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Students’ Imaginations of Their Climate Future in a 

Studies on climate future imaginaries argued that young people’s imagined futures portray 

“a crisis of the imagination” (Ghosh, 2016; Morton, 2013; Wessel et al., 2022). 
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students’ conceptions of their future, in light of the climate
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n that regard, some participants’ future imaginary shifted from negative 
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Climate future imaginaries play a significant role in shaping people’s beliefs about the 

hence contribute to understanding people’s beliefs about climate change an
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protagonists’ emotions, their perceptions of the story's environment, and their perception and 
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pseudonymized the participants’ names

perspective. Respectively, I treated participants’ expressions as reflective of their inner beliefs 

participants’
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interpretation of the participants’ expressions (Gorichanaz, 2016).
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to illustrate the essence of the themes’ meanings. 
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obtain the participants’ consent to share their Letters of the Future openly, I refrain from using 
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avoidance of imagining “that there could be a place 

where living is not possible”

the expression “I don’t 

let it in my mind”

’s perspective

Lisa’s strategy to avoid climate change 

“realising what could happen”.

“ ”



’

ntarily. Lisa’s perspective is reflective of the whole 

the fictive scenario of “The Last Wild Horses” 

the excerpt from “The Last Wild Horses” which highlighted scenarios such as

participants’ avoidance 

Paula describes that she “look out the window” which shows that she is afraid of 

participants’ concerns were focused on the impact of climate change on their personal life and 



’

Paula’s description to “see the future”. This indicates that when she

First, he envisions himself “checking the weather forecast every day not to be caught 

off guard” which appears similar to the description of Paula looking out of the window almost 

e participant wrote this letter after hearing Paula’s description it could be that 

In the part “there is nothing exciting about the winds turning and storms blasting away 

means of transportation” the participant imagin

constructions such as “means of transportation” are subject to the arbitrariness of nature with 

“exciting” anymore. 

the theme, participants’ imaginaries of the climate future were not limited to events of storms.
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“The Last Wild Horses” and in the Letters to the

“normal ”,

“normal” human behaviour such as brushing their teeth. Reading and t
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comes by, because that’s the only and most rational thing for you to do, although it 

and “make the best out of every situation” by 

using “the ability to adapt”. For him, his own ability to adapt to 

possibility of not being “an autonomous person 

in a wealthy environment with access to food, infrastructure, and other things” for which she 

t reactions by potentially learning “to plant things … ” or “learn to live with 

immigrations learn to share and show empathy”.

“wealthy environment with access to 

astructure, and other things” to a future self in which living self
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participants’ 
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imagines a future in which she is “content and happy” demonstrating 

sustainable with “some animals and grow lots of crops 

the winter”

by having a “house where flooding 

and fire risk are very low”. This participant describes a
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“I rather don’t 

imagine a happy future for myself in 20 years when I don’t know if this future is possible or 

”
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Vanessa’s
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“ ” “ ”

With the expression “your 

destiny, in a way, lies in the hands of other people” she gives insight into her inner life world. 

“ ”

“destiny”, so the future in their “hands” meaning that others are empowered over “your” 

“I feel like” to 

“you feel very passive”.

In that regard, she might refer with “you” to people in her social environment,

Moreover, Vanessa expresses that a “lot of parties” 

together. Here she switches again the perspective and refers to “no one” feeling “responsible”. 
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Vanessa’s statement 
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that the described “something” 

his hope purposefully to “soothe” 
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’s (2022) finding on this matter were mixed

The participants’ imaginaries of their climate future were characterized by high levels 
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’



’



’



’

Bowman, B. F. (2020). ‘They don’t quite understand the importance of what we’re doing 

today’: the young people’s climate strikes as subaltern activism. 

–

–

–

–

–

–



’

–

–

Finnegan, W. (2022). It’s beautiful, living without fear that the world will end soon’

Children’s 

–

–

–



’

– –

P., Padilla, D. C., & Brown, S. (2023). Young people’s presents and 

Solutions: International News Magazines’ Multimodal Framing of our Future with 

–

–

“limits to adaptation.” –

–



’

–

–

Putra, A. (2016). Climate change in literature and literary studies: From cli‐fi, climate 

–

–



’

–

–

–

–

– –



’

Hope and worry: exploring young people’s values, emotions and behavior 

–

–

–

–

–



’

–

–

–

–



’

climate activists’ imaginaries in an age of crisis and uncertainty. 

–

–

United Nations Children’s Fund UNICEF, (2021) The Climate Crisis is a Child Rights Crisis: 

Introducing the Children’s C

–

–



’

Webb, C. (2003). Editor’s note: Introduction to guidelines on reporting qualitative research. 

–

–

–

–



’



’



’



’



’

Everyone’s emotions and opinions must be respected
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stressor but being able to reverse one’s perspective. Do you recognize ever 

but all solutions and acts we can do are something that don’t show direct 

climate change, people don’t deny or avoid the problem but try to activate 

tune into this feeling (or other positive feelings), let’s listen and read together 
the poem “Our Purpose in Poetry: Or, Earthrise” by Amanda Gorman 

https://www.sierraclub.org/los-padres/blog/2021/02/earthrise-poem-amanda-gorman
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We know that if we do not start doing something, this letter might never find a receiver, but I don’t 
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I rather don’t imagine a happy future for myself in 20 years when I don’t know if this future is 
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but I see that most likely the true power of inducing a change laid in other people’s hands.
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The fact that I don’t know what my life will look life

○

○

I rather don’t imagine a happy future for myself in 20 years when I don’t know if this future is 
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all in all I don’t know and I don’t want to know!
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I now don’t think I will have children

t want to bring kinds into a world where I don’t think my own living will go or 
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