Spurred Emulation: The European Union and Regional Integration in 
 Mercosur and  SADC. West European Politics, 35(1), 155–173. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2012.631319  
Manners, I. (2002). Normative Power Europe: A Contradiction in Terms? Journal of 
 Common Market Studies, 40(2), 235–258. https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00353  
Manners, I. (2008). The Normative Ethics of the European Union.  
 Royal Institute of International Affairs, 84(1), 45–60. 
 https://www.jstor.org/stable/25144714  
Moga, T. L. (2009). The Contribution of the Neofunctionalist and Intergovernmentalist 
 Theories to the Evolution of the European Integration Process. Journal of Alternative 
 Perspectives in the Social Sciences, 1(3), 796–807. 
 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/40542728_The_Contribution_of_the_Neofu

https://ecdpm.org/application/files/2416/5546/8808/ECDPM-EBA-Making-Waves-Migration-Refugee-ODA-Europe-2017.pdf
https://ecdpm.org/application/files/2416/5546/8808/ECDPM-EBA-Making-Waves-Migration-Refugee-ODA-Europe-2017.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473915190.n2
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501760500452665
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Normative-Empire:-the-unintended-%09consequences-La%C3%AFdi/102834f85702677b78f2bea52bbb6e34b30b11f3
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-Normative-Empire:-the-unintended-%09consequences-La%C3%AFdi/102834f85702677b78f2bea52bbb6e34b30b11f3
https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2012.631319
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-5965.00353
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25144714
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/40542728_The_Contribution_of_the_Neofu%09nctionalist_and_Intergovernmentalist_Theories_to_the_Evolution_of_the_EuropeanIn%09tegration_Process


72  

  

 nctionalist_and_Intergovernmentalist_Theories_to_the_Evolution_of_the_EuropeanIn
 tegration_Process  
Moravcsik, A. (2013). The Choice for Europe. In Routledge eBooks. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315072258  
 Niemann, A. (2020). Neofunctionalism. In The Palgrave Handbook of EUROPEAN 

UNIONCrises (pp. 115–133). https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-51791-5 
OECD. (n.d.). Financing for sustainable development. https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-
 sustainable-development/  
OHCHR. (n.d.). OMP 2022-2023. https://www2.ohchr.org/english/OMP_22_23/  
Oleinik, A. (2010). Mixing quantitative and qualitative content analysis: triangulation at 
 work. Quality &Amp; Quantity, 45(4), 859–873. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11135-
 010-9399-4  
Riddell, R. C. (2008). Does Foreign Aid Really Work? (Illustrated). Oxford University Press. 
 https://books.google.de/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rCO0RXzhW48C&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&
 ots=L9HmiAUS8w&sig=NYyuxay72Z5YKpQ1Q0kidIY8jJY&redir_esc=y#v=onepa
 ge&q&f=false  
Rosamond, B. (2000). Theories of European Integration. In Bloomsbury Publishing Plc 
 eBooks. https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350389199  
Schmidt, V. A. (2000). Democracy and Discourse in an Integrating Europe and a Globalising 

World. European Law Journal, 6(3), 277–300.  
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0386.00108  

Schmidt, V. A. (2008). Discursive Institutionalism: The Explanatory Power of Ideas and 
Discourse. Annual Review of Political Science, 11(1), 303–326. 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.060606.135342  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/40542728_The_Contribution_of_the_Neofu%09nctionalist_and_Intergovernmentalist_Theories_to_the_Evolution_of_the_EuropeanIn%09tegration_Process
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/40542728_The_Contribution_of_the_Neofu%09nctionalist_and_Intergovernmentalist_Theories_to_the_Evolution_of_the_EuropeanIn%09tegration_Process
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315072258
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-51791-5
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-%09sustainable-development/
https://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-%09sustainable-development/
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/OMP_22_23/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11135-%09010-9399-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11135-%09010-9399-4
https://books.google.de/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rCO0RXzhW48C&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&%09ots=L9HmiAUS8w&sig=NYyuxay72Z5YKpQ1Q0kidIY8jJY&redir_esc=y#v=onepa ge&q&f=false
https://books.google.de/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rCO0RXzhW48C&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&%09ots=L9HmiAUS8w&sig=NYyuxay72Z5YKpQ1Q0kidIY8jJY&redir_esc=y#v=onepa ge&q&f=false
https://books.google.de/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rCO0RXzhW48C&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&%09ots=L9HmiAUS8w&sig=NYyuxay72Z5YKpQ1Q0kidIY8jJY&redir_esc=y#v=onepa ge&q&f=false
https://doi.org/10.5040/9781350389199
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0386.00108
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.11.060606.135342


73  

  

Schmidt, V. A. (2010). Taking ideas and discourse seriously: explaining change through 
discursive institutionalism as the fourth ‘new institutionalism.’ European Political 
Science Review, 2(01), 1. https://doi.org/10.1017/s175577390999021x  

Schmidt, V. A. (2011). Speaking of change: why discourse is key to the dynamics of policy 
transformation. Critical Policy Studies, 5(2), 106–126. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2011.576520  

Schmidt, V. A. (2012). Discursive Institutionalism. Duke University Press eBooks, 85–113. 
https://doi.org/10.1215/9780822395362-004  

Schmidt, V. A. (2013). Arguing about the Eurozone crisis: a discursive institutionalist 
analysis. Critical Policy Studies, 7(4), 455–462. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2013.851314 

Schmidt, V. A. (2016). The New European Union Governance: New Intergovernmentalism, 
New Supranationalism, and New Parliamentarism. Les Cahiers Du Cevipol, 5, 5–31. 
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-

 studies/resources/docs/iaiwp1611.pdf  
Schimmelfennig, F., & Sedelmeier, U. (2019). The Europeanization of Eastern Europe: the 

external incentives model revisited. Journal of European Public Policy, 27(6), 814–

833. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2019.1617333  
Team Europe. (n.d.). Dashboard | Team Europe Initiative and Joint Programming tracker. 

https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/tei-jp-tracker/     
Team Europe Initiatives. (2022, December 12). International Partnerships. 

https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/team-europe-initiatives_en 
 Treaty of Lisbon. (2007, December 7). Official Journal of the European Union C 306/1. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXT  

https://doi.org/10.1017/s175577390999021x
https://doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2011.576520
https://doi.org/10.1215/9780822395362-004
https://doi.org/10.1080/19460171.2013.851314
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-%09studies/resources/docs/iaiwp1611.pdf
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-%09studies/resources/docs/iaiwp1611.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2019.1617333
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/tei-jp-tracker/
https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/team-europe-initiatives_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007L/TXT


74  

  

Slominski, P., & Trauner, F. (2018). How do Member States Return Unwanted Migrants? 
The Strategic (non-)use of ‘Europe’ during the Migration Crisis. Journal of Common 
Market Studies, 56(1), 101–118. https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12621  

Walters, W. (2010). Imagined Migration World: The EU’s Anti-Illegal Immigration 
Discourse. In Palgrave Macmillan UK eBooks (pp. 73–95). Palgrave Macmillan. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230294882_4 

Wiener, A. (2008). The Invisible Constitution of Politics: Contested Norms and 
 International Encounters. Cambridge University Press. 
 Zanger, S. C. (2000). Good Governance and European Aid: The Impact of Political 
 Conditionality. European Union Politics, 1(3), 293–317. 
 https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116500001003002  
Zürn, M., & Checkel, J. T. (2005). Getting Socialized to Build Bridges: Constructivism and 

Rationalism, Europe and the Nation-State. International Organization, 59(04). 
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818305050356  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jcms.12621
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230294882_4
https://doi.org/10.1177/1465116500001003002
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0020818305050356


75  

  

7. References for the Analysis
Abomangoli, N. (2022). AU NOM DE LA COMMISSION DES AFFAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES
 SUR LE PROJET DE loi de finances pour 2023 (n° 273). In Assemblee Nationale.
 Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.assemblee-
 nationale.fr/dyn/16/rapports/cion_afetr/l16b0337-tiii_rapport-avis#_Toc256000048
Abraham, K. (2022). Deutscher Bundestag – 20. Wahlperiode – 18. Sitzung. In Deutscher

Bundestag (Plenarprotokoll 20/18).
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20018.pdf#P.1336

AFD. (2023, May 15). Résultats 2022: un Groupe renforcé, des objectifs atteints. AFD -
Agence Française De Développement. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from
https://www.afd.fr/fr/actualites/resultats-2022-un-groupe-renforce-des-objectifs-
atteints

Aftonbladet. (2022, May 21). Putins charmoffensiv i Afrika – söker FN-stöd. Aftonbladet.
Retrieved June 7, 2023, from https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/G3E2n6/putins-
charmoffensiv-i-afrika-soker-fn-stod

Al-Moushahidi, J. (2021, May 27). Straffa företag som bryter mot mänskliga rättigheter.
 Aftonbladet. https://www.aftonbladet.se/ledare/a/9OPG1q/straffa-foretag-som-bryter-
 mot-manskliga-rattigheter
Bundesregierung. (2022a). Antwort der Bundesregierung auf die Kleine Anfrage der

Abgeordneten Petr Bystron, Joachim Wundrak, Eugen Schmidt, weiterer
Abgeordneter und der Fraktion der AfD – Drucksache 20/2503 – Förderung von
sogenannten LSBTI-Initiativen, Gender und feministischen Gruppierungen im
Ausland. In Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache 20/3021).
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/030/2003021.pdf

https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20018.pdf#P.1336
https://www.afd.fr/fr/actualites/resultats-2022-un-groupe-renforce-des-objectifs-atteints
https://www.afd.fr/fr/actualites/resultats-2022-un-groupe-renforce-des-objectifs-atteints
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/G3E2n6/putins-charmoffensiv-i-afrika-soker-fn-stod
https://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/G3E2n6/putins-charmoffensiv-i-afrika-soker-fn-stod
https://www.aftonbladet.se/ledare/a/9OPG1q/straffa-foretag-som-bryter-%09mot-manskliga-rattigheter
https://www.aftonbladet.se/ledare/a/9OPG1q/straffa-foretag-som-bryter-%09mot-manskliga-rattigheter
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/030/2003021.pdf


76  

  

Bundesregierung. (2022b). Antrag der Fraktionen SPD, BÜNDNIS 90/DIE GRÜNEN und 
FDP 1,5-Grad-Pfad beschreiten – Verlust und Zerstörung aufgrund der Klimakrise 
ernst nehmen. In Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache 20/3021). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/043/2004330.pdf  

Bundesregierung. (2022c). Unterrichtung durch die Bundesregierung - 15. Bericht der 
Bundesregierung über ihre Menschenrechtspolitik*. In Deutscher Bundestag 
(Drucksache 20/4865). https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/048/2004865.pdf  

Bundesregierung. (2022d). Unterrichtung durch das Deutsche Institut für Menschenrechte. In 
Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache 20/4983). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/049/2004983.pdf  

Caramel, L. (2019, April 11). Changement climatique et pression démographique, terreau de 
la violence au Sahel. Le Monde.fr. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from 
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/04/11/changement-climatique-et-
pression-demographique-terreau-de-la-violence-au-sahel_5448954_3212.html  

CDU. (n.d.). Wir denken Nachhaltigkeit, Ökologie, Ökonomie und soziale Fragen zusammen. 
cdu.de. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.cdu.de/thema/umwelt-natur-und-
klimaschutz      

Commission des affaires étrangères. (2022a). Hearing, open to the press, of Ms Laurence 
Boone, Secretary of State for Europe. In Assemblée Nationale (Compte rendu n° 6). 
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-
rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2122006_compte-rendu  

Commission des affaires étrangères. (2022b). Examen, ouvert à la presse, des avis 
budgétaires sur le projet de loi de finances pour 2023 (n° 273). In Assemblée 
Nationale (Compte rendu n° 5). https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-
rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223005_compte-rendu  

https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/043/2004330.pdf
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/048/2004865.pdf
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/049/2004983.pdf
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/04/11/changement-climatique-et-pression-demographique-terreau-de-la-violence-au-sahel_5448954_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/04/11/changement-climatique-et-pression-demographique-terreau-de-la-violence-au-sahel_5448954_3212.html
https://www.cdu.de/thema/umwelt-natur-und-klimaschutz
https://www.cdu.de/thema/umwelt-natur-und-klimaschutz
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2122006_compte-rendu
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2122006_compte-rendu
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223005_compte-rendu
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223005_compte-rendu


77  

  

Commission des affaires étrangères. (2023). Examen, pour avis, et vote des articles 1er à 10, 
20, 21, 24 et 28 du projet de loi relatif à la programmation militaire pour les années 
2024 à 2030 et portant diverses dispositions intéressant la défense. In Assemblée 
Nationale (Minutes No. 47). https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-
rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223047_compte-rendu  

Dagens Nyherter. (2022, October 9). ”Liberalerna måste hålla linjen i klimatfrågan”. Dagens 
Nyherter. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.dn.se/debatt/liberalerna-maste-
halla-linjen-i-klimatfragan/  

Dos Santos, D., & Schlimmer, S. (2021). New Africa-France Summit: The Concealed 
Continuation of Emanuel Macron. Études de l’Ifri. 

https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/new_africa_france_summit._the_co
ncealed_continuity_of_emmanuel_macrons_african_policy.pdf  

Duclos-Grisier, A. (2021, October 14). Africa-France: new relations to develop International. 
Vie Publique. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.vie-publique.fr/en-
bref/281863-afrique-france-de-nouvelles-relations-developper     

Ducourtieux, C. (2018, July 12). Migration : un conseil des ministres de l’intérieur sous le 

signe exclusif de la sécurité. Le Monde.fr. Retrieved June 7, 2023, from 
https://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2018/07/12/ue-reunion-des-28-en-autriche-
autour-des-querelles-sur-les-migrations_5330127_3214.html   

Esbjörnsson, E. (2023, March 26). Homofoba politiker i Uganda försvarar kolonialt 
tankegods. DN.SE. Retrieved June 7, 2023, from https://www.dn.se/varlden/erik-
esbjornsson-homofoba-politiker-i-uganda-forsvarar-kolonialt-tankegods/  

EU-nämndens. (2022). Fredagen den 25 november EU-nämndens uppteckningar 2022/23:13. 
In Sveriges Riksdag. https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/eu-
namndens-uppteckningar/fredagen-den-25-november_HA0A13  

https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223047_compte-rendu
https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/16/comptes-rendus/cion_afetr/l16cion_afetr2223047_compte-rendu
https://www.dn.se/debatt/liberalerna-maste-halla-linjen-i-klimatfragan/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/liberalerna-maste-halla-linjen-i-klimatfragan/
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/new_africa_france_summit._the_concealed_continuity_of_emmanuel_macrons_african_policy.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/new_africa_france_summit._the_concealed_continuity_of_emmanuel_macrons_african_policy.pdf
https://www.vie-publique.fr/en-bref/281863-afrique-france-de-nouvelles-relations-developper
https://www.vie-publique.fr/en-bref/281863-afrique-france-de-nouvelles-relations-developper
https://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2018/07/12/ue-reunion-des-28-en-autriche-autour-des-querelles-sur-les-migrations_5330127_3214.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/europe/article/2018/07/12/ue-reunion-des-28-en-autriche-autour-des-querelles-sur-les-migrations_5330127_3214.html
https://www.dn.se/varlden/erik-esbjornsson-homofoba-politiker-i-uganda-forsvarar-kolonialt-tankegods/
https://www.dn.se/varlden/erik-esbjornsson-homofoba-politiker-i-uganda-forsvarar-kolonialt-tankegods/
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/eu-namndens-uppteckningar/fredagen-den-25-november_HA0A13
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/eu-namndens-uppteckningar/fredagen-den-25-november_HA0A13


78  

  

Europaportalen. (2023, March 30). Asyl och migration. Europaportalen. Retrieved May 30, 
2023, from https://www.europaportalen.se/tema/asyl-och-migration?page=2#relaterat  

Expressen. (2022, May 8). Sänkningen av Sveriges bistånd måste stoppas. Expressen. 
Retrieved June 7, 2023, from https://www.expressen.se/debatt/sankningen-av-
sveriges-bistand-maste-stoppas/    

Frohnmaier, M. (2023). Aufstrebenden Wirtschaftsmächten wie China den Status als 
Entwicklungsland entziehen – Keine Förderung im Rahmen der 
Entwicklungszusammenarbeit und des Außenhandels für Schwellenländer. In 
Deutscher Bundestag (Plenarprotokoll 20/78). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20078.pdf#P.9365    

Friedhoff, D., Oehme, U., & Frohnmaier, M. (2020). Beschlussempfehlung und Bericht des 
Ausschusses für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung (19. Ausschuss). 
In Deutscher Bundestag (Drucksache 19/23307). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/233/1923307.pdf  

Gabriel, A. (2023, May 11). Tunesiens hilfloser Umgang mit Schwarzafrikanern. Die Presse. 
https://www.diepresse.com/6286378/tunesiens-hilfloser-umgang-mit-
schwarzafrikanern      

Garot, G. (2023). Question N° 5575 - Violations des droits de l’Homme. In Assemblée 
Nationale (Question N° 5575). https://questions.assemblee-nationale.fr/q16/16-
5575QE.htm  

Grosjean, P. (2023, March 1). « Le réchauffement climatique est le moteur principal de 
l’aggravation des conflits en Afrique de l’Ouest ». Le Monde.fr. Retrieved June 7, 
2023, from https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2023/03/01/le-rechauffement-
climatique-est-le-moteur-principal-de-l-aggravation-des-conflits-en-afrique-de-l-
ouest_6163746_3232.html  

https://www.europaportalen.se/tema/asyl-och-migration?page=2#relaterat
https://www.expressen.se/debatt/sankningen-av-sveriges-bistand-maste-stoppas/
https://www.expressen.se/debatt/sankningen-av-sveriges-bistand-maste-stoppas/
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20078.pdf#P.9365
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/233/1923307.pdf
https://www.diepresse.com/6286378/tunesiens-hilfloser-umgang-mit-schwarzafrikanern
https://www.diepresse.com/6286378/tunesiens-hilfloser-umgang-mit-schwarzafrikanern
https://questions.assemblee-nationale.fr/q16/16-5575QE.htm
https://questions.assemblee-nationale.fr/q16/16-5575QE.htm
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2023/03/01/le-rechauffement-climatique-est-le-moteur-principal-de-l-aggravation-des-conflits-en-afrique-de-l-ouest_6163746_3232.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2023/03/01/le-rechauffement-climatique-est-le-moteur-principal-de-l-aggravation-des-conflits-en-afrique-de-l-ouest_6163746_3232.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2023/03/01/le-rechauffement-climatique-est-le-moteur-principal-de-l-aggravation-des-conflits-en-afrique-de-l-ouest_6163746_3232.html


79  

  

Johannès, F. (2020, October 10). Marine Le Pen lance une campagne contre le « pacte 
européen sur la migration ». Le Monde.fr. Retrieved June 7, 2023, from 
https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/10/09/marine-le-pen-lance-une-
campagne-contre-le-pacte-europeen-sur-la-migration_6055476_823448.html  

Jongen, M. (2023). Deutscher Bundestag – 20. Wahlperiode – 104. Sitzung. Berlin. In 
Deutscher Bundestag (Plenarprotokoll 20/104). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20104.pdf#P.12643  

Kaval, A. (2022). Depuis l’Est libyen, une route migratoire se rouvre en Méditerranée. Le 
Monde.fr. https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/11/25/depuis-l-est-
libyen-une-route-migratoire-se-rouvre-en-mediterranee_6151576_3210.html  

Keilberth, M. (2023, May 11). EU, Libyen und Tunesien: Flüchtlingspolitik zum Vorteil der 
Autokraten. Süddeutsche.de. 
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/projekte/artikel/politik/fluechtlingspolitik-nordafrika-
eu-e778519/?reduced=true  

Kinnunen, M. (2022). En effektiv och grön politik för framtiden Motion 2022/23:998 av 
Martin Kinnunen m.fl. (SD). In Sveriges Riksdag (2022/23:998). 
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/en-effektiv-och-gron-
politik-for-framtiden_HA02998  

Latour, V. (2023, May 19). Grossesses forcées reconnues crimes contre l’humanité en RDC : 

«Ce n’est qu’une goutte d’eau si les exactions se poursuivent». Libération. 
https://www.liberation.fr/international/grossesses-forcees-reconnues-crimes-contre-
lhumanite-en-rdc-ce-nest-quune-goutte-deau-si-les-exactions-se-poursuivent-
20230519_VX5X2U6Q7FDOTOGV2W67XLOJOA/  

Le Monde Avec. (2023, May 23). Le Niger, « laboratoire » de la France pour sa nouvelle 
approche militaire en Afrique. Le Monde.fr. 

https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/10/09/marine-le-pen-lance-une-campagne-contre-le-pacte-europeen-sur-la-migration_6055476_823448.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/politique/article/2020/10/09/marine-le-pen-lance-une-campagne-contre-le-pacte-europeen-sur-la-migration_6055476_823448.html
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20104.pdf#P.12643
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/11/25/depuis-l-est-libyen-une-route-migratoire-se-rouvre-en-mediterranee_6151576_3210.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/11/25/depuis-l-est-libyen-une-route-migratoire-se-rouvre-en-mediterranee_6151576_3210.html
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/projekte/artikel/politik/fluechtlingspolitik-nordafrika-eu-e778519/?reduced=true
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/projekte/artikel/politik/fluechtlingspolitik-nordafrika-eu-e778519/?reduced=true
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/en-effektiv-och-gron-politik-for-framtiden_HA02998
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/en-effektiv-och-gron-politik-for-framtiden_HA02998
https://www.liberation.fr/international/grossesses-forcees-reconnues-crimes-contre-lhumanite-en-rdc-ce-nest-quune-goutte-deau-si-les-exactions-se-poursuivent-20230519_VX5X2U6Q7FDOTOGV2W67XLOJOA/
https://www.liberation.fr/international/grossesses-forcees-reconnues-crimes-contre-lhumanite-en-rdc-ce-nest-quune-goutte-deau-si-les-exactions-se-poursuivent-20230519_VX5X2U6Q7FDOTOGV2W67XLOJOA/
https://www.liberation.fr/international/grossesses-forcees-reconnues-crimes-contre-lhumanite-en-rdc-ce-nest-quune-goutte-deau-si-les-exactions-se-poursuivent-20230519_VX5X2U6Q7FDOTOGV2W67XLOJOA/


80  

  

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/05/23/le-niger-laboratoire-de-la-france-
pour-sa-nouvelle-approche-militaire-en-afrique_6174456_3212.html

Lehmann, A. (2023, May 7). Bundeskanzler in Afrika: Scholz beim „Klimachampion“. TAZ
Verlags- Und Vertriebs GmbH. Retrieved June 12, 2023, from
https://taz.de/Bundeskanzler-in-Afrika/!5932564/

Lehming, M. (2023, March 24). Ugandas Anti-Homosexuellen-Gesetz: Christen in Afrika –
konservativ und fundamentalistisch. Tagesspiegel. Retrieved May 30, 2023, from
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/ugandas-anti-homosexuellen-gesetz-
christen-in-afrika--konservativ-und-fundamentalistisch-9558419.html

Lindh, H. (2023). Deutscher Bundestag Stenografischer Bericht 103. Sitzung. In Deutscher
 Bundestag (Plenarprotokoll 20/103).
 https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20103.pdf#P.12382
Lundgren, K. (2022). Motion till riksdagen - Internationellt samarbete i en ny tid. In Sveriges

Riksdag (2022/23:8). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/dokument/motion/internationellt-samarbete-i-en-ny-tid_HA02849

Masseguin, L. (2022, July 25). Emmanuel Macron de retour en Afrique francophone «au nom
de la realpolitik». Libération. Retrieved May 26, 2023, from
https://www.liberation.fr/international/afrique/emmanuel-macron-de-retour-en-
afrique-francophone-au-nom-de-la-realpolitik-
20220725_MEBSQ33CMBAILLTKOP7C2P3HMI/

MDR.de. (2023, May 17). SPD-und CDU-Landräte schlagen Alarm wegen Flüchtlingspolitik.
MDR.de. https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/thueringen/fluechtlingsgipfel-landrat-

kreis-kosten-ukraine-probleme-100.html

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/05/23/le-niger-laboratoire-de-la-france-pour-sa-nouvelle-approche-militaire-en-afrique_6174456_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/05/23/le-niger-laboratoire-de-la-france-pour-sa-nouvelle-approche-militaire-en-afrique_6174456_3212.html
https://taz.de/Bundeskanzler-in-Afrika/!5932564/
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/ugandas-anti-homosexuellen-gesetz-christen-in-afrika--konservativ-und-fundamentalistisch-9558419.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/internationales/ugandas-anti-homosexuellen-gesetz-christen-in-afrika--konservativ-und-fundamentalistisch-9558419.html
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20103.pdf#P.12382
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/internationellt-samarbete-i-en-ny-tid_HA02849
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/internationellt-samarbete-i-en-ny-tid_HA02849
https://www.liberation.fr/international/afrique/emmanuel-macron-de-retour-en-afrique-francophone-au-nom-de-la-realpolitik-20220725_MEBSQ33CMBAILLTKOP7C2P3HMI/
https://www.liberation.fr/international/afrique/emmanuel-macron-de-retour-en-afrique-francophone-au-nom-de-la-realpolitik-20220725_MEBSQ33CMBAILLTKOP7C2P3HMI/
https://www.liberation.fr/international/afrique/emmanuel-macron-de-retour-en-afrique-francophone-au-nom-de-la-realpolitik-20220725_MEBSQ33CMBAILLTKOP7C2P3HMI/
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/thueringen/fluechtlingsgipfel-landrat-kreis-kosten-ukraine-probleme-100.html
https://www.mdr.de/nachrichten/thueringen/fluechtlingsgipfel-landrat-kreis-kosten-ukraine-probleme-100.html


81  

  

Miljö- och jordbruksutskottets. (2019). Utgiftsområde 20 Allmän miljö- och naturvård. In 
Sveriges Riksdag (2019/20:MJU1). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/arende/betankande/utgiftsomrade-20-allman-miljo--och-naturvard_H701MJU1  

Miljö- och jordbruksutskottets. (2023). Övergripande miljöfrågor: 2022/23:MJU13. In 
Sveriges Riksdag (Report 2022/23: MJU13). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/arende/betankande/overgripande-miljofragor_HA01MJU13  

Nyheter, S. (2023, April 21). Klart ja för migrationspakt i EU-parlamentet. SVT Nyheter. 
Retrieved June 10, 2023, from https://www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/klart-ja-for-
migrationspakt-i-eu-parlamentet  

Rantrua, S. (2023, May 23). L’Afrique, futur hub mondial de l’hydrogène vert ? Le Point. 
Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/l-afrique-hub-mondial-
de-l-hydrogene-vert-23-05-2023-2521381_3826.php  

Rau, F. (2022, December 8). EU-Bürgerbeauftragte: EU-Überwachungshilfen gefährden 
Menschenrechte. netzpolitik.org. https://netzpolitik.org/2022/eu-buergerbeauftragte-
eu-ueberwachungshilfen-gefaehrden-menschenrechte/     

Silberhorn, T. (2023). Fortsetzung der Beteiligung bewaffneter deutscher Streitkräfte an der 
NATO-geführten Maritimen Sicherheitsoperation SEA GUARDIAN im Mittelmeer. 
In Deutscher Bundestag (Plenarprotokoll 20/89). 
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20089.pdf#P.10686   

Sveriges Riksdag. (2019). Protokoll 2019/20:73 Onsdagen den 12 februari. In Sveriges 
Riksdag (2019/20:73). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/dokument/protokoll/protokoll-20192073-onsdagen-den-12-februari_H70973  

Sveriges Riksdag. (2021). Prop. 2021/22:1 Utgiftsområde 7. In Sveriges Riksdag (2021/22:1). 
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/utgiftsomrade-20-allman-miljo--och-naturvard_H701MJU1
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/utgiftsomrade-20-allman-miljo--och-naturvard_H701MJU1
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/overgripande-miljofragor_HA01MJU13
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/overgripande-miljofragor_HA01MJU13
https://www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/klart-ja-for-migrationspakt-i-eu-parlamentet
https://www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/klart-ja-for-migrationspakt-i-eu-parlamentet
https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/l-afrique-hub-mondial-de-l-hydrogene-vert-23-05-2023-2521381_3826.php
https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/l-afrique-hub-mondial-de-l-hydrogene-vert-23-05-2023-2521381_3826.php
https://netzpolitik.org/2022/eu-buergerbeauftragte-eu-ueberwachungshilfen-gefaehrden-menschenrechte/
https://netzpolitik.org/2022/eu-buergerbeauftragte-eu-ueberwachungshilfen-gefaehrden-menschenrechte/
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20089.pdf#P.10686
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/protokoll/protokoll-20192073-onsdagen-den-12-februari_H70973
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/protokoll/protokoll-20192073-onsdagen-den-12-februari_H70973
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/proposition/budgetpropositionen-for-2022---utgiftsomrade-7_H9031d8/html#page_15


82  

  

lagar/dokument/proposition/budgetpropositionen-for-2022---utgiftsomrade-
7_H9031d8/html#page_15  

Union interparlementaire. (n.d.). Compte-rendu de la session de la 145ème Assemblée 10 au 
15 octobre 2022, Kigali (Rwanda). In Assemblée Nationale. https://www2.assemblee-
nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-
assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-
recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-
2022-kigali-rwanda  

  Utrikesutskottet. (2021). Politiken för global utveckling i genomförandet av Agenda 2030. 
In Sveriges Riksdag (2016/17:UU5). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/arende/betankande/politiken-for-global-utvekling-i-genomforandet_H401UU5  

Utrikesutskottet. (2023a). Internationellt utvecklingsbistånd. In Sveriges Riksdag 
(2022/23:UU6). https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-
lagar/arende/betankande/internationellt-utvecklingsbistand_HA01UU6  

Utrikesutskottet. (2023b). Mänskliga rättigheter. In Sveriges Riksdag (2022/23:UU15). 
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/manskliga-
rattigheter_HA01UU15    

Vircoulon, T. (2021, March 16). « Au bout de vingt ans, la “success story” de la Chinafrique 

a des conséquences qui posent problème ». Le Monde.fr. 
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2021/03/16/au-bout-de-vingt-ans-la-success-
story-de-la-chinafrique-a-des-consequences-qui-posent-
probleme_6073324_3212.html  

Wallentheim, A. (2022). Internationell solidaritet – en stark röst för hbtq-plus-personers 
rättigheter. In Sveriges Riksdag (2022/23:1188). 

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/proposition/budgetpropositionen-for-2022---utgiftsomrade-7_H9031d8/html#page_15
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/proposition/budgetpropositionen-for-2022---utgiftsomrade-7_H9031d8/html#page_15
https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-2022-kigali-rwanda
https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-2022-kigali-rwanda
https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-2022-kigali-rwanda
https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-2022-kigali-rwanda
https://www2.assemblee-nationale.fr/europe-et-international/activites-parlementaires-internationales/les-assemblees-parlementaires-internationales/union-interparlementaire/activites-recentes/compte-rendu-de-la-session-de-la-145eme-assemblee-10-au-15-octobre-2022-kigali-rwanda
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/politiken-for-global-utvekling-i-genomforandet_H401UU5
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/politiken-for-global-utvekling-i-genomforandet_H401UU5
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/internationellt-utvecklingsbistand_HA01UU6
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/internationellt-utvecklingsbistand_HA01UU6
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/manskliga-rattigheter_HA01UU15
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/arende/betankande/manskliga-rattigheter_HA01UU15
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2021/03/16/au-bout-de-vingt-ans-la-success-story-de-la-chinafrique-a-des-consequences-qui-posent-probleme_6073324_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2021/03/16/au-bout-de-vingt-ans-la-success-story-de-la-chinafrique-a-des-consequences-qui-posent-probleme_6073324_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2021/03/16/au-bout-de-vingt-ans-la-success-story-de-la-chinafrique-a-des-consequences-qui-posent-probleme_6073324_3212.html


83  

  

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/internationell-
solidaritet---en-stark-rost-for_HA021188  

Wetzel, V. (2023, April 21). Zuwanderung aus Afrika: Der Traum vom Westen. die-
tagespost.de. Retrieved May 23, 2023, from https://www.die-
tagespost.de/politik/zuwanderung-aus-afrika-der-traum-vom-westen-art-237190  

  Wiehle, W. (2022). Einzelplan 09 Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Klimaschutz 
(Plenarprotokoll 20/71). https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20071.pdf  

Yüksel, G. (2022). Stenografischer Bericht 17. Sitzung. In Deutscher Bundestag 
 (Plenarprotokoll 20/17). https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20017.pdf#P.1188  
Zeit Online. (2023a, February 20). Heil und Schulz in Afrika: “Global Verantwortung 

übernehmen.” Retrieved May 30, 2023, from https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-
02/20/lieferkettengesetz-heil-und-schulze-in-westafrika  

Zeit Online. (2023b, May 9). Gremium empfiehlt Regierung Aufnahme von Klima-
Flüchtlingen. Zeit Online. Retrieved May 12, 2023, from 
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-05/09/gremium-empfiehlt-regierung-aufnahme-von-
klima-fluechtlingen?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Flogin.microsoftonline.com%2F.  

 
  

https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/internationell-solidaritet---en-stark-rost-for_HA021188
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/motion/internationell-solidaritet---en-stark-rost-for_HA021188
https://www.die-tagespost.de/politik/zuwanderung-aus-afrika-der-traum-vom-westen-art-237190
https://www.die-tagespost.de/politik/zuwanderung-aus-afrika-der-traum-vom-westen-art-237190
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20071.pdf
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btp/20/20017.pdf#P.1188
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-02/20/lieferkettengesetz-heil-und-schulze-in-westafrika
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-02/20/lieferkettengesetz-heil-und-schulze-in-westafrika
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-05/09/gremium-empfiehlt-regierung-aufnahme-von-klima-fluechtlingen?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Flogin.microsoftonline.com%2F
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-05/09/gremium-empfiehlt-regierung-aufnahme-von-klima-fluechtlingen?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Flogin.microsoftonline.com%2F

	Team Europe: A Comparative Discourse Analysis of European Norm Formation and Integration Theories 
	Acknowledgements 
	Abstract 
	Table of Content 
	List of Tables
	List of Abbreviations 

	1. Introduction 
	1.1 Team Europe: The European Union’s New Approach to Official Development Assistance  
	1.2 Research Question 
	1.3 Relevance of Research

	2. Theoretical Background
	2.1 Norms in a European Context
	2.2 The Conceptualization of Official Development Assistance
	2.3 Norm Formation in the EU
	2.3.1 Barry Buzan on Norm Formation 
	2.3.2 Jeffrey Checkel on Norm Formation 

	2.4 Integration Theory
	2.4.1 New Intergovernmentalism
	2.4.2 Neo-Functionalism 
	2.4.3 Discursive Institutionalism


	3. Method 
	3.1 Framework 
	3.2 Theoretical Approach 
	3.3 Geographical Demarcation 
	3.4 Norms and Issue Areas to analyse
	3.4.1 Human Rights and Human Rights Promotion 
	3.4.2 Citizenship and Migration 
	3.4.3 Environmentalism 

	3.5 Subjects  
	3.6 Integration Hypothesis  

	4. Analysis and Discussion 
	4.1 Civil Rights
	4.1.1 Sweden 
	4.1.2 France
	4.1.3 Germany
	4.1.4 Discussion Civil Rights 

	  4.2 Human Rights  
	4.2.1 Sweden
	4.2.2 France 
	4.2.3 Germany 
	4.2.4 Discussion Human Rights 

	4.3 Environmentalism  
	4.3.1 Sweden 
	4.3.2 France 
	4.3.3 Germany 
	4.3.4 Discussion Environmentalism 

	4.4 General Discussion
	4.5 Limitations and Acknowledgments 

	5. Conclusion 
	6. References 
	7. References for the Analysis

